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CHAPTER I. 



How BoabdU returned secretly to Granada^ and how he 

vms recewed. 

*^ In the hand of God,^^ exclaims an old Arabian 
chronicler, "is the destiny of princes; he alone 
giveth empijpe. A single. Moorish horseman, mount- 
ed on a fleet Arabian steed, was one day traversing 
the mountains which extend between Granada and 
the frontier of Murcia. He galloped swiftly through 
the valleys, but paused and looked out cautiously 
from the summit of every height A squadron of 
cavaliers followed warily at a distance. There were 
fifty lances. The richness of their armor and attire 
showed them to be warriors of noble rank, and their 
leader had a lofty and prince-like demeanor." The 
squadron thus described by the Arabian chronicler, 
was the Moorish king Boabdil and his devoted fol- 
lowers. 

For two nights and a day they pursued their ad- 
venturous journey, avoiding all populous parts of the 
country, and choosing the most solitary passes of the 
mbuntains. They suffered severe hardships and fa- 
tigues, but they suffered without a murmur: they 
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wnn; nrriiHtomrd to ni^rd rnrripfli^iin(^, nri<1 (hdr 
Rtrndfl wrrc! of ^rrirrotiii nnd iirij^M^lclin^ M|>iri(. It 
wftfl midnight, and nil whx dark and fiilciit afi tlMTjr 
drfir.i;ridnd froin (lie moiititairm, and approachfid the 
cit^ of (iranada. Tlir^ paMcd alori^ (piictl)^ under 
the flhadow of itii walh, until the^ arrived near the 
fpite of the Allm^cin. lUwc. Dfialniil ordered hia 
followem to lialt, and remain concealed. Taking 
but four or five with him« lie advanced refiolutctly to 
tlie f(ate, and knocked with the hilt of hifi M:irnitar. 
The guardfl demanded who |ilou^ht t^) enter at (hat 
unfieaaonable hour. **Your kiii^l*^ exclaimed lUy- 
abdil, **open the gate and admit him 1^^ 

The guards held forth a light, and recogniiied the 
penion of the youthful monarch. They were ntnick 
with auddcn awe, and threw open the gatefi; and 
Doahdil and hifi followeni entered unmolefifed. They 
galloped to the dwellings of (he principal inhabit- 
antfl of the Albaycin, thundering at their portals, and 
aummoning tliem to riae and (ake armn for their 
rightful sovereign. The aummons was instantly obey- 
ed : trumpets resounded throughout the streets — the 
gleam of torches and the flash of arms showed the 
Moors hurrying t^> their gathc^ring-places— and by 
daybreak, the whole force of the Albaycin was ral- 
lied under tlic standard of IJoabdil. Such was the 
success of this sudden and desperate act of the 
young monarch ; for we are assured l»y contempo- 
rary historians, that there had been no prc!vious con- 
cert or arrangement ^^As the guards opened the 
gates of the city to admit him/* observes a |>ious 
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.chronicler, " so God opened the hearts of the Moors 
to receive him as their king."* 

In the morning earlj, the tidings of this event 
roused El Zagal from his slumbers in the Alhambra. 
The fiery old warrior assembled his guard in haste, 
and made his way sword in hand to the Albaycin, 
hoping to come upon his nephew by surprise. He 
was vigorously met by Boabdil and his adherents, 
and driven back into the quarter of the Alhambra. 
An encounter took place between the two kings, in 
the square before the principal mosque ; here they 
fought hand to hand with implacable fury, as though 
it had been agreed to decide their competition for 
the crown by single combat In the tumult of this 
chance medley aflFray, however, they were separated, 
and the party of £1 Zagal was ultimately driven 
firom the square. 

The battle raged for some time in the streets and 
places of the city, but finding their powers of mis- 
chief cramped within such narrow limits, both parties 
sallied forth into the fields, and fought beneath the 
walls until evening. Many fell on both sides, and at 
night each party withdrew into its quarter, until the 
morning gave them light to renew the unnatural 
conflict For several days, the two grand divisi6ns 
of the city remained Hke hostile powers arrayed 
against each other. The party of the Alhambra was 
more numerous than that of the Albaycin, and con- 
tained most of the nobihty and chivalry ; but the 

*Palgar. 3 
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iiilh«'r<'iil< of lio:ilif|il vfi'if niMi hattU^Uf.A unA 
■ti«'n;i;Ui<-ii«'i| \ty l:il#ori iin«l li;il)fttisilljr nkilkd in tim 

Tlif All#:i|i III iihfli'f wf'iit SI kiiifl of iii«'^r; hy i\m 
(itttrn 4t( Kl /:i^;:il ; th«7 «'fli'f (fij lin'af lira in tins 
WiilU, tifiij niiiiliT M'jH'iili'il HUvnt\tin (o mrry ii Mword 
Ml li:ifii|| liiit w«*r«' n« ofh'fi nytilmui, 'VUf. ir«Hi|#ii of 
liotiliflil, on thi* odirr liunili niiiflr rnrfjinrnt fi;ijlii*« ; 
himI III th<: lounn f< wliirli look |ilsi«'<', tli<r li:ifr<'il of 
llir loinl/iiliinU iiro«ir fo nm li ii |mIi li of fury, that no 
fjiiuilff wii« (/ivf'fi on i-itliiT nuU\ 

ISotiliflil |»i'n «'ivr<l IIk' inff'rioiity of lii« forrcr ; In: 
ilri'iiflH iiUo lliiit hi« HillM'rriiU, In-in^ for thir mo«t 
pfirl (f'»flfriini<rn iin<l iii'h«iin«, woiilil lu:ronii! inifisi^ 
lifnl of llii« ififi:rrii|ition orflM'irt/uinrul of:Mi|iiilfonN« 
himI itiiili<«tirl<'nir<l liy llif««! i.onlinniil kirni'* of i.nr- 
n:»r. Il<! M*nt ttiinn'ivt'%^ (li<!f'i:roH;, in fill llttuli*, if| 
l)on l''ii(lri«|in! tin Tokilo, who ronitnftn«l<'i| lli«? 
I lihvtiun roM:f;ii on tin: fvtuiicr, irn(i'<:n(iii^ lii» h»- 
iii«liinrf. 

l)on Fn<in<|Uii Imd nnjrivrd in«tni«:(ionii from lln; 
|ioli(fi: Kirnlninnd, lo niil tlnr yoiillirul niofmnli in nil 
lii« <'onlMiU with liin unrl(*. Il<i fidviincril iUf.n^fttnz 
willi a tioily of (ro(»|»« mmr lo OnmiMiii, liiil, wary 
li'nf feoinr lrf«»< lH«ry nii^lil. Ii<r iiili-n«|i*il, jir iitoo«l for 
Nonir limit iiJiMif, wiiti Jiin^ tin: niovi-ni<*nt« of IIm! 
|>iiilirii. Tlut fnrioiiw iiiiil min^'^iiinary ntihirr of lln; 
i^oh/lirl«, wlii< h fli«lnirlirii iiiiliii|)|fy (jnuiiKlit, feO(»tt 
iiinvin< I'll liini tlitil. Iliini: wiu no i olluftion lM*lwi«i-n 
llii< rnoii;iM Im. f fit vi'tit lloiilnlil, llii'ti'foir, a ri'in* 
foil i:niirni orrliriMiinn ttMi^noldiv.rn umi (ifiinrbuhicrM, 
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under Fernan Alvarez de Sotomayer, alcajde of 
Colomera. This was as a firebrand thrown in to light 
up anew the flames of war in the city, which re- 
mained raging between the Moorish inhabitants for 
the space of fifty days. 
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CIIAPTEli II. 

How King Ferdinand laid siege to Velex Malaga, 

Hitherto, the cveiitis of this rtMiowned war have 
been little else than u sucressioii of hnlhiuit hut hrief 
cxploitH, Ktich as siultlrn torays and wihl Hkirmiiihcfl 
ainon^ tlic mountains, or tlie surprisals of castlea, 
fortresses, and frontier towns. \Vc u|>|>n>acli now 
to more important and prolon^ful o|ieration8, in 
which ancient and mighty cities, tlie bulwarks of 
Granada, were invested by powerful armies, subdued 
by slow and regular sieges, and thus the capital left 
naked and alone. 

The glorious triumphs of the Catholic sovereigns 
(says Fray Antonio Agapida) had resounded through- 
out the east, and filled all heathenesse with alarm. 
The Grand-Turk Baja/et II. and his deadly foe tlie 
grand soldan of Kgypt, suspending for a time tlicir 
bloody feuds, entered into a league to protect the 
religion of Maliomet and the kingdom of Granada 
from the hostilities of the christians. It was concert- 
ed between them, tliat Baja/et should send a power- 
ful armada against the island of Sicily, then apper- 
taining to the Spanish crown, for the puq)osc of 
distracting the attention of the Castilian sovereigns; 
while, at the same time, great bodies of troops should 
be poured into Granada, from the opposite coast of 
Africa. 
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Ferdinand and Isabella received timely intelligence 
of these designs. They resolved at once to carry the 
war into the seaboard of Granada, to possess them- 
selves of its ports, and thus, as it were, to bar the 
gates of the kingdom against all external aid. Mal- 
aga was to be the main object of attack : it was the 
principal sea-port of the kingdom, and almost neces- 
sary to its existence. It had long been the seat of 
opulent commerce, sending many ships to the coasts 
of Syria and Egypt It was also the great channel 
of communication with Africa, through which wer^ 
introduced supplies of money, troops, arms, and 
steeds, from Tunis, TripoH, Fez, Tremezan, and 
other Barbary powers. It was emphatically called, 
therefore, ^^ the hand and mouth of Granada.^^ Be- 
fore laying siege to this redoubtable city, however, 
it was deemed necessary to secure the neighboring 
city of Velez Malaga and its dependent places, which 
might otherwise harass the besieging army. 

For this important campaign, the nobles of the 
kingdom were agadn summoned to take the field with 
their forces, in the spring of 1487. The menaced 
invasion of the in6del powers of the east, had 
awakened new ardor in the bosoms of all true chris- 
tian knights; and so zealously did they respond to 
the summons of the sovereigns, that an anny of 
twenty diousand cavalry and fifty thousand foot, the 
flower of Spanish warriors, led by the bravest of 
Spanish cavaUers, thronged the renowned city of 
Cordova, at the appointed time. 

On the night before this mi^ity host set forth 

Vol. II. B 
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upon itn march, an rart!i<|iiakp nhook thr ntj. The 
inhahitant.H, awakmed hy Ukt Hhakiii^ of tlie walk 
and rocking of iUv. towers, fled to tlic coortii and 
sqiiarcH, fearing tf> he. overwhelmed by the niint of 
their dwellin^H. The rartliqnakc wan mmt violcn 
in the quarter of the royal natidence, the site of the 
ancient palace of the MooHhIi kin^. Many looked 
upon this afl an omen of §ome impending evil; but 
Fray Antonio A^pida, in that infallible iipirit of 
divination which HucceedH an event, plainly reads in 
it a prettage that the empire of the Moon was about 
to be sliaken to itn centre. 

It was on Saturday, the eve of the Sunday of 
Palms, (says a worthy and loyal chronicler of the 
time,) that the most Catholic monarch departed with 
his army, to render 8er\'ice to Heaven, and make war 
upon the Moors.* Heavy rains had swelled all the 
streams, and rendered the roads deep and difficult 
The king, therefore, divided his host into two bodies. 
In one he put all the artillery, guarded by a strong 
body of horse, and commanded by the Master of 
Alcantara and Martin Alonzo, Senior of Monte- 
mayor. This division was to proceed by the road 
through the valleys, where pasturage abounded for 
the oxen which drew the ordnance. 

The main body of the army was led by the king 
in person. It was divided into numerous battalions, 
each commanded by some distinguished cavalien 
The king took the rough and perilous road of the 

* Pulgar. Cronica d« lot IUjtm Cotbolicof. 
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mooDtaios, and few monntains are more ragged and 
difficult than those of Andalusia. The roads are 
mere mule-paths, straggling amidst rocks and along 
the verge of precipices, clambering vast cra^y 
heights, or descending into frightful chasms and 
ravines, with scanty and uncertain foodiold for either 
man or steed. Four thousand pioneers were sent in 
advance, under the alcayde de los Donzeles, to con^ 
quer, in some degree, the asperities of the road. 
Some had pickaxes and crowbars to break the rocks, 
otiiers had implements to construct bridges over the 
mountain torrents, while it was the duty of others to 
lay stepping-stones in die smaller streams. As the 
country was inhabited by fierce Moorish mountain- 
eers, Don Di^o de Castrillo was dispatched, with a 
body of horse and foot, to take possession of Uie 
heights and passes. Notwithstanding every precau- 
tion, the royal army suffered excessively on its march. 
At one time, there was no place to encamp, for five 
leagues of the most toilsome and mountainous coun- 
try ; and many of the beasts of burden sunk down, 
and perished on the road. 

It was witii Hie greatest joy, therefore, that the 
royal army emerged firom these stem and fr^htful 
defiles, and came to where fliey looked down upon 
the vega of Velez Malaga. The region before them 
was one of the most delectable to the eye, that ever 
was ravaged by an army. Sheltered from eveiy rude 
Mast by a screen of mountains, and sloping and ex- 
panding to the south, this lovely valley was quicken- 
ed by the most generous sunshine, watered by the 
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silver moantlrriiic* of ttio Vclc/, and nTrvfhvd bjr 
ct)olitii; bri'tvt's tVoin i\w MrilUtrniiicnn. Tlic slop- 
ing hilU wert* ommHl with viiir^ttniii «iul olive- 
tn't*!i ; IIr' di<i(:iiit licit U wavttl uitli Km in, or were 
Tenlant with |ia<itun«&;i' ; while artniiul the citj were 
delightful tcardeii!*, (lie favorite retreats of (he Moon, 
wliere their white pavilions gleunied aimHifc proves 
of oninjj^eti, citmn^ and |ioineKnina(e!t« and were aui^ 
mounted by sttately pahns — (lH>«e plants of sou (hern 
growdi, bcspeakiiif; a K^uieroiis cliuui(c and a cloud* 
less sky. 

In the upper part of (hi^ deliKhtful valley, (lie citj 
of Velez Malapi rean*d its warric^r battlements in 
stem contrast to the landscape. It was built on the 
declivity of a steep and insula(ed hill, and striYngly 
ibrtificd by walls and towers. I1ic crest of the hill 
rose high al>ovc tlie town, into a mere crag, inacces- 
sible on every otiier side, and crowned by a |K)Wcrful 
castle, wliich domineered over tiM* surrounding roun* 
try. Two suburlis swept down into the valley, from 
tlie skirts of the town, and were defended by bul- 
warks and de<!p ditch(*<i. I1ic vast ranges of gray 
mountains, oilen capped with clou<ls, which rose to 
the noKh, were inhabited by a hardy and warlike 
race, wIiokc strong fortresses of (-(unart^s, Camillas, 
Coinpcta, and Deiiemarliorga, frowned down from 
cragi^ed heights. 

At the time that the chnHtian host arrived in sight 
of tills vallity, a Hcpmdmn was hovering on the 
smooth flea bf;fore it, displaying the banner of Cas- 
tile. This was commanded by tlio count of Tr&> 
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vento, and consisted of four armed galleys, convey- 
ing a number of caravels, laden with supplies for 
the army. 

After surveying the ground, king Ferdinand en- 
camped on the side of a mountain which advanced 
close to the city, and which was the last of a rugged 
sierra, or chain of heights^ that extended quite to 
Granada. On the summit of this mountain, and 
overlooking the camp, was a Moorish town, power- 
fully fortified, called Bentomiz, and which, from its 
vicinity, had been considered capable of yielding 
-great assistance to Velez Malaga. Several of the 
generals remonstrated with die king, for choosing a 
post so exposed to assaults from the mountaineers. 
Ferdinand replied, that he should thus cut off all com- 
munication between the town and the city; and that 
as to the danger, his soldiers must keep die more 
vigilant guard against surprise. 

King Ferdinand rode forth, attended by several 
cavaliers and a small number of cuirassiers, appoint- 
ing the various stations of die camp. While a body 
of foot-soldiers were taking possession, as an ad- 
vanced guard, of an important height which over- 
looked the city, the king retired to a tent to take 
refreshment. While at table, he was startled by a 
sudden uproar, and, looking forth, beheld his soldiers 
flying before a superior force of the enemy. The king 
had on no other armol* but a cuirass ; seizing a lance, 
however, he sprang upon his horse and galloped to 
protect the fugitives, followed by his handful of 
knights and cuirassiers. When the Spaniards saw 
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force of his mind in the cabinet, rather than of his 
arm in the field. 

Ferdinand acknowledged the wisdom of their ad- 
vice, but declared that he could not see his people in 
peril without venturing his person to assist (bem : — 
a reply (says the old chroniclers) i^idiich delisted 
the whole army, inasmuch as they saw that he not 
only governed them as a good king, but protected 
them as a valiant captain* Ferdinand, however, was 
conscious of the extreme peril to which he had been 
exported, and made a vow never again to venture into 
battle without having his sword girt to his side.* 

When tins achievement of the king was related to 
Isabella, she trembled amidst her joy at his safety ; 
and afterwards, in memorial of the event, she granted 
to Velez Malaga, as the arms of the city, the figure 
of the king on horseback, with a groom lying dead 
at his feet, and the Moors flying.t 

The camp was formed, but the artillery was yet 
on the road, advancing with infinite labor, at the 
rate of merely a league a day ; for heavy rains had 
converted &e streams of the valleys into raging 
torrents, and completely broken up the roads. In 
the mean time, king Ferdinand ordered an assault on 
the suburbs of the city. They were carried, after a 
sanguinary conflict of six hours, in which many 
christian cavaliers were killed and wounded, and, 
among the latter, Don Alvaro of Portugal, son of the 



* mescas, Hist Pcmtif. lib. 6. c. 20. Wedmar, Hist Velez Malaga, 
tldem. 
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it to the Moors who were on the walls of the citj. 
The commanders replied, that the king was too noble 
and magnanimous to put such a threat in execution, 
and that they should not surrender, as they knew the 
artillery could not be brought to the camp, and they 
were promised succor by the king of Granada. 

At the same time that he received this reply, the 
king learnt that at the stroiig town of Comares, upon 
a height about two leagues distant from the camp, a 
large number of warriors had assembled from the 
Axarquia, the same mountains in which die chris- 
tian cavaliers had been massacred in the beginning 
of the war; others were daily expected, for this 
rugged sierra was capable of furnishing fifteen thou- 
sand figfatii^ men. 

King Ferdinand felt that his army, thus disjointed, 
and inclosed in aa enemy^s country, was in a peril- 
ous situation, and that the utmost discipline and vigi- 
lance were necessary. He put the camp under the 
strictest regulations, forbidding all gaming, blasphe- 
my, or brawl, and expelling all loose women and 
their attendant bully ruffians, the usual fomenters of 
riot and contention among soldiery. He ordered 
that none should sally forth to skirmish, without per- 
mission from their commanders; that none should 
set fire to the woods on the neighboring mountains; 
and that all word of security given to Moorish places 
.or individuals, should be inviolably observed. These 
regulations were enforced by severe penalties, and 
had such salutary effect, that, though a vast host of 
various people was collected together, not an oppro- 
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brious epithet wat heard, nor a weapon drawn in 
quarrel. 

In the mean time, the cloud of war went on, 
gatlieriiiff about tlie HummitH of the mouiitainat n)ul- 
titudes of the fierce warrion of the sierra descended 
to the lower heights of Hentomix, which overhung 
the camp, intending to force their way to the city* 
A detachment wan sent against them, which, after 
sliarp fighting, dmvo them to the higher clifFs of the 
mountain, where it was impossible to pursue them. 

Ten days had elapsed sir.ce the encampment of 
tlie army, yet still the artillery had not arrived. The 
lombards and other lieavy ordnance were left in 
despair, at Antiquera ; the rest came groaning slowly 
through the narrow valleys, which were filled with 
long trains of artillery, and cars laden with munitions. 
At length part of the smaller ordnance arrived within 
half a league of the camp, and the christians were 
animated with the hopes of soon being able to make 
a regular attack upoh tlie fortifications of tlie city. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

How King Ferdinand and his army were exposed to im 
ndnent perU, before Velez Malaga. 

While the standard of the cross waved on the 
hills before Velez Malaga, and every height and cliff 
bristled with hostile arms, the civil war between the 
factions of the Alhambra and the Albaycin, or rather 
between El Zagal and El Chico, continued to con- 
vulse the city of Granada. The tidings of the invest- 
ment of Velez Malaga at length roused the attention 
of the old men and the alfaquis, whose heads were 
not heated by the daily broils. They spread them- 
selves through the city, and endeavored to arouse 
the people to a sense of their common danger. 

** Why,'' said they, " continue these brawls be- 
tween brethren and kindred? what battles are these, 
where even triumph is ignominious, and the victor 
blushes and conceals his scars? Behold the christians 
ravaging the land won by the valor and blood of 
your forefathers; dwelling in the houses they have 
built, sitting under the trees they have planted, while 
your brethren wander about^ houseless and desolate. 
Do you wish to seek your real foe ? — he is encamped 
on the mountain of Bentomiz. Do you want a field 
for the display of your valor ? — ^you will find it before 
the walls of Velez Malaga." 

When they had roused the spirit of the people, 
diey made their way to the rival kings, an4 address- 



94 A cuwriiajTs or 

c«l ihv.m Vfiih WV.v. rc^rnoimtranrrH. IFamot Abcn 
Zurnix, tlif* iri(i|>in-(l »;in(oii, roproarlird Kl Za^l 
with Win blind and nnwitlv.nn arnlrition : ^^ You arc 
fitriving to Ix* kin^/" Kuid 1h% hitti:rly, "yet Miner (lie 
kingdom in he Ioh( !** 

Kl Zn^l found liimHrlf in a pcqdexinf; dilemma. 
He had a double war to wa^e, — with tlic enemy 
without, and the enemy within. >Should the rhris* 
tianti ^in poHM^KHion of the itea-ccmHt, it would be 
niinoun to the kingdom; filtould he leave (ininada 
to o|i|io<ie them, liin vac^ant throne might be nei/cd 
on by bin hepliew. He made a merit of ncceHsityt 
and, pretending to yield to the remoiiNtranceB of the 
alfaquis, endeavored to compromiiK! with DoalKlil, 
He exprcMcd deep concern at the daily losses of the 
country, caused by tlie diss<!nsions of the capital ; an 
o|iportunity now presented to retrieve all by a blow. 
I'he christians liad in a marnier put themselves in a 
tomb between the mountains — nothing remained but 
to timiw tin* earth upon them. He otFered to resign 
the title of king, to submit to the govenmient of his 
nephew, and fight under his standard ; all he desired 
was to hasten to the relic^f of Velex Malaga* and to 
take full vengf!ancc on the christians. 

DoalNlil spurned his proposition, as tlie artifice of 
a hypocrite and a traitor. " How shall I trust a 
man,*^ said lie, *^ who has munl(*red my father and 
my kindred by treachery, and has n«peatediy sought 
my own lifr, both by >iolence and stratagem T^^ 

Kl Zagal boilcHl with rage and vexation — but there 
was no time to be lost He was beset by the alfiiquia 
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and fhe nobles of his court; the youthful cavaliers 
were hot for action, the common people loud in their 
complainte that the richest cities were abandoned to 
the mercy of the enemy. The old warrior was 
naturally fond of fighting; he saw also that to remain 
inactive would endanger both crown and kingdom, 
whereas a successful blow would secure his popu- 
larity in Granada. He had a much more powerful 
force than his nephew, having lately received rein- 
forcements from Baza, Guadix, and Almeria; he 
could march with a large force, therefore, to the re- 
lief of Velez Malaga, and yet leave a strong garrison 
in the Alhambra. He took his measures, accordingly, 
and departed suddenly in the night, atlthe head of 
one thousand horse and twenty thousand foot. He 
took ihe most unfrequented roads, along the chain 
of mountains extending from Granada to the height 
of Bentomiz, and proceeded with such rapidity, as 
to arrive there before king Ferdinand had notice of 
his approach. 

The christians were alarmed one evening by the 
sudden blazing of great fires on the mountains about 
the fortress of Bentomiz. By the ruddy light, they 
beheld the flash of weapons and the array of troops, 
and they heard the distant sound of Moorish drums 
and trumpets. The fires of Bentomiz were answered 
by fires on the towers of Velez Malaga. The shouts 
of "ElZagal! El Zagal!" echoed along the cliffs, 
and resounded from the city; and the christians 
found that the old warrior king of Granada was on 
the mountain above their camp. 

Vol. 11. C 4 
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The •piriU of the Moom were •tiddeiily rained (o 
a pitch of tlie ^rt*atrHt rxultatioii, while the chriiitiaiit 
were aHtoiiiHhcd to hv.c. thin Htorin of war ready to 
biintt upon tlieir hcadH. The cuuiit de Cabin, witli 
hid accustomed ea^criieMM when there wai a king in 
the tield, would fain have Mcaled the heighbi, and 
attacked Kl Za^^il before he had time to fonn hit 
camp; but Ferdinand, who waw more coni and wary, 
reHtrained him. To attack the height, would be to 
abandon the siege. lie ordered every one, there- 
fore, to keep vigilant watch at his post, and to stand 
ready to defend it to tlic utmoHt, but on no account 
to sally fortli and attack the enemy. 

All night the signal-fires kept blaasing along the 
mountains, rousing and animating the whole country. 
The morning sun rose over the lofty summit of Ueu- 
tomiz on a scene of martial splendor. At its rays 
glanced down the mountain, they lighted up the 
white tents of the christian cavaliers, cresting its 
lower prominences, their pennons and ensigns flut» 
tering in the morning bree/e. The sumptuoua pa» 
vilions of the king, witli the holy standard of the 
cross and the royal banners of Castile and ArragODi 
dominated the encampment. Deyond lay the city, 
its lofly castle and immerous towers glistening with 
arms; while above all, and just on tlie profile of the 
height, in the full blaze of the rising sun, were de- 
cried the tents of the Moor, his turbaned troops 
clustering about them, and his iniidel banners float- 
ing agaiuHt the sky. Columns of smoke rose where 
the night-fires bad blazed, and the clash of tlie Moor- 
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ish cymbal, the bray of trumpet, and the neigh of 
steed, were faintly heard from the airy heights. So 
pure and transparent is the atmosphere in this region, 
liiat every object can be distinctly seen at a great 
distance ; and the christians were able to behold the 
formidable hosts of foes that were gathering on the 
summits of the surrounding mountains. 

One of the first measures of the Moorish king, was 
to detach a large force, under Rodovan de Vanegas, 
alcayde of Granada, to fall upon the convoy of ord- 
nance, which stretched, for a great distance, through 
the mountain defiles. Ferdinand had anticipated 
this attempt, and sent the commander of Leon, with 
a body of horse and foot, to reinforce the Master 
of Alcantara. El Zagal, from his mountain height, 
beheld the -detachment issue from the camp, and 
immediately recalled Hodovan de Van^s. The 
armies now remained quiet for a time, the Moor 
looking grimly down upon the christian camp, Uke a 
tiger meditating a bound upon his prey. The chris- 
tians were in fearful jeopardy — a hostile city below 
them, a powerful army above them, and on every 
side mountains filled with implacable foes. 

After El Zagal had maturely considered the situa- 
tion of the christian camp, and informed himself of 
all the passes of the mountain, he conceived a plan 
to surprise the enemy^ which he flattered himself 
would insure their ruin, and perhaps the capture of 
king Ferdinand. He wrote a letter to the alcayde 
of the city, commanding him, in the dead of the night, 
on a signal-fire being made from the mountain, to 
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nMy forth with nil hiH trcK>p<i, mid fall AirioiiNlj upon 
the; rhriHti;in ramp. Thr kiii^ would, at the name 
time, niHh down with hin arrriy from the riioiiiitain, 
and nsHail it on <he opposite nide; thiiH overwlielm- 
ing it, at the lirmr of deep repoHe. Thin letter ^ic 
diHpatr.hed hy a rene^ado ehriHtian, who knew oil 
the Hecre.t roadii of the country, and, if taken, could 
paHH hiniHelf for a chriNtian who luul escaped from 
captivity. 

The fi(;rce Kl Za^l, confident in hin fltratagem, 
looked down upi)n the chriHtiann an hifi devotcrd vic« 
tinifl. Ab the nun went down, and the lon^ nhadows 
of the inoiinUiinK ntretched acroHH the ve^a,he pointed 
with exultation to the camp below, apparently un- 
connciouii of the impending dang<;r. ''Alia AcbarT* 
exclaimed he, ''(iod in great I Heliold the unhelieven 
are delivered into our handii; their king and choicest 
chivalry will Hoon l>e at our mercy. Now is the 
time to hIiow the courage, of men, and, hy one glo- 
rious virU>ry, retrieve all that we have lo^t. Happy 
he who fallH fighting in the cauHe of the Prophet I he 
will at once Im; trannportc^d to the paradise of the 
faithfiil, and surrounded hy immortal houris. Happy 
he who shall survive vict^irious ! he will behold 
(iranada, — an earthly panidine) — once more deliv- 
cred from its foc^s, and rcMtored to all its glory." The 
wordH of Kl Zagal were received with acclamations 
by his troops, who waited impatiently for the ap- 
pointful hour, to pour down from tlieir mountain-bold 
mum the christians. 
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CHAPTER IV. - 

RuuU cf the stratagem ef El ZagcH to surprise Eng 

Derdinand. 

Queen Isabella and her court had remained at 
Cordova^ ui great anxiety for the result of the royal 
expedition. Every day brought tidings of the diffi- 
culties which attended the transportation of the ord- 
nance and munitions, and of the critical state of the 
army. 

Wbife in this state of anxious suspense^ couriers 
arrived with all speed from the frontiers, bringing 
tidings of the sudden sally of El Zagal from Granada, 
to surprise the camp. All Cordova was in conster- 
nation. The destruction o( the Andalusian chivalry, 
among the mountains of this very nei^borhood, was 
called to mind; it was feared that similar ruin was 
about to burst.forth, from rocks and precipices, upon 
Ferdinand and his array. 

Queen Isabella shared in the public alarm, but it 
served to rouse all the energies of her heroic mind. 
Instead of uttering idle apprehensions, she sou^t 
only how to avert the danger. She called upon all 
the men of Andalusia, under the age of seventy, ta 
arm and hasten to the relief of their sovereign; and 
she prepared to set out with the first levies. The 
grand cardinal of Spain, old Pedro Gonzalez de 
Mendoza, in whom the piety of the saint and the 

C2 
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wiftdom of the coiiiiAcllor were mingled with the fire 
of the cavalier, oiFerc^d higli pay to all horaemcn who 
would follow him to aid their king and tlie chrintian 
cause; and, buckling on armor, prepared to lead 
Uiem to the scene of danger. 

The summons of the queen roused the quick An« 
dalusian spirit Warriors who had long since given 
up fighting, and had sent their sons to battle, now 
seized the sword and lance that were rusting on the 
wall, and marshalled forth their gray-headed domes- 
tics and their grandchildren for the field. The great 
dread >^, that all aid would arrive too late: El 
Zagal and his host had passed like a storm through 
the mountains, and it was feared the tempest had 
already burst upon the christian camp. 

In the mean time, the night had closed which had 
been appointed by El Zagal for the execution of his 
plan. lie had watched the last light of day expire, 
and all the Spanish camp remained tranquil. As the 
hours wore away, tlie camp-fires were gradually 
extinguished. No drum or trumpet sounded from 
below. Nothing was heard, but now and then the 
dull heavy tread of troops, or the echoing tramp 
of horses — ^the usual patrols of the camp, and the 
changes of the guards. El Zagal restrained his own 
impatience, and that of his troops, until the night 
should be advanced, and the camp sunk in tliat 
heavy sleep from which men are with difiiculty 
awakened; and, when awakened, so prone to be 
bewildered and dismayed. 

At length, the appointed hour arrived. By order 
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of the Moorish king, a bright flame sprung up from 
the height of Bentomiz ; but El Zagal looked in vain 
for the responding light from the citv. His impa- 
tience would brook no longer delay; he ordered ^e 
advance of the army, to descend the mountain deflle 
and attack the camp. The defile was narrow, and 
overhang by rocks: as the troops proceeded, they 
came suddenly, in a shadowy hollow, upon a dark 
mass of christian warriors. - A loud shout burst forth, 
and the christians rushed to assail them; the Moors, 
surprised and disconcerted, retreated in confusion to 
the height When £1 Zagal heard ^ere was a chris- 
tian force posted in the defile, he doubted some 
counter-plan of the enemy. He gave orders to light 
the mountain fires. On a ^i^al given, bright flames 
sprung out on every height, from great pyres of 
wood, prepared for the purpose: chff blazed out 
after clifl*, until the whole atmosphere was in a glow 
of furnace light The ruddy glare lit up the glens 
and passes of the mountain, and fell strongly upon 
the christian camp^ revealing all its tents and every 
post and bulwark. Wherever El Zagal turned his 
eyes, he beheld the light of his fires flashed back 
from cuirass, and helm, and sparkling lance; he be- 
held a grove of spears planted in every pass, every 
assailable point bristling with arms, and squadrons 
of horse and foot in battle array, awaiting his attack. 
In fact, the letter of El Zagal to the alcayde of 
Velez Malaga had been intercepted by the vigilant 
Ferdinand ; the ren^;ado messenger hanged ; and 
secret measures taken, after the night had closed in^ 
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to give the oncmy a wnmi rrrrplion. EI Zngal «aw 
that hin plnri of niirprifte wnii didrovrrrd and foiled; 
furiouH with diHn|)|M>iiitineiit, he ordered hiii troopf 
forward to the attu<'k. They nwhed down the de- 
file, but were ngniii eticoiiiitered by the maii8 of 
chrintiati warriom, being the advance guard of the 
anny, commanded by Don Ilurtado dc Mcndozi, 
brother of the grand cardinal. I'he Moore were 
again reptiliied, and n*treated up the heiglit. Don 
Ilurtado would have followed them, but the aHCcnt 
wan fiteep and nigged, and eanily defended by the 
Moore. A nharp action wan kept up, through the 
night, with croM-bowfi, dartit, and arquebumeii. llie 
cliflffl echoed with deafening uproar, while the firci 
blazing upon the mountains threw a lurid and uncer^ 
tain light upon the ncene. 

When the day dawned, and llie Moore saw that 
there was no co-operation fnun tlic^ city, they began 
to slacken in their Hrdor: they beheld also every 
pass of the moiintiin filled with chriHtinn troops, and 
began to apprehend an assault in return. Just then 
king Ferdinand sent the inar(|iies of Cadiz, with 
horee and foot, to seize upon a height occupied by a 
battalion of the enemy. The nianpies nssailed the 
Moore with his usual intrepidity, and soon put them 
to flight The otiiere, who were; above, seeing their 
comra<les flying, were seized with a sudden alarm : 
tli(!y threw down their arms, and retreated. One of 
those unaccountable panics, whicli now and then 
seize ui)on great bodies of people, and to which the 
light-spirited Moore were very prone, now spread 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 33 

Aroughout the camp. They were terrified, they 
knew not why, or at what. They threw away 
swords, lances, hreast-plates, cross-bows, every thing 
that could burthen or impede their flight; and, 
spreading themselves wildly over the mountains, 
fled headlong down the defiles. They fled without 
pursuers — from the glimpse of each other's arms, 
from the sound of each, other'^ . footsteps. Rodovan 
de Vanegas, the brave alcayde of Granada, alone 
succeeded in collecting a body of the fugitives ; he 
made a circuit with them through the passes of the 
mountain, and forcing his way across a weak part of 
die christian lines, gaHoped towards Velez Malaga. 
The rest of the Moorish host was completely scat- 
tered. In vain did £1 Zagal and his knights attempt 
to rally them ; they were left almost alone, and had 
to consult their own security by flight. 

The marques of Cadiz, finding no opposition, as- 
cended from height to height, cautiously reconnoi- 
tring, and fearful of some stratagem or ambush. All, 
however, was quiet. He reached with his men the 
place which the Moorish army had occupied: the 
heights were abandoned, and strewed with cuirasses, 
scimitars, cross-bows, and other weapons. His force 
was too ^mall to pursue the enemy, but returned to 
the royal camp, laden with the spoils. 

King Ferdinand, at first, could not credit so signal 
and miraculous a defeat: he suspected some lurking 
stratagem. He ordered, therefore, that a strict watch 
should be maintained throughout the camp, and every 
one be ready for instant action. The following night, 

5 
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a ChAu<.in«l c.i\:ilior« :iiul liuLilct^ kept i^ttttnl nhtmt 
the n\\al triit, a<i llit'\ h.iil iloiir tor vovrnil prvH'nling 
nii:ht«: nor dul ihr kui^ n'l;i\ thi« %i)£ilcin«'i?, until Ke 
nM'civod (-(Tt.iin iiitrllicrtuo (hut i\\o rtirtiiv wm 
complt'trlv M';ittrn'(l, ;iiul F.I /^pil l1vtti|{ in con- 
fusion. 

The tidiii|;» of tJu!i HMit, Ahtl of tlir mifrtr of the 
christian amiv, arnviMl at (*onlo\a ju«t an rrinfiircc* 
nicntd wore on th<' point of urttinK out, Tiic atiKictj 
and alarm of tho (pirrn ami tlio piihlic, wore tiirnrd 
to transportit of joy and ^mtitudr. Tlic fitrcrs wm 
diflhanded, suilcmn pnH*i*?iAioiH wrrv made, And If 
deums cliantcd iu tlic churchcv, for to vignal a vie- 
toiy. 
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CHAPTER V. 

How the people cf Granada rewarded the valor of 

El Zagal. 

The daring spirit of the old warrior, Muley Ab- 
dalla El Zagal, in sallying forth to defend his terri- 
tories, while he left an armed rival in his capital, 
had struck the people of Granada with admiration. 
They recalled his former exploits, and again antici- 
pated some hardy achievement from his furious valor. 
Couriers from the army reported its formidable po- 
sition on the height of Bentoniiz. For a time, there 
was a pause in the bloody commotions of the city; 
all attention was turned to the blow about to be 
struck at the christian camp. The same considera- 
tions which diffused anxiety and terror through Cor- 
dova, swelled every bosom with exulting confidence 
in Granada. The Moors expected to hear of another 
massacre, like that in the mountains of Malaga. ^ £1 
Zagal has again entrapped the enemy!'' was the cry, 
" The power of the unbelievers is about to be struck 
to the heart We shall soon see the christian king 
led captive to the capital." Thus the name of El 
Zagal was on every tongue. He was extolled as the 
savior of the country ; the only one worthy of wear- 
ing the Moorish crown. Boabdil was reviled as 
basely remaining passive while his country was in 
vaded; and, so violent became the clamor of the 
populace, that his adherents trembled for his safety. 
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In |>n>por(io!i (o liiiir n-»rnl \:xmitii\;;. was* (he 
htimiii:ilioii that now tVIl up mi tho p<-oplo of Ciin- 
na(l:i. Thon* wa** a uiii\or».»! Imh-^^i, not of i;riof, hut 
indi^mtion. T\\c\ t'onf«Mini1i'il tho h*:iihT willi the 
am)}' — the fh*srrt«*(U with thoM' who \\iu\ ahniidoncd 
him; and Kl Zii;4:il, fvom hoin^ thoir idol, iH'ramc 
suddc^dy the ohji'rt of thoir o\i*rnttii>n. lie had 
sacrifirrd the ;irni\ ; ho h:id di«i>^r:ii rd the imtioii ; 
he had hetniyod (lie mimtn. Ih' waM » daManl, a 
traitor; he was tin worth} to roip;n I 

On a sudden, ono atnoti;; the multitude nhouted, 
"Jjon^ live l^oalidil el ( !|iiro I" the ery waH echoed 
on all Hides, and every on(; shoutod, *^ Lon^ live I)o- 
abdil cl Cliicol lon^ liv<: the lo^itimate king of 
Granada ! and death to all iiHurpen 1^* In tho ex* 
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citement of the moment, they thronged to the Al- 
baycin; and those who had lately besieged Boabdil 
with arms, now surrounded his palace with acclama- 
tions. The keys of the city, and of all the fortresses, 
were laid at his feet; he was borne in state to the 
Alhambra, and once more seated, with all due cere- 
mony, on the throne of his ancestors. 

Boabdil had by this time become so accustomed 
to be crowned and uncrowned by the multitude, 
that he put no great faith in the duration of their 
loyalty. He knew that he was surrounded by hollow ^ 
hearts, and that most of the courtiers of the Alham- 
bra were secretly devoted to his uncle. He ascended 
the throne as the rightful sovereign, who had been 
dispossessed of it by usurpation; and he ordered the 
heads of four of the principal nobles to be struck off, 
who had been most zealous in support of the usurper. 
Executions of the kind were matters of course, on 
any change in Moorish government; and Boabdil 
was lauded for his moderation and humanity, in be- 
ing content with so small a sacrifice. The factions 
were awed into obedience; the populace, delighted 
with any change, extolled Boabdil to the skies; and 
the name of Muley Abdalla El Zagal was for a time 
a by-word of scorn and opprobrium, throughout the 
city. 

Never was any commander more astonished and 
confounded by a sudden reverse of fortune, than El 
Zagal. The evening had seen him with a powerful 
army at his command, his enemy within his grasp, 
and victory about to cover him with glory, and to 

Vol. II. D 
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r on Mill 'I -it/: hi* po'A'r: — fli': rno^lir•^ (>«h';ld Um a 
f*t'il^tU\ ': Hrnori'^ fli': mo<jfit;iiri», h)% anny, hi(i pro*- 
|i<:nty, h>4 |/OA«-r, ;ill r|i«<|;#rlU!/J, hi: kri«;w not how — 
((oh«T lilcf ;i fh'^ifri off hi: nit^ht. In vmu ha^J hf: tri#:4 
Uf Kh-rn th^ h'-^i'llofi;^ ni;;)it of th'r anuy, lie iiaw h'u 
iif)ti;tflroiiii hM'^ikifi:^ anrl ')j'fp«:r>'irii{ Htjifrti^ the cliA 
of Hm! moiirit;iffiii, until, of all hi^ h'^t, tntly a handful 
of ravalif:r4 n:ur.iittt.t\ Aiithful t/> hirn. With the^e he 
ma/J^ a ^lo'^fny t'-iu-ui towanU i^jrsinsifU, hut with a 
h«::frt full of for<•ll'>«lin(.^ VVhfrri h«; «lrf:w near to the 
rtty, \t*'. iinu^'A on tli«: liank«i of the X«rTiel, and M;nt 
forth Mout^t Uf # olli:f:l 'titiA\\\\^t'.urf\ Hiey n: turned 
wilh t\f\fr.it:f\ roijnfi:nanrf%: "Thi: f^aU;?! of Grana- 
da/^ naifi fh#:y, "are i:loit#:(l a^^ain^t you. Tlie banner 
of l^mbdil /loatH on the tower of the Alhamhra.^ 

Kl Zaf(al tumed hin Ktcefl, and fW;parli;d in nilcnce. 
lie retreated Up the t/>wn of Almuneear, and from 
thenee t/> Almeria, whieh placiHf ^till remained faith- 
ful tri htm. K^rfttleim and uui'.any at U.'iri^ no distant 
from the eapital, he a;;aiii chan^^ed hin abo<lc, and 
repaired to the eity of (iuadix, within a few Iciagucf 
of (irariarla. Here he remained, endeavoring to 
rally hi«i forren, and preparing to avail hinmelf of 
any Mudderi etiaiige in the fluctuating poUtica of the 
inetropolifi« 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Surrender of Vdez Malaga and other places. 

The people of Velez Malaga had beheld the camp 
of Muley Abdalla El Zagal, covering the summit of 
Bentomiz, and glittering in the last rays of the «»etting 
8un. During the night, they had been alarmed and 
perplexed by signal-fires on the mountain, and by the 
sound of distant battle. When the morning broke, 
the Moorish army had vanished as if by enchantment. 
While the inhabitants were lost in wonder and con- 
jecture, a body of cavalry, the fragment of tfie army 
saved by Rodovan de Van^as, the brave alcayde of 
Granada, came galloping to the gates. The tidings 
of the strange discomfiture of the host, filled the city 
with consternation ; but Rodovan exhorted the people 
to continue their resistance. He was devoted to El 
Zagal, and confident in his skill and prowess; and 
felt assured diat he would soon collect his scattered 
forces, and return with fresh troops from Granada. 
The people were comforted by the words, and en- 
coura£|ed by the presence, of Rodovan; and they 
had still a lingering hope that the heavy artillery of 
the christians might be locked up in the impassable 
defiles of the mountains. This hope was soon at an 
end. The very next day, tliey beheld long laborious 
lines of ordnance slowly moving into the Spanish 
camp^ lombards, ribadoquines, catapultas, and cars 
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laden with munitions, — while tlic escort, under the 
brave Master of Alraiitani, whoolfd in j^reat bat- 
talions into the camp, to augment the force of the 
behiegers. 

The intellii^ence that (iranadu luid ithut itn gates 
against El Zagal, and that no reinforcements were 
to be expectc*d, completed the despair of tlic iuhab- 
itants; even Ilodovan himself lost confidence, and 
advised capitulation. 

The terms were arranged between the alcayde 
and the noble count de Cifuentes; the latter had 
been prisoner of Kodovan at Granada, wlio had 
treated him with chivalrous courtesy. They had 
conceived a mutual esteem for each otlier, and met 
as ancient friends. 

Ferdinand granted favorable conditions, for he 
was eager to proceed against Malaga. The inhab- 
itants were permitted to depart with tlieir eflfectSi 
except tlicir arms, and to n;sidc, if they chose it, in 
Spain, in any place distant from the sea. One hun- 
dred and twenty christians, of both sexes, were res- 
cued from captivity by tlie surrender of Vclez Mal- 
aga, and were sent to Cordova, where they were re- 
ceived with great tenderness by the queen and her 
daughter the Infanta Isabella, in the famous cathe- 
dral, in the midst of public rejoicings for the victory. 

The capture of Velez Malaga was followed by the 
surrender of Hentomiz, Comares, and all tlie towns 
and fortresses of the Axan|uia, which were strongly . 
garrisoned, and discreet and valiant cavaliers appoint 
cd as their alcaydes. The inliabitants of nearly fortj 
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towns of the Alpaxarra mouDtains, also, sent deputa 
tions to the Castilian sovereigns, taking the oath of 
allegiance as Mudehares, or Moslem vassals. 

About the same time came letters fronv Boabdil el 
Chico, announcing to the sovereigns the revolution 
of Granada in his favor. He solicited kindness and 
protection for the inhabitants who bad returned to 
their allegiance, and for those of all other places 
which should renounce adherence to his uncle. By 
this means (he, observed) the whole kingdom of Gra- 
nada would soon be induced .to acknowledge his 
8way, and would be held by him in faithful vassalage 
to the Castilian crown. 

The Catholic sovereigns complied with his request. 
Protection was immediately extended to the inhabit- 
ants of Granada,. permitting them to cultivate their 
fields in peace, and to trade with the christian terri- 
tories in all articles excepting arms; being provided 
with letters of surety, from some christian captain or 
alcayde. The same favor was promised to all other 
places, which, within six months, should renounce 
El Zagal and come under allegiance to the younger 
king. Should they not do so within that time, the 
sovereigns threatened to make war upon them, and 
conquer them for themselves. This measure had a 
great effect, in inducing many to return to the stand* 
ard of BoabdiL 

Having made every necessary arrangement for the 
government and security of the newly conquered 
territory, Ferdinand turned his attention to the great 
object of bis campaign, the reduction of Malaga. 

D2 6 
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niAPTEll VII. 

Of the city of Malaga^ and its inkabitanit. 

TiiK city of Maln^ licH in the Inp of a fertile val- 
ley, mirroiindrd by mouiituiiiH, exri^ptinf^ on the part 
ivhich licH open to the Hca. Am it \\m one of the 
most important, ho it wait one of the Htmii^eflt, cities 
of the M<M>riKh kingdom. It was fortified by walls 
of prodi^ioufl Htn^n^h, Htiidded with a f;rt*Ht number 
of liii^e toweni. On thr hind side, it wun pmtectcd 
by a natural harrier of mountaiuH; and on the other, 
tlie waves of tlie Mcdit(;rninean beat against the 
foundationii of its maHHivc hulwarJCH. 

At one end of the city, near the Hca, on a high 
mound, 8too<l the Al(:azal>a or citadel, — a fortress of 
grc>at Htrength. Inunediatcly aliove thin, roKe a Htc*ep 
and rocky mount, on tlu; top of which, in old timcw, 
had been a Pharo or lii^lit-houHc*, from which the 
height derived itH name of (tihralfaro.* It was at 
prcHcnt cniwnrd l>y an immense caMth*, which, from 
itH loflLy and cni^rd nit nation, its vast walU and 
mighty towcPH, wan dninrd iinprrgiiahlc. It com- 
municated with the Alca/aha hy a covered way, six 
paccH broad, leading down between two wallH, along 
the prof il<? or ridge of llie rock. The cantle of (iibral- 
faro comman(i(ul both citadel and city, and waH capa- 



* A corruption of Gihei-faro; tlin hill of tlin light-hotuo. 
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ble, if both were taken, of maintaining a siege. Two 
large suburbs adjoined the city: in the one towards 
the sea, were the dwelling-houses of the most opulent 
inhabitants, adorned with hanging gardens ; the other, 
on the land side, was thickly peopled, and surround 
ed by strong walls and towers. 

Malaga possessed a brave and numerous garrison, 
and the common people were active, hardy, and 
resolute; but the city was rich and commercial, and 
under the habitual control of numerous opulent mer- 
chants, who dreaded the ruinous consequences of a 
siege. They were little zealous for the warlike re- 
nown of their city, and longed rather to participate 
in the enviable security of property, and the lucrative 
privileges of safe traffic with tiie christian territories, 
granted to all places which declared for Boabdil. 
At the head of these gainful citizens was Ali Dordux, 
a mighty merchant of uncounted wealthy whose ships 
traded to every part of the Levant, and whose word 
was as a law in Malaga. Ali Dordux assembled the 
most opulent and important of his commercial breth- 
ren, and they repaired in a body to the Alcazaba, 
where they were received by the alcayde, Albozen 
Connixa, with that deference generally shown to men 
of their great local dignity and power of purse. Ali 
Dordux was ample and stately in his form, and fluent 
and emphatic in his discourse; his eloquence had an 
effect therefore upon the alcayde, as he represented 
the hopelessness of a defence of Malaga, the misery 
that must attend a siege, and the ruin that must fol- 
low a capture by force of arms. On the other hand. 
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lie M-t fnrtli tlif ^I'iH r lliiil iiii^lit hv. olitiiiiicd frum 
Ihr ( 'iintiliitii ho\fi('i^ii«, l>y III! nirly iuu\ voliiiitHry 
114 Uiiuwlfil^iiifiil nl' HiiiiIhIiI a*i kiti^; the iiriircfiil 
|Mi^-<hiinii lit llirir |M'njii'ii>, mill (111* |irnlitiihli* coin- 
iiH'M f Willi lilt- I liiiiliuii |Mirt», lliat woiilil be iillow- 
rd lliriii. Iff With htTiiiiili'd Uy Ihh wcii^lity iiiiil im- 
|io|-t:itil i'ii!i(Ijii(nt-»; iihil llir {ilni)(li', firnintuiriiMl (ii 
rr^iinl tlii'iii iin till' iiiliitrrn of llir nlliiirN of (hi* |ilurif, 
|irl(lril til (lirir iiiiitrd rnntiM*lN. Itr (lr|iurl<*i|, llieri!- 
fori*, willi nil h|irril, In llir rlit-inliiili ('iilti|), f||||}(JWer* 
I'll lo iiiniti^i' 11 ('•i|»i(iiliilinii with tin* ('imliliati moii- 
iirrli; mill in llir iiii-aii liiiir, IiIh brotlirr I'CMiiaiixrd in 
I'oiiiiiiaiiil of llii* Alra/alm. 

'riiiTi* wan at tliin tiiiir, ari alraydc, in flu* olil rni«^- 
liiiill f-ahllr oC (lihrairaro, a warliUr anil lirry Moor, 
an iniiilaralili' rnniiy orUir rlit'ifttiiiiiH. 'J'liin wum no 
ollirr than Jlainrl /t-li, Hiirnaniril Kl /i*({ri, (hit onri* 
rnniiiiluhli! alniyihr of Honda, and iUi: Irrror of iln 
iiioiintainH. Ih; had nrvrr fot|;ivrn thr ra|itiir(r of 
hiii fiivonti* foi'ti'i'Mri, and panlrd for viMi^'raiiri; on 
till* rlirihtianH. Nolwilhitaiidin^ IiIh ri'Vrtiii'H, he Und 
n-laincd \\tr. favor oC Kl /a^al, who knew liow (o 
apjinriati; a hold wattior of I hi! kind, and had 
|ilari'd him in I'.oniinand of thin ini|»oi'iant forlrerii 
of Ciihrahiuo. 

Jhinu'l id /I'^ri had ^athrn-d round him the n'rn- 
naiil oi' hin hand or^joiiirn'H, with ollirrH of Lhc rianui 
Irihr. 'I'Uvr^v. fii-rcr wamotit witi; nr'hllrd, likr* no 
many war-hawkn, ahoul th«*ir UA'iy cWil', 'Vlwy looked 
down with martial rontitmpi upon \\u: i.ommi'ii'ial 
city of Malaga, wliich Ihi^y wcra |)lui:ed to prolecl; 
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or rather, they esteemed it only for its military im- 
portance, and its capability of defence. They held 
no communion with its trading, gainful inhabitants, 
and even considered the garrison of the Alcazaba as 
their inferiors. War was their pursuit and passion ; 
they rejoiced in its turbulent and perilous scenes; 
and, confident in the strength of the city, and, above 
all, of their castle, they set at defiance the menace 
of christian invasion. There were among them, also, 
many apostate Moors, who had once embraced Chris- 
tianity, but had since recanted, and had fled from the 
vengeance of the Inquisition. These were despera- 
does, who had no mercy to. expect, should they again 
&11 into the hands of the enemy. 

Such were the fierce elements of the garrison of 
Gibralfaro ; and its rage may easily be conceived, at 
hearing that Malaga was to be given up without a 
blow ; that they were to sink into christian vassals, 
under the intermediate sway of Boabdil el Chico; 
and diat the alcayde of the Alcazaba had departed, 
to arrange the terms of capitulation. 

Hamet el Zegri determined to avert, by desperate 
means, the threatened degradation. He knew that 
there was a lai^e party in the city faithful to El 
Zagal, being composed of warlike men, who had 
taken refuge from the various mountain tovms which 
had been captured : their feelings were desperate as 
their fortunes, and, like Hamet, they panted for re- 
venge upon the christians. With these he had a 
secret conference, and received assurances of their 
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adherence to him in any uicaHures of defence. As 
(o the counsel of tliti peaceful inhahitanti), he con- 
siden'd it unworthy (he coniiidrration of a soldier; 
and he Hpurned at the interference of the wealthy 
merchant Ali Dordux, in mattera of warfare, 

'SStill,'* Hatd llamet el Ze^ri, 'Met us proceed 
^e^ula^iy/* So he deKcended with his Gomercs to 
the citadel, entered it suddenly, put to death the 
hn>ther of the alcayde, and such of the garrison as 
made any demur, and then summoned the principal 
inhahitants of Malaga, to dehberate on measures for 
the welfare of the city/ The wealthy merchants 
again moinited to the citadel, excepting Ali Dordux, 
who rt:fuHed to obey tlie Hummons. They entered 
with hearts filled with awe, for tlu^y found Ilantet 
surrounded by liiii grim African guanl, and all the 
stern array of military power, and they beheld the 
bloody tracefl of the recent maHsacrc. 

Ilamet el Zegri rolled a dark and searching eye 
upon the ariseinbly. '^ Who,*^ said he, '^ is loyal and 
devoted to Muley Abdalla el Zagal?** Every one 
present asserted his loyalty. ^'GoodP^ said Ilamet; 
'^ and who is ready to prove liis devotion to his sove- 
reign, by defending this \m important city to the last 
extremity 7*^ Every one present declared his readi- 
ncKs. ''Enough!^* observed Ilamet; ''the alcayde 
Albozcn Connixa has proved himself a traitor to his 
sovereign, and to you all ; for he has conspired to 

* Cura de lot Palacioi, c. 80. 
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deliver the place to the christians. It behoves you 
to choose some other commander, capable of defend- 
ing your city against the approaching enemy." The 
assembly declared unanimously, that there was no 
one so worthy of the command as himself. So 
Hamet el Zegri was appointed alcayde of Malaga, 
and immediately proceeded to man the forts and 
towers with his partisans, and to make eveiy prepa- 
ration for a desperate resistance. 

Intelligence of these occurrences put an end to 
the negotiations between king Ferdinand and the 
superseded alcayde Albozen Connixa, and it was 
supposed there was no alternative but to lay siege to 
ihe place. The marques of Cadiz, however, found 
at Yelez a Moorish cavalier of some note, a native 
of Malaga, who offered to tamper with Hamet el 
Zegri for the surrender of the city, or at least of the 
castle of Gibralfaro. The marques communicated 
this to the king: ^^I put this business, and the key 
of my treasury, into your hands," said Ferdinand ; 
"act, stipulate, and disburse, in my name, as you 
think proper." 

The marques armed the Moor with his own lance, 
cuirass, and tai^et, and mounted him on one of his 
own horses. He equipped in similar style, also, 
another Moor, his companion and relation. They 
bore secret letters to Hamet from the marques, offer- 
ii^ him the town of Coin in perpetual inheritance, 
and four thousand doblas in gold, if he would deliver 
up Gibralfaro ; together with lai^e sums, to be dis- 
tributed among his officers and soldiers: and he of- 
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fercd unlimited rewards for the surrender of the 
city.* 

Ilamet had a warrior^s admiration of the marques 
of Cadiz, and received his mcfiHengers with courtesy 
in his fortress of Gibralfuro. lie even listened to 
tlieir propositions with patience, and dismissed them 
in safety, tliough with an absolute refusal. The mar- 
ques thought his reply was not so peremptory as to 
discourage another effort The emissaries were dis- 
patched, therefore, a second time, with further propo- 
sitions. They approached Malaga in the night, but 
found the guards doul>lcd, patrols abroad, and the 
whole place on tlie alert They were discovered, 
pursued, and only saved themselves by tlie fleetnesi 
of their steeds, and their knowledge of the passes of 
the mountains. 

Finding all attempts to tamper with the faith of 
Hamet el Zegri utterly futile, king Ferdinand pub- 
licly summoned the city to surrender, offering the 
most favorable terms in case of immediate com- 
pliance; but tlireatening captivity to all the inhabit- 
ants, in case of resistance. 

The message was delivered in presence of the 
principal inhabitants, who, however, were too much 
in awe of the stem alcayde to utter a word. Hamet 
el Zegri then rose haughtily, and replied, that the 
city of Malaga had not been confided to him to be 
surrendered, but defended ; and the king should wit- 
ness how he accjuitted liimself of his charge.? 



* CuTft do los Palaciof, c. 8S. t Pulgar, part 3| cap. 74. 
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The messengers returned with formidable accounts 
of the force of the garrison, the strength of the forti- 
fications, and the determined spirit of the commander 
and his men. The king immediately sent orders to 
have the heavy artillery forwarded from Antiquera; 
and, on the 7th of May, marched with his army to- 
wards Malaga. 



Vol. II. E 



b() A UIHOMCUK iff 



niAPTiJi vfir. 

Adranre of ICing Ftrdinand against Malaga. 

'I'liK iiriny of Firnlifiaml (hIvshk «:(! in Ji:ii^<lii;n<sil 
lilKr, ^lilldifi^ (iloii^ the fool of tli<: iiioutilaihti which 
honhr iUt: Mt'ilitt-nniU'iiu ; wliilir a i\rt:i of v«:HUi:hf 
(rfi[i^U\t:t\ with Ut'.ii\y HtUlUiy iind war)ik<; rniiiiitioiM, 
kt*.\»i \ntt:i'. with it at a hhoH fhhhinri: h'oin lh<: land, 
i:ovi:j'iii^ (he Mra wilh a fhoniaiKl ^h-iiiiiiii^ Huilii. 
Wh<tii IhifiHrl f] /ir^f'i naw ihin forrir ii|)j>roacliill^ 
h<; M:l (iff! (o (hit hoiiH!)! of (h<r KnhmiiH which ftd* 
joifiitd ih<; walU, ttiui ntuti fortli iUrt:*: haltalioui to 
t:u*'.(HiuU'.r iUt: tuivtiutt*. [gtmui of (hit iTiiirrny. 

'i'hit <:hriii(iaii urriiy <h-<:w nmr (o lh<: i:i(y, ut tluU 
itUii wUi'Ti: i\u'. rahtli: aii<l nn.Uy h<rf^hl of ^jihnil&ro 
<hrr<:iMl Lh<: h<:ahoanl. \uittuuiiitU*.\y opjiotsiii;, tt 
ahoill (wo how-hhotn^ fiihtaiirr, h(oo(l \Ut: ntttiU: ; arid 
h<t(w<ti!ii it ami (h<: hi^h rhaiii of iiioiiiitainri, wiui ft 
Ml4!rp and rorky hiil, f:onini:in<iin{4 a |>ax.tf (hroij^b 
which (h<: <:hri»t(ianii /nimt nian:li li) p<rn<rlf'ali; In ilui 
V<t^a and Durround (hi: nty, Jlani<rt t:\ /i-^ri ordtftrisd 
iUti lhn;#: haKahontt lo lak<: (heir >!lation)!,on<: on tliiii 
hill, ano(h4:r in lh<! pa^H n<!ar lh<: ra^tlh:, and a Uiiiid 
on lh<: tiid<: of lh<: mountain n<tar lh<; hi'a. 

A hody of Sjianiish fool-noldi^M^, of (h<; advance 
(^uard, klurdy nioiinlainft<rr:*. of (lalliria, h|>ran^ for- 
ward lo rJimli (h<t »>.id<: of thi: h<:i^hl n<:xl Ihc Msa; 
^ ilui Hututi Uin<:, a nundicr ofcavalierif and liidalgoi 
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of the royal household, attacked tlie Moors who 
guarded the pass below. The Moors defended their 
posts with obstinate valor. The Gallicians were re- 
peatedly overpowered and driven down the hill, but 
as often rallied, and being reinforced by the hidalgos 
and cavaliers, returned to the assault. This obstinate 
struggle lasted for six hours : the strife was of a dead- 
ly kind, not merely with cross-bows and arquebusses, 
but hand to hand, with swords and daggers; no 
quarter was claimed or given, on either side — they 
fought not to make captives, but to slay. It was but 
the advance of the christian army, that was engaged ; 
so narrow was the pass along the coast, that the army 
could proceed only in file : horse and foot, and beasts 
of burden, were crowded one upon another, imped- 
ing each other, and blocking up the narrow and rug- 
ged defile. The soldiers heard the uproar of the 
battle, the sound of trumpets, and the war-cries of 
the Moors — but tried in vain to press forward to 
the assistance of their companions. 

At length a body of foot-soldiers of the Holy 
Brotherhood climbed^ with great difficulty, the steep 
side of the mountain which overhung the pass, and 
advanced with seven banners displayed. The Moors, 
seeing this force above them, abandoned the pass in 
despair. The battle was still raging on the height ; 
the Gallicians, though supported by Castilian troops 
under Don Hurtado de Mendoza and Garcilasso de 
la Vega, were severely pressed and roughly handled 
by the Moors; at length a brave standard-bearer, 
Luys Mazedo by name, threw himself into the midst 
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of the enemy, and planted liii banner on the summit 
'J'lic Galliciann and CaHtilianN, stimulated by thii 
noble self-devotion, followed him figliting dcs|>e* 
rately, and tbe Moors were at len^^tb driven to tlieir 
castle of (jibralfaro.* 

This important hei^ht bein(( taken, the pass lajr 
o|>en to tlie army ; but by this time evening was ad- 
vancing, and tlie host was too weary and exhausted 
io seek proper situations for tlie encampment. The 
king, attended by several grandees and cavalicrSi 
went the rounds at night, stationing outposts towards 
the city, and guards and patrols to give the alarm 
on tlie least movement of the enemy. All night the 
christians lay upo>n their arms, lest tliere should be 
some attempt to sally forth and attack them. 

When the morning dawned, the king gazed with 
admiration at this city, which he hoped soon to add 
to his dominions. It was surrounded on one side by 
vineyards, gardens, and orchards, which covered tbe 
hills with verdure ; on the other side, its walls were 
bathed by the smooth and tran(|uil sea. Its vast and 
lofty towers and prodigious castles, hoary with age, 
yet unimpaired in strength, showed the labors of 
magnanimous men in former times (o protect tlieir 
favorite abode. Hanging gardens, groves of oranges, 
citrons, and pomegraiiates, with tall cedars and 
stately palms, were mingled with the stern battle- 
ments and towers — b(;speaking the opulence and 
luxury that reigned within. 

*** Vulgar. Cronict* 
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In the mean time, the christian army poured 
through the pass, and, throwing out its columns and 
extending its lines, took possession of every vantage- 
ground around the city. King Ferdinand surveyed 
the ground, and appointed the stations of the differ- 
ent commanders. 

ITie important mount which had cost so violent a 
struggle, and faced the powerful fortress of Gibral- 
faro, was given in charge to Roderigo Ponce de 
Leon, marques of Cadiz, who, in all sieges, claimed 
the post of danger. He had several noble cavaliers 
with their retainers in his encampment, which con- 
sisted of fifteen hundred horse and fourteen thousand 
foot; and extended from the summit of the mount 
to the margin of the sea, completely blocking up the 
approach to the eity on that side. From this post, 
a line of encampments extended quite round the city 
to the seaboard, fortified by bulwarks and deep 
ditches ; while a fleet of armed ships and galleys 
stretched before the harbor ; so that the place was 
completely invested, by sea and land. The various 
parts of the valley now resounded with the din of 
preparation, and were filled with artificers preparing 
warlike engines and munitions : armorers and smiths, 
with glowing forges and deafening hammers ; carpen- 
ters and engineers, constructing machines wherewith 
to assail the walls ; stone-cutters, shaping stone balls 
for the ordnance ; and burners of charcoal, preparing 
fuel for the furnaces and forges. 

When the encampment was formed, the heavy 
ordnance was landed from the ships, and mounted 

E2 
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ID various parts of the camp. Five huge lombaidi 
were placed on the mount commanded by the mar* 
ques of Cadiz, ho as to bear upon tiie cantle of Gib- 
ralfaro. 

The Moore made strenuous efibrts to impede 
these preparutioiiH. They kept up a heavy fire from 
tlieir ordnance, upon the men employed in digging 
trenches or constructing batteries, so tluit the latter 
had to work principally in tlie night Tlie royal 
tenU had been stationed conspicuously, and within 
reach of tho Moorish batteries; but were so warmly 
assailed, tliat they had to l)e removed behind a hill. 

When tlic works were completed, tlie christian 
batteries opened in return, and kept up a tremendous 
cannonade; while the fleet, approaching the land, 
assailed the city vigorously on the opposite side, 

^* It was a glorious and delectable sight,^* observes 
Fray Antonio Agapida, ** to behold tliis infidel city 
thus surrounded by sea and land, by a mighty chria- 
tian force. Every mound in its circuit was, as it 
were, a little city of tents, bearing the standard of 
some renowned Catholic warrior. Beside tlie war- 
like ships and galleys which lay before the place, the 
sea was covered with innumerable sails, passing and 
repassing, appearing and disappearing, being engaged 
in bringing -supplies for tlic subsistence of tlie army. 
It seemed a vast spectacle contrived to recreate the 
eye, did not the vollying bursts of flame and smoke 
from the ships, which seemed to lie asleep on the 
quiet scat ^ the thunder of ordnance from camp 
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and city, from tower and battlement, tell the deadly 
warfare that was waging. 

" At night, the scene was far more direful than in 
the day. The cheerful light of the sun was gone; 
there was nothing but the flashes of artillery, or the 
baleful gleams of combustibles thrown into the city, 
and the conflagration of the houses. The fire kept 
up from the christian batteries was incessant; there 
were seven great lombards in particular, called The 
Seven Sisters of Ximenes, which did tremendous 
execution. The Moorish ordnance replied in thun- 
der from the walls; Gibralfaro was wrapped in 
volumes of smoke, rolling about its base ; and Hamet 
el Zegri and his Gomeres looked out with triumph 
upon the tempest of war they had awakened. Truly 
they were so many demons incarnate,^' concludes 
the pious Fray Antonio Agapida, "who were per- 
mitted by Heaven to enter into and possess this infidel 
city, for its perdition.^* 
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c:;iiAPTKii IX. 

tUtgf t%J Malaga, 

TiiK ttUttc-k on Mulii|{it, liy mimi ntid liinili wui kept 
up for Novc^rul Auyt with Imtmuloiiii vi(ili*iire, but 
without prcMluciiif^ Atiy i^rnit iitiprc*Mioti, no »tmitg 
wc*rti titr nitrii'tit hulwiirkH of the* city. T\w. rount 
dt) (*truc*utc*N wiiN thr timt to Hi|{tiith/r hiiiiHrirby nujr 
notcMi iirltic!V<*itif lit. A itmiii tovvrr of thi* Huhurh Imd 
becitt NltiiU<*n*(l tiy thii onliittucc, uimI thi* htttth*iriifiili 
dcsiitoliMhc!(l, NO UN to yic:i(l no Nhrhrr to itN (h'Ainderi. 
Miteiii({ thiN, thc! count uHM'nihhMi u ^itlhint bund of 
cavulium of thn royiil hotiHchohl, und ndvitncrd to 
Uiki) it by Ntonii. 'J*h«ty upphc'd Hrulinf{ litdditni, fuid 
mountiid, Nwonl in bund. 'VUt: Mooiii, huviuK no 
lon^^f^r butth^miMitN to protcrt thrni, dcMcrndi'd to A 
low(*.r floor, nnd inadi; furionii rvn'mUiUct*. from the 
wiiuloWH und ioop-hoh*N. 'J*h(*y pourrd down boil- 
ing pitch and ronin, und hurhMl nIouc^n und duiiM and 
urrowH on thci aHuitiluntN. Muny of th<i c.hri«tittni 
wt*rf) Nliiin, thcnr lud(h*rM wi*ro dc«ti-oycd by f laming 
<:oinbuHlibh«M, und Iho crotmt wim obliged to riUreat 
from bi'forf. tbo towrr. On thr followinij day he 
rcinctwod th<*. ultuck with nuprrior forcr, and, aftur a 
uv.vvvti combat, Hucci^iiditd in pbintin^ hiN victoriou* 
baniutr on iUt^ lowi^r. 

'J'h<{ Moom now aNNaili^d tint toWi*r in their turn* 
Tluiy undcmiined tlie part towardu tlic city, placed 
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props of wood under the foundation, and, setting 
fire to them, drew off to a distance. In a little while 
the props gave way, the foundation sunk, and the 
tower was rent ; part of its wall fell, with a tremen- 
. dous noise ; many of the christians were thrown out 
headloi^, and the rest were laid open to the missiles 
of the enemy. 

By this time, however, a breach had been made in 
the wall adjoining the tower, and troops poured in to 
the assistance of their comrades. A continued battle 
was kept up, for two days and a nighty by reinforce- 
ments from camp and city. The parties fought back- 
wards and forwards through the breach of the wall, 
with alternate success ; and the vicinity of the tower 
was strewn with the dead and wounded. At length 
the Moors gradually gave way, disputing every inch 
of ground, until they were driven into the city ; and 
the christians remained masters of the greater part 
of the suburb. 

This partial success, though gained with great toil 
and bloodshed, gave temporary animation to the 
christians ; they soon found, however, that the attack 
on the main works of the city was a much more 
arduous task. The garrison contained veterans who 
had served in many of the towns captured by the 
christians. They were no longer confounded and 
dismayed by the battering ordnance and other strange 
engines of foreign invention, and had become expert 
in parrying their effects, in repairing breaches, and 
erecting counter-works. 

The christians, accustomed of late to speedy con- 
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f|ti#!«U of Moori4i Airtrf •«#!«, l^/inrrif; irn|HitSmit of 
fi«; «low pr^iKHTM of Oi#; «i#t{(<t. Many wirrrr ftpprft' 
flMtn^v^: of a «#,»rM(j of |frovf«fori«, from IIm; ilitt' 
rjiltjr of «iiUf«(iri(( mi hiirri^rou* « \yM in Um: lumrt 
»f Um! i:fii:riijr\ #.oiififry, wlM:r#: ft wtt% unri'Mnttry U$ 

tuiflft, or «t|bj<-# li:4 t/f i\H'. ttttt.i'.tiiUhUt'M of t||«? fMH|« 

Many ifelt/y wi:r#- {il;imM:#l sit si |f<T«til«;fi#.4; wlii#:h lirrJcft 
fnit if I t)i#; rii;t(()ihoriri(( villaf(<!« ; uuA tunun wirri; ftO 
liVtfrrr.orrM! by fh<:M: Mppr^lM' ri«iofi«, ;t« t/i ttlisiifiloif Um 
c:arn|> fliri'l riTlum to tli#:fr l»/ifrif'«« 

H#!V#:riil of l\$i: hn/**: Htui wortbl<'M liMri((#:nMin tfwt 
infirvt cill i^rfrait »rmf<'«,h<:firtn(( tli<'it#: fritinritir«,thfiti^i 

UlMt tlM; i|»#;f(tf' WOuM MiOfi lif! rSiiM:l|, fiififl d#!««rrU:<l lo 

tin; «7n#:my, h/i|iifit( to rfi;ik«; tti^rir fortiifi#7«, TtMi^ 
IpiviT i!»»(^fTr;iti:#l luxotiritA of th#; H\t$nn% Hud #l»M:iyrf 
«;liUi of tlii; anny, sifM rfr|»riT«#Tfit<7#l tti#! irtntitn m 
lUily rHtiniifi|( home in httttiU, A)Hfff. all, tli/ry ie* 
thrvA titHi till! ((iiri|fOW«lf!r wnn iH'ttr\y #;ftti»ii«t«Td, no 
that till! artillery wotihl «iiori he luejeo* Tlnry a«» 
MiriTil till! Mi^irv, therefore, that if tlnry per«i«ted ft 
little ionj^er in their ilefenr.e, tln! bfn({ woiiM be 
ohlij(eil to lr«tw olT hi« fori.e* ami ahanilon the nitiffin, 

The re|iort« of the«e refi«T((afloe« ^'ave fretli eoiir* 
ft^e to tiM! ^nrritofi; they mii'le ifs(oroM« «allfe« fi|»on 
the ramp, hara««iti(( it hy ni^^ht an'l ilay, anil ohli|;ffi|{ 
i'.ffry part to he (^tuinleil with the twM painful vi|(i' 
|anre« 't*liey fortifieil the weak part* of their walk 
with ditehe* aii'l pali«ailoe«, ami ((ave f.vv.ry mafii' 
Cf!iitalion of a deterniineil an'l iinyiehlfM^ spirit, 

Fenliniind noon rei;eive(l inti'JIifjenee of tins re* 
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ports which had been carried to the Moors ; he un- 
derstood that they had been informed, likewise, that 
the queeh was alarmed for the safety of the camp, 
and had written repeatedly urging him to abandon 
the siege. As the best means of disproving all these 
falsehoods, and of destroying the vain hopes of the 
enemy, Ferdinand wrote to the queen, entreating her 
to come and take up her residence in the camp. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Si^ge of Malaga coniinuad — obatinaey of Ilamei d 

Zrgri. 

Great wm the entliuBiaiim of the army, wlien tbejr 
beheld Iheir patriot queen advaiieing in itate, to 
Hhurc tlie toiU and dangent of her |>eo|ilc. habelk 
cnten^d the camp, attended bjr the dignitaries and 
the whole retinue of her eoiiK, Ut manifest tlut thii 
waH no temporary viMit. On one Hide of her was ber 
daughter, the Infanta ; on the other, the grand cardi- 
nal of Spain, Hernando de Talavera, tlie prior of 
Prado, confessor to the queen, followed, with a great 
train of prelates, courtiers, cavaliers, and bidies of 
distinction. The cavalcade moved in calm and 
stately order tlirough the camp, softening the iron 
aspect of war by this array of courtly grace and 
female beauty. 

Isabella bad commanded, that on her coming io 
the camp, the horrors of war should be suspcndedy 
and fresh offers of peace made to the enemy. On 
her arrivil, therefore, thi^re had been a general cei- 
sation of firing throughout the camp. A messenger 
was, at the same time, dispatched to the besiegedi 
informing them of ber being in the camp, and of the 
determination of the sovcfreigns to make it their set* 
tied residence until the city should be taken. Tha 
same terms were offered, in case of immediate lur- 
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render, that had been granted to Velez Malaga ; but 
the inhabitants were threatened with captivity and 
the sword, should they persist in their defence. 

Hamet el Zegri received this message with haughty 
contempt, * and dismissed the messenger without 
deigning a reply. " The christian sovereigns," said 
he, " have made this offer in consequence of their 
despair. The silence of their batteries proves the 
truth of what has been told us, that their powder is 
exhausted. They have no longer the means of de- 
molishing our walls ; and if they remain much long- 
er, the autumnal rains will interrupt their convoys, 
and fill their catnp with famine and disease. The 
first storm will disperse their fleet, which has no 
neighboring port of shelter : Africa will then be 
open to us, to procure reinforcements and supplies." 

The words of Hamet el Zegri were hailed as 
oracular, by his adherents. Many of the peaceful 
part of the community, however, ventured to remon- 
strate, and to implore him to accept the proffered 
mercy. The stem Hamet silenced them with a 
terrific threat : he declared, that whoever should talk 
of capitulating, or should hold any communication 
with the christians, should be put to death. The 
fierce Gomeres, like true men of the sword, acted 
upon the menace of their chieftain as upon a written 
law, and having detected several of the inhabitants 
in secret correspondence with the enemy, they set 
upon and slew them, and then confiscated their ef- 
fects. This struck such terror into the citizens, that 
those who had been loudest in their murmurs became 
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iuddcnlj mute, and were n*markcd as evincing the 
greatettt biiHtle and alacrity in the defence of the city. 

When the meMcn^er returned to the camp, and 
reported the contemptuous reception of the royal 
metiriage, king Ferdinand was exceedingly indignant 
Finding the cessation of firing, on the queen's ai^ 
rival, had encouraged a belief among the enemy that 
there was a scarcity of powder in the camp, he or- 
dered a general discharge from all tlie batteries. 
The sudden burst of war from every quarter soon 
convinced the Moors of their error, and completed 
tlie confusion of the citizens, who knew not which 
most to dread, tlieir assailants or their defcnden^ 
the christians or the Gomeres. 

That evening the sovereigns visited the encamp* 
ment of the manjues of Cadiz, which commanded 
a view over a great part of the city and the camp. 
The tent of the marques was of great magnitudey 
funiished with hangings of rich brocade and French 
clotli of tlie rarest texture. It was in the oriental 
style ; and, as it crowned the height, with the sur- 
rounding tents of other cavaliers, all sumptuously 
furnished, presented a gay and silken contrast to the 
opposite towers of Gibralfaro. Here a splendid col- 
lation was served up to the sovereigns; and the 
courtly revel that prevailed in this chivalrous en- 
campment, the glitter of pageantry, and the bursts 
of festive music, made more striking the gloom and 
silence that reigned over the Moorish castle. 

Tlie marques of Cadiz, while it was yet light, 
conducted his royal visiters to every point that com- 
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manded a view of the warlike scene below. He 
caused the heavy lombards also to be dischai^ed, that 
the queen and ladies of the court might witness the 
effect of those tremendous engines. The fair dames 
were filled with awe and admiration, as the moun- 
tain shook beneath their feet with the thunder of the 
artillery, and they beheld great fragments of the 
Moorish walls tumbling down the rocks and pre- 
cipices. 

While the good marques was displaying these 
things to his royal guests, he lifted up his eyes, and 
to his astonishment beheld his own bamier hanging 
out from the nearest tower of Gibralfaro. The blood 
mantled in his cheek, for it was a banner which he 
had lost at the time of the memorable massacre of 
the heights of Malaga.* To make this taunt more 
evident, several of the Gomeres displayed themselves 
upon the battlements, arrayed in the helmets and 
cuirasses of some of the cavaliers slain or captured 
on that occasion. The marques of Cadiz restrained 
his indignation, and held his peace ; but several of 
bis cavaliers vowed loudly to revenge this cruel bra- 
vado, on the ferocious garrison of Gibralfaro. 

* J>iegQ de Yftlera* Cronica, MS. 



64 A CHRONICLE OF 



CHAPTER XI. 

Atlatlc of the Marqvra of Cadiz upon fiibralfaro* 

TiiK man|ucH of CJadi/ whm not a cavalier tliat 
readily for^vi; an injury or an inHulL On the morn- 
ing afU'.r the royal lian(|ti<!t, hiri liatlerieH opened a 
tremendouH fire upon Giliralfaro, All day, Uie en- 
campment VfiM wrapped in wreatliM of smoke ; nor 
did Uie aNMault ceaiie wiili Uie day — but, throughout 
the night, there wan an inceiiMant flaHhing and Uiun- 
dering of the lombards, and, Uie following moniingi 
the aMauli raUier increased tlian slackened in fury. 
The Moorihh bulwarks were no proof against tliose 
formidable engines. In a few days, the lofty tower 
on which tlie taunting banner liad been dinplayed, 
was shattered ; a smaller tower in its vicinity reduced 
to ruins, and a great breach made in tlie intervening 
walls. 

Several of the hot*spirited cavaliers were eager 
for storming the breach, sword in hand ; others, more 
cool and wary, pointed out tlie raHhncnui of such an 
attempt; for the Moors had worked indefatigably in 
the night; they had diggrd a deep ditr.h within the 
breach, and had fortified it with palinadoes and a 
high brearitwork. All, however, agreed that the 
camp might safely be advanced near to tlie ruined 
walls, and that it ought to be done so, in return for 
tlie insolent defiance of tlie enemy. 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 65 

The marques of Cadiz felt the temerity of the 
measure, but he was unwilling to dampen the zeal 
of these high-spirited cavaliers; and having chosen 
the post of danger in the camp, it did not become 
him to decline any service, merely because it might 
appear perilous. He ordered his ouiposts, therefore, 
to be advanced within a stone^s-throw of the breach, 
but exhorted the soldiers to maintain the utmost 
vigilance. 

The thunder of the batteries had ceased; the 
troops, exhausted by two nights' fatigue and watch- 
fulness, and apprehending no danger from the dis- 
mantled walls, were half of Uiem asleep ; the rest 
were scattered about in negligent security. On a 
sudden, upwards of two thousand Moors sallied forth 
from the castle, led on by Alrahan Zenete, the prin- 
cipal captain under Hamet They fisll with fearful 
havoc upon the advanced guard, slaying many of 
them in their sleep, and putting the rest to headlong 
flight 

The marques was in his tent, about a bow-shot dis- 
tance, when he heard the tumult of the onset, and 
beheld his men flying in confusion. He rushed forth, 
followed by his standard-bearer. ^^ Turn again, cav- 
aliers J" exclaimed he ; "I am here, Ponce de Leon! 
to the foe J to the foe!" The flying troops stopped 
at hearing his well-known voice, rallied under his 
banner, and turned upon the enemy. The encamp- 
ment, by this time, was roused; several cavaliers 
from the adjoining stations had hastened to the scene 
of action, with a number of Gallicians and soldiers 

F2 9 - 
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of the Holy Brotherhood. An obstinate and blood/ 
contirflt unfilled ; tfie rug^vdticnn of the place, the 
rockfl, vhnnmn^ and di>rliviti(!fi, broke it into ntimcr- 
oim ronibntfl : cfiriHfian and Moc>r fouglit hand to 
hand, with fiwordfi and da^^eni; and often, grappling 
and Ntrii^lin^, rolled togcrther down the precipicen. 

The bannrr of the marrpiefi was in danger of be- 
ing taken : fie hantened to itii reHr.ue, followed by 
fiome of hin bravent cavalieni. Tliey were mirroundcd 
by the enemy, and fieveral of them cut down. Don 
Diego Ponce de Leon, brother to the marques, wa» 
wounded by an arrow; and hifi Kon-in-law, Luis 
Ponce, wa» likewise wounded : they fiucreeded, how- 
ever, in rescuing the banner, and bearing it ofl* in 
safety. The battle lasted for an hour; the height 
was covered with killed and wounded, and the blood 
flowed in streams down the rocks ; at length, Alra- 
han Zenetc being disabled by the thrust of a lance, 
the Moors gave way and retreated to the castle. 

They now opened a galling fire from their battle- 
ments and towers, approaching the breaches so as to 
discharge their cross-bows and arquebusses into the 
advanced guard of the encampment. The marques 
was singled out ; the shot fell thick about him, and 
one passed through his buckler, and struck upon his 
cuirass, but without doing him any injury. Every 
one now saw the danger and inutility of approaching 
the camp thus near to the castle; and those who had 
counselled it, were now urgent that it should be 
witfidrawn. It was accordingly removed back to its 
original ground, from which the marques had most 
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Felactantlj advanced it Nothing but his valor and 
timely aid had prevented this attack on his outpost 
from ending in a total rout of all that part of the 
army. 

^ Many cavaliers of distinction fell in this contest 
but the loss of none was felt more deeply than that 
of Ortega de Prado, captain of escaladors. He was 
one of the bravest men in the service ; the same who 
had devised the first successful blow of the war, the 
storming of Alhama, where he was the first to plant 
and mount the scaling-ladders. He had always been 
high in the favor and confidence of the noble Ponce 
de Leon, who knew how to appreciate and avail 
himself of the merits of all able and valiant men.* 

* Zurita. Mariana. Abarca. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Siege cf Malaga continued. — Stratagems of varUme 

kinds. 

Great were the cxciiioriB now made, lioth bj the 
besiegers and tlic besieged, to carry on this contest 
with the utmost vigor. Ilamet el Zegri went the 
rounds of tlte walls ainl towers, doubling the guards, 
and putting every tiling in tlie best posture of defence. 
The garrison was divided into parties of a hundred, 
to each of which a captain was appointed. Some 
were to patrol, otiiers to sally forth and skirmish with 
the enemy, and otliers to liold themselves armed and 
in reserve. Six albutozas, or floating batteries, were 
manned and armed with pieces of artillery, to attack 
tlie fleet. 

On the other hand, the Castilian sovereigns kept 
open a communication by sea with various parts of 
Spain, from which they received provisions of all 
kinds; tliey ordered supplies of powder also from 
Valencia, Barcelona, Sicily, and Portugal. They 
made great preparations also for stomiing the city. 
Towers of wood were constructed, to move on 
wheels, each capable of holding one hundred men; 
they were furnished with ladders, to be thrown from 
their summits to i^xa tops of the walls; and within 
those ladders, others were encased, to be let down 
for tlie descent of the troops into the city. There 
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Were gallipagos or tortoises, also, being great wooden 
sbields, covered with hides, to protect the assailants, 
and those who undermined the walls. 

Secret mines were commenced, in various places ; 

«ome were intended to reach to the foundations of 

fte walls, which were to be propped up with wood, 

teafdy to be set on fire ; others were to pass under 

fte walls, and remain ready to be broken open so as 

to give entrance to the besiegers. At these mines the 

army worked day and night; and during these secret 

preparations, the ordnance kept up a fire upon the 

■^ city, to divert the attention of the besieged. 

' In the mean time, Hamet el Zegri displayed won- 

^derful vigor and ingenuity in defending the city, and 

^ ID repairing or fortifying, by deep ditches, the breaches 

made by the enemy. He noted, also, every place 

where the camp might be assailed with advantage, 

'•and gave the besieging army no repose night or day, 

While his troops sallied on the land, his floating bat- 

iteries attacked the besiegers on the sea; so that there 

was incessant skirmishing. The tents called the 

Queen^s Hospital were crowded with wounded, and 

the whole army suffered from constant watchfulness 

and fatigue. To guard against the sudden assaults 

of the Moors, the trenches were deepened, and pali- 

I sadoes erected in front of the camp; and in that part 

facing Gibralfaro, where the rocky heights did not 

admit of such defences, a high rampart of earth was 

thrown up. The cavaliers Garcilasso de la Vega, 

Juan de Zufliga, and Diego de Atayde, were appoint- 
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ed to go the roundii, and keep vigilant watch that 
these fortificutioiis were maintained in good order. 

In a little while, Ilamet discovered the nnines se- 
cretly commenced by the christians: he immediately 
ordered counter-mines. The soldiers mutually work- 
ed until they met, and fought hand to hand, in these 
subterranean passages. Tiie christians were driven 
out of one of their mines; fire was set to the wooden 
framework, and the mine destroyed. Encouraged 
by this success, the Moors attempted a general attack 
upon the camp, the mines, and the besieging fleet 
The battle lasted for six hours, on land and water, 
above and below ground, on bulwark, and in trench 
and mine; the Moors displayed wonderful intrepiditje^ 
but were finally repulsed at all points, and obliged 
to retire into the city, where they were closely in- 
vested, without the means of receiving any assistance 
from abroad. 

The horrors of famine were now added to the 
other miseries of Malaga. Ilamet el Zegri, with the 
spirit of a man bred up to war, considered every 
thing as subservient to the wants of the soldier, and 
ordered all the grain in the city to be gathered and 
garnered up for the sole use of those who fought 
Even this was dealt out sparingly, and each soldier 
received four ounces of bread in the morning, and 
two in the evening, for his daily allowance. 

The wealthy inhabitants, and all those peacefully 
inclined, mourned over a resistance which brou(^ 
destruction upon their houses, death into their iami* 
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lies, and which they saw must end in their ruin and 
captivity: still none of them dared to speak openly 
of capitulation, or even to manifest their grief, lest 
they should awaken the wrath of their fierce defend- 
ers. They surrounded their civic champion, Ali 
Dordux, the great and opulent merchant, who had 
backled on shield and cuirass, and taken spear in 
hand, for the defence of his native city, and, with a 
lai^e body of the braver citizens, had charge of one 
of the gates and a considerable portion of the walls. 
Drawing Ali Dordux aside, they poured forth their 
griefs to him in secret " Why," said they, " should 
we suflfer our native city to be made a mere bulwark 
auid fighting-place for foreign barbarians and despe- 
rate men ? They have no families to care for, no 
property to lose, no love for the soil, and no value 
for their lives. They fight to gratify a thirst for 
blood or a desire for revenge, and will fight on until 
Malaga become a ruin and its people slaves. Let us 
think and act for ourselves, our wives and our chil- 
dren. Let us make private terms with the christians 
before it is too late, and save ourselves from destruc- 
tion.^' 

The bowels of Ali Dordux yearned towards his 
fellow-citizens ; he bethought him also of the sweet 
security of peace, and the bloodless yet gratifying 
triumphs of gainful traffic. The idea also of a secret 
negotiation or bargain with the Castilian sovereigns, 
for the redemption of his native city, was more con 
formable to his accustomed habits than this violent 
appeal to arms; for though he had for a time assum- 
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ed the warrior, he had not forgotten the merchant. 
All Donliix communed, therefore, with the citizen* 
fioldieni under hiii command, and thej readily con- 
formed to hifl opinion. Concerting together, thej 
wrote a proposition to the Caiitilian sovereigns, oA 
fering to admit the army into the part of the citj 
intnisted to their care, on receiving assurance of 
protection for the lives and properties of the inhabit- 
ants. This writing they delivered to a trusty emis- 
sary to take to the chriHtian camp, appointing the 
hour and place of his return, that they might be ready 
to admit him unperceivcd. 

The Moor made his way in safety to the cannp, 
and was admitted to the presence of the sovereigns. 
Eager to gain the city without further cost of blood 
or treasure, they gave a written promise to grant the 
conditions; and the Moor set out joyfully on his re- 
turn. As he approached the walls where AH Dor* 
dux and his confederates were waiting to receive 
him, he was descried by a patrolling band of Go- 
meres, and considered a spy coming from the camp 
of the besiegers. They issued forth and seized him, 
in flight of his employers, who gave themselves up 
for lost. The Gomcrcs had conducted him neariy 
to the gate, when he escaped from their grasp and 
fled. They endeavored to overtake him, but were 
encumbered with armor; he was liglitly clad, and 
he fled for his life. One of the Gomeres paused, 
and, levelling his cross-bow, let fly a bolt, which 
pierced the fugitive between the shoulders; he fell, 
and was nearly witliin their grasp, but rose aguii. 
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and with a desperate effort attained tbe christian 
camp. The Goraeres gave over the pursuit, and 
the citizens returned thanks to Allah for their deliv- 
erance from this fearful^ peril. As to the faithful 
messenger, he died of his wound shortly after reach- 
ing the camp, consoled with ihe idea that he had 
preserved tbe secret and die lives of his employers. 
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CIIAPTFJl Xllf. 

HuffiringM of tha peoplti of Malaga. 

The Biiin.*riti(^ of Miiliifi;» Hprcad iMirrow unci anx- 
iety among the Moorn; and they dreadrd leHt thitt 
beautiful city, once the hulwark of tlie kingdom, 
shouhl fall into (he liandK of the mdiehoverH. The 
old warrior kinf4, Ahdalhi el Za^al, waH Htill Hheltcred 
in (juadix, where he wan Hlovvly ^alhering together 
hifl 0hatt<?red forceM. When the people of Guadix 
beard of tlic danger and dihtreHH of Malaga, ihcy 
urged to lie led to itH relief; and the alfa(|uiM admoD* 
iithcd El Zagal not to de.Hert ho righteous and loyal a 
city, in itit extremity. IliH own warlike nature made 
him feel a lympathy for a place that niad(; ho gallant 
a rcBifitance; and he diKpatched aH powerful a rein- 
forcement a« he could Hpare, und(*r conduct of a 
choHen captain, with ordern to throw tlieniKelved into 
the city. 

Intelligence of tluH reinforcement reached Boal>diI 
el Cliico, in liiM royal palace of the Alhamhra. Filled 
with hostility agaiuHt hiH uncl(>, and dcKirouH of prov- 
ing his loyalty to the CJahtilian KovereigiiH, he imme- 
diately sent foilh a Huperior force of horse and foot, 
under an ahle conunander, to intercept the detach- 
ment. A sharp conflict eiiHued ; the troops of El 
Zagal were routed with great loss, and fled hack in 
confuiion to Guadix. 
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Boabdil, not being accustomed to victories, was 
flushed with this melancholy triumph. He sent 
tidings of it to the Castilian sovereigns, accompanied 
with rich silks, boxes of Arabian perfume, a cup of 
gold, richly wrought, and a female captive of Ubeda, 
as presents to the t}ueen; and four Arabian steeds 
magnificently caparisoned, aswordisind da^er richly 
mounted, and several albomozes and other robes 
sumptuously embroidered, for the king. He entreat- 
ed them, at the same time, always to loofc upon him 
with favor As their devoted vassal. 

Boabdil was fated to be unfortunate even in his 
victories. His defeat of the forces of his uncle, des- 
tined to the relief of unhappy Malaga, shocked the 
feelings and cooled the loyalty of many of his best 
adherent^. The mere men of traffic might rejoice 
in their golden intervial of peace ; but the chivalrous 
spirits of Granada spurned a security purchased by 
such sacrifices of pride and affection. The people 
at large, having gratified their love of change, began 
to question whether they had acted generously by 
their old fighting monarch. " El Zagal," said they, 
" was fierce and bloody, but then he was true to his 
country ; he was an usurper, it is true, but then he 
maintained the glory of the crown which he usurped. 
If his sceptre was a rod of iron to his subjects, it 
was a sword of steel against their enemies. - This 
Boabdil sacrifices rel^on, friends, country, every 
thing, to a naere shadow of royalty, and is content 
to hold a rush for a sceptre/' 

These factious murmurs soon reached the ears of 
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Boabdil, and he apprehended another of hia caatom- 
aiy rcverH€*fi. He iient in all hantc to the Caiiilian 
sovcrei^iiH, bcflcechinf; military aid to keep him ofi 
his tlirone. Ferdinand graciounlj complied with a 
requcHt so much in uniHon with his policjr. A de« 
taclmient of one thousand cavalry, and two thouiand 
infantry, was sent, under the command of Don Fer- 
nandez Gonsalvo of Cordova, subsequently renown- 
ed as the grand captain. With this succor, Boabdil 
expelled from the city all those who were hostile to 
him, and in favor of his uncle. He felt secure in 
these troops, from their lieing distinct in manners, 
language, and religion, from his subjects ; and com- 
promised with his pride, in thus exhibiting that moat 
unnatural and humiliating of all regal spectacles, a 
monarch supported on his throne by foreign weapons, 
and by soldiers hostile to his people. 

Nor was Boabdil el Chico the only Moorish lore- 
reign ttiat sought protection from Ferdinand and 
Isabella. A splendid galley, with latine sails, and 
several banks of oars, displaying the standard of the 
crescent, but likewise a white flag in sign of amity, 
came one day into the liarbor. An ambassador land- 
ed from it, within the christian lines. He came from 
the king of Tremc/.an, and brought presents similar to 
those of Boabdil, consisting of Arabian coursers, with 
bitH, stirnipH, and other furniture of gold, together 
with costly Moorish mantles: for the queen, there 
were sum])tuous shawls, robes, and silken stuffs, or- 
naments of gold, and exquisite oriental perfumes. 

The king of Tremezao bad been alarmed at tho 
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rapid conquests of the Spanish arms, and startled by 
the descent of several Spanish cruisers on the coast of 
Africa. He craved to. be considered a vassal to the 
Castilian sovereigns, and that they would extend such 
ifavor and security to his ships and subjects as had 
been shown to other Moors who had submitted to 
their sway. He requested a painting of their arms, 
that he* and his subjects might recognise and respect 
their standard, whenever they encountered it At the 
same time he implored their clemency towards un- 
happy Malaga, and that its inhabitants might Expe- 
rience the same favor that had been shown towards 
the Moors of other captured cities. 

The embassy was graciously received by the chris- 
tian sovereigns. They granted the protection re- 
quired; ordering their commanders to respect the 
flag of Tremezan, unless it should be found render- 
ing assistance to the enemy. They sent also to the 
Barbary monarch their royal arms, moulded in 
escutcheons of gold, a hand^s^breadth in size«* 

While thus the chances of assistance from without 
daily decreased, famine raged in the city. The in- 
habitants were compelled to eat the flesh of horses, 
and many died of hunger. What made the sufferings 
of the citizens the more intolerable, was, to behold 
the sea covered with ships, daily arriving with pro- 
visions for the besiegers. Day after day, also, they 
saw herds of fat cattle, and flocks of sheep, driven 

* Cura de los Palacios, c. 84. Pulgar, part 3, c. 86. 
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into (lie camp. WIm^uI and flour were piled in hugii 
uioundtf in the <:i:nli'o of tlie enrampnienU, glaring 
in (lie vuniihine, and lantalixing (lie wre(clied ci(i- 
xenit, wImi, wliile Uiey and (lieir cliildren were per- 
iifliinK with hunger, i^elield prodigal abundance reiipi- 
ing wiUiin a bow-dliot of Uieir walk 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

HofiD a Moorish santon undertook to deliver the dtp cf 
Malaga from the power of Ue enemies. 

There lived at this time, in a halnlet in tbe neigh- 
borhood of Guadi^, an ancient Moor, of the name of 
Abrahin Algerbu He was a native of Guerba, in die 
kingdom of Tunis, and had for several years led the 
life of a santon or hermit The hot sun of Africa 
had dried lus blood, and rendered him of an exalted 
yet melancboly temperament He passed most of 
his time in meditation, prayer, and rigorous absti- 
nence, until his body was wasted and his mind be- 
wildered, and he fancied himself favored with divine 
revelations. The Moors, who have a great rever- 
ence for all enthusiasts of the kind, looked upon him 
as inspired, listened to all his ravings as veritable 
prophecies, and denominated him d santo^ or tiie 
saint 

The woes of the kingdom of Granada had long ex- 
asperated the gloomy spirit of this man, and he had 
beheld with indignation this beautiful country wrest- 
ed from the dominion of the faithful, and becoming 
a prey to the unbelievers. He had implored the 
blessings of Allah on the troops which issued forth 
from Guadix for the relief of Malaga ; but when he 
saw them return, routed and scattered by their own 
countrymen, he retired to his cell, shut himself up 
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from till! worM, I'liid wiih |llllll^<*(l for a (iiiie in (he 
blai ki'ht ini'l:iiirlioly. 

Oil a hijildf'ii, 111! iiiuili: liitf (ippearanre a^aiii in 
till; h(n;(:lH of (iiiailix, liiri fare lia^^iinl, liin fonn 
einaciati'il, l)iil Iiih cyt: hcaiiiiu^ with tire. He aaid 
tliat Allah had Hfiit an aii^^i:! to him in the! Molitudt: 
of hin O'll, rlrv<•alill^ it) him a modi* of delivering 
Mala^il frttm ittf prriK, and h(rikin^ hornir and con- 
fiihion into the camp of tint ii!ihi:lii*vi*!i(. The Moon 
lifitfiii'd with i?»^i*r i:n!diilit)r to Iiih wohIh: four hun- 
dird of tlu'in oiJi'i'fd to follow him irven to tlic death, 
and to (Atvy iiii|dirilly liiH commandH. Of tliiit num- 
her many wi:re (iomereH, anxiouH to relieve their 
countrymen, who fonned [mri of the garriion of 
Malaga, 

They tnivrnied the kingdom hy the wild and lonely 
|)aMM*« of till* moinitaiiiff, coiiciraling thenirielvci in 
the day and travrlliiif^ only in Ui<! uni^Ui^ to elude the 
rhriKtian Ncoutri. At Iimj^^IIi llicy arrivrd at the moun* 
taiiiri which tower ahovi? Malaga, and, lookiiif^ down, 
helicid the city completely iiivehti*d; a chain of en* 
caiiipintfiitH extrndiii^ round it from Hliore to shore, 
and a line of MhipH t)lockadiiif{ it hy Hea; while (he 
rontinual thunder of arfillfry, and the Hmoke Fining 
in variouH parfh, bhowi'd that Ihe Hiami* wan preHScd 
with ^reat activity. 'I'he licrmit Hcanned the en- 
camjnnenlri warily, from hiM lofty height. He law 
that tlui paK of the enrampmeiit of the marquci of 
(.*adi/ which wan at the foot of (he height, and ou 
the margin of the nea, waH inotft antiailahle, the rocky 
Hoil not admitting ditcher or palibadoen. llemaining 
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concealed all day, he descended with his followers 
at night to tibe sea-coast, and approached silently to 
the outworks. He had given them their instructions ; 
they were to rush suddenly upon the camp, fight 
their way through, and throw themselves into die 
cityi 

• It was just at the gray of the dawning, whep ob- 
jects are obscurely visible, that they made this des- 
perate attempt Some sprang suddenly upon the 
sentinels, others rushed into the sea and got round 
the works, others clambered over the breastworks. 
There was sharp skirmishing; a great part of die 
Moors were cut to pieces, but about two hundred 
succeeded in getting into the gates of Malaga. 

The santon took no part in the conflict, nor did 
he endeavor to enter the city. His plans were of a 
difierent nature. Drawing apart from the battle, he 
threw himself on his knees on a rising ground, and, 
lifting his hands to Heaven, appeared to be absorbed 
in prayer. The christians, as they were searching 
for fugitives in the clefts of the rocks, found him at 
his devotions. He stirred not at their approach, but 
remained fixed as a statue, without changing color 
or moving a muscle. Filled with surprise, not un- 
mii^ed with awe, they took him to the marques of 
Cadiz. He was wrapped in a coarse albomoz, or 
Moorish mantle; his beard was long and grizzled, 
and there was something wild and melancholy in his 
Jook, that inspired curiosity. On being examined, he 
gave himself out as a saint to whom Allah bad reveal- 
ed the events that were to take place in that siege. 

11 
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Till' iii:iri|iirs (lriiiiiii(lf<| \v|ii-ii iiiiil Imw MiiliiKn Wfli 
(o lit- Inkni. Ill' ir|ilii'il lliiil III' kiirw I'lill wrll, hut 
III' \\ii'« riitliHliliti 111 irvnil lliiiii' iiiijioi'dilil nrrroU 
r\( i')>l 111 llii* km:; iiiiil i|Ui*i'ii. Tlir ^mhhI iiiiii'i|iirfi 
\v:iH iml iiiorc [\t\rti In MipriHliliuim ruiicirii llmti 
nllii-l- 11 llilii.iliiir|i« III' jijii liiiif, yi \Uvrv MM*lllf*(l 
MiiiH-lliiii|; Kiii|Mil:ir ;iihI iii^Hlfiinim iiIhmiI HliR tlinii ; 
III* iiip'Jit liiivi- Miiiii- iiii)mhI.iii( iiilrlli^',riirr In roni' 
liiiiiiit iilr; Hii lir wiih |irmuiit|t'i| In mmmI Iliiii to tliCf 
km-.', mill i|iH'fn. Hi* wiii i-niiilnt Inl (n Ihr r^i^nl 
tf'iil, miniiuiiiird liy ii riiM(Miii iiiiilliliitir, t*t(<'liitiiiin^ 
'* /'.'/ All f ft .S'///j/«»/" (m lilt' iii'WH liiid N|in*ti(l llifoii^h 
llif f-iiiii|i, lliiil till*)- liiifl liikrii II IMiMinnli pniplirl. 

Tin* kiii^;, liiiviii^; iliiinl, wim tiikiiii; Inn nirnlii, or 
}irif'ni4Miii*N Hlf*r|i, ill liiH h*(if ; iiiul llir (|iH*rii, Ihoii^li 
Minium 111 Nrr lliiM HiiijMiJiir iiiiiii, ^'('1, irfiiii ii ii;iliinil 
ilrlif'iiry niiil rcirrvi'i lii'liiycd tinlil iUv kiii^ nlioiiM 
III* pM'M'iil. Ill' wiiH liikrti llirrrroi'f hi iiti tifljiiiniti^ 
tent, ill wliirli wen* |)nnii rimliix Ar MoviKlillii, innr- 
rlitonrHH nl' lV|o|ii, iiiMJ |)fiii Alviin» of l'orhi(;iil, Hfiii 
oi (lie (liikr fiC llni)nifr/.:i, willi Iwo or flirn* hIIi'IkU 
miiIh. Till! Moor, i^Hioniiil of llii* S|)fiiii«|i lon^iif, 
liiifl iiol iiiiilrtKloofl Mil* roiivri'^titi(»li of (III* |{l|{inlfi« 
}iiiil Nii|i|)OHi'il, Crofri till' iii:i|Miilimirf* ol'llir ruriiitiirv! 
niirl llif- Hilkrii iKiiit'Mij'H, fliiil film wim llir ntyttl |f!iit. 
Krorri flir nnyt't\ p;ii(| hy fill- jilli iirliiiiU lo I )on Al- 
vtiro (iimI the fft;iff liiorif'i'.it, hf (-onrlijilrd llifii |||f*y 
v/vrr till' kiii^ find f|iM rti. 

Il<r now ;iHkrd lor n dr;iii;dif of wttfrr; n j(ir wnn 
hroijf^lil fo liirri, and llic (Miard ri'li-fmrd lii«i firm (o 
on»l)l(: liiiii to drink, Tlifr rnnn liioncM |i«3n;rivc4l A 
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sudden change in his countenance, and something 
sinister in the expression of his eye, and shifted her 
position to a more remote part of the tent Pretend- 
ing to raise the water to his lips, the Moor unfolded 
his albomoz, so as to grasp a scimitar which he wore 
concealed beneath; then, dashing down the jar, he 
drew his weapon, and gave Don Alvaro a blow on 
the head, that struck him to the earth and nearly de- 
prived him of life. Turning then upon the mar- 
chioness, he made a violent blow at her; but in his 
eagerness and agitation, his scimitar caught in the 
drapery of the tent ; the force of Jthe blow was 
broken, and the weapon struck har-mless upon some 
golden ornaments of her head-dress.* 

Ruy Lopez de Toledo, treasurer to the queen, and 
Juan de Belalcazar, a sturdy friar, who were present, 
grappled and struggled with the desperado ; and im- 
mediately the guards, who had conducted him from 
the marques de Cadiz, fell upon him and cut him to 
pieces.! 

The king and queen, brought out of their tents by 
the noise, were filled with horror when they learned 
the imminent peril from which they had escaped. 
The mangled body of the Moor was taken by the 
people to the camp, and thrown into the city from a 
catapult The Gomeres gathered up the body with 
deep reverence, as the remains of a saint ; they wash- 
ed and perfumed it, and buried it with great honor 
and loud lamentations. In revenge of his death, they 

* Pietro Martjr, Epist 62. t Cura de los Palacios. 
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filew one of their principal r.lirifilinn cnptircf, and, 
having tied hiii hcnlj upon an mh, tliey <lrovc the ani* 
mal fortii into the camp. 

Kn>m thin time, there wan appointed an additional 
guanl around the tentH of the king an<l (piccn, com- 
poMMl of twelve hundred eavalieni of rank, of the 
kingdonm of C*aiitile and Arnigon. No person wai 
admitted ti> the royal prc'Henre anned; no Moor waa 
allowed to enter tlie camp, without a prcviouii know- 
ledge of hiH character and huHint*fiH; and on no ac- 
count was anj Moor to l>e introduced into the pres- 
ence of the sovercigiM. 

An act of treachery of such ferocious nature, gave 
rise to a train of gloomy apprehensions. There were 
many cabins and sheds about the camp, constructed 
of branches of trees which had become dry and com- 
bustible; and fears were entertained tliat they might 
be set on fire by the Mudcxares or Moorish vassals* 
who visited the army. Some even dreaded that at- 
tempts might be made to poison the wells and foun* 
tains. To quiet these dismal alarms, all Mudezaret 
were ordered to leave the camp ; and all loose idle 
loiterers, who could not give a good account of them- 
selves, were taken into custody. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Bow Hornet d Zegri was hardened in his obstinacy, by 
the arts of a Moorish astrqloger. 

Among those followers of the santon that had ef- 
fected their entrance into the city^ was a dark Afri- 
caa of the tribe of the Gomeres, who was likewise 
a hermit or dervise, and passed among the Moors for 
a holy and inspired man. No^ooner were the man- 
gled remains of his predecessor buried with the hon- 
ors of Dsartyrdom, than this dervise elevated himself 
in his place, and professed to be gifted with the spirit 
of prophecy. He displayed a white banner, which, 
he assured the Moors, was sacred ; that he had re- 
tained it for twenty years for some signal purpose, 
and that Alls^ had revealed to him that under that 
banner the inhabitants of Malaga should sally forth 
upon the camp of the unbelievers, put it to utter 
rout, and banc[uet upon the provisions in which it 
abounded.* The hungry and credulous Moors were 
elated at this prediction, and cried out to be led forth 
at once to the attack ; but tlie dervise told them the 
time was not yet arrived, for every event had its al- 
lotted day in the decrees of fate ; they must wait 
patiently, therefore, until the appointed time should 
be revealed to him by Heaven. Hamet el Z^ri lis- 
-^— ---■—- I ■ - - — i^—^— 

* Com de loa Pplacio*. 
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tcnrd to the tlrrviKo with pntroiiiul n^vrroncr, niul 
his oxainpU^ luul ^iriit (Mlrrt in iiirriMiitin); llio nwa 
anil drforiMirr of \\\* follo\v(*r<. I Ic took tlir \w\j 
mnn up into hifi Mtron^-hoM ol' (tihrulltiro, ronniiltiMl 
him on all m'ntNionN, nn«l linn^ out hin whito hitnncr 
on tlio loHicvt t«twiT, ii;* u Ni^nul o( rnrounigrtntiit 
to the pooph* of tlir vxiy, 

h\ thr nirun tini<\ tlir prinir rhivulry ofSpnin wnn 
f^mduully iu(M«'mhlini; lu'fon* tlir wiilU of MuliiKit. 
Tho unny \vhit:h hiul ronuncMir«Hl thr fiii*^* hnd hrrti 
worn out hy rxtrcnir hattUhipn, huvin^ hnd lo con- 
Htnict imnirnfir workH, to di^ trrnrhm iind ttihiaN, to 
mount f^uard hy nra antl lantl, to patrtd thn moun* 
tnini, and to HUHtain incrnnant ronllirtH. I'ho hovo- 
mgiiN vfv.n\ obli^*d thi*n*forf' to mil upon vnriouN 
diMant oitiofi, for n*infon*rmrntii of homo nud foot. 
Many nohlrn, alno, aNHonildrd thrtr viiuniiIii, nod rc;- 
pairod, of their own arrord, to thr? royiil rump* 

Kvery little while, Nome ntately fjcalley or gnlliinC 
caravel would Htand into the harbor, difipluyinK the 
well-known banne.r of Home Spaniiih eavalier, find 
thundering from itN artillery a Hahttation to the novo- 
rci^iN and a defianee to the Mtmm, On the land 
Hide aUo, reinforcement n would be Keen, winding 
down from the. moiiiitaiim to the fioutid of dnmi fitid 
tn]m|)ei, and rnarehin^ into the camp with Kliiitenitig 
armit, an yet unsullied by the toiln of war. 

C)nc morning, tiK! whole nv.a wan whitened by tbo 
sailff and vciced by the. oar^ of PibipH and unWr.yn bear* 
ing towards the port. One bundre.d vi!iim!Iii of vnriouN 
kinds and sbcs arrived, some armed for warlike tcr- 
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vice, others deep freighted with provisions. At the 
same time, the clangor of drum and trumpet bespoke 
the iaLfrival of a powerful force by land, which came 
pouring in lengthening columns into the camp. This 
mighty reinforcement was furnished by the diike of 
Medina Sidona, who reigned like a petty monarch over 
hid vast possessions. He came with this princely 
force, a volunteer to the royal standard, not having 
been summoned by the sovereigns ; and he brought, 
moreover, a loan of twenty thousand doblas of gold. 

When the camp was thus powerfully reinforced, 
Isabella advised that new offers of an indulgent kind 
should be inade to the inhabitants ; for she was anx- 
ious to prevent the miseries of a protracted siege, 
or the effusion of blood that must attend a general 
attack. A fresh summons was therefore sent for the 
city to surrender, with a promise of life, liberty, and 
property, in case of immediate compliance ; but de- 
nouncing all the horrors of war, if the defence were 
obstinately continued. 

Hamet el Zegri again rejected the offer with 
scorn. His main fortifications as yet were but little 
impaired, and were oapable of holding out much 
longer; he trusted to the thousand evils and acci- 
dents thiat beset a besieging army, and to the inclem- 
encies of the approaching season ; and it is said ihat 
he, as well as his followers, had an infatuated belief 
in the predictions of the dervise. 

The worthy Fray Antonio Agapida does not scru- 
ple to affirm, tliat the pretended prophet of the city 
was an arch nigromancer, or Moorish magician, ^^oT 
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wliirli flicn* hr roiinllrMv mnny/* iinyfi tm, **in tkf 
hhlij MM- 1 of M:ili(iiiir'( ;** fiiid lli»t lio. Wan leagued 
Willi \Uv priiici' of till' powfrN of \\w. nir, to eiidcaiTor 
to work llir roiifimidii miuI (Icfrtit of the rlirifttiao 
iirmy. TUr. worth)- fathrr (inkcHm, hIho, tliat Ilmne 
riiiployrfl him in a hi^h towrr of (he Gihrelfiiro 
which roiiinMnfU'fl a wi(h! view ovrr iiea arid land| 
wh«'rr he: wroll^h( k|h*IU and iiHaiitHttoiiH witli aiitro- 
InhrH tiiid ollirr diiiliohcal iiiNtnimriitfi, to defeat the 
rhri>«(ian NhipH and forr.rii, wiMUicver tlicj were en- 
^a^cd with (he* Moom. 

Tn (hr potrjil n|h:11h of IhiH Horrerer, he ascribet 
(hr prriln and Iohhctn HiiMfninr.d hj a party of cavalicfl 
of (hi: n>)'al household, in a d«*Npf:nite combat to 
^aiii (wo towrm of (lie Hiiliiirh, nmr the gate of the 
ri(y callrd la I'ucrto do (iraiiada. The chriMianii, 
h'd on hy Miiy liOpr/ d«: Tolrdo, (he valiant treas- 
urer of (he (|tjf'rn, took, and IonI, and retook the 
(owem, which were finally not on fire by the Moon, 
and aliandoncd (o (he (lameH hy 1io(h partien. To the 
name mali^mnil influence lie aKrihiiteit the damage 
done (o (he <:liriH(ian flec:(, which wan no vigorously 
aM««ailed hy (he alha(o/,aH, or floating haltcrieB of the 
Moor«, (lia( one Nliip, belonging (o the duke of Me- 
dina Sidonia, wan Riink, and (he rent were obliged to 
re(ire. 

" Humel el Zejfii/' wiyn Kniy Antonio Agapida, 
** Hlood on (he lop of (he lii^li lower of (fibralfaro, 
and beheld llii<« injury wroiighl. upon the christian 
force; find IiIh proud hetirl wan pidled up. And the 
MrHirinh nlgrornanc.er stood beside him. And be 
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pointed out to him the christian host helow, en- 
camped on every eminence around the city, and 
covering its fertile vailejyBnd the many ships floating 
upon the tranquil sea ; and he hade him he strong of 
heart, for that in a few days all this mighty fleet 
would be scattered hy the winds of Heaven; and 
that he should sally forth, under guidance of the 
sacred hanner, and attack' this host and utterly defeat 
it, and make spoil of those isumptuous tents; and 
Bfalaga should he triumphantly revenged upon her 
assailants. So the heart of Hamet was hardened 
fike that of Pharaoh, and- he persisted in setting at 
defiance the Catholic sovereigns aiyl their army of 
•aintly warriors. 
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C'llAPTKII XVI. 

Hiffft of Miihiffa ftmtinurd. ik-Mtruriltm uf a iameff 
itjf tranvisva Uamirvi de Madrid, 

Skkincj the iuruliiittril ohntiiiury of {\iv liu«ief{«|, 
IIh! cliruliiiiiH now H|)|)nrai'li('il (lirir wofk* to tlws 
wuIIh, ^itiiiiiif^ oiM* iHiHitioii ttfirr unotlirr, prtfimmtory 
to 11 ifftirnil uhhiiiilt. Nntf (lir liiirricT of i\m city 
WKH n liiii^r with four un Ih'h, ilrli-iiili'il iit i*iu'll cimI 
liy II ktroiiK uml lolly towi*r, hy wlnrli h piiK o( llie 
iiniiy woulfl Itiivr lo iitmn in lnltkMl^ un uttuck, 'i'lia 
roniniiindcr in*('|iii'f of tlu' iiiiillny, FruniJM'o Kuni- 
in*/ i\r Miidiiii, w(i« onlri'iiil to tiikr |ioiiM'ii«iou uf 
llii« Iniil^f. 'J'lir ii|i|if ourli to it wim prrilonii in tli« 
rftlrcnK', from lli«* (-x|io>.ril hiliiulion of tin* jiMiiilantM, 
iin<l llMt ninnlMT of Moom l)i:il ^itirjbonril Lint tow- 
cin. Fnincinco itiinniv/., tlirn (on*, Hi'irrtly rkcn- 
viitrd u u\\\\i\ trailing lii-nriilli llir liml tower, mid 
|iliirf(l li y'u'ia: of orilnunii' with ih niotitli u|iwiirdN, 
ininM-diiiti'ly inKlcr tin: loiunlution, with u Irniu uf 
|ioW(|rr to |ii'of|iiri' un rft|ilo4ion ul th(i nrOiMiirjr 
Mionirnl. 

Whrn thin Wfii4 ftriiin^iMl, h<: tnlvunci'il nlowl/ 
with hi« fof'ir« in fui i: of th<' hiwiTu, I'lrrlinff hui- 
wufiiH ill I'Vi'iy bli'i*, iiofi ^^r:i(|iiti)ly ^iiinin^ |{f'oiinil, 
nnlil h<' iimivimI nrtir lo the \\iu\[iy. \U*. Ihrn plttnLi'd 
M'vn'til \}\i:i\i'ti of iiililh'i-y ni hiH workii, nnd \n*\ffkn t/tl 
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batter the tower. The Moors replied hravely firom 
Iheir battlements; but) in the heat of the, combat, 
^e piece of ordnance under the foundation was dis- 
charged. The earth was rent open, a part of die 
tower overthrown, and several of the Moors torn to 
pieces; the rest took to flight, overwhelmed with 
terror at this thundering explosion bursting beneath 
their feet, and at beholding the earth vomiting flames 
and smoke; for never before had they witnessed 
such a stratagem in warfare. The christians rushed 
forward and took possession of the abandoned post, 
and immediately commenced an attack upon the 
other tower at the opposite end of the bridge, to 
which the Moors had retired. An incessant flre of 
cross-bows and arquebu^ses was kept up between 
the rival towers, volleys of stones were dischaiged, 
and no one dared to venture upon the intermediate 
bridge. 

Francisco de Ramirez at length renewed his for- 
mer mode of approach, making bulwarks step by 
step, while the Moors, stationed at the other end, 
swept the bridge with their artillery. The combat 
was long and bloody, — furious ^n the part of the 
Moors, patient and persevering on the part of the 
christians. By slow degrees, they accomplished their 
advance across the bridge, drove the enemy before 
them, and remained masters of this important pass. 

For this vaUant and skilful achievement, king 
Ferdinand, after the surrender of the city, conferred 
the dignity of knighthood upon Francisco Ramirez, 
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in the tower wliich hi; Imd no );loriouNly giined.* 
Tho worthy (ladrt! Vmy Antonio A(;u|Hiiu iadulget 
in more than a |)nf;n of extravagant eulogy, upon 
tliis invention of blowing up the foundation of the 
tower hy a piece of onlnanco, which be aflirms to 
be the fimt inntance on record of gunpowder beii^ 
used in a mine. 

* Pulgar, put S| 0. 91. 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

How the people of Ma2aga cscposculated ^toith Hamei 

dZegri. 

While the dervise was deluding ihe garrison of 
Malaga with vain hopes, the famine increased to a 
terrible degree. The Gomeres ranged about the 
city as though it had been a conquered place, taking 
hj force whatever they found eatable in the houses 
of the peaceful citizens; and breaking open vaults 
and cellars, and demolishing walls, wherever thej 
thought provisions might be concealed. 

The wretched inhabitants had no longer bread to 
eat; the horse-flesh also now failed them, and thej 
were fain to devour skins and hides toasted at the 
fire, and to assuage the hunger of their children with 
vine-leaves cut up and fried in oih Many perished 
of famine, or of the unwholesome food with which 
they endeavored to relieve it ; and many took refuge 
in the christian camp, preferring captivity to ihe 
horrors which surrounded them. 

At length the sufferings of the inhabitants became 
80 great, as to conquer even their fears of Hamet and 
his Gomeres. They assembled belbre the house of 
Ali Dordux, the ^wealthy merchanf, whose stately 
mansion was at the foot of the hill of the Alcazaba 
and they urged him to stand forth as their leader, 
and to intercede with Hamet el 2^ri for a surrender. 



All fv#r'I'j« *4r;i» 4 rn^fi of /oijr :»(('-, in* 'i^'-ll M poYlCfi 
fi«' |««r"iv<f) ;iU', f}i:if h'jn^^'-r w;k4 w'i^'>'iS{ U/Mri«M f0 
iKr 'ih/«ri», vJiil/: f»#: tr'J^f'-') it w:i« *(jM(jirii( At 

firrr# r.f .,« r,f fh«- »/,i/j|# ry. ||#: '^riwA Ututt^.H^ tfiere' 

for'-, /:»^{i |ii' , ut,t\ ttr,tUriiftik fiii« 'bfi(;i:rotM ptflcj 
v.itfi fK'- :ik4yf|^. n<: a^'f^jHl/'d wifh him »ri ftl&qdi 
n;iffi«-') f\}ffH\nii A\\t:iri^^'Aii*\ hu ifftporlkui iulmintMtA 
tiAtnt-A Amur \t«-ti Aiii;ir; utttt iUfy tttL'Jzuiinil to tk$ 
fortr/-«« of f«ibr;ilf;iro, folio wH by M!V#;ral of tbt 
tri-rriMiriS( rwrrU'^tiin, 

Dtt-y itftmtl Ukiftf.i f\ Z«'((ri, n//t, »« l#«forft, iar* 
roiji»/J#<l l»y ff-ro' loiH ((fiiinU ami all Um: tmpliTmciili 
of wiir; Ifijf III a iU;ntt\n:r u^ uu*\ of thtz Ur(if towcrrtf 
At St UUU: of nU»u*:, f ovi-n-d with Mirolbi tnced with 
ittr;tii;<;<- '.li;ir:if.t#-r« anfJ rny^tir. lUsti^rstwn; while imtni* 
rrMrnt* of «in((ijlar anrl ufiknown fonn Iftjr nbout the 
rtHfttt, lifn'uU: Ifaffi'-t «:l Z«%n itU^Kl the prophetic 
(li:rviM^, who nyitt'iin'A fo hav<: \h'^:u i^nphiutng U> 
hirri IIm: rny«tirrioij« iii«trripfiori« of the ncrollg. Hit 
|in-«i'iif r hlU'fl thi: f.iti/«:rm with awr, for eren AU 
por'lux roii^ifhrrrd hlfn a rriati iriMpirc/L 

Th/r airaf|iii Ahrah'Ji Alliari^, whoiie Mitred chftT* 
ttrU'r (/avf; hirn f»olrlii«TM to i!i|>eak, now liflerl up hit 
v##i« <-, Miifl arhlr#-»:w<l Ifam'Tt «:l Z^'Kri. ** We implore 
yon/' «airl lir, ■loli-riiiily, ** in (he name of tlie mofit 
liowrffii) ffo«l, no Unnrt'.r to iirriiinL in a vnin refiiiit' 
ani (■, v/JiM h inimt ffi'l in our fh-^tlrurlinn, hut ileliver 
lip Ih'^ < ily whih^ th'.inruc Y tn yet Ut h#! ohtAined. 
Think \titw niany of our warrioni have fallen by the 
Awonl; ilo nol HuiU'.r thoni! who Nurvive to pertnh by 
fainini!. Otir wives and fJiildren cry Ut m for brcady 
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and we have none to give them. We see them ex- 
pire in lingering agony before our eyes, while the 
enemy mocks our misery by displaying the abundance 
of his camp. Of what avail is our defence? Are our 
walls peradventure more strong than the walls of 
Ronda ? Are our warriors more brave than the de- 
limdeFS of Loxa ? The walls of Ronda were thrown 
down, and the warriors of Loxa had to surrender. 
Do we hope for succor ? — ^from whence are we to 
receive it 1 The time for hope is gone by. Granada 
bas lost its power; it no longer possesses chivalry, 
commanders, or a king. Boabdil sijts a vassal in the 
degraded halls of the Alhambra; £1 Zagal is a fugi- 
tive, shut up within the walls of Guadix. The king- 
dom is divided against itself,-^— its strength is gone, its 
pride fallen, its Yerj existence at an end. In the 
name of Allah, we conjure thee, who art our captain, 
be not our direst enemy; but surrender these ruins 
of our once happy Malaga, and deliver us from these 
overwhelming horrors." 

Such was the supplication forced from the inhab- 
itants by the extremity of their sufferings. Hamet 
el Z^ri listened to the alfaqui without anger, for he 
respected the sanctity of his office. His heart, too, 
was at that moment lifted up with a vain confidence. 
** Yet a few days of patience," said he, " and all these 
evils will suddenly have an end. I have been con- 
ferring with this holy man, and find that the time of 
our deliverance is at hand. The decrees of fate are 
inevitable; it is written in the book of destiny, that 
we shall sally forth and destroy the camp of the un- 
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bclicvGra, and biUH|uc:l upon (hoHc; mountninii of grain 
which arc |>ilccl up in tho miclHt of it. So Allah hath 
promiHcd, hy Uic mouth of thiH hiii prophet Allah 
Achnrl (icnI im ^rt•ut. Let no man oppose the de* 
crem of 1 leaven I" 

The citizenii bowed with profound reverence, tor 
no tnic Moiileni pretendH to Htru^^le a^ninst whatever 
in written in the book of fate. All Dordux, who had 
come prepared to champiofi the c'liy nnd to brave 
tlic iru of Hamet, humbled himHelf before this holy 
man, and k^lvc fuith to \m pro|diecie8 an the revela^ 
tioiM of Allah. So tlie deputicH n:tumed to the citi- 
zens, and exhorted them to )>e of g(M>d cheer: ^A few 
days longer,** said they, ** and our suflerings are to 
terminate. When the white banner is removed from 
the tower, tlien look out for deliverance; for the hour 
of sallying forth will liave arrived.** The people re- 
tired to tlieir homes, with sorrowful hearts; they 
tried in vain to quiet the cries of their famishing 
children ; and day by day, and hour by hour, their 
anxious eyes were turned to the sacred banner, which 
•till continued to wave on tlie tower of GibraUaro. 
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CHAPTER XYIIL 

Hota Hamei el Zegri saUied forth with the sacred ban- 
ner j to attajck the Christian camp. 

'* The Moorish nigromancer," observes the worthy 
Fraj Antonio Agapida, '^ remained shut up in a tower 
of the Gibralfaro, devising devilish means to work 
mischief and dbcomfitiire upon the christians. He 
was daily consulted by Hamet el Zegri, who bad 
great faith in those black and magic arts, which he 
had brought with him. from the bosom of heathen 
Africa." 

From the account given of this dervise and his 
iDcantation3 by the worthy father, it would appear 
fliat he was an astrologer, and was studying the stars, 
and endeavoring to calculate the day and hour when 
a successful attack might be made upon the christian 
camp. 

Famine had now increased to such a degree as to 
distress even tiie garrison of Gibralfaro, although the 
Gomeres had seized upon all the provisions they 
could find in the city. Their passions were sharpen- 
ed by hunger, and they became restless and turbu- 
lent, and impatient for action. 

Hamet el Zegri was one day in council with his 
captains, perplexed by the pressure of events, when 
tiie dervise entered among them. "The hour of vic- 
tory,** exclaimed be, ^is at hand. Allah has com- 
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nr^ifUii tij.jf ffy rri'/f /'>-.'. iit*,ti.\t// >< i^hall •^Sftll)r fodb 
If/ fJji- h/f.f. I '.Mj) l/< .If ii( f'>r« %f#ij itif i^a'.'H'd ImUA* 
fi« r, :iri'j «)' liv« r v/iii i hi niji > ifil«/ v/'Jf fi;iiid«. I(«i' 

* 

IIk: \ntltiU lA Ail:ifi. I'/ f^iki «i i<;'f aii< «: «/fj till; i^Ut' 
fliM'i: of 111' fiijfli. (i'i Ifjlf/ lMtt)« , tli<-n;rol'<?, WJifa 

|iijM h< :irt>. f'/r;'iviri/ « :i' li «/fi<-f :ill |/ar»t offirf icei ; 
/or lli«/!!« 'aIi'i :iff < )j:in!:iiji 1o'A:»r«J'! «:;«« li otli^r, 
^*lll U' vif lonou- oM r flji fo< .'' 'J Ij*- wol'«U of die 
•U-rsia* wi f< M'liVfi) V.11I1 i:i|^iiii<-: all 'iibnl&ru 

Ufi«l lli<- Al« :i/:ili.i f< '•'yilfj'li «l lf(jrii«'«Jiafi'ljr UJtil tlw 
tilfi of ;if ffif; ; :Hi<) ff:iffi«t M-fil tfjf ou^liotjt tlM^ l/iWtn 
arifl fof fili« :tfioii>! ui tin- < jly, :iii«J m )<:i hrd tlii; <:h</M:- 
«r«t tfoo|i« iiii'l fiio>.l i\uUu'^H\A%i'i\ i/d\»iH\in for tliw 

l:V(-||tr(j| f f^fril/:it. 

Ill tli<- tuhrmu'/ r:ir)y, flj<r iijfnor went tlinifii^fiout 
tilt; I t\y ili:ti thr »:i< ii-«j tisifmiT Ij^fJ ii\yiH\i\**iiimA from 
tilt: 1 own- of ^iilif:ilf:iio, :iijf) all .Malsi^;i Wafe riMUtii 
to witufbts (li#: };:illy f|i:jt wai! fo ilfttlroy tin; iinl/o 
Jii'Vt'ri!. Iliifiif't fjf'k/ « fi<j<-«l ffoifi liiif klfYiiii^'fftfiM, ac- 
< Offi|i:tiji<'<l liy lii.^ |/iifif i|i:il < :i|it:ifii, Alii'iili<rli Zcfiet^r, 
ailfl folloWf'fl h^ |i|:> ^ioffH-K-r;. '/'Ik; rlfTVIM: Ici tllC 

w:i^, fiift|>l:i)ifj;4 fli«' wliiff- lisifiru'r, Ui<: feMCHtii |il«?i)^i{ 
of vi« foiy. 'I'hf fiiijliii>j<l<' ftliodlirfl ** Allali A':l>ar !" 
iififl |»f'o>.lnilf'(l f|jf'ini>i:lv<'?; l>f lof<! l)i<: \niiituir tm it 
intttt'ii. Kvt'iHliir fjf-fraflifl i laffM't wuh liMfhsd witli 
|iiiiift('?: ; for in lli<if- )lO|l(-^; of h|i<'f'fly nrlff^r throiJ^i 
tli<' |>f'ow<'«A of liii- iiMii, tlir |io|iiil;if e fof^^ot t:ViU'y 
tljfii(f liiit liif: \niivi ty. Kv< f-y liorroin in IVIiihif^^d wsiH 
iiffilati'il \ty lio|M- :iiif) ff :i|- tli<r oM tn<'ii, tlic! wotiWAi 
niid iJiildieiJ, aiifl ull who weiil not fuilU to battle, 
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mounted on tower and battlement and roof^to watch 
a combat that W95 to decide their fate. 

Before sallying forth from the city, the dervise ad- 
dressed the troops^ reminding them of the holy na- 
ture of this enterprise, and warning them not to for- 
feit the protection of the sacred banner by any 
unworthy act. They were not to pause to make 
spoil nor to take prisoners : they were to press for- 
ward, fighting valiantly, and granting no quarter. 
The gate was then thrown open, and the dervise 
issued forth, followed by the army. They directed 
their assaults upon the encampments of the Master 
of Santiago and the Master of Alcantara, and came 
upon them so suddenly that they killed and wounded 
several of the guards. Abrahen Zenete made his 
way into one of the tents, where he beheld several 
christian striplings just starting from theii; slumber. 
The heart of the Moor was suddenly touched with 
pity for their youth, or perhaps he scorned the weak- 
ness of the foe. He smote them with the flat, instead 
of the edge of his sword. ** Away, imps," cried he, 
*' away to your mothers." The fanatic dervise re- 
proached him with his clemency — *'I did not kill 
them," replied Zenete, " because I saw no beards !"* 

The alarm was given in the camp, and the chris- 
tians rushed from all quarters to defend the gates of 
the bulwarks, Don Pedro Puerto Carrero, Senior 
of M(^er, and bis brother Don Alonzo Pacheco, 
planted themselves, with their followers, in the gate- 

* CuTA de los PalacioB, e. 84. 
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way of tlir f!iirtitii|iniriit nl' th<* MiiHlrr of Sttiitiiiipi, 
and Imim- \Ur whole liniiit of liattli; unlit iUt^y were 
n^iiifonnl. Till! ^ii(<* of (hi: rtiriiiii|)tiMMit of Uie 
MinliT «>r ('iilalravii vvim in hki! irmiiiirr ili:ri«tiiicd 
hy Lor«'ii/.o Saiiir/. <1«* Mriido/.a. Iluiiii't i*l Zi«|^ 
WUH fiirioiiN at h^ill^ (hiiH rhcrkiMl, whri'it he llNd 
I!X|m;( li'd a inirariiloijH virtory. III! h'd hiit Iroopi 
ri'|ira(i*dly (o ihit attark, hopiiit^ to forrit the gnlc*! 
Iirfori: hiirr.or hhoiild arrive:: thi^ toii^ht with vi*lie' 
tiHMit ardor, hut uim'i* an often rrptilHrd; Ami civery 
titni: (hi-y n-turiird (o thi: UMfiault, they found Ihftir 
v.ut'tii'u'H douhhtd in nundnrr. The r.hriiitittiM f>pi«tied 
tt croHH-rin: of all kinilH of tnihHih*N, fnim tiMsir hul* 
warkn ; thr Moont i:nuhl vMi*.(:i hut htth; dfirniiKe tj|K>n 
tt foi! IhuH |iroti'.i:trd hi'hind thirir workii, while iht'.y 
thiMUHitlveH wirri: rk|>o»ird from hiMul tii UmU 'JIm; 
ithri»ttianN Mn^li*d out (hi: moiit ronM|iir.uoufi CHvnVw.m^ 
ihi: ^ri'ali:r part of whom were iMthitr ulaui or wound* 
ed. Still IJM' Moorii, infaluad'd hy (he |»ri:di<:(ionfi of 
the |>ro|diet, lou^ht denjii^ralely and devotedly, dud 
they were furiouH to revenue the Hlau^liter of titcir 
leuderH. 'Fhey niiihed upon i:er( a in dealii, endeiivor- 
ing madly to heale the hulwarkN or fore.e tlic f^teiif 
and fell amidiit hhowifiti of darlri and laneeN, lilliuf^ 
the ditrlieH with (lii-ir man^lrd hodieH. 

Ilamet el Ze^^ri ra^ed alonj^ (he front of (he hul- 
warkii, Mikinj; an opi-nin^ (or allaik. He ^naiihed 
hifi (eelh with fury, att he kiw ^o many of hiii ehotien 
warriors hlain around him. lie heenied lo have it 
eharmed life; for, though lonntanlly in the hottest 
of the fight, amidiit hhowem of tniMen^ he «till e»- 
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caped uninjured. Blindly confiding in the prophecy 
of victory, he continued to urge on his devoted 
troops. The dervise, too, ran hke a maniac through 
the ranks, waving his white banner, and inciting the 
Moors by hbwlings rather than by shouts. In the 
midst of his frenzy, a stone from a catapult struck 
him on the head, and dashed out his bewildered 
brains.* 

When the Moors beheld their prophet slain, and 
his banner in the dust, they were seized with despair, 
and fled in confusion to the city. Hamet el Zegri 
made tome effort to rally them, but was himself 
confounded by the fall of the dervise. He covered 
the flight of his broken forces, turning repeatedly 
upon their pursuers, and slowly making his retreat 
into the city. 

The inhabitants of Malaga witnessed from their 
wallSf with trembling anxiety, the whole of this dis- 
astrous conflict At the first onset, when they be- 
held the guards of the camp put to flight, they ex- 
claimed, ^' Allah has given us the victory f and they 
sent up jhouts of triumph. Their exultation, how- 
ever, was soon turned into doubt, when they beheld 
their troops repulsed in repeated attacks. They 
could see, from time to time, some distinguished war- 
rior laid low, and others brought back bleeding to 
the city. When at length the sacred banner fell, and 
the routed troops came flying to the gates, pursued 

* Garibay, lib. 18. c. 33. 
12 
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and ctit down by tlic foe, horror and despair letEed 
upon ilie populace. 

Ah Ilamct cl Zegri entered the gates, he heard 
nothing hut loud lamentations : mothers, whose sons 
had been ftlain, Hhriekcd curses ailer him as he pass- 
ed ; flomc, in the anguisdi of their hearts, threw down 
their famishing baheH l>efore him, exclaiming, ^ Tram* 
pie on them with thy horse ^h feet ; for we have no 
f(H)<l to give them, and we cannot endure their cries/^ 
All heaped execnitions on his head, as the cause of 
the woes of Malaga. 

The warlike part of the citizens also, and many 
warriors, who, with their wives and children, had 
taken refuge in Malaga from the mountain fortresses, 
now joined in tlie popular clamor, for their hearts 
were overcome by the sufTeringH of their families. 

Ilamet el Zegri found it impoHsible to withstand 
this torrent of lamentations, curses, and reproaches. 
His military ascendancy was at an end; for most of 
his oilicers, and the prime warriors of his African 
band, had fallen in this disastrous sally. Turning his 
back, therefore, upon the city, and abandoning it to 
its own councils, he retired with the remnant of hit 
Gomeres to his strong-hold in tiie Gibraliaro, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

How the city of MaUzga capitulated. 

The people of Malaga, being no longer overawed 
by Hamet el Zegri and his Gomeres, turned to Ali 
Dordux, the magnanimous merchant, and put the fate 
of the city into his hands. He had already gained 
the alcaydes of the castle of the Genoese, and of the 
citadel, into his party, and in the late confusion had 
gained the sway over those important fortresses. He 
now associated himself with the alfaqui Abrahen 
Alhariz and four of the principal inhabitants, and, 
forming a provisional junta, they sent heralds to the 
christian sovereigns, ojBering t6 surrender the city on 
certain terms, protecting the persons and property 
of the inhabitants, permitting them to reside as Mu- 
dexares or tributary vassals, either in Malaga or 
elsewhere. 

When the heralds arrived at the camp, and made 
known their mission to king Ferdinand, his anger 
was kindled. " Return to your fellow-citizeos," said 
he, *' and tell them that the day of grace is gone by. 
They have persisted in a fruitless defence, until they 
are driven by necessity to capitulate ; they must sur- 
render unconditionally, and abide the fate of the van- 
quished. Those who merit death shall suffer death: 
those who merit captivity shall be made captives." 
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Tlii.H Hir.m rrrply «4pn*:i«l r(niH(<:nia(ion among fbe 
pfopio of Mal;ii;:i; htil Ali Donliix vnwfnrivd (ticm, 
and iiii(lc:r(of>k to (;o in prrMin, nn<l pray for iavor- 
ablc trmiH. When the people beheld Uhh grc>at and 
wealthy inerehant, who wan fu> eminent in tlic'ir city, 
departing with hi.H AHHociates on thin miHflion, they 
plucked up heart; for they naid, ^sSiirely the chris- 
tian kin^ will not tiini a deaf car to Huch a man ai 
AliDordnxP' 

Ferdinand, however, would not even admit the 
amhaHsadorH to liiH presence. ^SSend them to the 
devil I^^ Naid he, in a ^reat paHHion, to tlic commander 
of Leon ; *M'II not hcc them. Let tlic^m get back to 
their city. They nhall all Hurrender to my mercy, 
afl vanquinhed cnemieH.^^^ 

7'o give emphasJH to (hiH nrply, he ordered a gen- 
eral diHcharge, from all the artillery and batteries; 
ind there waH a great nhout througlHiut the camp, 
and all the lonihardHand catapults and other engines 
of war, thundered furiouHly upon the city, doing 
great damage. 

Ali Dordux and IiIh companionH returned to the 
city with downcaHt countenanceH, and could scarce 
make the reply of the chrintian Hovereigti be heard, 
for th(! roaring «>f the artillery, the tumbling of the 
wallH, and the crien of women and children. The 
cili/eiiH W('n! greatly aHtoniNhed and diumayed, when 
th(^y found the little respect paid to their most emi- 
nent man; but the warriom who were in the city 



* Cnra dif Um I'alacifM, cap. H4, 
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exclaimed, " What has this merchant to do with ques- 
tions between men of battle ? Let us not address the 
enemy as abject suppliants who have no power to in- 
jure, but as valis^nt men, who have weapons in their 
hands." 

So they dispatched another message to the chris- 
tian sovereigns, offering to yield up the city and all 
their efiects, on condition of being secured in their 
personal liberty. Should this be denied, they de- 
clared they would hang from the battlements fifteen 
hundred christian captives, male and female; that 
they would put all their old men, their women and 
children into the citadel, set fire to the city, and sally 
forth sword in hand, to fight until the last gasp. ^^ In 
this way," said they, " the Spanish sovereigns shall 
gain a bloody victory, and the fall of Malaga be i;e- 
nowned while the world endures." 

To this fierce and swelling message, Ferdinand 
replied, that if a single christian captive were injur- 
ed, not a Moor in Malaga but should be put to the 
edge of the sword. 

A great conflict of counsels now arose in Malaga. 
The warriors were for following up their menace by 
Bome desperate act of vengeance or of self-devotion. 
Those who had families looked with anguish upon 
their wives and daughters, and thought it better tc 
die than live to see them captives. By degrees, how 
ever, the transports of passion and despair subsided 
the love of life resumed its sway, and they turned 
once more to Ali Dordux, as the man most prudent 
in council and able in negotiation. By his advice, 

14 
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(nwTii'OU of (lio priiK'ipal iiitiahifnntfl were chonen 
frniii llir fiHirlmi iliMirirtK of llii* rit)-,aii(i H(*iit to tli€ 
rnriip, hrariii^ a loii;r Irllrr, <-(»iK'lic(l in terms of the 
iiio*<t liutiililr supplication. 

Various (Ichatrn now l(»ok plare in the christian 
cninp. Many of thr cavalirrH were exnHpemtod 
n<^ainHt Mala«{a (m ItH lon^ rcslNtance, whieh had 
('anK('<l (h(; death of many of (heir relations and 
favorite rompani(»nH. It had h>n^ heen a strong-hold 
niHo for MooriHh <lepredatorH, and the mart where 
moHt of the warri«)rH eaptiired in the Axan|uia had 
heen crxpcwed in triuinpti and sold to slavery. They 
n*preNente<l, nionrover, that thcTe, were many Moor^ 
inh ritieH yet to he hesie^ed; and that an example 
on^ht to he made of Malaga, to prevent all obstinate 
reHiritanee th(*n*aner. ^'lury advised, therefore, that 
all the inhahilantH hIkmiUI he put to the sword I* 

The humane heart of iHahella revolted at such 
sanguinary eounHels: nfie. inxistc^d that their triumph 
should not lie dingnieed hy crucdty. Ferdinand, how- 
<;v<;r, waH infl(*xil)l<; in n;fusing to gnint any prclimH 
nnry termH, inHinting on an uneonditionni surrender. 

Th<! people of Alala^^a now ahandonc<l themselves 
to paroxymnH of d(!Hpair; on the one side they saw 
famine and death, on the other Hlavcry and chains. 
The m(Te nu^n of the Hword, who had no familjes to 
protcM't, were loud f(»r Hignali/ing tlu^ir fall hy some 
illuHtriouH a('tion. ^^ Let uh Nacritice our christiaB 
raptiv<!H, and then <l<;Htroy ournelven,^* cried somew 

* riiigor. 
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•* Let US put all the women and children to death, 
set fire to the city, fall on the christian camp, and die 
sword in hand," cried others* 

AH Dordux gradually made his voice be heard, 
amidst the general clamor. He addressed himself to 
the principal inhabitants, and to those who had chil- 
dren. " Let those who live by the sword, die by the 
sword," cried he; "but let us not follow their des- 
perate counsels. Who knows what sparks of pity 
may be awakened in the bosoms of the christian 
sovereigns, when they behold our unojBending wives 
and daughters, and our helpless little ones I The 
christian queen, they say, is full of mercy." 

At these words, the hearts of the unhappy people 
of Malaga yearned over their families, and they em- 
powered AH Dordux to deliver up their city to the 
mercy of the CastiHan sovereigns. 

The merchant now went to and fro, and had sev- 
eral communications with Ferdinand and Isabella, 
and interested several principal cavaliers in his 
cause; and he sent rich presents to the king and 
queen, of oriental merchandise, and silks and stufifs of 
gold, and jewels and precious stones, and spices and 
perfumes, and many other sumptuous 'things, which 
be had accumulated in his great tradings with the 
east; and he gradually found favor in the eyes of the 
sovereigns.* Finding that there was nothing to be 
obtained for the city, he now, like a prudent man 
and able merchant, began to negotiate for himself 



* MS. Chron. of Valera. 
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and liiN imiiKMliiiti* frii-iMlN. Ilr rr\}rt*sn\U'il tlmt 
from tliir (intt ilwy \\in\ Ufvu di-HinMiM of ^irMin^; up 
tlu! t'liy, biit liiid Im'cii |M'rvnit4*(l hy wiirliki? tiiifl 
lii;;li liiih(l<'«l tiii'ii, who had ihrciitriird tlirir Ytyt'n: 
Ik* riilrcsitc'il, iUrrt'invr, lliat iti«'rry mi^lit In? fxtitiid- 
I'd lo thi'iii, :iiid thill iUv.y iiii^ht not hi* roiifoiitidiMi 

with th«t K'^il^y* 

Thi! Movi^rri^nn had arn-ptrd th«^ |»n'MfiitH of All 
Dordiix -how could iUry thru turn ii di'iifimr to hiii 
|M!lition? So thi')- ^ranti'd ii |itii'don to hini, tind to 
forty fauiihrM whi< h h«' named; and it wttH ii^ri'i'd 
thai the^r htiotild he |n'otiTt(-d ni th«'ir hhcrtirn and 
propitrty, and prnnittrd to n-hid«* in Mala;;;» tin Mu- 
dftxanm or MnnU'tn vaH^aU, anil to follow tliHr cuh- 
tomury |)urMuitti.* All thin hfin^ arran^^ird, Ali Dor- 
dux dfdiv(!r4!d up lw«*nly of tin* prinripal inhahilantN, 
to nrniain nn lionta^rN, until th«i wlndr rity hhould \ui 
pliirf^l in ih<: po»iHrHiiion of thf! chriiitianN. 

Don Ciuliftrc dc C'ardrnaH, hi'uior ronunandi'r of 
I iron, now crnlrntd thi* rity, anncd ra|i-H*piir, on 
hontcharlc, and look \ntMfmiii\ in thi! nanii! of tlu* 
('antilian Hovitriri^UH. III! waH followi*d hy Inn rr:- 
tftincnt, and hy thr captaiuM and ravaliimt of the? 
ftnny ; and in a litlhr whili*, tin; htandardn of thi: 
crunn and of thi: hh'hmrd Santiago, and of tin* (.'alholii: 
Novrj'iri^nN, wi;ri; <'l<rvali:d on tin: principal (owi'r of 
tin; Ah:a/aha. When thi'M! htainlardH wrrit hidndd 
from the camp, tin; ipii'i'n and tin; princfHN and tin; 
ladii!H of tin; coiiil, andall tin; royal rrtinuiti kni;lt 

* Cura du Urn i'MJiu:io«. 
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down and gave thanks and praises to the holy virgin 
and to Santiago, for this great triumph of the faith; 
and the hishops and other clergy who were present, 
and the choristers of the royal chapel, chanted *^ Te 
Dewn Laudamus^yoni ^^ Gloria in Excelsis.^^ 
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CHAPTER XX. 

FuJUment of the jn-ophrcy of the dervue. — Fate of 

Jiamet el Zegri. 

No Kooner waA the city dolivcred up, than the 
wretched iiihabitantH irn|il()re<l pemiiHHion to pur- 
chaHe bread for thetnMelv<*H and their children, from 
the heapH of ^rain which they liad so oflen gazed at 
wiHtfiilly from their wallH. Their prayer was grant- 
ed, and they iHHued forth with the famiHhed eagcniCM 
of starving men. It was piteous to behold the stnig* 
gles of those unhappy people, as they contended who 
first shoubi have thc;ir necessities relieved. 

^Thus,^^ says the pious Fray Antonio Agapida, 
** thus are the predictions of false propheta some- 
times permitted to be verified, l)ut always to the 
confusion of thos(; who trust in them : for the words 
of the Moorish nigromancer came to pass, tliat the 
p(;ople of Mahiga shoald eat of those h(raps of bread; 
but th(!y ate in humiliation and defeat, and witli sor- 
row and bitteniesH of hcrart.^^ 

Dark and firrce were the fc^elings of Ilamet cl 
Ze^ri, as he looked <lown from the castle of (iibraU 
faro, and beli(*ld the cliriMtian brgions pouring into 
the ri(y, and the Hlandard of the cross supplanting 
the <:r<:Hr.ent on the citadel. *^The peo|)le of Malaga,^' 
said h(;, *^ have trusted to a man of trade, and he has 
traflicked them away ; but let us not sufler ourselves 
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to be bound hand and foot, and delivered up as part 
of his bargain. We have yet strong walls around us, 
and trusty weapons in our hands. Let us fight until 
buried beneath the last tumbling tower of Gibral- 
fero, or, rushing down from among its ruins, carry 
havoc among the unbelievers, as they throng the 
streets of Malaga !" 

The fierceness of the Gomeres, ' however, was 
broken. They could have died in the breach, had 
their castle been assailed; but the slow advances of 
famine subdued their strength without rousing their 
passions, and sapped the force both of soul and body. 
They were almost unanimous for a surrender. 

It was a hard struggle for the proud spirit of 
Hamet, to bow itself to ask for terms. Still he trust- 
ed that the valor of his defence would gain him re- 
spect in the eyes of a chivalrous foe. " Ali,'' said he, 
^^bas negotiated like a merchant; I will capitukte 
as a soldier." He sent a herald, therefore, to Ferdi- 
nand, ojQTering to yield up his castle, but demanding 
a separate treaty.* The Castilian sovereign made a 
laconic and stem reply: " He shall receive no terms 
but such as have been granted to the community of 
Malaga." 

For two days Hamet el Zegri remained brooding 
in his castle, after the city was in possession of the 
christians; at length, the clamors o( his followers 
compelled him to surrender. When the broken 
remnant of this fierce African garrison descended 
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from (hoir crajwed forln»w, they were bo worn by 
\vat<-l)fiiliK's*<, faniinr, and haltlr, vet carried such a 
liirLini; fury in their eves, that they h>oked more like 
fiends than men. Tiny were all condemned to slave- 
r}% excepting Ahnihen Zenetc. The histance of 
clemency which he hud nhown in refraining to harm 
tlie Spanish Htripliii^, on the last sally from Malaga^ 
won him favonihlc terms. It was cited as a magnan- 
imous act hy the Spanish cavaliers, and all admitted, 
that though a Moor in hlood, he possessed the chris- 
tian heart of a Castilian hidalgo.* 

As to Ilamet el Zegri, on heing asked what moved 
him to such hardened ohstinacy, he replied, ^ When I 
undertook my command, I pledged myself to fight in 
defence of my faith, my city, and my sovereign, until 
slain or made prisoner; and depend upon it, had I 
had men to stand hy me, I should have died fighting, 
in^^tead of thus tamely surrendering myself without a 
weapon in my hand." 

^^Such," says the pious Fray Antonio Agapida, 
** was the diabolical hatred and stiiT-necked opposi- 
tion of this infidel to our holy cause. But he was 
justly served by our most Catholic and high-minded 
sovereign, for his pertinacious defence of the city; 
for Ferdinand ordered that he should be loaded with 
chains, and thrown into a dungcon.^t 



* Cura de los Palacioi, cap. 64. t Pulgar. Ctoolst. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Sew the CastUian sovereigns took possession of the city 
4^ Malaga^ and how King Ferdinand signalized him- 
self by his skill in bargaining with the inhabitants for 
ibeir ransom. 

One of the first cares of the conquerors, on enter- 
ing Malaga, was to search for christian captives. 
Nearly sixteen hundred men and women were found, 
and among them were persons of distinction. Some 
4>f them had heen ten, fifteen, and twenty y^ears in 
capfivity. Many had been servants to the Moors, or 
laborers on public works, and some had passed their 
time in chains and dungeons. Preparations were 
made to celebrate their deliverance as a christian 
triumph. A tent was erected not far fi-om the city, 
and furnished with an altar and all the solemn deco- 
rations of a chapel. Here the king and queen waited 
to receive the christian captives. They were assem- 
bled in the city, and marshalled forth in piteous pro- 
cession. Many of them had still the chains and 
shackles on their legs; they were wasted with famine, 
their hair and beards overgrown and matted, and 
tlieir faces pale and hazard from long confinement 
When they beheld themselves restored to liberty, 
and surrounded by their countrymen, some stared 
wildly about as if in a dream, others gave way to 
frantic transports, but most of them wept for joy. 

K2 15 
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All prr«ent wcrr: movH to tr*ar«, by so (nachinga 
spec Uric. Wlw.-n the prorcs.«ion arrivetl at what if 
called the Gate of (jranada, it wad met bj a great 
concourse from the ramp, with cro99eji and pennont, 
who turned and followed the captives, "ii^ng hjimH 
of praise and thank<*giving. When thej came in 
presence of the king and queen, they threw them* 
selves on their knees and would have kissed their 
feet, as their saviors and deliverers; but the tOTC- 
reigns prc;vented such humiliation, and graciously 
extended to them their hands. TIk'J then prostrated 
themselves before the altar, and all present joined 
them in giving thanks to God for their liberation 
from this cruel bondage. By ordc^rs of the king and 
queen, their chains were then taken ofT, and they were 
clad in decent raiment, and food was set before them. 
After they had ate and drunk, and were refreshed 
and invigorated, Ihcy were provided with money 
and all things necessary for their journey, and were 
sent joyfully to tln-ir homes. 

While the old chroniclers dwell with becoming 
enthusiasm on this pure and affecting triumph of 
humanity, they go on, in a stniin of equal eulogy, to 
describe a spectacle of a far diflerent nature. It so 
liappened, that then^ w(Te found in the city twelve 
of those renegado christians who had deserted to the 
Moors, and conveyed false intelligence, during the 
siege: a barbarous species of punishment was inflict- 
ed upon them, borrowed, it is said, from the Moors, 
and peculiar to these wars. They were tied to stakes 
in a public place, and horsemen exercised their skill 
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in transpiercing them with pointed reeds, hurled at . 
tibem while careering at full speed, until the miser- 
able victims expired beneath their wounds. Several 
apostate Moors, also, who, having embraced chris- 
tianitj, had afterwards relapsed into their early faith 
and had taken refuge in Malaga from the vengeance 
of the Inquisition, were publicly burnt " These,'' 
says an old Jesuit historian, exultingly, " these were 
the tilts of reeds and the illuminations most pleasing 
for this victorious festival, and for the Catholic piety 
of our sovereigns J"* 

When the city was cleansed from the impurities 
and offensive odors which had collected during the 
siege, the bishops and other clei^ who accompanied 
Hie court, and the choir of the royal chapel, walked 
in procession to the principal mosque, which was 
consecrated, and entitled Santa Maria de la Incama- 
cion. This done, the king and queen entered the 
city, accompanied by the grand cardinal of Spain, 
and the pricipal nobles and cavaliers of the army, 
and heard a solemn mass. The church was then 
elevated into a cathedral, and Malaga was made a 
bishopric, and many of the neighboring towns were 
comprehended in its diocese. The queen took up 
her residence in the Alcazaba, in the apartments of 
her valiant treasurer, Ruy Lopez, from whence she 



* ** Los renegades fueron acanavarcados ; y los conversos que- 
■ladot : 7 estos fueron las cafias, y luminarias mas alegres, por 
la fiesta de la vitoria, para la piedad Catholica de nuestros Reyes.'* 
Abarca. Anaies de Aragon^ torn. 2. Roy xxj. c. 3. 
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ment. They were sent to Castile, in two armed 
galleys. 

As to the great mass of Moorish inhabitants, they 
implored that they might not be scattered and sold 
into captivity, but might be permitted to ransom 
ibemselves by an amount paid within a certain time. 
Upon this, king Ferdinand took the advice of certain 
of his ablest counsellors : they said to him, " If you 
hold out a prospect of hopeless captivity, the infidels 
will throw all their gold and jewels into wells and 
pits, and you will lose the greater part of the spoil; 
but if you fix a general rate of ransom, and receive 
their money and jewels in part payment, nothing will 
be destroyed. The king relished greatly this advice ; 
and it was arranged that all the inhabitants should 
be ransomed at the general rate of thirty doblas or 
pistoles in gold for each individual, male or female, 
large or small; that all their gold, jewels, and other 
valuables, should be received immediately in part 
payment of the general amount, and that the residue 
should be paid within eight months; that if any of 
the number, actually living, should die in the interim, 
their ransom should nevertheless be paid. If, how- 
ever, the whole of the amount were not paid at the 
expiration of the eight months, they should all be 
considered and treated as slaves. 

The unfortunate Moors were eager to catch at the 
least hope of future liberty, and consented to these 
hard conditions. The most rigorous precautions were 
taken to exact them to the uttermost. The inhabit- 
ants were numbered by houses and families, and 



iht'tr Uiiuu^n itiUm flown; fiirir iri'Ml |»rf:rioiin irfll«:cli 
Wf'H' fM:i(l«: fi|) into |);in fU, ;iii(l M-jilid hu(\ iii^rriffcd 
ivitli tiM'ir fisirnm; find tliry wrn: onlitntii to riipair 
with tlinri to rrrtain iMr^f rmniU'n or iiir.loNurfsft ad« 
jojfiin(( tlif. AU;i/mI);i, wliir.li wen; NtjrroiiiMkd lijr 
lii(;li waIN ttfifl ov«:rl«H>k«'«l Uj watr.h-towiTrK, to which 
phir.i-4 tlir i i%vn\\rin\i%mt( I Uri^Wiiu raptiv«!» hud iifiiialljr 
hern (lriv«>ii, to Im; ronfiiK-H until the. tifni: ofufilo, like 
f'.dtth: in » intirkct. Tlur Moorn wrn; otili^rd tfi h;sivc 
Ihrir hoimr* on«: hy oih:; »!! fhitir uioiw.y^ iiifcklarini, 
hrnrch't^, und nnkh t*i of ^olfl, pctirl, roral, and pre* 
« ioii« wtoncN, wiTi' t(ik<-n from tlioin nl the tlircnhold, 
and their p('r«on*i no ri^orouftljr m-jirchrd tliat tbej 
airrird ofC nothing r.onrcnlrd. 

Thrri mif;hl Im; nvrtt ohi mrn find lifrlphrMi womcnif 
and trndrr rmiidrn*, mnnr. of hi^h hirih and gentle 
condition, piifi<iini( throii^li iUv. Mnrctfi, heavily biir- 
tlM'nrd, towiinU tlir AUit/.iiUn, An thry left their 
hornrpi, tliry Nuiotr tln^ir hrcimtfi, and wrung their 
handN, »nd niiMfd tlirir wrrjtin^ ryrn to heaven in 
angniNli; and thin in rrf-ordrd im tlifir plaint: ^*0h 
Mfiin^a I rity no rrnown<*d and iMMintiful I where now 
iN thr Ntrrn){tli nf iUy raNtlrN, when* the gnind<!ur of 
ihy towrrN 7 Of what avail havr heen tliy mighty 
wallN, for till* prolntion of thy children? Ihdiold 
tlicni drivrn from thy pU'iiHuht ahodrN, doomed to 
dniK <>iit a iiCr of ImmmIii^c in a foreign land, and to 
di(^ Tar frorn tin* home of' llirir intiincy I What will 
hrconir of lliy old mm and matroiiN, when tlu^ir gray 
liairM nIuiII \w no longer rrvrrrnrrd 7 What will Imi- 
romr of thy maidc^nN, no drli('ul«*.ly reared and ten- 
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deilj cherished, when reduced to hard and menial 
servitude ? Behold, thy once happy families are scat- 
tered asunder, never again to be united; sons are 
separated from their fathers, husbands from their 
wives, and tender children from their mothers : they 
will bewail each other in foreign lands, but their 
lamentations will be the scoff of the stranger. Oh 
Malaga ! city of our birth ! who can behold thy deso- 
lation, and not shed tears of bitterness ?"* 

When Malaga was completely secured, a detach- 
ment was sent against two fortresses near the sea, 
called Mixas and Osuna, which had frequently har- 
assed the christian camp. The inhabitants were 
threatened with the sword, unless they instantly sur- 
rendered. They claimed the same terms that had 
been granted to Malaga, imagining them to be free- 
dom of person and security of property. Their claim 
was granted ; they were transported to Malaga with 
all their riches, and, on arriving there, were over- 
whelmed with consternation at finding themselves 
captives. " Ferdinand," observes Fray Antonio 
AgBipida, " was a man of his word ; they were shut 
up in the inclosure at the Alcazaba with the people 
of Malaga, and shared their fate." 

The unhappy captives remained thus crowded in 
the court-yards of the Alcazaba, like sheep in a fold, 
until they could be sent by sea and land to Seville. 
Thej were then distributed about in city and coun- 
tiy, each christian family having one or more to feed 

* Pulgar. 
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and maintain as scrvauU, until the term fixed for 
the payment of tlie re^idut' of the random bhouKd ex* 
pire. Tlie ca|itives had olitained iienninbion that 
teveral of llieir nunihtT hhould ^o alxjut among the 
Moorish townn of tljc kin^dom of (iranada, collect- 
ing contributions to aid in tiie purcliasie of their liber- 
ties; but these towns were too mucli impoverished 
by tlie war, and enpiroKbed by their own disitresses, 
to lend a liKtenin^ ear: so the time expired witliout 
the residue of the ransom bein^ paid, and all tlie 
captives of Mula^a, to the number, as some say, of 
eleven, and others of fifteen tliousand, became slaves I 
**' Never,** exclaims the worthy Kniy Antonio Agapi- 
da, in one of his usual bursts of zeal and loyaltji 
*^ never has tliere been recorded a more adroit and 
sagacious arrangement tlian tliis made by the Catho- 
lic monarch, by which he not only secured all the 
property and half of tlie ransom of these infidels, but 
finally got possession of ttieir persons into the baigain. 
This truly may be considered one of the greatest 
triumphs of the pious and politic Ferdinand, and as 
raising him above the generality of conquerors, who 
have merely tlic valor to gain victories, but lack the 
prudence and management necessary to turn them 
to account.^* 
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CHAPTER XXn. 

How Emg Ferdinand prepared to carry the war into a 
different part of the territories of the Moors. 

The western part of the kingdom of Granada had 
now been conquered by the christian arms. The 
sea-port of Malaga was captured: the fierce and 
warhke inhabitants of the Serrania de Ronda, and 
tbe other mountain holds of the frontier, were all 
disarmed, and reduced to peaceful and laborious 
vassalage; their haughty fortresses, which had so 
long overawed the valleys of Andalusia, now dis- 
played the standard of Castile and Arragon; the 
watch-towers, which crowned every height, and 
firom whence the infidels had kept a vulture eye 
over the christian territories, were now either dis- 
mantled, or garrisoned with Catholic troops, " What 
signalized and sanctified this great triumph,^^ adds 
flie worthy Fray Antonio Agapida, " were the em- 
blems of ecclesiastical domination which every 
wbere appeared. In every direction arose stately 
convents and monasteries, those fortresses of the 
faith, garrisoned by its spiritual soldiery of monks 
and friars. The sacred melody of christian bells 
was again heard among the mountains, calling to 
early matins, or sounding the Angeles at the solemn 
hour of evening." 

Vol. II. L 16 



Wliihr thiK |»iiH of till* l(ih^<lotll w;iN Mhin reduced 
1)^ till' I lirinliaii Hwof-fl, tlir f ctilral (tiirt, round tlitf 
i'.\\y of (iniiiitdii, (f II tiling', (lie lictirt of \\\i: Moori»h 
tri'iilory, \v:iit liiiil in Vim>i»l»^«* of tliir C'nMilian 
inonitn li, li) Kfiiilxlil Hurniinird rM 'lilro. Tlmt tin* 
foilnniiti: |iini«<' \*t^\ nf> omihion (n |ii'o|iHiH(i2 lh« 
c:onf|Ui'nii'i fd' iiii v*m\\\vy li) tn li of himin^ff, Hhd by 
|»n)(ir-nhiiMin lliiit xuw^i li:i\r hfin (nrri^n lo liiK lic*art« 
No hoonrr lliid lir liraid of the citpturr of Mlilfl|{ll« 

lliiin lir kf-nt ron^',riituliilion*< to tlir (!ti(iioli(: novi*' 
rrif-MiK, iirrotii|)iini<'d with |»rrM*nlN of liomi*!! ric:ldy 
f'ii)Min>iont'd (or tlic Icitifs iind |Mr<'i(iUN rlotli of ^old 
iind oi'irndil |irf'('uni«*H for tin* i|ni*(*n. IIIn cron^mtii' 
liifion« iind Iun prrirnU wnc iiMrivrd willi lliis ut- 
m(»iit ^'/iiriouMncnN; iind llii'hhorl hi^litrd prinrr, Itjilcsd 
hy the {v\n\Mtv\\vy and politir. forlMMininrf* of Fiirdi- 
nand, ilattrrril liiniirli' lliat \\v wan Ni^nirin^ Uiu Im^ 
hiK ri'fi'nd>i)ii|) of lliiit nionnrcli, 

Tlir policy of hoalHlil liiid itn tranNiiMil find Nii|>er» 
Krial advanta^cH. Tlic jiorlion of Mooriiili Irrrilorj 
iindri' tiiN ininicdiahr Nway had a n*N|d(ir from ilie 
c'alatniii<M of war: \\\v hiinhandnirn rultivati'd tlietr 
huurianl ('i<'l«lh in hfcnrily, and (hr vr^a of iirtiWki% 
oner niori* hlohhonifil ht<r (he rohi*. The ifirrrlmnts 
iiKain rarricil do a iMiinCid Itadn': (h<* ^'jih*M of llti! 
i''\\y wcf'r (hron^'ril wilh hriihN of hiirdrn, hriN^ititf 
ih(t rii h prothirfh of vwvy rhnii*. Yrt, while* the 
pcojili* of (jiuiiail.-i njoirrd in (heir (rrinin|{ fuddrt 
and ri'fiwih'd niarlh, Ihcy hi-i riily ili'NpiM-d \\\v. \ni\\i\J 
whirh had priMnri'd (hmi thrnr advanla^rn, iind held 
Hoftlidil l()r lilllr. hnllcr limn lui apoHtuic iitid lUl \a^ 
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beKever. Muley Abdalla el Zagal was now the hope 
of the unconquered part of the kingdom ; and every 
Moor, whose spirit was not quite subdued with his 
fortunes, lauded the valor of the old monarch and his 
fidelity to the faith, and wished success to his standard. 
El Zagal, though he no longer sat enthroned in 
the Alhambra, yet reigned over more considerable 
domains than his nephew. His territories extended 
fi-om the frontier of Jaen along the borders of Mur- 
cia to the Mediterranean, and reached into the cen- 
tre of the kingdom. On the north-east, he held the 
cities of Baza and Guadix, situated in the midst of 
fertile regions. He had the important sea-port of 
Almeria, also, which at one time rivalled Granada 
itself in wealth and population. Beside these, his 
territories included a great part of the Alpuxarra 
mountains, which extend across the kingdom and 
shoot out branches towards the sea-coast. This 
mountainous region was a strong-hold of wealth and 
power. Its stern and rocky heights, rising to the 
clouds, seemed to set invasion at defiance ; yet within 
their rugged embraces were sheltered delightful val- 
leys, of the happiest temperature and richest fer- 
tility. The cool springs and limpid rills which gushed 
out in all parts of the mountains, and the abundant 
streams, which, for a great part of the year, were 
supplied by the Sierra Nevada, spread a perpetual 
verdure over the skirts and slopes of the hills, and, 
collecting in silver rivers in the valleys, wound along 
among plantations of mulberry trees, and groves of 
oranges and citrons, of almonds, figs, and pomegran- 
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tkivn, Ilrn; \v;m proilurfil tlic firu'rit ftilk of S 
wliirli (^''tvf; I iTi|)lfiuiH'fit to tlioiio.'iiirlH of manuiac- 
tiircn*. The •«iiii-l>uriil siilf^ of llir IiiIIh, also, were 
toverc^f] with \inrv;inU; Wif. ;il>iihflarit herbage of 
the motintziin niviri(<«, .'ind (In; rich pasturage of the 
vallr^M, fd'fl v;i<«t IIik kn ami lirnln; and even the arid 
and rorky lioHnirm of llir lifi^lit.-t termed with wealthi 
fiYim the iiiiiK'M of varioiH ftietal.H with which thej 
were itnpn'^iiiitrd. In a word, the yMpiixarra moun 
taiiifl had ever lintn the ^reat Honrcc of revenue to 
the nioharrlH of (iranaila. 'f*h(ir inhabitants, also, 
were hardy and warlike, and a Huddcn sufnmont 
from the JVIoorlHli kin^ eon Id at any time call forth 
fifty thr>iiftand fi^htin^ men from tlieir rocky frst- 

Such waR the rich hnl ni^^'d fragment of an ennK 
pire whicli n^mained inidcr the Hwny of the old war- 
rior monanJi Kl Za;;al. 7*1 le mountain harricn bj 
whieh it waH locked np, had protected it from most 
of the niva^es tt{ the iiresenf war. Kl Zagal pre- 
pared himself, hy stren^^thening every fortrc88| to 
battle fiercely for its maintenanee. 

'J'lie (/'alholic soveieir^ns saw that fresh troubles 
and IoIIh awaited them. The, war had to he carried 
into a new fjuarter, demandin;^ immenHC cxpcndi- 
tiireH; and new ways and melius niiiKl he devincd to 
replenish their exhau^tf d * > \- . ^Mh thin wnfi a 
holy war, howt^ver," sa^ • ' •; ^'^""io Agapida, 
^ and pernliarly redo ■ .'l.d to Ihe proHperily of the 
church, the. ch^r^^y wf-n- fidl of /.e.al, and contributed 
vast sums of money and luiv;<'' hodic^H of troops* A 
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pious fund was also produced, from the first fruits of 
Uiat glorious institution, the Inquisition/' 

It so happened, that ahout this time there were 
many famiUes of wealth and dignity in the kingdoms 
of Arragon and Valentia, and the principality of 
Catalonia, whose forefathers had been Jews, but had 
.been converted to Christianity. Notwithstanding the 
outward piety of these families, it was surmised, and 
soon came to be strongly suspected, that many of 
Aem had a secret hankering after Judaism; and it 
was even whispered, that some of them practised 
Jewish rites in private. 

The Catholic monarch (continues Agapida) had a 
ri^teous abhorrence of all kinds of heresy, and a 
fervent zeal for the faith ; he ordered, therefore, a 
strict investigation of the conduct of these pseudo 
christians. Inquisitors were sent into these provinces 
for the purpose, who proceeded with their accus- 
tomed zeal. The consequence was, that many fami- 
lies were convicted of apostasy from the christian 
iaith, and of the private practice of Judaism. Some, 
who had grace and policy sufficient to reform in 
time, were again received into the christian fold, 
after being severely mulcted and condemned to 
heavy penance ; others were burnt at auto de fis^ 
for the edification of the public, and their property 
was confiscated for the good of the state. 

As these Hebrew^ were of great wealth, and had 
a hereditary passion for jewelry, there was found 
abundant store in their possession of gold and silver, 
of rings and necklaces, and strings of pearl and 

L2 
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#:oriil, aii'l pr^rrioij*! ►foiM" ;— tn*aj>iin:»t <:a«y of tnmf* 
|K#rtatiofi, ;irifl woti/lcWiilly :ifl:i|i(<'«i for i\tt: tM»ef)f^s$^ 
citm of war. '' In lint vV'i)/* totnAmUvn i\ui |iiM» 

invauwM of I'loviili-nrr, w«:n; viiafltf! Ut ftirrve tll0 
ri((titi-^#iiii <:»iiMt wlii« ii tli<)' li:i«l Ml tn:sidii:nHf«ly de» 
iMtrt/:«i; tirifl llM-ir :ipo)tl;i1<: wr:il(li wannmtcti&td bjT 
ll#:iti^ (l«:VOfi:fl to i\n: KfTvirf: of f|«:siVeri flUid (be 

tfTowvi, in tliiii holy rni*tii*U: iti^uiti^.i tin: infideii.** 

h rniiiil \n: titUUti, Iiow'tvm', iIiaI iIi#:M! piooi fimUH 
timI «rxpi!«lii:nlii M'f ( iv<'«l Konir rli«:«.k fnnii (he iril«r- 
ff!r#rn«:«! of i|iii;«:h l»!sil>4:ll:i. ll(-r |lirnHriltifl^ eye* din* 
covnnui tlmt rn;ftny <tnoniiili';ii liiid \hu'M vjumwiiUsd 
utitUtr col^ir of rf.U^itum yj-nl^ aii«l many iimocefit 
piirMinn arrtjM:(l by r:!)".': witn<r^>;«:K of aifrmUiiy, C;i(her 
tliroii({li nialirf! or a Iio|m: of olitainin^ liictr w«stU(b: 
hIm! rauMTfl utrirl. Hiv<':.lij':ihon, i|i<:n'fortf;, tn(o (he 
|iNi<: «'(!(! in(?,*i wlii'li h;i(l lii:<-ii li<:l(l ; many of wliicb 
W^ri; ri!V<:r*tir(l, and KijUoriif:r>*. |itiiiii|ij<:r| in propoitioQ 
io tlicir ^iiilt* 



* I'lilijftir, iBitrl :j, *:. Ul*). 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

JBaui King Ferdinand invaded the eastern side of the 
kingdom of Granada, and how he was recewed by 
El Zagal. 

" MuLEY Abdalla el Zagal," says the venerable 
Jesuit father, Pedro Abarca, " was the most venom- 
ous Mahometan in all Morisma:^' and the worthy 
Fray Antonio Agapida most devoutly echoes his 
opinion; "Certainly," adds the latter, "none ever 
opposed a more heathenish and diabolical obstinacy 
to the holy inroads of the cross and sword." 

El Zagal felt that it was necessary to do somethii^ 
to quicken his popularity with the people, and that 
nothing was more effectual than a succefisful inroad. 
The Moors loved the stirring call to arms, and a wild 
foray among the mountains; and delighted more in 
a hasty spoil, wrested with hard fighting from the 
christians, than in all the steady and certain gains 
secured by peaceful traffic. 

There reigned at this time a careless security along 
the frontier of Jaen. The alcaydes of the christian 
fortresses were confident of the friendship of Bo- 
abdil el Chico, and they fancied his uncle too distant 
and too much engrossed by his own perplexities, to 
think of molesting them. On a sudden. El Zagal 
issued out of Guadix with a chosen band, passed 
rapidly through the mountains which extend behind 
Granada, and fell like a thunderbolt upon the territo- 
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iutt\r*iiri\. Dnlrrinu' '»'it fn -li »"|ii:ir!rori«, hf: fi-lj npoil 
tilt' n ;ir fif lii<- i<tif:ihii.f lr<iii|i« Mitli lour) anii tri- 
ijiii|ili:iii< -liniil-, <ltiviri:j tliciii III fori- liirn willi rJiYrad- 
ful Uii\(tf . Till- «*M w.n-i ry ui '*KI Zagal ! KI Za- 
^:il!" \v:i- :i;;:iiii jiiit up h) lli<* MfHin, ;ifid WAM r:#:hocd 
with tr:iii-|ir»rt fniiri llir WiilU of flir; ritjr. The chm- 
tiiifiH Wf-rc for :i tiiiii: in iriiniirif:ril peril of a complcCe 
rout, when iMrtiiiiiitrl)^^ thf: (i(lf;l;iiitaflo of Miircift 
Ihn-w liiriKcir with a lart^i* hody of iKjne and foot 
hrtwiTii th<- |»iir<«iirp< iiitd thr |Hirsticd, covering the 
retreat of the latter, arifl t^iviii;; them time to raljjr. 
'i'lie ,Mf«or*« wen: now at laekef I sri vigorously in tum, 
thill they ^avc over the nneqnal contr^jtt, and drew 
hark slowly into the rity. Many valiant cavalicra 
were slain in this •«kirnii'^li, arriont; the mmiber of 
whoMi wa«( l)on I'liilip of Arni^on, iVlHMter of the 
ihivalry uf St. (ifor^e f»f Monte^or; he was illegiti- 
mate Min of the kinj^N iller^ilimale brother Don 
(■arloM, and his death was greatly hewailed hy Fer- 
dinand. He harl formerly hef'n arrhhishop f,f Pa- 
lermo, hut had dofji'd the ea>i<iork for the rnintsH, 
and had thus, aer.ordirif^ to I'Vay Antonio A^apida, 
gained a ^lorio^^ rrown of martyrdom hy falling in 
this holy war. 

The warm reeeption of his ailvanrc; ^unrd hy the 
f)ld warrior KI Za^^il, hroii«;lit kin<; Ferdinand to a 
jian^' : he enr arnped on the hanks of the neimhhor- 
in^ river (Hiadal(|iiiton, and her^an to consider wheth- 
er he harl aeterl wisely in undertaking Ihi.s camp;ugn 
with his pre'^ent. fore.e. Jlin late .surcesses had prob- 
ably re.ndttred him over-confident: KI Zagal had 
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ftgain schooled him into his characteristic caution. 
Hfc saw that the old warrior was too formidably en- 
sconced in Baza, to be dislodged by any thing except 
a powerful army and battering artillery; and he fear- 
ed, that should he persist in his invasion, some disas- 
ter might befall his army, either from the enterprise 
of the foe, or from a pestilence which prevailed in 
Tarious parts of the country. 

Ferdinand retired, therefore, from before Baza, as 
he had on a former occasion from before Loxa, all 
the wiser for a wholesome lesson in warfare, but by 
no means grateful to those who had given it, and 
'with a Bolemn determiniation to have his revenge 
upon his teachers. 

He now took measures for the security of the 
places gained in this campaign ; placing in them 
strong garrisons, well armed and supplied, chai^ng 
their alcaydes to be vigilant on their posts and to 
give no rest- to the enemy. The whole of the fron- 
tier was placed under the command of the brave 
Luiz Fernandez Puerto Carrero. As it was evident, 
from the warlike character of El Zagal, that there 
would be abundance of active service and hard 
iSghting, many hidalgos and young cavaliers, eager for 
distinction, remained with Puerto Carrero. 

All these dispositions being made, king Ferdinand 
closed the dubious campaign of this year, not, as 
usutfi, by returning in triumph at the head of his 
army to some important city of his dominions, bu 
by disbanding the troops, and repairing to pray at 
the cross of Caravaca. 
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Mt\P'l*l.ll W'lV 

How thfi .1/i)iir« Willi ff- vm i*»un mtnprl»r» tlgaifnH ihi 

i 'hiiahitnu. 

** Willi r llii- |>iiiii:t t.iiic !'• iiliiiiiii'l/* filiarrvrrt l''riy 
AliliiliMi \p,ii|iiilit, " Uitn liiiiiililiiMf liiiiiarll lirlnrr; UlfS 
I liiaB, itllil il \iiilll> |tln\iii(' Itil llif iliclllil Itfili llf III* 
rill mil a, lliiil 111 M I |iii,f III I .1 /ii(.'itl, ili-|irliillfi|f liirrct' 
Iv nil Ilia III III lit III :li iiiiil cv. iiitl III cirri, |illtKUr(| III* 
iIiuImiIh III iiiiliiitMn ii|iiiii llii I III inliiiiiB.*' Nil tiiliurr 
UilQ llir Iii\iiililif5 lit MM ill -l». mill il. Ilhiii V'.\ /•ii^iil ftul' 
liril jiiillt liiiiii Inn nliiiii^', liiilil, mill iuiimmI {\tt% UuA 

MWlitil mill nil llinnr |iiilla lliiil lliiil BlllllUlllfli |f| |||A 
*S|iiiiiiati ynlir, Tin i urMli nl Nitui, jii'lii^ i lir«*li*««|y 
IJllilMlrili Who lulu n ti) niii|iiinr, unil lU |/iil | jeiih |flit 
III llm eWniil. 'i'lir nlil w.iiiiiu itii'iit Willi Bill i|/ll||iHry 
Iniy ulliilll (lir wlliiji liniihii, itl I 111 It MIL/ I iftlVliyti 
aliiviiiti, wiiiiiiiliiii', mill iiiiiliiii{i )iii<-;iiiii la^ ttml « f«|iilli|{ 
liy nlii|i|iei: ii|iii|i llii I liiir:(imi<-: wliriiVrr \\\i-y Vttxt't. 
oil Mil II fjiiitnl. 

Till- nil il>i|i' ill Itii IimIii rsn III I -illliil', l iiiiil*'' f( itl 
llir Dlirti^lli III iln wnlj.] miil tnwi in, iiliil in iIb illlH* 

I iitl bihiiiliiiit, III iiu.' liiiiK nil llir Riiiiitiiit 111 n In/ly 

lull, lliiil QUI Kiiiiiili il liy jiiri ||i|i IP., \«'lililti-il In Itll- 
Bl III lllllini II lliilii 111.; |iiint Till \|('||i|||| Ml /Uf/til 

wiiB oiiihliiily III |iiit il, ivilli II |iiit^iiliil ItiiM-; III* 
blnlliKil Mm liMVii cwimt in lintul Ihil^IiI IIm- i lil'l** 

• If 

littUH liniu rIh I 1 In blurt, tiliil ilinvii ll|t;lil, Willi (trolftt 
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slaugbter, to the citade]. Here a veteran captain, 
by the name of Juan de Avalos, a gray-headed war- 
rior scarred in many a battle, assumed the command 
and made an obstinate defence. Neither the mul- 
titude of the enemy, nor the vehemence of their 
attacks, though led on by the terrible El Zagal him- 
self had power to shake the fortitude of this doughty 
old soldier. 

The Moors undermined the outer walls and one 
of the towers of the fortress, and made their way into 
the exterior court. The alcayde manned the tops of 
his towers, pouring down melted pitch, and showering 
darts, arrows, stones, and all kinds of missiles, upon 
the assailants. The Moors were driven out of the 
court; but, being reinforced with fresh troops, re- 
turned repeatedly to the assault For five days the 
combat was kept up : the christians were nearly ex- 
hausted, but they were sustained by the cheerings of 
their staunch old alcayde ; and they feared death from 
the cruel El Zagal, should they surrender. At length 
the approach of a powerful force under Puerto Car- 
rero relieved them from this fearful peril. El Zagal 
abandoned the assault, but set fire to the town in his 
rage and disappointment, and retired to his strong- 
hold of Guadix. 

The example of El Zagal roused his adherents to 
action. Two bold Moorish alcaydes, Ali Altar and 
Yza Altar, commanding the fortresses of Alhenden 
and Salobrefia, laid waste the country of the subjects 
of Boabdil, and the places which had recently sub- 
mitted to the christians : they swept off the cattle, 

You II. M 
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r:iiTii'il "ir f ;i|iti\r-, ;iiii| lunix^fd \\ir \vlit»1f* of (lie 
lir\\l\ roti<|i|ilf-(l ri'dlilli'l'. 

Till' .M'M»ts :iUfi lit Mini Ti:i, :iiifl Tavrriia^, and 
1*111-1 litii:t, iiijiii iiiKi.'iiU iiitfi Mint i;i, :iim| riirricd fire 
arid '•wonl ntlf» it- iim-l I'l rtilf i-f-^Kiti*-. On tlie op- 
|i<i-iti iKMilif r, :il-i», :iiiM»iii;Mii- wild vallfys ainl ni\^fri 
rnt-HM-. fif fill- Sn rta liornifja, or llfcl Mf»iiiitiiiii% 
iiriiiv tiC ihi- Miini- wliii li:td lalilv HiilMiiiMrd n^^niii 
ilrw td ariii*«. 'I'lir iiiari|iif<« n( ( 'aili/. Hii|»|ircNqrd hy 
titiiil) \i'4ilaiiM- llii niMllifiii td Itir iiiniiiitaiii lown 
td iiaii^iii, '<iliiatfd tui a lii:li piiik, aliiio^l anions; the 
i-lDiifl-; l>tit f)tlifr'4 ttl' tlif MtMus (ortit'icd tlif'iitMC'lvt'fl 
ill HM k-lHiilt tt»\v< 1-4 and rastlt>«, iidialiitrrl no\r\y by 
warritir'i, firMii wlitiif-i' llir^ carrirfl f»ii a crMitiinml 
war of fora'^f-. aiitl dcprt'datit>ii; ^wfcpiii^ Riiddciily 
down intti tlif vallt-y^, and tarrying ofl' /lockH and 
litnU atitl all kinds id' \uui\y to tlics(; cagliMiOHtd, to 
wliit li il was pcrilfMiH and fruit Ic.m to |}iimiiC! fliom. 

Tilt' wf>rtliy faljirr Vniy Antonir* A^apida r.Umcn 
lii^ history of this rlifckiTcd yrar, in fjiiitr a dinVTcnt 
strain from lliosc triniii|diant. pfriotls with wliich he 
is at-riisttMiictl to wind up \\w. virtoriotiH rarnpai^m 
of till" MiviTi-ii^iiH. "(irrat and mighty/' nayH tliis 
vcrit-raldf: < hronit Irr, *^ wrrc. the floodit and InnprHli 
wliitli |)ifvailfd tlirtMi^lMMiL tlir kin^doniH of (Ja^tilc 
aiitl Arra^on, ahoul Ihis tirnc. It Mrrnifd un llioii^h 
tilt: windows (}( llfavni wrrct a^iin opriird, and a 
WTond dtjiii^f. (»vnwlii'lriiiii^ tlit: facr of nature. 'J'hf; 
clouds IhiisI as it wnt* in ratarar.ts upon llir earth; 
foiTcnts nislifd down from (In: mountains, ovcrflow- 
in^ the valleys ; hrook.H wen; Hwclh^rl into raging 
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rivers; houses were undermined; mills were swept 
away by their own streams ; the affrighted shepherds 
saw their flocks drowned in the midst of the pasture, 
and were fain to take refuge for their lives in towers 
and high places. The Guadalquivir for a time be- 
came a roaring and tumultuous sea, inundating the 
immense plain of the Zablada, and filling the fair city 
of Seville with affright. 

** A vast black cloud moved over the land, accom- 
panied by a hurricane and a trembling of the earth. 
Houses were unroofed, the walls and battlements of 
fortresses shaken, and lofty towers rocked to their 
foundations. Ships, riding at anchor, were either 
stranded or swallowed up; others, under sail, were 
tossed to and fro upon mountain waves, and cast 
upon the land, where the whirlwind rent them in 
pieces and scattered them in fragments in the air. 
Doleful was the ruin and great the terror, where this 
baleful cloud passed by ; and it left a long track of 
desolation over sea and land. Some of the faint- 
hearted," adds Antonio Agapida, " looked upon this 
torment of the elements as a prodigious event, out 
of the course of nature. In the weakness of their 
fears, they connected it with those troubles which 
occurred in various places, considering it a portent 
of some great calamity, about to be wrought by the 
violence of the bloody-handed El Zagal and bis fierce 
adherents/* 
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niAi»'n:ii xxv. 

iinw hiiif,^ l\ nil nil ml ffnpiti'til tn Itrtiirf'i' ike cUy §f 
Hum, tinil htm- flu- t ih/ pnjHnt il fur tlvfmrt. 

Till ^tiiiiii\ v.iiiti I 1i;mI i»:i!-*t-il iiuny, mul tlie 
i|iiiii^', ifl WW'i v\itn uftviiiti 111/ ; \it llii* lii'HVjr ruiii* 
ImiI liiiilif-ii ti|» (111- iiiiiih, llir iiHKiiiliiiii Iji'fMikii yNfft. 

HVVnlii lo lii^ili^ liii trill**, :iIh1 llir litlf nliultuW ttlld 
|iiui f 111! iivi M \M It- ill i-|)f (iiiImiIi 111, umi <luii(i^irroiiii. 
'Mir I liii*i(i:iit lioii|f:n liiiil lirfii Riiiiiiiintii'ii In UMeiii- 
lilr ill fiitly h|iiiii^ (Hi tlif lioiidi-in ol' Juni, iiul wi^re 
hlow ill :iri-iviii^ at (In* iip|Hiiiili'il pliK r. 'J'lu'y Were 
i-iihih^li'fl 111 (111* iiiiiy firlili'rt of (llii iiifiuiiluiiiii, or 

iirMi'ij llii|f:ilir|illy nil (lir liiilikn fif illi|M>sbullli! fliXxK, 
1 1 vvitti 1:1 If ill I III- iiuMilli iti Alii) , lirfiiir llii'y mhm'IIiMciI 
ill NiiMJi ii'iit Ion «• lf» :illiiii)fl (li«* |iiii|ioi!i-<l invsifeioii; 
uIm-ii, ill ti'liL'.lli, ii Viiliiiiil :iiiii), oT lliiid-rii lliiiii«uii(l 
Jioi>r iiiul lolly llioii>.:tiiii lufil, iiisin li«-il iiii'mly over 
till' lionlri. Till' ijiHTii ri'iiiiiiiH'il ill llir I il) oiJiieii, 
Willi III!' |iiMiM- io):il iiiiil llii' |flilii i isisra liiT iliiliJn'll, 
ill ( oiiipiihii il (iiid Mi|i|ffiili'it liy IIh' vi-iiriiiliJi' ftti'di- 
lial *t{ .S|iiiiii, aiiil lliuM- ftvrrfiiil |Mi'lii(<'n who ttii- 
bjftli il ill Imt t oiirii ih lliioii;.'liiHil lliiM lioly wiir. 

Till' |ihiii III Kill/, I'VfitiiiiiiHl wwf. \*t lay wyi: to 
fill' I ily ff( li:i/a, (In ki-y dl IIh m iiiaiiiiii|^ jiomi'a- 
i*|f>ir: ol (111' Mi/ur. Thai iinjiuilahl |oilti'i-a (al<<'li| 
^Hliiijlk iilifl AliiH ria tiiunl ^^(Mlll iolluw, iiiiil ihcil thc 
|M>wr|- o/ I'il /a^ul woiild hi: al an Miil. Am llie 
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Catholic king advanced, he had first to secure vari- 
ous castles and strong-holds in the vicinity of Baza, 
which might otherwise harass his army. Some of 
these made ohstinate resistance, especially the town 
of Cuxar. The christians assailed the walls with 
various machines, to sap them and hatter them down. 
The hrave alcayde, Hubec Adalgan, opposed force 
to ibrce and engine to engine. He manned his tow- 
ers with his bravest warriors, who rained down an 
iron shower upon the enemy; and he linked cauldrons 
together by strong chains, and cast fire from them, 
consuming the wooden engines of their assailants, 
and those who managed them. 

The siege was protracted for several days: the 
bi*avery of the alcayde could not save his fortress 
from an overwhelming foe, but it gained him honor- 
able terms. Ferdinand permitted the garrison and 
the inhabitants to repair with their effects to Baza ; 
and the valiant Hubec Adalgan marched forth with 
the remnant of his force, and took the way to that 
devoted city. 

The delays which had been caused to the invading 
army by these various circumstances, had been dili- 
gently improved by the old Moorish monarch El 
Zagal; who felt that he was now making his last 
stand for empire, and that this campaign would de- 
cide, whether he should continue a king, or sink into 
a vassal. El Zagal was but a few leagues from Baza, 
at the city of Guadix. This last was the most im- 
portant point of his remaining territories, being a 
kind of bulwark between them and the hostile city 
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130 A c:iiiu>.ik:le OF 

of (iraiKMla, tlic: H(;al of hiri lutplufw^ri power. Though 
he hciirtl (>r the i'liUt of war, thrn^fore, that wai col- 
lect iii^ uiifl rolling towanlH tlie city of Baxa, he dared 
not ^o in pri-MHi to its aHi<iHtanc:e. lie dreaded that, 
hhould he Irave (iiiadix, Hoal)(Jil wouhl attack biin 
in rear while the r.lirititiaii anny wari hatHing with 
him in front. Kl Za^al (ruHted in the gn^at strength 
of Daza, to defy any violent aNsanlt ; and he profited 
hy the delayH of tlie rhriHtian army, to supply it with 
all pohhihle meann of defence, lie sent thither all 
the troopH he could Hpare from liiH garrison of Gua- 
dix, and diHpatched misniveH throughout his territo* 
rieri, calling upon true Moslenm to hasten to Baza, 
to make; a devoted stand in <lefence of their homes, 
their liherticrs, and their religion. The cities of 
Tavernas and l'urch(aia, and the* Hurrounding heighta 
and valleyri, reHponded to his orders, and sent forth 
their fighting m(;n to (he (ield. The rocky fastnesses 
of tlu; AlpuxarniH n^Motuided with the din of arms : 
troopH of horse and bodies of foot-soldiers were seen 
winding down the ru^^ed rliils and dcrfilcs of those 
marble mountains, and hastening towards Baza, 
Many brave cavaliers of (xnuiada also, spurning the 
quiet and security of christiiui Viissalage, secretly left 
tlui city and hast(Mied to join their fighting country* 
men. The great dctpctndence of Kl Zagal, however, 
was upon tlie valor and loyalty of his cousin and 
brollier-in-law, (Jidi Yahye Alnayar Aben Zelim, 
who was alrayde of Almeria, — a cavalier experi- 
enced in warfare, and redoubtable in the field. He 
wrote to him to leave Almeria, and repair, witli ail 
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speed, at the head of his troops, to Baza. Cidi 
Yahje departed immediately, with ten thousand of 
the bravest Moors in the kingdom. These were for 
the most part hardy mountaineers, tempered to sun 
and storm, and tried in many a combat None 
equalled them for a sally or a skirmi^. They were 
. adroit in executing a thousand stratagems, ambiis- 
cadoes, and evolutions. Impetuous in their assaults, 
yet governed in their utmost fury by a word or sign 
from their commander, at the sound of a trumpet 
they would check themselves in the midst of their 
career, wheel off and disperse ; and at another sound 
of a trumpet, they would as suddenly re-assemble 
and return to the attack. They were upon the ene- 
njy when least expected, coming like a rushing blast, 
spreading havoc and consternation, and then passing 
away in an instant; so that when one recovered 
from the shock and looked around, behold nothing 
was to be seen or heard of this tempest of war, but 
a cloud of dust and the clatter of retreating hoofs. 

When Cidi Yahye led his train of ten thousand 
valiant warriors into the gates of Baza, the city rang 
with acclamations, and for a time the inhabitants 
thought themselves secure. El Zagal, also, felt a 
glow of confidence, notwithstanding his own absence 
from the city. " Cidi Yahye," said he, " is my cousin 
and my brother-in-law ; related to me by blood and 
marriage, he is a second self: happy is that monarch 
who has his kindred to command his armies." 

With all tliese reinforcements, the garrison of 
Baza amounted to above twenty thousand men. 
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TluM'f! Wfn: at tlii*i (iiiH* iLn-'* priiuipat \t*ut]rrH In 
tin* lit): .M(ili:iiiiiiii-<l Ih-ii ll:i«-aii, Riirnainfil i\it: 
vrfiraii, who v\:in iiiilitiirv ^fl\« rnor or alra^flr, ;iii 
oM M(Mir of itn-ii\ iA|)f lii'nrr atid ili-rn-tioii; (In; 
MToitd ivah llaiiH't y\liii /ali, ulio wan raplaiii of 
tli<: (f-oo|m hfatiotiffl in (lit: |i]ar<: ; and tlifr (liinl waf| 
lUi\nti: Aflal^aii, iUr. valianl alra}(l«: of C'lixar, who 
luid ropiiirmi liithfr willi (lie niiiaiiiH of liin ^arriifiin 
OvitmII IJh'm: Cidi Valiyff rxi'niiifd a Hii|in'fik* com- 
inaiul, in <:onMf(|iirn(:4* of lii^ luin^ of iUa hlood- 
royal, and in tlir f'r*|)4'r:ial roniidcnr^; of Muhry Ah- 
dalla 4?1 Za^al. I lit wan iTlofjijcnl and ardMit in 
council, and fond of hlrikin^ and hplimdid arhieve- 
iniiiiU; hut Im; waH a lillh; proiw: to hr: ftarri^^d away 
hy ilui cxctUtimiui of Ihi^ nionHrnl, and llic warmth 
of hiri imagination. Tint <:oiin<:iU of war of these 
comma ndt'fK, llKrirfoir, went niori? frr(|in'tjtly con- 
trolled hy the opiniouH of (he old alrayde Mohairi- 
med Ikmi IlaHhan, for whoMr i;hn'wdne>if<, raiilion, and 
experience, Cidi Yahye hinmclf felt the ^reatet^t 
deference. 

'J*he city of Ha /a waN hitinifed in a ^reat valley, 
ei^ht lea^ui'?) in length and tlire«; in hreadth, called 
tiie llo^a, or ha^in of Jia/a. It wan Hurroundeil hy 
a ran^e of nioiintainH, ralh-d (he Sierra of Xahaleohol, 
Uiit Ktrr^aniK of which, coll(M:(in({ thcnirielveii into two 
riven*, walered and /<^r(ili/ird (he coinitry. 'i'he city 
waK hiiilt in the plain ; hut one part of it wai» pro- 
tected hy (he rocky prt^cipiees of the mouutain, and 
hy a powerful cKadel; the other pail wan defended 
hy inaKiiive walln, studded with inimeiiHe towers, (t 
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had suburbs towards the plain, imperfectly fortified 
by earthen walls. In front of these suburbs extended 
a tract of orchards and gardens nearly a league in 
length, so thickly planted as to resemble a continued 
forest Here, every citizen who could afford it, had 
his little plantation, and his garden of fruits and flow- 
ers, and vegetables, watered by canals and rivulets, 
' and dominated by a small tower to serve for recrea- 
tion or defence. This wilderness of groves and gar- 
dens, intersected in all parts by canals and runs of 
water, s^nd studded by above a thousand small tow- 
ers, formed a kind of protection to this side of the 
city, rendering all approach extremely difficult and 
perplexed, and affording covert to the defenders. 

While the christian army had been detained before 
the frontier posts, the city of Baza had been a scene 
of harned and unremitting preparation. All the 
grain of the surrounding valley, though yet unripe, 
was hastily reaped and borne into the city, to pre- 
vent it from yielding sustenance to the enemy. The 
country was drained of all its supplies; flocks and 
herds were driven, bleating and bellowing, into the 
gates; long trains of beasts of burthen, some laden 
with food, others with lances, darts, and arms of all 
kinds, kept pouring into the place. Already there 
were munitions collected sufficient for a siege of 
fifteen months ; yet still the eager and hasty prepara- 
tion was going on, when the army of Ferdinand 
came in sight. 

On one side might be seen scattered parties of foot 
and horse spurring to tlie gates, and muleteers hur- 
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Tj'tuyr fnrwnrtl thrir iMirth'-rirfl »inirri;il4, all nnxififil iO 
^ti iiiiiiff <\u III I )i« friM tipi fulfil' riri:; «lorrii; on fli€ 
olfi«-r «iil( , till f IoimI fif vv.if f .irnr «w« «'|>ifif/ riffwn 
llir v>il)ry, fli' fill of ilnuii or r hiti^ fff friimprt re* 
MiiifiHtMt{ Of f ;i-tifiii,illy froin i\* tU-ty ho4//fri, or the 
liriL',lit t'.hiiif (■ of {iiiii-t nii-^liiii(4 forth, lilcr viviii \'m^ 
fiiii^, liorri it<( < oliirriii«« Kinir Kcnliiiftii'l |iiN bed bit 
Iiiit4 in llif VMlli-y, iM'^onr] (In* ^rrrn iHbyrinth of 
|/)inlrn«. Mf «f-nt ln«( lirniJfU to vumrnmi llic ciij to 
futrrrnfl'T, pronii«in(/ IIm^ rrio^t r(ivor;il»lc Uimw in C»M 
of irnnM'ftititr < oni|ili»iif f, tinfl Hvowint; in fbc moit 
nolrnin frrrnv I114 rt'tnhiiittu ni-Vfr ti» nfmndoti tht 
tif*«f' until lif liu<l |»o«((r44KMi o/' the |il»rf. 

IJ|»rin ri'f f'ivint^ fhi^ «tnnnion(i, thi! Moorinh cflffn* 
mfin<b'r<t he If! h tiniitn) of w»r« TIk'. prince Cidi 
Yfili^r, infli(rtiMn( }i(. tli<' wuut r. of \Uv king, was hi 
rrforlin^ hy h riff hir»tion tlitii llir gMrrinon nctcr 
woiilfl <<iirn<.nfl('r, l»iif wrnilfl fi^lii nntil biiritil finder 
llii'. niin^ of llir wiilU. "Of wliai avaiI/^ Mid tbt 
vrlrnin Mohtunrnffl, " 14 » (|rfhirHli(»n of the kind, 
wliirli W(! rn»y hiUily hy our fhrrUT fi«*( u* tlircfttoo 
wli»t wr know wr ran |»frf(»rm, find M 119 rjidcator 
to pfrforni niorr lh»n w lhr^»h<n/^ 

In ronforinity to tlif nrlvirr of MohAmmild bes 
llimq»n, flii-n forf, ti ho rMiif iv\t]y wn^ ficnft tO UnI 
rhrisititin inoriMn li, Mmnkinc; him for hi<i olFrr of finror* 
Hhlf Ifrrrm, htif inforniin(< liirri tluit tlk'^ were placed 
in llif. t ily lo t\t frnrj, not. to Rnrrfiidfr it« 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

The battle of the gardens before Baza, 

When the reply of the Moorish commanders was 
brought to king Ferdinand, he prepared to press the 
si^e with the utmost rigor. Finding the camp too 
far from the city, and that the intervening orchards 
afforded shelter for the salHes of the Moors, he deter- 
mined to advance it heyond the gardens, in the space 
between them and the suburbs, where his batteries 
would have full play upon the city walls. A detach- 
Dieot was sent in advance, to take possession of the 
gardens, and to keep a check upon the suburbs, op- 
posing any sally, while the encampment should be 
formed and fortified. The various commanders en- 
tered the orchards at different points. The young 
cavaliers marched fearlessly forward, but the expe- 
rienced veterans foresaw infinite peril in the mazes 
of this verdant labyrinth. The Master of St. Jago, 
as he led his troops into the centre of the gardens, 
exhorted them to keep by one another, and to press 
forward in defiance of all difficulty or danger; assur- 
ing them that God would give them the victory, if 
tbej attacked hardily and persisted resolutely. 

Scarce had they entered the verge of the orchards, 
when a din of drums and trumpets, mingled with 
war-cries, was heard from the suburbs, and a legion 
of Moorish warriors on foot poured forth. They 
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wrre Inl on liv tlw priri(r Ciili Valivf. Hi? nawthc 
immtiif'iil (liiiii;<'i' of thf 4i(\, sfioiiM i\tr. rliriHtianii 
gain |io»<M»«sif»ri (iftlir orfliiinN. ^* SoMifrs/^ lie crit'd, 
**we fiKtit Tor liCf :iimI lihriiv, Tdf our fiimiiicM, mir 
coiiritr}', our rrlipou;* iif»tliiii(; )<< U'ft for uh to (lc:|iciid 
upon, Ihi( ttir Htn'ii::tli of Diir IkiihU, IIk: rfHim^f* of 
our lirartN, nnd (li«* :ihiii::lify protrrtioii of Allali.^ 
Tlir Moor** »riH\v«'rril liiin witli Mliofitn of war, and 
niHlit'd lo tlir fnroiinlt-r. TUr (wo liostH mc>t in the 
mifUt of till' pinlniH. A t'Uiwwv-nwiWvy rombat cn- 
fiiircl, witli laiK'i'*'. :in|iirlHis^f<H, rross-luiWH, and iirfmi- 
tarn; (III* pcrplf-xf'd iiiitiirf (iCllif i;n)iin<l, rut up and 
intcrMcclctl hy i-arialM and ^trcaiiiH, flic rlos(*nrfiH of 
the trei'H, i\u* niuhiplirily of towrrs aiiil petty cdificcfy 
fi;av(! ^rc*atrr advanlai;fH to Itir Moors, wlio were on 
foot, than to tlie rhrii^tiaim, who were on homeback. 
Tlio Moon«, too, knew (hr (^nMUid, witli all its allcri 
and paNMfw; and wvrr. (him rnalilrd to hirk, to iiallj 
forth, to attack, and (f» nfrraf, ahnoKt witlioUl injuiy. 
The rhriH(ian roiiiinandrrM, Hr-rin^ thJH, ordered 
many of th(! horsrnicn to di'^tnoinit and fi^ht on foot 
The hatth* then iMcauM: i'w.rrv ami deadly, eaeh df»- 
n*^anlin^ hiH own lifi>, provided \\r. rould Hlay fail 
enenny. It wan nf)t ho niiich a ^enenil battle, U ■ 
multitude of petty artjonH; for every orchard and 
garden had Wh dJKtinet eonteHt. No one could see 
further (liaii (he liltle scenr; of fury and hlocKhhed 
around him, nor know how (he i;enrral hntth: fared. 



* **hVi riVTiiiiri; |fro f'orfuniH, \iiii lilicrtulis \trn larihiiM patriin, 
pro vita do/iiquo cortaljuiit/'-> I'lr/rt/ Murlyr^ UjiiHt. 70. 
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In vain the captains exerted their voices, in vain the 
trumpets hrajed forth signals and commands — all 
was confounded and unheard, in the universal din 
and uproar. No one kept to his standard, hut fought 
as his own fury or fear dictated. In some places the 
christians had the advantage, in others the Moors ; 
often, a victorious party, pursuing the vanquished, 
came upon a superior and triumphant force of the 
enemy, and the fugitives turned back upon them in 
an overwhelming wave. Some broken remnants, in 
their terror and confusion, fled from their own coun- 
trpnen and sought refuge among their enemies, not 
knowing friend from foe, in the obscurity of the 
groves. The Moors were more adroit in^ these wild 
ddnnishings, from their flexibility, lightness, and agil* 
itjr, and the rapidity with which they would disperse, 
rally, and return again to the charge."* 

The hardest fighting was about the small garden 
towers and pavilions, which served as so many pettf 
fortresses. Each party by turns gained them, defend- 
ed tfaem fiercely, and were driven out ; many of the 
towers were set on fire, and increased the horrors of 
Ibe fit^t by the wreaths of smoke and flame in which 
Aey wrapped the groves, and by the shrieks of those 
who were burning. 

Several of the christian cavaliers, bewildered by 
the uproar and confusion, and shocked at the carnage 
which prevailed, would have led their men out of 
die action; but they were entangled in a labyrinth, 

* Mariana, lib. 25. cap. 13. 

Vol. II. N 19 
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and knew not which wny to rotreiit. While in thii 
pciplcxit)', the Htandanl-lu'iirtT of one of tlie iM|ua(l- 
rons of the f^nind canlinnl had Im arm carried ofTbj 
a cannon-ball ; the Htandard waH well ni^li falling into 
the hands of tlie enemy, when Uodcrigo de MendoM, 
an intrepid youth, natiinLl Hon of the grand cardiiuli 
rushed to its rescue, througli a shower of balls, 
lances, and arrowM, and, bearing it aloft, dashed fo^ 
ward with it into the hottest of the combat, followed 
by his shouting soldiery. 

King Ferdinand, who remained in the skirts of the 
orchard, was in extreme anxiety. It was impossible 
to see much of the action, for the multiplicity of trees 
and towers, and the wreaths of smoke; and those 
who were driven out defeated, or came out wounded 
and exhausted, gave diflerent accounts, according to 
the fate of the partial conflicts in which tbejr bad 
been engaged. Ferdinand exerted himself to the 
utmost, to animate and encourage bis troops to this 
blind encounter, sending reinforcements of horse and 
foot to those points where the battle was most san- 
guinary and doubtful. 

Among those who were brought forth mortally 
wounded, was Don Juan de Luna, a youth of an- 
common merit, greatly prized by the king, beloved 
by the army, and recently married to Donna Catalina 
de Urrca, a young lady of distinguished beauty.* 
They laid him at the foot of a tree, and endeavored 
to stanch and bind up his wounds with a scarf wliicb 



* Mariniia. 1'. hUriyr, Zurltn. 
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his bride had wrought for him; but his life-blood 
flowed too profusely; and while a holy friar was yet 
administering to him the last sacred offices of the 
church, he expired, almost at the feet of his sovereign. 
On the other hand, the veteran alcayde Moham- 
med ben Hassan, surrounded by a little band of 
chieftains, kept an anxious eye upon the scene of 
combat, from the walls of the city. For neariy 
twelve hours, the battle had raged without intermis- 
sion. The thickness of the foliage hid all the par- 
ticulars from their sight; but they could see the flash 
of swords and glance of helmets among the treips. 
Columns of smoke rose in every direction, while the 
clash of arms, the thundering of ribadoquines and 
arquebusses, the shouts and cries of the combatants, 
and the groans and supplications of the wounded, 
bespoke the deadly conflict that was waging in the 
bosom of the groves. They were harassed too by 
the shrieks and lamentations of the Moorish women 
and children, as their wounded relations were 
brought bleeding from the scene of action; and were 
stunned by a general outcry of wo on the part of the 
inhabitants, as the body of Redoan Zalfarga, a rene- 
gado christian, and one of the bravest of their gene- 
rals, was borne breathless into the city. 

At length, the din of battle approached nearer to 
the skirts of the orchards. They beheld their war- 
riors driven out from among the groves by fresh 
squadrons of the enemy, and, after disputing the 
ground inch by inch, obliged to retire to a place be- 
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tween tlie ort:\mriU mul (Im Hiiburbt, wMch WM ferif^ 
flisil Willi |»«liiiriil<N'«. 

'J*ltit iJiriilififiM iiiitiM'ilittfrly iilmitird ii|>|KMif)({ ptlM 
umiiftM^ himI i'»hibluli««il k(rofi(4 imiI|»imU nimr U» (Ml 
rittrrnt of Hid MoorK( wliilif, ut Um} mnm tinrn^ king 
Ff^rdiimiMi or<l«triT<l tlmt lii« timnrnptimnt nhould Im 
|ii(i:liitil within Owt luinl-woft orrli«itlii« 

Molmmmitil lien ItiMkitii Nullitxl fiiHb (n the tid of 
Uhs |irifi<:ii ( *ifli Yitliye, itiid tmth n (bsupimte •(tempt 
(i> diMkidKa (lici <sficffiiy frimi lliin ftmfridftbie poiitioii; 
b«i( tho fiiiflit Imd dtHmd^ mid Uia durkfMM midimd 
i( im|iiMMililD Ui itmktt Mfiy imiireiMioii, Tb0 MDOiWy 
bowdVAr, ka|i( up coiiHtiitit fuMmiKi mm! thnm^ 
(linMifjIiont tlw) tiii(bt| mid the weniy ebrfftiiiif, cv 
luiUMt^ by the iMh utid mffmritign of (bo d«jr, wii« 
l»oi iUlow«d • lAotiKrtit of ropoM},* 



"H'-a^m- 



♦fltlffMF.pMi 3, MP, 106,107. Cttrft4<lUwPll«ifM|Mf.ftr 

£iiirUmUli,«U,<w|»,ttl, 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Siege of Baza. — Emharrassments of the army. 

The morning sun rose upon a piteous scene, before 
the walls of Baza. The christian outposts, harassed 
throughout the night, were pale and haggard ; while 
the multitudes of slain which lay before their palisa- 
does, showed the fierce attacks they had sustained, 
and the bravery of their defence. 

Beyond them lay the groves and gardens of Baza ; 
once, the favorite resorts for recreation and delight- 
now, a scene of horror and desolation. The towers 
and pavilions were smoking ruins; the canals and 
water-courses were discolored with blood, and chok- 
ed with the bodies of the slain. Here and there, the 
ground, deep dinted with the tramp of man and 
steed, and plashed and slippery with gore, showed 
where there had been some fierce and mortal con- 
flict; while the bodies of Moors and christians, 
ghastly in death, lay half concealed among the mat- 
ted and trampled shrubs, and flowers, and herbage. 

Amidst these sanguinary scenes arose the christiaB 
tents, which had been hastily pitched among the 
gardens in the preceding evening. The experience 
of the night, however, and the forlorn aspect of 
every thing in the morning, convinced king Ferdi- 
nand of the perils and hardships to which his camp 
must be exposed, in its present situation ; and, after 

N2 
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a consultation with liis pnncipal cavaliers, he resolr- 
cd to abandon tlir orclmrdn. 

It was a dangcroiiH movement, to extricate Us 
armj from so entant^lrd a situation, in the face of so 
aleK and daring an enemy. A hold front was there- 
fore kc|>t up towards tlie city; additional troops were 
ordered to the advanced poHts, and works began as 
if for a settled encampment. Not a tent was stmck 
in the gardens ; but in the mean time, the most active 
and unremitting exeKions were made to remove all 
the baggage and furniture of the camp back to the 
original station. 

All day, the Moors beheld a formidable show of 
war maintained in front of the gardens; while in the 
rear, the tops of the christian tents, and the pennons 
of the diiferent commanders, were seen rising above 
the grovcfl. Suddenly, towards evening, the tents 
sunk and diHappcared ; the outposts broke ap their 
stations and withdrew, and the whole shadow of an 
encampment was fast vanishing from their eyes. 

The Moors saw too late the subtle manoeuvre of 
king Ferdinand. Cidi Yahyc again sallied forth with 
a large force of horse and foot, and pressed furiously 
upon the christians. The latter, however, experi- 
cnced in Moorish attack, retired in close order, some- 
times turning upon the enemy and driving them to 
their barricadoes, and then pursuing their retreat 
In this way the army was extricated, without much 
further loss, from the perilous labyrinths of the 
gardens. 

The camp was now out of danger ; but it was also 
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too distant from the city to do mischief, while the 
Moors could sally forth and return without hindrance. 
The king called a council of war, to consider in 
what manner to proceed. The marques of Cadiz was 
for abandoning the siege for the present, the place 
being too strong, too well garrisoned and provided, 
and too'extensive, to be either carried by assault or 
invested and reduced by famine, with their limited 
forces ; while, in hngering before it, tlie army would 
be exposed to the usual maladies and sufferings of 
besieging armies, and, when the rainy season came 
on, would be shut up by the swelling of the rivers. 
He recommended, instead, that the king should throw 
garrisons of horse and foot into all the towns cap- 
tured in the neighborhood, and leave them to keep 
up a predatory war upon Baza, while he should 
overrun and ravage all the country; so that, in the 
following year, Almeria and Guadix, having all their 
subject towns and territories taken from them, might 
be starved into submission. 

Don Gutiere de Cardenas, senior commander of 
Leon, on the other hand, maintained that to abandon 
the siege would be construed by the enemy into a 
sign of weakness and irresolution. It would give 
new spirits to the partisans of El Zagal, and would 
gain to his standard many of the wavesing subjects 
• of Boabdil, if it did not encourage the fickle popu- 
lace of Granada to open rebellion. He advised 
therefore that the siege should be prosecuted with 
vigor. 

The pride of Ferdinand pleaded in favor of the 
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kuit o|iiniori; for it woukl Ims doubly liumHiftliti(|;i 
t^tiin Ui ritUifn froiri » f:(ifri|Hif((ti in UiiN |mrt of i\m 
M<H#rikli kirigdmn, witti/iut dre<:iiiig a blow* Hut 
wIk*u Im! niUtcUul on all timt Iijn urtny bud NufFitritii, 
mid on all tluit tbity mtjit nuff^rr ultould iim nitmti con* 
tinui^— wmpeirittlly from IIms di/licuUy of obtsiinin^ a 
Vft^ulfir Nupply of {irovinionii for mt fiunKtrouM h bo«t, 
ki'Mnm a i^rtttti exUtnt of rtn^ad find rnountiiinou« 
country — Ik: dcUmninr^l U> coniult tbi$ nuttdy of Uw 
IHuntUt, Hud Uf tMlo|it iita fiiifict of tiie ffiiir<|Ui^ of 
Cfiidi/« 

Wlii^n iiia fkddii^ry biiard timt tlM$ king wdi nbout 
to nMMs iiitt i»if%ti in nutrc; con«idi?ri»tiim of tbdr i»uA 
ferin|$pi, tbcty wrr<$ filliul witfi |{^fi<srou« ifntbuMMnif 
and isiiirtttiUid^ hu witb ones voici$« tlint tb« M<$g<s 0#4{lit 
tusyar ha nlmndoniid until tbij city Nurr<;ndi»red# 

Vtsr\t\m%iul by conflicting r:ounM$U« tli« king dii* 
|mt<:bcd rnciHii;ng<;rM to tbi! nmuiu at Jfum^ requifwiing 
her fidfU'Ai, VonU hind htuzti Ntdtioned hdwemt iimn^ 
in Mucb manner tlmt m'tMiytm from iim camp could 
r^i^acb tills queen within ten liouni, htihelU Mmt Up' 
Mtuntly lier reply* She left the policy of mimng or 
continuing the u'w^ft to Uie decision of tlie king ftnd 
bi4 captaiiM ; but nlMiuld they dcHennine to |ien(e¥ere« 
ihe pledged herself, witli tlie aid of Ood« to forward 
them men, money, |iroviiiionii, and all other i»u{iplie«9 
until tlie city nhould be taken* 

Tlie reply of the queen detennined Ferdimusd io 
perNcvere; and wlien Urn detimnination wm made 
known Ut the amty^ it wait Imiled with a« mucb joy 
a» if it Imd been tidingpt of a victory* 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Siege of Baza continued, — How King Ferdinand com' 

pletely invested the dty. 

The Moorish prince Cidi Yahye had received 
tidings of the doubts and discussions in the christian 
camp, and flattered himself with hopes that the be- 
sieging army would soon retire in despair, though the 
veteran alcayde Mohammed shook his head with in- 
credulity at the su^estion. A sudden movement, 
one morning, in the christian camp, seemed to con- 
firm the sanguine hopes of the prince. The tents 
were struck, the artillery and ba^age were conveyed 
away, and bodies of soldiers began to march along 
the valley. The momentary gleam of triumph was 
soon dispelled. The Catholic king had merely di- 
vided his host into two camps, the more effectually 
to distress the city. One, consisting of four thousand 
horse and eight thousand foot, with all the artillery 
and battering engines, took post on the side of the 
city towards the mountain. This was commanded 
by the valiant marques of Cadiz, with whom were 
Don Alonzo de Aguilar, Luis Fernandez Puerto Car- 
rero, and many other distinguished cavaliers. 

The other camp was commanded by the king, hav- 
ing six thousand horse and a great host of foot-solr 
diers, the hardy mountaineers of Biscay, Guipuscon, 
Gal]icia, and the Asturias. Among the cavaliers who 

20 



WIT'* Willi llir kirit', wt'Tf iIm: Imvr rounf il#' TirtMlilla, 
l)oii litfiU'tnntf t\i- M<'Im1o/;i, mim) Ihtu Ahuy/jf (UiHt^f' 
ilffi^n, M:itt<T of .S;irili;ij;o, Tlii! two rnm|»ii w#rrc 
WMl<r ;i*tiiti«l«r, oil o|f|>oitif<r nttU*n of tli#^ t tty^ »fi#J !>#:- 
iwv.t'U tlirrri hi^ iIm- thif k wi\tU'mv,nn of orrluirfb* 
IJ/illi r;irri|m wrnr Ihi'M'fon* fortih<r<l by i^rt*M Irirnrliirvi 
tin- iinl work M, ari'l paliviMlM'n. TUti vHfnifi Molmtft* 
frH'<l, {|ii iMr ii;iw fhcM- two formi'labli! r.nm|»(i ((lifti!rfn(( 
on far.h iii«lf! of f Im* t liy^ niui uoUu\ (In* Wf:ll«kriowri 
|M'iiitoiiii of n'MowiK'il i.ofiunHtiAvn flutUrriri^ nintve 
tli4'rii,ii(ill f oMifotN-fl hill roni|f(itiiofiM: ^^TUf^f^t: rnmpn^'^ 
mwl Im', "tin* iiHf (i%r nrnovinj from v.w.U ofliirr, for 
rriiHuMl Hiirr.or nw\ ro-o|Mrratiott; atul ihtz forrM of 
orf'.ltanU in mm si (;ijlf hf:lwfi*ti llifm/* 'rhin rornMilft^ 
liofi wan but of uliort « ofitiiiuafii'.i*. HrMfiitiJy wcrre 
Oif! rhrintmfi r;im|)ii for(ifi<rii, wliitn Oif; iranf of the 
Mooriftti ^urrUoti w#'n! niuriU'A hy Om; ii/itinil of in* 
nurrifrabb! a%vM^ utul i\u: v.rttnl^i of falling irnc»» lltay 
lookfrfl widi unxif:ly from flM-ir fiit^liirkt lowirr«« and 
Im^IioM Oiirir favorif<! v^ntvcn wcrn? »f liking t^fmiratb 
llif; tilowM of tim rhriiitiati |iioHiri;ni« 7*ti#! Mr/on 
nalliirrl foHli wifh fu^.ry /it(iI Io |>roU'^,t tbdr tnflovijd 
^trrlrim, Mtiri tb'! orrbnnU in wbirb iitey no much At> 
\'\yi^\%Uu\. Tbi*. rbrifttiann, bowi*vf!r, v/v.rn, too w^ll 
mipport^:/) fii b«r #lriv«'n from UMTir work. I)a/ »fUrf 
(lay, flMT ^anbrtm Uvvmuw. \\u^ %vAr%\ii it( mcj^nnaoi ntiA 
bloofly ^kinniiibin'^ii; yvi nfill IIm! (brvsintMiion of thff 
(^rov#'«i WMif on, for kint^ FVrrlinanJ wan Urn wirll 
awariT of i\u*. uvt t-^n\\y of /',b*arin(( away Uiin arrwfi 
of woorU, nof fo UtimI all bin forrr* tiy (be iifKferUiktn^ 
It wan a work, bowi;vi;r, of ^f({antic i4;il and piitieiice. 
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The trees were of such magnitude, and so closely set 
together, and spread over so wide an extent, that 
notwithstanding four thousand men were employed, 
they could scarcely clear a strip of land ten paces 
broad within a day ; and such were the interruptions 
from the incessant assaults of the Moors, that it was 
full forty days before the orchards were completely 
levelled. 

The devoted city of Baza now lay stripped of its 
beautiful covering of groves and gardens, at once its 
ornament, its delight, and its protection. The be- 
siegers went on slowly and surely, with almost in- 
credible labors, to invest and isolate the city. They 
connected their camps by a deep trench across the 
plain, a league in length, into which they diverted 
the waters of the mountain streams. They protect- 
ed this trench by paUsadoes, fortified by fifteen cas- 
tles, at regular distances. They dug a deep trench, 
also, two leagues in length, across the mountain in 
the rear of the city, reaching firom camp to camp, 
and fortified it on eaclT side with walls of earth, and 
stone, and wood. Thus the Moors were inclosed on 
all sides by trenches, palisadoes, walls, and castles; 
so that it was impossible for them to sally beyond 
this great line of circumvallation — ^nor could any 
force enter to their succor. Ferdinand made an at- 
tempt, likewise, to cut ofi" the supply of water from 
the city; " for water," observes the worthy Agapida, 
" is more necessary to these infidels than bread, mak- 
ing use of it in repeated daily ablutions enjoined by 
their damnable religion, and employing it in baths 
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and in ■ thounand other idle and eitraragant mode^ 
of which we Spaniards and chriitiam make but little 
account.** 

There was a noble fountain of pure water, which 
guihed out at the foot of the hill AlbohaccHf joat be- 
hind the city. The Moon had almost a supenlitioitf 
fondness for this fountain, and chiefly depended upon 
it for their supplies. Receiving intimation from some 
deserters, of the plan of king Ferdinand to get pot* 
session of this precious fountain, they sallied ibrtb aft 
niglit, and threw up such powerful works opoD the 
impending hill, as to set all attempts of the chriiliaa 
assailants at defiance. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Exploit of Hernando Perez del Pulgar and other 

Cavaliers. 

The siege of Baza, while it displayed the skill 
and science of the christian commanders, gave but 
little scope for the adventurous spirit and fiery valor 
of the youag Spanish cavaliers. They repined at the 
tedious monotony and dull security of their fortified 
camp, and longed for some soul-stirring exploit of 
diflSculty and danger. Two of the most spirited of 
these youthful cavaliers were Francisco de Bazan 
and Antonio de Cueva, the latter of whom was son 
to the diike of Albuquerque. As they were one day 
seated on the ramparts of the camp, and venting 
their impatience at this life of inaction, they were 
overheard by a veteran adalid, one of those scouts or 
guides who are acquainted with all parts of the 
country. " Senors," said he, " if you wish for a ser- 
vice of peril and profit, if you are willing to pluck 
the fiery old Moor by the beard, I can lead you to 
where you may put your mettle to the proof. Hard 
by the city of Guadix, are certain hamlets rich in 
booty. I can conduct you by a way in which you 
may come upon them by surprise ; and if you are as 
cool in the head, as you are hot in the spur, you 
may bear oflF your spoils firom under the very eyes 
of old El Zagal." 

Vol. II. O 
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The idea of thus making booty at the rerj gidei 
of Guadix, pleased the hot-spirited youths. These 
predatory excursions were frequent ahout this time; 
and the Moore of Padul, Alhenden, and other towns 
of the Alpuxarras, had recently harassed the chriitian 
territories by expeditions of the kind* Francisco 
de Bazan and Antonio de Cueva soon found other 
young cavaliere of their age, eager to join in the ad* 
renturc; and in a little while, they had nearly diree 
hundred hone and two hundred foot, ready equipped 
and eager for the foray. 

Keeping tlieir destination secret, they sallied oat 
of the camp on the edge of an evening, and, guided 
by the adalid, made their way by star-liglit throii|^ 
the most secret roads of the mountains. In this way 
they pressed on rapidly day and nif^t, until early 
one morning, before cock-crowing, they fell suddenty 
upon the hamlets, made prisoners of the inhabitants, 
sacked the houses, ravaged the fields, and, sweeping 
through the meadows, gathered together all the 
flocks and herds. Without giving themselves time 
to rest, they set out upon their return, making with 
all speed for the mountains, before the ahum should 
be given and the country roused. 

Several of the licrdsmen, however, had fled to 
Guadix, and carried tidings of the ravage to El Zi- 
gal. The beard of old Mulcy trembled with rage; 
he immediately sent out six hundred of his choiceit 
hone and foot, with ordere to recover the bootf, 
and to bring those insolent maurauders captive io 
Guadix. 
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The christian cavaliers were urging their caval- 
gada of cattle and sheep up a mountain, as fast as 
their own weariness would permit, when, looking 
back, they beheld a great cloud of dust, and pres- 
ently descried the turbaned host hot upon their 
traces. 

They saw that the Moors were superior in num- 
ber; they were fresh also, both man and steed, 
whereas both they and their horses were fatigued by 
two days and two nights of hard marching. Several 
of the horsemen therefore gathered round the com- 
manders, and proposed that they should relinquish 
their spoil, and save themselves by flight The cap- 
tains, Francisco de Bazan and Antonio de Cueva, 
spurned at such craven counsel. "What!" cried 
they, "abandon our prey without striking a blow? 
Leave our foot-soldiers too in the lurch, to be over- 
whelmed by the enemy? If any one gives such coun- 
sel through fear, he mistakes the course of safety; 
for there is less danger in presenting a bold front to 
the foe, than in turning a^ dastard back ; and fewer 
men are killed in a brave advance, than in a cow- 
ardly retreat." 

Some of the cavaliers were touched by these 
words, and declared that they would stand by the 
foot-soldiers like true companions in arms : the great 
mass of the party, however, were volunteers, brought 
together by chance, who received no pay, nor had 
any common tie to keep them together in time of 
danger. The pleasure of the expedition being over, 
each thought but of his own safety, regardless of his 
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rompaiiioiiit. Ai iUr. riniiiy approarrlirrd, the tumult 
of opiiiiohi iiH K :i^4'<lf aii<l i'\t*.vy thing wan in coo* 
fiihjofi. TIm: r:i|»(aiii«f tff |>ijl an i-iid to tli4: dinpute, 
or<i(-n-il the r>laiifl:ir<l-lM'iirff' to udvarici; iigairiHt tiie 
Moor-, Will kiiowiii;^ that no triiit ravalMtr would 
hiniiiiir to follow and thh-iid hin haiiii(;r. The Htiuid- 
unl-hcanr lunilatnl- ~th<: tr<io|iN were on tlic poiut 
of taltiii^ to Hi^ht. 

Upon ihih, a cavalier of thi: rojral guardri, named 
Hernando I'ere/ del Pulj^ar, alrayde of tlie fortreiu 
of Salar, rode to the front. He look off a liandker- 
chief which \u: wore round his head, aft<;r the And«^ 
hiiiian fashion, and, iyii% it to tin* end of hU knee, 
eh:vuted it in tint air. *M!a\alierH,** rried he, ^*wb/ 
do yt*. take, weaponw in your handn, if you depend 
u|)on your feet for hahty ? 'J'his day will detennine 
who JK the hrave man, and who the coward. He 
who in dinjioM-d to fi^ht, hliall not want a standard! 
h:t him follow thin handkerchief.** So t)aying« be 
waved hin hanner, and hpiirred hrnvely a^ainbt tlie 
MoorH. Ilih example hhamed Kome, and filled others 
with ^eneroiiH ennilation: all turned with one ac- 
cord, and, following the valiant INil^ar, rutilied witli 
hhoutii upon the enemy. The Moorn Hcarcely waited 
to ii'ceive the hhock of their enc.oimter. Sei/ed with 
a Midden panic, (hey took (o llij^ht, and were purtftied 
for a con^iderahie distance, with ^reat Hlau^hter. 
Three hundred of (heir Anul strewed the road, and 
Wert! h(ri|)|H'd and despoiled hy the conqtieroni; 
many wen; taken prii-onern, and thci chrihtian cava* 
herrt returned in triinnph to the camp, with a long 
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Cavalgada of sheep and cattle, and mules laden with 
booty, and bearing before them the singular standard 
which had conducted them to victory. 

When king Ferdinand was informed of the gallant 
action of Hernando Perez del Pulgar, he immediately 
conferred on him the honor of knighthood, and or- 
dered, that in memory of his achievement, he should 
bear for arms a lance with a handkerchief at the end 
of it, together with a castle and twelve lions. This 
is but one of many hardy and heroic deeds done by 
this brave cavalier, in the wars against the Moors ; 
by which he gained great renown, and the distin- 
guished appellation of ^^ £1 de las hazanas,^' or ^^ He 
of the exploits."* 

* Hernando del Pulgar the historian, secretary to queen Isabel- 
la, is confounded with this cavalier, by some writers. He was also 
present at the siege of Baza, and has recounted this transaction 
in his chronicle of the Catholic sovereigns Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Continuation of the Siege ofBata, 

The old Moorisli king Kl Zagal mounted a tower 
and looked out eagerly to enjoy the sight of the chrif- 
tian maraudeni brought captive into the gates of 
Guadix; but hifl Hpirits fell, when he beheld his own 
troops stealing back in the dusk of the evening, io 
broken and dejected parties. 

The foKunc of war bore hard against the old mon- 
arch; his mind waH haniHsed by the disastrous tidingi 
brought eacli day from Biiza, of the sufTcringB of the 
inhabitants, and the numbers of the garrison slain in 
the frequent skirmiHheH. He dared not go in person 
to the relief of the place, for his presence was neces- 
sary in Guadix, to keep a check upon his nephew in 
Granada. lie made efforts to send reinforcements 
and supplies; but they were intercepted, and either 
captured or driven back. Still his situation was in 
some respects preferable to that of his nephew Boab- 
dil. The old monarch was battling like a warrior, 
on the last step of his throne; Kl Chico remained a 
kind of pensioned vjtssal, in the luxurious abode of 
the Alliambra. 'i'lie cliivalrous part of the inhabit- 
ants of Granada could not but compare the generous 
stand made by the warriors of Baza for their country 
and their faith, with their own timeserving submission 
to the yoke of an unbeliever. Every account they 
received of the woes of Baza, wrung their hearts 
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with agony; every account of the exploits of its de- 
voted defenders, brought blushes to their cheeks. 
Many stole forth secretly with their weapons, and 
hastened to join the besi^ed; and the partisans of 
El Zagal wrought upon the patriotism and passions 
of the remainder, until another of those conspiracies 
was formed, that were continually menacing the un- 
steady throne of Granada. It was concerted by the 
conspirators, to assail the Alhambra on a sudden ; to 
slay Boabdil ; to assemble all the troops, and march 
to Guadix; where, being reinforced by the garrison 
of that place, and led on by the old warrior monarch, 
they might fall with overwhehning power upon the 
christian army before Baza. 

Fortunately for Boabdil, he discovered the con- 
spiracy in time^ and had the heads of the leaders 
struck off, and placed upon the walls of the Alham- 
bra, — an act of severity unusual with this mild and 
wavering monarch, which struck terror into the dis- 
affected, and produced a kind of mute tranquillity 
throughout the city. 

King Ferdinand had full information of all these 
movements and measures for the relief of Baza, and 
took timely precautions to prevent them. Bodies 
of horsemen held watch in the mountain passes, to 
prevent all supplies, and to intercept any generous 
volunteers from Granada; and watch-towers were 
erected, or scouts were placed on every conunand- 
ing height, io give the alarm at the least sign of a 
hostile turban. 

The prince Cidi Yahye and his brave companions 
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in nnm^ were thoi graduftllj wMed op, •• It w«m^ 
from the mt of ttie world* A line o( towers, fha 
bettlemcnU of which briitled with troopi, girdU 
ihtir citj ; tnd betiiml the intervening bul wariki vd 
peliMdocf, piMed end refnuied conttnuel fquedfOM 
of troopi* Week e Aer week, end month after month, 
pewed ewej, but Ferdinand waited in vain for the 
guTiAon to be eitlier terrified or itarved into Mimo* 
der* Everjr daj thej Mllied forth with the spirit 
and alacrity of troops bi^i fod, and flushed with con- 
fidence. ^ The christian nHinarch,*^ said the vetenui 
Mohammed ben Hassan, ** builds his hopes upon our 
growing faint and desponding — we must mtntffit 
unusual cheerfulneM and vigor. What would he 
rashness in other service, becomes prudence with 
us«^ The prince Cidi Yahje agreed with him in 
opinion, and rallied forth with his troops upon aO 
kinds of harebrained exploits. Thejr laid ambushes, 
concerted iuq>rises, and made the most despersis 
assault!. l*he great extent of the christian worki 
rendered them weak in manjr parts; against theia 
ttie Moon directed their attacks, iuddenlj breaking 
into them, making a hastjr ravage, and bearing off 
their booty in triumph to tiie citj. Sometimes tbejr 
would iaily forth by the passcf and clefts at the 
mountain in tlie rear of the city, which it was diA» 
cult to guard, and, hurrying down into the plain, 
would iwecp off all cattle and slieep that were gras* 
ing near the suburbs, and all strngglem from the eanq^ 
Those partisan sallies brought on many sharp and 
bloody encounters, in some of which Don Alonao de 
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Aguilar and the alcajde de los Donzeles distinguished 
themselves greatly. During one of these hot skir- 
mishes, which happened on the skirts of the moun- 
tain, ahout twilight, a valiant cavalier, named Martin 
Galindo, heheld a powerful Moor dealing deadly 
blows about him, and making great havoc among the 
christians. Galindo pressed forward, and challenged 

■ 

him to single combat. The Moor, who was of the 
valiant tribe of the Abencerrages, was not slow in 
answering the call. Couching their lances, they 
nished furiously upon each other. At the first shock 
flie Moor was wounded in the face, and borne out 
of bis saddle. Before Galindo could check his steed, 
and turn from his career, the Moor sprang upon his 
feet, recovered his lance, and, rushing upon him, 
wounded him in the head and the arm. Though 
Galindo was on horseback and the Moor on foot, 
yet such was the prowess and address of the latter, 
that the christian knight being disabled in the arm, 
was in the utmost peril, when his comrades hastened 
to his assistance. At their approach, the valiant 
pagan retreated slowly up the rocks, keeping them 
at bay, until he found himself among his companions. 
Several of the young Spanish cavaliers, stung by 
the triumph of this Moslem knight, would have chal- 
lenged others of the Moors to single combat; but 
king Ferdinand prohibited all vaunting encounters 
of the kind. He forbade his troops, also, to provoke 
skirmishes, well knowing that the Moors were more 
dextrous than most people in this irregular mode of 
fighting, and were better acquainted with the ground. 
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CHAPTER XXZL 

Bow two FSriwrs arrwed ai the eawtp^ wnd iom llqr ctm 

frcm ike Help Land. 

WaiLB the holy christian urmj (mji Fraj Auto- 
nio Agapida) wai thui beleaguring tlui infidel cHjrcf 
Baza, there rode into the camp, one day, two fftiw* 
end frian of the order of Saint Francif. One IM 
of portly penon, and authoritatire air: he beitiodl 
a goodlj iteed, well conditioned and well capariio» 
ed ; while hb companion rode beside hino^ apcm a 
humble hack, poorly accoutred, and, ai he rode, he 
•carcelj raised his ejres from the. ground, bot main' 
tained a meek and lowly air. 

The arrival of two friars in the camp was not ft 
matter of much note, for in these holy wars thi 
church militant continually mingled in the affray, 
and helmet and cowl were always seen together; 
but it was soon discovered that these worthy saints* 
errant were from a far country, and on a mission of 
great import 

They were, in truth, just arrived from the Holy 
Land, being two of the saintly men who kept vigil 
over the sepulchre of our blessed Lord at Jerusaleni* 
lie of the tall and portly form and commanding 
presence, was Fray Antonio Millan, prior of the 
Franciscan convent in the holy city. He bad a fnD 
and florid countenance, a sonorous voice, and was 
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round, and swelling, and copious in his periods, like 
one accustomed to harangue, and to he listened to 
with deference. His companion was small and spare 
in form, pale of visage, and soft and silken and al- 
most whispering in speech. " He had a humhle and 
lowly way," says Agapida, " evermore bowing the 
head, as became one of his calling." Yet he was one 
of the most active, zealous, and effective brothers 
of the convent; and when he raised his small black 
eye from the earth, there was a keen glance out of 
the comer, which showed, that though harmless as a 
dove, he was nevertheless as wise as a serpent. 

These holy men had come on a momentous em- 
bassy from the grand soldan of Egypt ; or, as Agap- 
ida terms him in the language of the day, the soldan 
erf Babylon. The league which had been made be- 
tween that potentate and his arch-foe the Grand- 
Turk Bajazet II., to unite in arms for the salvation 
of Granada, as has been mentioned in a previous 
chapter of this chronicle, had come to nought. The 
infidel princes had again taken up arms against each 
other, and had relapsed into their ancient hostility. 
Still the grand soldan, as head of the whole Moslem 
sect, considered himself bound to preserve the king- 
dom of Granada from the grasp of unbelievers. He 
dispatched, therefore, these two holy friars with 
letters to the Castilian sovereigns, as well as to the 
pope and to the king of Naples, remonstrating against 
the evils done to the Moors of the kingdom of Gra 
nada, who were of his faith and kindred; whereas it 
was well known that great numbers of christians 
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was clear and fluent, and full of subtle wisdom." 
These holy friars had visited Rome in their journey- 
ing, where they had delivered the letter of the sol- 
dan to the sovereign pontiff. His holiness had writ- 
ten by them to the Castilian sovereigns, requesting to 
know what reply they had to offer to this demand of 
the oriental potentate. 

The king of Naples also wrote to them on the 
subject, but in wary terms. He inquired into the 
cause of this war with the Moors of Granada, and 
expressed great marvel at its events, as if (says 
Agapida) both were not notorious throughout all the 
christian world. " Nay," adds the worthy friar with 
becoming indignation, " he uttered opinions savoring 
of little better than damnable heresy; — for he ob- 
served, that although the Moors were of a different 
sect, they ought not to be maltreated without just 
cause; and hinted that if the Castilian sovereigns did 
not suffer any crying injury from the Moors, it would 
be improper to do any thing which might draw great 
damage upon the christians : as if, when once the 
sword of the faith was drawn, it ought ever to be 
sheathed until this scum of heathendom were utterly 
destroyed or driven from the land. But this mon- 
arch," he continues, "was more kindly disposed 
towards the infidels than was honest and lawful in a 
christian prince, and was at that very time in league 
with the soldan against their common enemy the 
Grand-Turk." 

These pious sentiments of the truly Catholic 
Agapida, are echoed by Padre Mariana, in his bbto« 

Vol. II. P 22 
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ry ;* but tlic woriliy chronicler I'earo Almrca attrili' 
utm Um) iijt4irf<!retjc« of tlie kiiig of Nftplei, not to 
lick of ortiiodoxy in religion, (Hit to tn exceM of 
worldly |>oli::y; Im; licinf; appreben«ive Uiat« tbouU 
Ferdiniind conquer die Moon of GraoftdA, be nuigM 
have time and meaiw to uMtert • claim of Ibe booie 
of Arrafpn lo Ihe crown of Naples, 

^Kinif Ferdinand/* continuea the worthy fiitber 
Pedro Abarca, ^ wan no leM manter of diaaunulatioii 
than bin couitin of Napleii ; no lie replied to bim with 
tlie utniont Huavity of manner, going into a minute and 
patient vindication of tlie war, ami taking great ap- 
parent paiiw to infonn him of those tbmgi wbicb all 
the world knew, but of which the other pretended 
to be ignorant.**t At the same time be aootbed bii 
solicitude about tlie fate of the christians in the em* 
pire of the grand soldan, assuring bim that ibe great 
revenue extorted from them in rents and tributes, 
would be a certain protection against the threatened 
violence. 

To the pope he made tlie usual vindication of the 
war I that it was for the recovery of ancient territo- 
ry, usurped by tlie Moors ( for the punishment of 
wars and violences inflicted upon tlie christians; and 
finally, that it was a holy crusade for the gloiy and 
advancement of tlie church. 

** It was a truly edifying siglit,** says Agapida, ^to 
behold tht^rie friuni, after they had had their audience 



* Miiriium, lib. !25, oiip. 16. 

t AbMroA, ^liliM dii Arsf on, Roy xxx. sap, SL 
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of the king, moving about tbe camp always sur- 
rounded bj nobles and cavaliers of high and martial 
renown. These were uisatiable in their questions 
about the Holj Land, the state of the sepulchre of 
our Lord, and the sufferings of the devoted brethren 
who guarded it, and the pious pilgrims who resorted 
there to pay their vows. The portly prior of the 
convent would stand with lofty and shining counte- 
nance in the midst of these iron warriors, and de- 
claim with resounding eloquence on the history of 
the sepulchre ; but the humbler brother would ever 
and anon sigh deeply, and in low tones utter some 
tale of suffering and outrage, at which his steel-clad 
hearers would grasp the hilts of their swords, and 
mutter between their clinched teeth prayers for an- 
other crusade." 

The pious friars, having finished their mission to 
the king, and been treated with all due distinction, 
took their leave and wended their way to Jaen, to* 
visit the most Catholic of queens. Isabella, whose 
heart was the seat of piety, received them as sacred 
men, invested with more than human dignity. During 
their residence at Jaen, they were continually in the 
royal presence; the respectable prior of the convent 
moved and melted the ladies of the court by his 
florid rhetoric, but his lowly companion was observ- 
ed to have continual access to the royal ear. That 
saintly and soft-spoken messenger (says Agapida) 
received the reward of his humility; for the queen, 
moved by his frequent representations, made in all 
modesty and lowliness of spirit, granted a yearly sum 
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CHAPTER XXXIL 

How Queen Isabella devised means to supply the army 

toith provisions. 

It has been the custom to laud the conduct and 
address of king Ferdinand, in this most arduous and 
protracted war; but the sage Agapida is more dis- 
posed to give credit to the counsels and measures of 
the queen, who, he observes, though less ostensible 
in action, was in truth the very soul, the vital prin- 
ciple, of this great enterprise. While king Ferdinand 
was bustling in his camp and making a glittering dis- 
play with his gallant chivalry, she, surrounded by 
her saintly counsellors, in the episcopal palace of 
Jaen, was devising ways and means to keep the king 
and his army in existence. She had pledged herself 
to keep up a supply of men, and money, and provi- 
sions^ until the city should be taken. The hardships 
of the siege caused a fearful waste of life, but the 
supply of men was the least difficult part of her un- 
dertaking. So beloved was the queen by the chivalry 
of Spain, that on her calling on them for assistance, 
not a grandee or cavalier that yet lingered at home, 
but either repaired in person or sent forces to the 
camp; the ancient and warlike families vied with 
each other in marshalling forth their vassals, and 
thus the besieged Moors beheld each day fresh troops 
arriving before their city, and new ensigns and pen- 

P2 
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hofm f]U\thyf:(\^ f^nthhroitf-A with krrm well known 
to i\tf'. M'if'.rHft warrior*. 

But ihfi luff^i anJijoiH t^i^k wju to kc.^ op a regiH 
lifef piMpply of provision*. It vran not tl>c urmy alone 
tfiat ^Mil t/» \h; mi\t\fOTi*'t\, hut »l<«o tb#: raptured fowni 
and th/^ir t^JirrMon*; for tlic whoU; toiintry around 
iUcui hitil f»#:#!n r;iv;i(;rfl, ;in<l iUfi ronrjurrom were in 
dari((f;r of nt^rvin^ in tfif: rniilxt of flie land thej hjid 
delimitated. 'V(f f ran^tport tlie daily suppltea for toch 
irnmenM! numfier*, v/nn a gt^^anf ic undertaking, in a 
eoiinlrjT where Uiere was neither water conrejafice 
fK>r road<i f/>r earriage*. Kvery thing had to be liome 
hy lK.a<iU of htirtlK^n over nidged ami broken paths 
of the mountains, and fhrofi^li dangeroui deiilest eX' 
lfO?^4^^^ to the attar.ks and plunderin^ii of the Moors* 

'Hie wary and rah-jilalin^ nierchants, accustomed 
to supply flm arrny, fihnink from engaging, at their 
own ri^k, in ff/» ha/ardouA an undertaking. The 
rpieen therefore hirf.d fr>urfeen thoinand beasts of 
bfirtheri, and ordered all the wheat and barley to be 
bought up in AmialuAia, and in the domains of the 
kntghts of Santiago and ('alatrava. She distributed 
tlie administration of the<ie supplies among able and 
ronfidential persf>ns. Some were employed to col* 
h(.i the grain; others, to take it to the mills; othere, 
t/> superintend the grinding and delivery; and others, 
i(y er>rivey it to the ramp. To nwry two hundred 
animals a miil<feer was allotted, to take charge of 
i)wjn on the route. Thus, great line-s of convoys 
were in constant movement, traversing to and fro, 
guarded hy large bcMlies of troops, to defend tb^n 
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from hovering parties of the Moors. Not a single 
day^^s intermission was allowed, for the army de- 
pended upon tiie constant arrival of these supplies 
for dailj food. The grain, when brought into the 
camp, was deposited in an immense granary, and 
sold to the army at a fixed pricey which was never 
either raised or lowered. 

Incredible were the expenses incurred in these sup- 
plies; but the queen had ghostly advisers, thoroughly 
versed in the art of getting at the resources of the 
country. Many worthy prelates opened the deep 
purses of the church, and furnished loans from the 
revenues of their dioceses and convents; and their 
pious contributions were eventually rewarded by 
Providence, an hundred fold. Merchants and other 
wealthy individuals, confident of the punctual faith 
of the queen, advanced laige sums on the security 
of her word; .many noble families lent their plate, 
v^ithout waiting to be asked. The queen also sold 
4^rtajn annual rents in inheritance at great sacrifices, 
assigning the revenues of towns and cities for the 
payment Finding all this insufficient to satisfy the 
enormous expenditure, she sent her gold and plate 
and all her jewels to the cities of Valentia and Bar- 
celona, where they were pledged for a great amount 
of money, which was immediately appropriated to 
keep up the supplies of the army. 

Thus, through the wonderful activity, judgment, 
and enterprise, of this heroic and magnanimous wo- 
man, a great host, encamped in the heart of a war- 
like country, accessible only over mountain roads. 



176 A CHRomcLX or 

waf maintained in continual abundance* Norwaf 
it supplied merely with tlie nccesiiaries and comfertf 
of life. The powerful escorU drew merchanta and 
artificers from all parts, to repair, as if in caravans, 
to this great military market In a little while, the 
camp abounded with tradesmen and artists of all 
kinds, to administer to the luxury and ostentation of 
the youthful chivalry. Here might be seen cunning 
artificen in steel, and accomplished armorers, acUev- 
ing those rare and sumptuous helmets and cairassea, 
richly gilt, inlaid, and embossed, in which the Span- 
ish cavaliers delighted. Saddlers and hamesa-makers 
and horse-milliners, also, were there, whose tents 
glittered with gorgeous housings and caparisons. The 
merchants spread forth their sumptuous silks, cloths, 
brocades, fine linen, and tapestry. The tents of the 
nobility were prodigally decorated with all kinds of 
the richest stufls, and dazzled the eye with thar 
magnificence: nor could the grave looks and grave 
speeches of king Ferdinand prevent his youthful 
cavaliers from vying with each other in the splendor 
of their dresses and caparisons, on all occasions of 
parade and ceremony. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Of the disasters which hefeU the camp. 

While the christian camp, thus gay and gorgeous^ 
spread itself out like a holyday pageant before the 
walls of Baza — while a long line of beasts of burthen 
laden with provisions and luxuries, were seen descend- 
ing the valley from morning till night, and pouring 
into the camp a continued stream of abundance, — 
the unfortunate garrison found their resources rapidly 
wasting away, and famine already began to pinch the 
peaceful part of the community. 

Cidi Yahye had acted with great spirit and valor, 
as long as there was any prospect of success; but he 
began to lose his usual fire and animation, and was 
observed to pace the walls of Baza with a pensive 
air, casting many a wistful look towards the christian 
camp, and sinking into profound reveries and cogita- 
tions. The veteran alcayde, Mohammed ben Hasssm, 
noticed these desponding moods, and endeavored to 
rally the spirits of the prince. " The rainy season is 
at hand,'' would he cry ; " the floods will soon pour 
down from the mountains; the rivers will overflow 
their banks, and inundate the valleys. The christian 
king already begins to waver; he dare not linger 
and encounter such a season, in a plain cut up by 
canals and rivulets. A single wintry storm from our 
mountains would wash away his canvas city, and 

23 
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•weep off those gay pavilioni like Wfeathi of mow 
before tlie bluHl/* 

The prince Cidi Yabye took heart at tbeae wordiy 
and counted tlie days as they passed until the stornjr 
season sliould commence. As be watched the cbrii' 
tian camp, he beheld it one morning in imiTensI 
commotion: there was an unusual sound of baouneif 
in every part, as if some new engines of war WiVl 
constructing. At length, to bis astonisbmeotp Ike 
walls and roofii of bouses began to appear abore Ike 
bulwarks. In a little while, there were above i 
thousand edifices of wood and plaister erected, cover 
ed with tiles taken from tlie demolished towers of 
the orchards, and bearing the pennono of varioni 
commanders and cavaliers; while the common sol' 
diery constructed huts, of clay and branches of trceSi 
thatched with straw. Thus, to the dkunaj of Urn 
Moors, within four days, the lig^ tents and gaj p> 
vilions which bad whitened their bills and plakii^ 
passed away like summer clouds; and tbe unsubitai^ 
tial camp assumed the solid appearance of a city Ud 
out into streets and squares. In tbe centre rose a 
large edifice, wliich overlooked the whole; and tb$ 
royal standard of Arragon and Castile, proudly floa^ 
ing above it, showed it to be tbe palace of tbe kiDg»^ 

Ferdinand bad taken the sudden resolution thus (• 
turn his camp into a city, partly to provide against 
the {>{)|)roaching season, and partly to convince the 
Moors of his fixed determination to continue the 

^ Cura 4o loi PaUciof, Pulgwr, Ieo. 
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siege. In their haste to erect their dwellings, how- 
ever, the Spanish cavaliers had not properly consid^ 
ered the nature of the climate. For the greater part 
of the year, there scarcely falls a drop of rain on the 
thirsty soil of Andalusia. The ramhlas, or dry chan- 
nels of the torrents, remain deep and arid gashes and 
clefts in the sides of the mountains; the perennial 
streams shrink up to mere threads of water, which, 
tinkling down the bottoms of the deep barrancas or 
ravines, scarce feed and keep alive the rivers of the 
valleys. The rivers, almost lost in their wide and 
naked beds, seem like thirsty rills, winding in serpen- 
tine mazes through deserts of sand and stones ; and 
so shallow and tranquil in their course, as to be ford- 
ed in safety in almost every part? One autumnal 
tempest of rain, however, changes the whole face of 
nature: — ^the clouds break in deluges among the vast 
congregation of nyuntains ; the ramblas are suddenly 
filled with raging floods; the tinkling rivulets swell 
to thundering torrents, that come roaring down from 
the mountains, tumbling great masses of rocks in their 
career. The late meandering river spreads over its 
once naked bed, lashes its surges against the banks, 
and rushes like a wide and foaming inundation through 
the valley. 

Scarcely had the christians finished their slightly 
built edifices, when an autumnal tempest of the kind 
came scouring from the mountains. The camp was 
immediately overflowed. Many of the houses, un 
dermined by the floods or beaten by the rain, crum- 
bled away and fell to the earth, burying man and 
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beast beneath their ruim. Serertl vsiiMiUe Ixfm 
were lontf ami great numbcri of horsei and other 
animals perished. To add to the distress «id eon- 
fusion of the camp, the dailj suppljr of pnnrisioai 
suddenly ceaseil ; for tlie rain had brokeo tip tka 
roads, and rendered the rivers impassable. A paoic 
seized upon the armj, for the cessattoo of a siogk 
day^s supply produced a scarcity of bread and pror* 
enden Fortunately, the rain was but transknt: tfas 
iorrcniM rusheil by, and ceased; the risers Anaak 
back again to their narrow channels, and the convojv 
that had been detained upon their baok^ arrhred 
safely in the camp. 

No sooner did queen Isabella hear of flna hdn^ 
mption of her supplies, than, with her usual rigilanee 
and acthrity, she provided igainst its rectirreoee* 
She dispatched six thousand foot-soldierif under (hi 
command of experienced officcri, to repair the roadiy 
and to make causeways and bridges, for the dislaiice 
of seven Spanish leagues. The troops, also, who 
bad been stationed in the mountains hy the king ti 
guard the defiles, made two paths<— one tor the eao^ 
▼oys going to the camp, and the other for Iboie le* 
turning, that they might not meet and impede eack 
other. The edifices which had been demolisbed bf 
the late floods were rebuilt in a firmer matmer^ and 
precautions were taken to protect the camp fioB 
future inundations. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Encounters between the Christians and Moors, before 
Baza ; and the demotion of the inhalritants to the de* 
fence of their dty. 

When King Ferdinand beheld the ravage and con- 
fusion produced by a single autumnal storm, and be- 
thought him of all the maladies to which a besieging 
camp is, exposed in inclement seasons, he began to 
feel his compassion kindling for the suffering people 
of Baza, and an inclination to grant them more favor- 
able terms. He sent, therefore, several messages to 
the alcayde Mohammed ben Hassan, oiTering liberty 
of person and securitj of property for the inhabit* 
antg, and large rewards for himself^ if be would sur« 
render the city. 

The veteran Mohammed was not to bedazzled 
by the splendid oiTers of the monarch; he had re- 
ceived exa^erated accounts of the damage done to 
the christian camp by the late stonh, and of the suf- 
ferings and discontents of the army in consequence 
of the transient interruption of supplies : he consid- 
ered the oveiHures of Ferdinand as proofs of the des- 
perate state of his aiTairs. " A little more patience, 
a little mor« patience," said the shrewd old warrior, 
"and we shall see this cloud of christian locusts 
driven away before the winter storms. When they 
once turn their backs, it will be our turn to strike; 

Vol. II. Q 
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:iii(l, willi lliir IhI|) of Alhili, tin* Mfivv hlmll lie decU 

hi\r/^ lltr M-iit :i iiiiii tlioii;;!! CfiiiiiroilH roAiHal to 
till! (.'u-liliiiii inoiiarrli, :iih1 in ihi! mean time aiii- 
iii:itr(l lii«i roiii|):itiioii*i to Milly forth witli more Hptrit 
than ever, to allarU tin: S|Kinihh outpoHtH and tliohc 
lahoi'in^^ in th<' trrti* hen. Thr conMMjUfrncc wuh, a 
ilail) ornnTciMT of the nio^l ilariii^ and hloody hkir- 
nii^flK", that ttt^i the h\rh oiinan) ofthe hravcht and 
nio-l ad\rnluro(Jh < avaht i> of citlirr army. 

In one oi' th( Mr r^aliir^, nearly tlncc hundred horse 
and l\so thousind loot, mounted tlii! liei^htN behind 
thi? <'ity, to ra|itiir(: the cliii^lians who were em{doy- 
imI upon thf: work>. They canif! hy Hnrprlne upon a 
h<idy of ^tianN, (-h(|iiirf->> of iJic ronnt de Urena, kill- 
ed iionir, pul the usi to ili;;ht, and |iiirrtued tlieru 
down the mountain, until tiicy came in si^lit of a 
Kniall force under the coinit de 'J'endilla and Coii- 
haivo of Cordova. The Moors eunie nihhiiig down 
with Kurh fury, that many of tlie men iif the count 
d(! Tendilla helook tlieinselvirh to flight. 'J*he hrave 
roinit considered it U-y^s dan;;erou^ to ii^ht than to fly. 
Jhacin^ lii^) hmkler, therefore, and ^rahpin^; his trusty 
weapon, he htood liin ^^round with his aceubtomed 
prower^s. (jouhalvo of ( Cordova nin^ed himself by 
hih hide, and, inarhhallni^ llie troojiN which remained 
with them, they made a valiant front to tlie Moore. 

'Die inlidclh pnth^^ed them hard, and were ^ainhi^ 
the advanta^i', wlien Alon/o d(* A^uiiar, hearing of 
tlie danger of hih iirother (ionsilvo, flew to liiit as- 
hihlance, arcompanied hy the count of U re Ha and a 
body of tlieir tro(ipH. A hot lif^ht ensued, from cliiT 
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to clijBT, and glen to glen. The Moors were fewer in 
number, but they excelled in the dexterity and light- 
ness requisite for their scrambling skirmishes. They 
were at length driven from their vantage-ground, and 
pursued by Alonzo de Aguilar and his brother Gon- 
salvo to the very suburbs of the city, leaving many 
of die bravest of their men upon the field. 

Such was one of innumerable rough "encounters 
which were daily taking ^place,' in which many brave 
cavaliers were slain, without any apparent benefit to 
either party. The Mpors, notwithstanding repeated 
defeats and losses, continued to sally forth daily, with 
astonishing spirit and vigor, and the obstinacy of their 
defence seemed to increase with their sufierings. 

The prince Cidi Yahye was ever foremost in these 
sallies, but he grew daily more despairing of success. 
All the money in the military chest was expended, 
and there was no longer wherewithal to pay the 
hired troops. Still the veteran Mohammed ben Has- 
san undertook to provide for this emei^ency. Sum- 
moning th6 principal inhabitants, he represented the 
necessity of some exertion and sacrifice on their part, 
to maintain the defence of the city. " The enemy,'* 
said he, " dreads the approach of winter, and our 
perseverance drives him to despair. A little longer, 
and he will leave you in quiet enjoyment of your 
homes and families. But our troops must be paid, to 
keep them in good heart Our money is exhausted, 
and all our supplies are cut ofif. It is impossible to 
continue our defence, without your aid." 
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Upon tliis \\\v ri(i/('im ronsiilfrd together, and thcj 
rollcrtrd all tlirir \r^'<rlH of ^old and Hilvcr, and 
brought thrill (o Moliaiiiiiicd ben IfnMHan: ^^Takc 
tb(>si V said (lie)', ^^ and coin tlifin, or kcII lliem, or 
pirdgo tb(;ni,for tnoiM')- wbcnrwitb to pny the* tnKipn.^ 
The women of Ha/a aUo wrre K(?i/ed witli generous 
emulation: ^SShall wt! deck ourHolvcH with gory^eoui 
apparel/* said tbry, ^* when our eountry is defiolatr, 
and itH derendem in want of bread?** So ttiey took 
their collarn, and bracelrtM and ankletd, and other 
oniamentH of^old, and all their Jewels, and put them 
in the liandH of the vetenin alcalde: ^ Take theic 
fipoilH of our vanity,** Haid they, ^* and let them con- 
tribute to the defence of our homc*fi and ramilies. If 
I5a/.a be delivered, we need no j<:wels to grace our 
rejoicing; and if Maza fall, of what avail are onia- 
mentfi to tlie captive?** 

By tlicHC contributions was Mohammed enabled to 
pay tlie soldiery, and to carry on tlic defence of tbo 
city with unabated spirit. 

Tidings were speedily conveyed to king Ferdi- 
nand, of this generous devotion on the part of the 
people; of Ha/a, and the hopes which the Moorish 
commanders gave; them that the christian anny would 
soon abandon the sic^e in des[)air. ^^ 'J'liey sliall have 
a rnnviiicing proof of (lie fiillacy of such hopes,** said 
the politic nioiian.h: so he wrote forthwith to (piecii 
[Habella, praying lu'r to come to the camp in stale, 
with all her tniin and n;tiniie, and publicly to take 
up her residence (here for the winter. By this 
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means, the Moors would be convinced of the settled 
detennination of the sovereigns to. persist in the 
siege until the city should surrender, and he trusted 
they would be brought to speedy capitulation. 
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Jiow Qtuten inabeUa arnrcd at the eampt and Ike eoiU0' 

quLtwAiM of her arrival. 

MoiiAMifKi) iiKN Hasman hlill eiicotjraged liis com* 
|)MiiioiiM with hojH.'H that the royal anny would ikkiu 
r('hii(|iiinh the hie^e ; vvlicii they heard, one day, 
Mhoutit of joy frotii the rhrihtiaii cam|), and Umndcr* 
inf; halvoH of artlHery. Word wa« brought, at the 
name time, from the Hc^ntinelH on the watch-towcri, 
timt a chrihtian army vvan approaeliing down the 
valley. MohamnH^d and IiIh i'el low-commanders as- 
cended one oi' ihe hi^hcht towerH of the walls, and 
beheld in truth a numerouH force, in shining array, 
descending i\w. hilln, and httard the distant clangor of 
the trumjiet and the faint swell of triumjihant music. 

As the host drew neantr, they descried a stately 
dame magnificently attired, whom they soon discov- 
ered to be the (|ue(;n. Slu; was riding on a mule, 
the sumptuous trajiiiings of which were resplendent 
with gold, and reached to the ground. On her right 
Itand rode her daughter, the princess Isabella, equally 
splendid in her array; and on her left, the venerable 
grand cardinal of Spain. A noble train of ladies and 
cavali<M's followed her, tog(!ther with pagctf and 
CMijuires, and a numerous guard of hidalgos of high 
rank, arraytjd in superb armor. When the veteran 
Mohanuned b(;n Hassan beheld that this was the 
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<)ueen Isabella^ arriving in state to take up her resi- 
clence in the camp, his heart failed him : he shook 
liis head mournfully, and, turning to his captains, 
" Cavaliers," said he, " the fate of Baza is decided!" 

The Moorish commanders remained gazing with a 
mingled feeling of grief and admiration at this mag* 
nificent pageant, which foreboded the faU of their 
city. Some of the troops would have sallied forth 
on one of their desperate skirmishes, to attack the 
royal guard; but the prince Cidi Yahye forbade 
them; nor would he allow any artillery to be dis- 
chai^ed, or any molestation or insult to be offered ; 
for the character of Isabella was venerated even by 
the Moors ; and most of the commanders possessed 
that high and chivalrous courtesy which belongs to 
heroic spirits — for they were among the noblest and 
bravest cavaliers^of the Moorish nation. 

The inhabitants of Baza, when they learnt that the 
christian queen was approaching the camp, eagerly 
sought every eminence that could command a view 
of the plain ; and every battlement, and tower, and 
mosque, was covered with turbaned heads gazing at 
the glorious spectacle. They beheld king Ferdinand 
issue forth in royal state, attended by the marques of 
Cadiz, the Master of Santiago, the duke of Alva, the 
admiral of Castile, and many other nobles of renown; 
while the whole chivalry of the camp, sumptuously 
arrayed, followed in his train, and the populace rent 
the air with acclamations at the sight of the patriot 
queen. 

When the sovereigns had met and embraced each 
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otlirr, the two lio-.li tiiih/lfj l«i^'i'tlirr iiiid riilirri'il thc 

I iiiitp III 111:11 hill |)oiii|); :iii(l ilif ryt'n iif tin; iiifuld 
)m-|io1<1<-I':i wcif (|;i//l((l \ty tlic ihit^U of (iiiiior, tU 
hjilciidor of I'oMi'ii « :i|i:iii^oin, (111- ^oiy^i-oiin flift|fU]r 
of hilkn iiiiil lit-or:i(liM iiiid vilvrin, of IorhJii^ |>|ijtiiei 

mill Hill (fillip l)iiiiiif'i>. 'J'liinr wan hi llii! niittu: iium 

II lriiiiii|)liaiit noiiiid of di-iiiiin mid tniiii|ii:lM, clarioui 
mid iiiirklnitff, iiiiii^lcd willi (lie nwrrl iiiidody of tlie 
flulf iiiiiT, wliif li riiiiH' Hwrlliiif{ ill liiirntri of luinnoiijr 
dial hri-iiM-d to lihc iij) to lliit licavi'.liH.* 

On till: aiiival id' llii: qiH'rii, (Ha|ii tins liinlorilin 
lli-riiaiido did Pulsar, wlio wan |irrk(riit iil the liinc,) 
it wan iiiarvidloun to liidiold how all lit once the ri{{Or 
mid liiiliiili'iiri- of war wrrr Horiininl, mid the fitonn 
ofpahnioii Hiiiik into a rahii. 'V\ir. HWord wmm iihealli- 
I'd; Ihi! l:ld»)^t liow no Ioii^it laiirhed ilii deadl/ 
hhafln; and thi? uiiillrry, wliirh had hitherto kept up 
an iiirrtiMant uproar, now r.rahi'.d ittf (hiiiideriii({« (h 
holh hidi'H, thrrr. wah hiill a vigilant ^iiard kept ii|>i 
thi: heiiliiii'Iri hi'ihllrd tint walln of Ha/ti with their 
lanri-H, and the ^iiardf patiolli'd the ehrintiaii raifi|;; 
hilt there wan no halj^in^ iorlh to Hkiniii^h, nor aiijr 
wanton violeiire or cariia^'r. 

I'rinre (.'idi Yali)r haw, hy the arrival of tlus 
f|ii('i*n, thai the i hrihliaim were deteniiiiied to eoii* 
tinne the hir^M', and \n: knew that the city would 
have (o rapiliilair. He had hein |irodi;;al of tli<i 
livert of hin Roldn rn, aM lon^ an he thought a military 
^ood waH to he i^aincd hy the hanitire; ImjI he wai 
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sparing of their blood in a hopeless cause, and weary 

r of exasperating the enemy by an obstinate yet hope- 

' less defence. 

At the request of prince Cidi Yahye, a parley was 

^granted, and the Master commander of Leon, Don 
Gutiere de Cardenas, was appointed to confer with 
the veteran alcayde Mohammed. They met at an 

' appointed place, within view of both camp and city, 
honorably attended by cavaliers of either army. 
Their meeting was highly courteous, for they had 
learnt, from rough encounters in the field, to admire 
each other's prowess. The commander of Leon, in 
an earnest speech, pointed out the hopelessness of 
any further defence, and warned Mohammed of the 
ills which Malaga had incurred by its obstinacy. " I 
promise, in the name of my sovereigns," said he, 
" that if you surrender immediately, the inhabitants 
shall be treated as subjects, and protected in proper- 
ty, liberty, and religion. If you refuse, you, who are 
now renowned as an able and judicious commander, 
will be chai^eable with the confiscations, captivities, 
and deaths, which may be suffered by the people of 
Baza." 

The commander ceased, and Mohammed returned 
io the city to consult with his companions. It was 
evident that all further resistance was hopeless; but 
the Moorish commanders felt that a cloud might rest 
upon their names, should they, of their own discre 
tion, surrender so important a place without its hav 
ing sustained an assault. Prince Cidi Yahye request- 
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jtA pemiiHiii(»ii, (litTffun*, (o m*iiil uii nivoy to Gui 
with H \viivT Ui tlir (ilil nionun'h Kl /tt|^l, trea 
of the Hiirrfii(li*r; tlu^ rtM|iiriit \vu« |;ruiitcni, a i 
coiuliirt UMHiiivd t(» i\\v fiivojr, uiul the veteniii aicH 
Mohmniiifd hcii Huhhuii depurted upon Uiu iiiou 
touN iiiiiwiun. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Surrender of Baza, 

The old warrior king was seated in an inner cham* 
ber of the castle of Guadix, much cast down in spirit, 
amd ruminating on his gloomy fortunes, when an en- 
i^oy from Baza was announced, and the veteran al- 
::ayde Mohammed stood before him. El Zagal saw 
lisastrous tidings written in his countenance: "How 
fares it with Baza V" said he, summoning up his spirits 
to the question. "Let this inform thee," replied 
Mohammed; and he delivered into his hands the 
letter from the prince Cidi Yahye. 

This letter spoke of the desperate situation of 
Baza ; the impossibility of holding out longer, with- 
out assistance from El Zagal; and the favorable 
terms held out by the Castilian sovereigns. Had it 
been written by any other person, EI Zagal might 
have received it with distrust and indignation ; but 
he confided in Cidi Yahye as in a second self, and 
the words of his letter sunk deep in his heart. When 
he had finished reading it, he sighed deeply, and re- 
mained for some time lost in thought, with his head 
drooping upon his bosom. Recovering himself, at 
length, he called together the alfaquis and the old 
men of Guadix, and, communicating the tidings from 
Baza, solicited their advice. It was a sign of sore 
trouble of mind and dejection of heart, when El Zagal 
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floii^ht thn arlvirf: of ofh#TH; Imt his fwrcr. rounige 
w;i-t t;irrifrfl, for hr s;iw Uif: Mirl of liifi power nppmach- 
in^;. Th#: nlfH^jtii^ ;iii(l fh«! oM rrifrn flifl but inrrcue 
iUr f\Mrii(A'um of hin rriinrl liy a variHy of roiiiwclt 
none of uliirh ;ippfr;irf:rl f>f any avail; for iinli*Ks Baxi 
wcTf: «iir.ron-f), it \v;h impr>H<4il»lf; that it i^lioiild hold 
out; anrl f;v#:ry attf:mpt Up Miicror it had proved inef' 
fertiial. 

VA Za^al di-rni««'<:rl hi<4 coiinril in donpnir, and 
<)i]rnrnorif:(l th^: vf;tf:ran Mtihamniftd heforc him. *MI- 
lah Ai\r,irl^'* v,xf:\i\\iui:f\ he, ** (jlod ifl great; there it 
hut oik: (iod, and iMahonifrt in liifi prophet. Return 
to my cousin, (Jidi Vahy#:; toll him it ifl out of my 
power to aid him; he mii.^t do m M;emA to him for 
tlie hcHt. 7'hc people of Ka/a have performed dccdi 
worthy of immortal fame; I cannot ank them to en- 
coniitf:r further ilJH and perils, in maintaiDing a hope- 
less defence." 

The reply of Kl Za^al detc^rmined the fate of the 
city. (Jidi Yahye and his fellow-commanders imme- 
diately cafiitulated, and were granted the most favop 
ahle terms. The cavaliers and soldieni who had 
come from other parts to the defence of the placei 
were permitted to depart freely, with their aniMy 
horses, and enif:c:ls. TUv. irdiahitants had their choiGCi 
either to depart with thc^ir property, or to dwell in 
the Huburh.s, in the enjoyment of their religion and 
awH, taking an oath of fealty to the sovereigns, and 
paying the snme tribute they had paid to the MooP 
ish kingH. The city and citadel were to bo delivered 
up in HJx days, within wliich period tlie iiibabitaDti 
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were to remove all their effects; and in the mean 
time, they were to place, as hostages, fifteen Moorish 
youths, sons of the principal inhabitants, in the hands 
of the commander of Leon. When Cidi Yahye and 
the alcayde Mohammed came to deliver up the hos- 
tages, among whom were the sons of the latter, they 
paid homage to the king and queen, who received 
them with the utmost courtesy and kindness, and or- 
dered magnifident presents to be given to them, and 
likewise to the other Moorish cavaliers, consisting 
of money, robes, horses, and other things of great 
value. 

The prince Cidi Yahye was so captivated by the 
grace, the dignity, and generosity of Isabella, and the 
princely courtesy of Ferdinand, that he vowed never 
again to draw his sword against such magnanimous 
sovereigns. The queen, charmed with his gallant 
bearing and his animated professions of devotion, as- 
sured him, that, having him on her side, she already 
considered the war terminated which had desolated 
the kingdom of Granada. 

Mighty and irresistible are words of praise from 
the lips of sovereigns. Cidi Yahye was entirely sub- 
dued by this fair speech from the illustrious Isabella. 
His heart burned with a sudden flame of loyalty to- 
wards the sovereigns. He begged to be enrolled 
amongst the most devoted of their subjects; and, in 
the fervor of his sudden zeal, engaged not merely to 
dedicate his sword to their service, but to exert all 
his influence, which was great, in persuading his 
cousin, Muley Abdalla el Zagal, to surrender the 
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ritics (*( (iiiadix :ili<l AIiik ri:i, arul (o ^ivc up all fur- 
thrr lio'^tilitic^. Nay, >*t iiowcrfiil was the effect 
prodiif nl iijiori hJM iiiiiid hy Win ronversation with 
tlir M)V('n'i;;iiH, thai it cxtciMlcd irvrii to his religion; 
fnr lie lircjiiiK; iniiiirfliatrly cnlii^litciicd as to the 
licalliciii-li a)>oiiiiiiatioi}s ofthr vile h(;(:1 of Mahomet, 
and ^l^ll^k with \\w. tnitlis orrhrislianity, as illustratr 
vi\ hy -^iif h powcriul iiionarrhK. lie* cnrisentcd, therc- 
[tm^ to hf hapti/rd, and to Uv ^athcTrd into the fold 
of thr rhiinh. The pious A(;apid:i indulges in a 
triniii|dianl strain of exultation, on tlio sudden and 
Hur|)risin<; ronvrr-iion of this princcdy infidel: he Con« 
sidcrs it onc^ of th(^ greatest arhic;v<rmcnt8 of the 
(/atliohr sovereigns, and indeed one of the marvellous 
orrunenr.eH n( this holy war: ^* Hut it is given to 
saints and pious inonarrlis/^ nays he, '^to work min^ 
ries in the eause of tlu* faith; and such did the most 
(/atholie Ferdinand, in the conversion of the prince 
Cidi Vahye." 

Sorne of the; Ara))ian writers have sought to lessen 
the wonder of this miracle, hy alluding to great reve- 
nues granted to the prinre and his heirs by the Cas- 
tilian rnonarrhs, together with a territory in Marche- 
na, with towns, lands, and vassals; hut in this (says 
Agapidjg we only se(! a wis(! precaution of king Fer- 
dinand, to clinch and secure the conversion of his 
proselyte. The. policy of the (Jatholic monarch was 
at all times eipial lo his pif-ty. Instead also of vaunt- 
irjg of this great conversion, and making a public 
parade of the entry of the prince into the church, 
king Ferdinand ordered that the baptism should be 
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performed in private, and kept a profound secret. 
He feared that Cidi Yahje might otherwise be de- 
nounced as an apostate, and abhorred and abandoned 
hj ttie Moors, and thus his influence destroyed in 
bringing the war to a speedy termination.* 

The veteran Mohammed ben Hassan was likewise 
won by the magnanimity and munificence of the 
Castilian sovereigns, and entreated to be received 
into their service; and his example was followed by 
many other Moorish cavaliers, whose services were 
generously accepted and magnificently rewarded. 

Thus, after a siege of six months and twenty days, 
the city of Baza surrendered on the 4 th of Decem- 
ber, 1489 ; the festival of the glorious Santa Barbara, 
who is said, in the Catholic calendar, to preside over 
thunder and « lightning, fire and gunpowder, and all 
kinds of combustions explosions. The king and 
queen made their solemn and triumphant entry on 
die following day; and the public joy was heighten- 
ed by the sight of upwards of five hundred christian 
captives, men, women, and children, delivered from 
the Moorish dungeons. 

The loss of the christians in this siege amounted 
to twenty thousand men, of whom seventeen thou- 
sand died of disease, and not a few of mere cold, — a 
kind of death (says the historian Mariana) peculiarly 
uncomfortable; but (adds the venerable Jesuit) as 
these latter were chiefly people of ignoble rank, bag- 



* Conde, torn. 3, cap. 40. 
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gage-carrien and such like, the loss was not of greit 
importance. 

The surrender of Baza was followed by that of 
Almunecar, Tavema<i, and most of the fortresses of 
the Alpuxarra mountains; the inhabitants hoped, bj 
prompt and voluntary submission, to secure equallj 
favorable terms with those granted to the captured 
city, and the alcaydcs to receive similar rewards to 
those lavished on its commaiulcrs ; nor were either 
of them disappointed. The inhabitants were pe^ 
mitted to remain as Mudcxares, in the quiet enjoy- 
ment of their property and religion ; and as to the 
alcaydes, when they came to the camp to render up 
their charges, they were received by Ferdinand with 
distinguished favor« and rewarded with presents of 
money in proportion to the importance of the places 
thsy had commanded. Care was taken by the politic 
monarch, however, not to wound their pride or shock 
their delicacy; so tliese sums were paid under color 
of arrears due to them for their services to the former 
government Ferdinand had conquered by dint of 
sword, in the earlier part of the war; but he found 
gold as potent as steel, in this campaign of Baza. 

With several of these mercenary chieflains came 
one named Ali Abcn Faliar, a seasoned warrior, who 
had held many important commands. lie was a 
Moor of a lofty, stern, and rnclancliuly aspect, and 
stood Hilcnt and apart, while his companions surren- 
dcred their several fortresses and retired laden with 
treasure. When it came to his tuni to speak, he ad- 
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jb^ssed the sovereigns with the frankness of a soldier, 
bat with a tone of dejection and despair. 

•* I am a Moor," said he, " and of Moorish lineage, 
and am alcajde of the fair towns and castles of Pur- 
chena and Patema. These were intrusted to me to 
defend ; but those who should have stood by me have 
lost all strength and courage, and seek only for se- 
curity. These fortresses, therefore, most potent 
sovereigns, are yours, whenever you will send to 
take possession of them.^' 

Large sums of gold were immediately Ordered 
by Ferdinand to be delivered to the alcayde, as 
a recompense for so important a surrender. The 
Moor, however, put back the gift with a iSrm and 
hac^ty demeanor: "I came not^" said he, "to sell 
what is not mine, but to yield what fortune has made 
yours ; and your majesties may rest assured that, had 
I been properly seconded, death would have been 
tbe price at which I would have sold my fortresses, 
and not the gold you offer me." 

The Castilian monarchs were struck with the lofly 
and loyal spirit of the Moor, and desired to engage a 
man of such fidelity in their service; but the proud 
Moslem could not be induced to serve the enemies 
of his nation and his faith. 

"Is tliere nothing, then," said queen Isabella, 
" that we can do to gratify thee, and to prove to thee 
our regard?" " Yes," replied ihe Moor; " I have left 
behind me, in the towns and valleys which I have 
surrendered, many of my unhappy countrymen, with 
their wives and children, who cannot tear themselves 
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from their native al»odcri. Give me your royal woid 
Uiat tiwy hhall be protected in tlic peaceable enjoy- 
mcnt of their reli|pon and their homcifl/* *' We 
proiniHC it,^* said Iriubella; "they sliall dwell in peace 
and liecurity. But fur thyself — wliat dont tliou aik 
for Uiyself?" " Notliing/^ repHed Ali, ^ but pcrroii- 
•ion to pass unmoleHted, witli my horKes and eflecti, 
into Africa/^ 

The Caiitilian monarclis would fain have forced 
upon him gold and Hilver, and superb horaes ricblf 
caparJHoned, not as rewardri, but as marks of perKWtl 
esteem; but Ali Abcu Fahar declined all presents apd 
distinctions, as if he tliought it criminal to floumb 
individually during a time of public distress; and dii- 
duined all prosperity, tlrnt seemed to grow out of the 
ruins of his country. 

Having received a royal passport, he gathered tih 
getlier his horses and servants, his armor and wes^ 
pons, and all his warlike eilects; bade adieu to bif 
weeping countrymen with a brow stamped with SA* 
guirih, but witliout shedding a tear; and, mountiif; 
his Rarbary steed, tunied his back upon tlic delight- 
ful valleys of lus conquered country, departing on bif 
lonely way, to seek a soldier^s fortune amidst tbe 
burning sands of Africa.* 

* Tulgar. GuribA/, lib. 40. cap. 40. Cura de los PalaciM 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

hmission of El Zagcd to the CastUian Sovereigns. 

viL tidings never fail by the way, through lack 
lessengers ; they are wafted on the wings of the 
1, and it is as if the very birds of the air would 
them to the ear of the unfortunate. The old 
El Zagal buried himself in the recesses of his 
e, to hide himself from the light of day, which 
)nger shone prosperously upon him ; but every 
• brought missives, thundering at the gate, with 
;ale of some new disaster. Fortress after fortress 
laid its keys at the feet of the christian sove- 
is: strip by strip, of warrior mountain and green 
ful valley, was torn from his domains, and added 
le territories of the conquerors. Scarcely a rem- 
remained to him, except a tract of the Alpux- 
3, and the noble cities of Guadix and Almeria. 
one any longer stood in awe of the fierce old 
arch ; the terror of his frown had declined with 
power. He had arrived at that stage of adver- 
when a man's friends feel emboldened to tell 
hard truths, and to give him unpalatable advice; 
when his spirit is bowed down to listen quietly, 
)t meekly. 

1 Zagal was seated on his divan, his whole spirit 
rbed in rumination on the transitory nature of 
an glory, when his kinsman and brother-in-law, 
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llii* |iriiH'(* ^ 'i«li Yiiliv«\ win iiiiiifiiiiK ffl. 'I'liiif illtiv 
tlioim rniivcil lfi lli«' Imr hiilli utiil llic liilrrrMa of 
llir I oiifiiiriiiii III liin ( oiinliy, hiiil liimlciifil In firi4« 
(lu With 111) tlif li-ivoi III II new |)iii<trlyli', f;i^«-r (o 
tin»Vf' 111** '/nil III till- >i(-ivi( r iti Ilr;ivrii {iiii| \Uv ( nv 
lllllin iinVi'iri(Mi(i, liy |>ri>4iliiilili('. the old tw WtrthUf 
lili)iirr hm fiiilh iiIkI Hiiiiriiilri hin |ifm(ir«<i|iiim. 

(■nil Vlill>r hIiII lioir tin* (Mlixr nf ii IVId'tlcrii, for 

lii« I'liiivrmMiii wim tm yrt ii m-i iiI. Thf* «trrri lirart 
oC Kl /iiiKiil n<>(l('ii(il III 111 linli|||i|r tlir Witr iif » kinji. 
iiiiiii, in tliii liiiiir o( iiflvi'ii:ily. Ilr (nlilril lim roii«in 
lo lim liiiiiiiii, iinil (/iivf lliiiiikti In Alliili tliiil iiiiiifUl hII 
hm Irniililrq lir litiij rIiII ii liiriiil iiiiil (.oiiiiFtf^llnr (ifl 
wlioiii lir Iiit|',li1 irly. 

(•iili Yiiliyc ROOM riilrinl ii|ioii llir iriil piirprwii 
of liifl riii««i«»ti. l\r ir|iii'i:f'nliMl to Ml /ii|/{il Ihr flrf 
prnitr ntiitr of iifliiim, iiiid tlii< irirliirviihjr drflinG 
of IVIofiimli pfiwi'i- III tlir kiii|M|otn nf (iriirindflf 
** l'*iiti</* Riiid lir, *^ iq ii{Niitif.t oiir iiritiR ; niir ruin w 
wrilfiMi ill till' li(-iiv«-iiR. Kf-tiiriiilir'i Ihr |irrrli( lir>ii of 
the imli'olo{MTR, III lln* hiilh til your nf'|»h«'\v I'otihdil. 
VVr IkkI ho|M'(l thill Ihrir |urili( lidii wtm IK i oui|ili«|i- 
1(1 hy Inn I ii|iluic 111 liiMfiiii; hut it ix now rvidfnt 
Ihiil Ihr rIiii^ |iorl('iiilr(l not ii Ictnponiry iind |mR«inf( 
rrvmr of thf l(Ui{vl"ni, hnl ii liiiiil ovn throw. Tlifi 
roiiRhint RU( ( r;:::ioii of (lii:ii::|i-|p. wliif )i liiivr iitlrndrrl 
our cIIoiIq, rIiow Ihiil thf t:ff'|ilir of (fi'dniifhi i« 
(loornf-fl lo pn-::! into thf- IuiikIp. oI Ihr f hri<«liiin rnr»n* 
nrrhd. Sin h/' ( om jinlrd the |MinM' i»n|ili;ilir-ii))y, 
nml with II iuoIoiiimI uikI pioim nvcrMicc, **gii(.li it 
llif* iilmi^hly will of (fodP^ 
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EI Zagal listened to these words in mute attentiop, 
without so much as moving a muscle of his face, or 
winking an eyelid. When the prince had concluded, 
he remained for a long time silent and pensive; at 
lenglii, heaving a profound sigh from the very bottom 
of his heart, " Alahuma subahana hii !" exclaimed 
he, " the will of God be done ! Yes, my cousin, it is 
but too evident that such is the will of Allah : and 
what he wills, he fails not to accomplish. Had he not 
decreed the fall of Granada, this arm and this scimi- 
tar would have maintained it."* 

"What then remains," said Cidi Yahye, "but to 
draw the most advantage from the wreck of empire 
that is left you ? To persist in a war is to bring com- 
plete desolation upon the land, and ruin and death 
upon its faithful inhabitants. Are you disposed to 
yield up your remaining towns to your nephew El 
Chico, that they may augment his, power, and derive 
protection from his alliance with the christian sove- 
re^s?" 

' The. eye of El Zagal flashed fire at this su^estion. 
He grasped the hilt of his scimitar, and gnashed his 
tee^ in fury. " Never," cried he, " will I make 
terms with that recreant and slave ! Sooner would I 
see the banners of the christian monarchs floating 
above my walls, than they should add to the posses- 
sions of the vassal Boabdil !" 

Cidi Yahye immediately siezed upon this idea, and 
ui^ed El Zagal to make a frank and entire surren 



* Conde, torn. 3. c. 40. 
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Arr: " Truht/' f«ai(l hr, 'Mo (he magnanimity of tb 
(*:iKtiliiiti Mivrrf'i^ii-; ihry wil] doubtlehs graut JOI 
high and liononliht tcnns. It ib bftUrr to yield tl 
tlirrii iif fficiKl^, uli:it tliry tiiii!*t iiifallihly and btfore 
long wrcM (nun ymi a*^ ruv.mlv.H ; for buch, my couiio, 
in llio alniiglity will of (iod !'* 

^* Alahuniii htjliahana liii !^* njx'ated El Zagal,^the 
will of (iod he done !^^ So the old monarch bowd 
hiN h:iugh(y ncrlc, an<l iignrcd to Kurrcnder his teni* 
(ori(*H to th(! cnrfrnicH of IiIm faith, nither tijan suffefl'^ 
them to aiignirnl the Monlcni |)ower under the 8waj c 
of hirt nephew. 

(jdi Yahye now returned to Haxa, empowered bj 
Kl Zagal to treat on his behalf with the chriiftilO 
HovereignH. 'I'he prince f<dl a ftpeeieH of exultatioOi 
UM he expatiatcrd on the rich n*lieH of empire whick 
he wan authorized to cede. There watt a great part 
of that line of nioiintainH which extends from the 
metropolis to the Mediterranean sea, with thdr 
Herieri of beautiful green valU^yN, like precioiu CfiM* 
rahU tM!i in a golden <:hain. Above all, there were 
(luadix and Almeria, two of the most inestimable 
jewels in the crown of (jranada. 

In n!turn for tliene poHsensionrt, and for the claim 
of Kl Zugal to the reht of the kingdom, the sove- 
reigns received hitn inl(» their friendship and alli« 
ance, and gave liini in perpetual inheritance the icT- 
ritory of Andarax and IIh! valNy of Alhaurin in llic 
Alpuxarrai, with Jialf of the nalinas or salt-pits of 
Malelia. lie was to enjoy (lie title of king of An- 
durax, with two tlioiisand Mudcxare.s, or conquered 
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loors, for subjects; and his revenues were to be 
lade up to the sum of four millions of marevedies.* 
JI these he was io hold, as a vassal of the CastiHan 
rown. 

These arrangements being made, Cidi Yahye re- 
imed with them to Muley Abdalla ; and it was con- 
erted that the ceremony of surrender and homage 
hould take place at the city of Almeria. 

On the 17th of December, king Ferdinand depart- 
d from Baza with a part of his army, and the queen 
Don followed with the remainder. Ferdinand passed 
1 triumph by several of the newly-acquired towns, 
xulting in these trophies of his policy rather than 
is Valor. As he drew near to Almeria, the Moorish 
ing came forth to meet him, accompanied by the 
•rince Cidi Yahye, and a number of the principal 
aahbitants on horseback. The fierce brow of El 
Sagal was clouded with a kind of forced humility ; 
►ut there was an impatient curl of the lip, with now 
nd then a swelling of the bosom and an indignant 
wreathing from the distended nostril. It was evident 
le considered himself conquered, not by the power 
>f man, but by the hand of Heaven ; and, while he 
►owed to the decrees of fate, it galled his proud 
pirit to have to humble himself before its mortal 
gent As he approached the christian king, he 
lighted from his horse, and advanced to kiss his 
land in token of homage. Ferdinand, however, re- 
pected the royal title which the Moor had held, ind 



* Cura de los Palacios, cap. 94. 
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would not pcnnit (Im; rcn'tnony; but, bending fron 
\m Hadtllf*, ^nirioimly rriibnir.fd him, nrid iT(|iicsted 
him to rniioiiiit IiIa ntord.* Scvcrnl coiirtrous Hpeedh 
CH |»:i*>>«rd hftwcrii tlirm; niid thi; fortrcM and dtf 
of Ahiirria, iitid all the rrrnaining tcrritoricfl of El 
Za(;al, werr dclivfn'd ii|> in form. Wbrn all wai 
nrronipliHlird, tlu! r>ld warrior Moor nitircd to the 
nioiititaiiiN with a handful of adhrrcntH, to seek hii 
|»('tl)' tcTritory of Andarax, to hiiry his InimiJiatioa 
from the world, and to coiihoIc himself with the 
shadowy titl«! of n kihfi^.t 



* Cura du Imp ralnciof, cap. UJ. t Tulgw, Garibaj, Iw. tei 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Events at Granada^ subsequent to the submission of 

El Zagah 

Who can tell when to. rejoice, in this fluctuating 
world ? Every wave of prosperity has its reacting 
sai^e, and we are often overwhelmed by the very 
billow on which we thought to be wafted into the 
haven of our hopes. When Yusef Aben Comixa, 
&e vizier of Boabdil, sumamed El Chico, entered 
the royal saloon of the Alhantbra and announced the 
f capitulation of El Zagal, the heart of the youthful 
monarch leaped for joy. His great wish was accom- 
plished ; his uncle was defeated and dethroned, and 
he reigned without a rival, sole monarch of Granada. 
At length, he was about to enjoy the fruits of his 
humiliation and vassalage. He beheld his throne 
fortified by the friendship and alliance of the Cas- 
tilian mon^rchs ; there could be no question, there- 
fore, of its stability. "Allah Acbar !" exclaimed he, 
"God is great! Rejoice with me, oh Yusef; the stars 
have ceased their persecution. Henceforth let no 
man call me El Zogoybi." 

In the first moment of his exultation, Boabdil would 
have ordered public rejoicings ; but the shrewd Yusef 
shook his head. " The tempest has ceased," said he, 
" from. one point of the heavens, but it may begin to 
rage from another. A troubled sea is beneath us, 

Vol. II. S 
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ami wi- an* «-iirn/iiii(l<-(l \t\ rot k* and quick^aiidit: k( 
in) loifl till- kiii'^ *\tf* r t*yt'ii\u'^^^ until all han settled | 
into a t aim.'" \A ( liirti, Iiovmvi r, roiild ii«it remaifl 
(raniitjil, in tliii da)' of rxultafion : he onlcrcd bis 
hti'id tfi Ih- Mnn)>(uoi]<-l)' < a[)ari^>on4'd,and, ihMiifig out 
of till' ^al<- of llic Alli:inil>i'a, df-ri/ndcd, witli a glit- 
(f-iiii^ n tinne, alon^ IIh- a\4-nui' of trccii and fouth 
lain-, inio iIm' c itv, to n-f ii\(: the; arclaiiiatiouH of 
(Ik* |)ojHil:if f, A« \if rntcf'f-fl tlii: ^fiat iii|ijare of lli« 
Viv:if'rafiilila, Ih* IkIh Id ridwd> of |M*o|dc in violent 
a^iliiliiin; lint, a^ \n: a|)|)i'oa< lird, what waH hiii MIT' 
|>ri>r, to lii-ar ^|-oans and niurniui^ and hiirHtK of exe- 
cration! 'J'lic tidini^H had ^|i^«-ad tlJmu^h (jrantda, 
that iMulcy Ahdaila <:l Za^al had hceii driven to 
rapitulatc, and that all hih triritorJirH had fallen ioto 
the hands of the c:hrihtianK. No one had inquired 
into the pailicularh, hut all Cininada liad been thrown 
into a fc:nnent of ^rief and indignation. In tlie beat 
of the moment, old iVInley was extolled to the skiei 
ah a patriot prince, who had fought to tlie laht for tlie 
h.'ilvation of IiIm coinitry — as a mirror of monarclii!, 
M'ornin^ to eomproniise the <ii^nity of hitt crown by 
any act of va>)sala^e. Hoahflil, on the contrary, had 
looked on exnltin^ly at the hopeless yet heroic struggle 
of his unrle; he lisid rejoiced in the defeat of tlie 
faithful, ami the trimnjih of unhelievers; he had aided 
in the di}^mernhennent and downfall of the empire. 
When they heheld him riding forth in (gorgeous Htate, 
on what they con^ideriMl a day of humiliation for all 
true Moslems, th<'y could not contain their rage; and 
amidbt the clamora that met hiii ears, Boabdil more 
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than once heard his name coupled with the epithets 
' of traitor and renegado. 

Shocked and discomfited, the youthful monarch 
-returned in confusion to- the Alhambra. He shut 
himself up within its innermost courts, and remained 
a kind of voluntary prisoner until the first burst of 
popular feeling should subside. He trusted that it 
would -soon pass away, that the people would be too 
sensible of the sweets of peace, to repine at the price 
at which it was obtained ; at any rate, he trusted to 
the strong friendship of the christian sovereigns, to 
secure him even against the factions of his subjects. 

The first missives from the politic Ferdinand show- 
^ ed Boabdil the value of his friendship. The Catholic 
monarch reminded him of a treaty which he had made 
when captured in the city of Loxa. By this, he had 
engaged, that in case the Catholic sovereigns should 
capture the cities of Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, he 
would surrender Granada into their hands within a 
limited time, and accept in exchange certain Moorish 
towns, to be held by him as their vassal. Ferdinand 
now informed him that Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, 
bad fallen; he called upon him, therefore, to fulfil 
bis engagement. 

If the unfortunate Boabdil had possessed the will, 
be had not the power to comply with this demand. 
He was shut up in the Alhambra, while a tempest of 
popular (ury raged without. Granada was thronged 
by refugees from the captured towns, many of them 
disbanded soldiers, and others broken-down citizens, 
rendered fierce and desperate by ruin. All railed at 
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HimUiIiI. :)*• \\\v n .»1 1 ;ui*i' i»rihrir n)i«i|or1iitir«. How 
\\.)o 111 tit\ihtiiii' r««ith in «>ui 1) :i «ti*ni) ^ — ntNtvc all, 
liiiw u.i^ 111 to i:)lk 1«« **ui 1) tni'ii i>r «umMiilrr? In 
l)i*> i«'|<N !•» 1*1 iiliii:iiiil. lir n*|tn'M'ntf'«l tlio (liiriciiltiit 
o(' 111** Hitii.itiiHi. :)iiil lli.il, ^i« I'-ir iViMi) ll:lvill^ rontrol 
mtr 111- ^ii1i)i « U, \\\*i \«r\ ht'r mii«» in ilati^rr (mm 
xUt'iv tiiiluitrmr. Ill' iMi(nMli'«Ml)i' kin^, tlirnTorc, 
to ti-^l s:iii«(iril lot (III* |Mf'^rnl \xi()i lii« rfrrnl nm- 
<)ur^U, |Monn'<iiu: Itiin (lot «>I)imiI(1 lir hr iihlr tci rr- 
Uinn hill rni|tiii o\i r lii«. f':i|iil:il nml it^ itili;ilii(niit«, 
it uoiilil luit ho (o riilo n\rr (hrm n^ vnM»l fo tlic 

i ':l^(lll:ill riown. 

Krriliii:iiiil \v:i«i not (o hr (::iti«>ri(Ml with Kitrll n ITplj. 
'V\\v \\i\w wa** ^'^m\r to hriiii; lii** ^iinio of pfiliry ton 
f'losf^ ;in«l to ron«*innniato liis roni|iirfit, l»y nrnting 
InniMflt'on tli«* tliroiH* otM^u* Alhiunhni. PnircMiiig to 
ron«>i(lrr lloiilxlil mm a JliitlilrxM ally, who lind hmken 
hU pli^htfil wind, In* fli<<rnnlfMl him (nnu hin rriciitl- 
Hhi)), and addrr'MmMl a •iiMMiml l(*t(rr, not to flint mon- 
airli, Init to tlir cointnandfMX anil connril oftlir ritj. 
Ill* (Irinandrfl a roniplc^ti* nnrnMulrr of tlin phirc, 
with all till* aniiM in tlw* jioKMf'Hxion cithrr of the* citi- 
/f'liM fM'orothfM'M who hail riMMMitl}' takrn n^Tii^c* within 
its wiiIIm. ITlhr inhahilantM should roniply with thi.i 
HiininionM, ho proini'^rd Ihnn tho indnl^rnt trririK 
wht( h had hi rn fjanti'd to Ha/a, Ciir.idix, and Almr- 
ri.'i; if lliry should rrfiHr, lir thrrnttMird thcrn with 
tlir fair of IMala;;a.* 

Tlir nH"<sa^c of (hr ( 'afhidir monarch produced 
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tiie greatest commotion in the city. The inhabitants 
of the Alcaiceria; that busy hive of traffic, and all 
others who had tasted the sweets of gainful com- 
merce during the late cessation of hostilities, were 
for securii^ their golden advantages by timely subj 
mission : others, who had wives and children, looked 
on them with tenderness and solicitude, and dreaded, 
by resistance, to bring upon them the horrors of 
slavery. 

But, on the other hand, Granada was crowded 
with men from all parts, ruined by the war, exaspe- 
rated by their sufferings, and eager only for revenge; 
with others, who had been reared amidst hostilities, 
who had lived by the sword, and whom a return of 
peace would leave without home or hope. Beside 
these, there were others no less fiery and warlike in 
disposition, but animated by a loftier spirit. These 
were valiant and haughty cavaliers of the old chival- 
rous lineages, who had inherited a deadly hatred to 
the christians from a long line of warrior ancestors, 
and to whom the idea was worse than death, that 
Granada, illustrious Granada! for ages the seat of 
Moorish grandeur and delight, should become the 
abode of unbelievers. 

Among these cavaliers, the most eminent was 
Muza ben Abil Gazan. He was of royal lineage, of 
a proud and generous nature, and a form combining 
manly strength and beauty. None could excel him in 
the management of the horse, and dextrous use of all 
kinds of weapons: his gracefulness and skill in the 
tourney were the theme of praise among the Moorish 
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(]amo!<, nittl hU prowc^^ in the tirld had made hia 
Ihr trrror of tlir ninny. Ilr had long repined at 
(hi* tiinifl policy of KnalidiK and had endeavored to 
roiihtrrat t iu (^iirnatinL; ctFrcts, and to keep alive 
the martial •spirit nt' (ininada. For this reason, he 
had pn)niotnl joiist< and tiltin^s with the reed, and 
all those other piihlir pimeA which hear the sem- 
blance of war. He endeavored also to inculcate 
into his companions in arms those liigh chivalrous 
FentimentM which lead to valiant and magnanimous 
deeds, hut which are apt to decline with the inde- 
pendence* of a nation. 'I'lu* generous efTorts of Muza 
had lM*en in a great measure successful: he was tlic 
idol of the youthful cavaliers; they regarded him as 
a mirror of chivalry, and endeavored to imitate his 
lofty and heroic virtues. 

When Mu/a lu*anl the demand of Ferdinand that 
they should deliver up their arms, his eye flashed 
fire: ^^ Does the christian king think that we are old 
meii,^^ said he, ^^ and that stafEs will suflice us?— or 
that we arc women, and can he contented with dis- 
taffs ? Let him know that a Moor is born to the spear 
and scimitar; to career the steed, bend the bow, and 
lunch the javelin: deprive him of these, and you de- 
prive him of his nature. If the christian king desires 
our arms, let him come and win them; but let him 
win tJK^m <learly. For my part, sweeter were a 
grave beneath the walls of (Jranada, on the spot I 
had died to defend, than the richest couch within 
her p«mlaccs, earned by submission to the unbeliever." 

The words of Muza were received with enthusi* 
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astic shouts, by the warlike part of the populace. 
Granada once more awoke, as a warrior shaking off 
a disgraceful lethargy. The commanders and council 
partook of the public excitement, and dispatched a 
reply to the christian sovereigns, declaring that they 
would sufier death rather than surrender their city. 
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niAPTEU XXXIX. 

JIow King Ferdinand turned hi* hontiUtirM agnimt Ik 

eity of (tranada, 

WiiKN kinir Frnlin;iinl nM<*ivi'<1 \\\v tlcfinncr of 
the Moors, hi: iiiiiih' prcpanitiotis for hillrr hostilities. 
The wiiitiT scaMMi did not admit of wn imiiu'diate 
campaign; hr. contnitrd liimsrir, IhtTcforr, %vith 
throwing stn>n;; ^arrinons into all his touiiH and fo^ 
tresses in the neighborhood of fininada, and ^nve (lie 
command of all the frf)iitier of Jaen to Inign I^)p€Z 
de Mendoza, count of I'crndilla, who had nliown 
such consummate vigilance and addrens in maintain* 
ing the dangerous \uM of Alliama. 'I'his renowned 
veteran estahlished hir^ head-quarlers in the moiintRin 
city of Alcala la Real, within ei;;lit leagues of llic 
city of Granarln, and eornnianrling the most impor* 
tant pasties of that ni;:i^ed frontier. 

In the mean time, the city of r«ranada re^^oinuM 
with the stir of war. The eliivalry of the nation had 
again control of its rounr-.il.H ; and the populace, 
having once more rc^unied their weapons, were 
anxious to wipe out the rii-;;raee of their late pas* 
give suhmis>ion, hy signal jinrj daring exploits. 

Mu/a hen Ahil (in/.nti wa- the. soul of artion. He 
commanded the cavalry, whir-Ii he had dii^eiplincd 
with uncommon skill: he was siirrounded hy the 
noblest youth of (iranada, who had caught his own 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 213 

generous and martial fire, and panted for the field ; 
while the common soldiers, devoted to his person, 
were ready to follow him in the most desperate en- 
terprises. He did not allow their courage to cool 
for want of action. The gates of Granadk once more 
poured forth legions of light scouring cavalry, which 
skirred the country up to the very gates of the chris- 
tian fortresses, sweeping off flocks and herds. The 
name of Muza became formidable throughout the 
frontier ; he had many encounters with the enemy 
in the rough passes of the mountains, in which the 
superior lightness and dexterity of his cavalry gave 
him the advantage. The sight of his glistening 
legion, returning across the vega with long caval- 
gadas of booty, was hailed by the Moors as a revival 
t>f their ancient triumphs ; but when ihey beheld 
christian banners borne into their gates as trophies, 
the exultation of the light-minded populace was be- 
yond all bounds. 

The winter passed away; the spring advanced, 
yet Ferdinand delayed to take the field. He knew 
the city of Granada to be too strong and populous to 
be taken by assault, and too full of provisions to be 
speedily reduced by siege. " We must have patience 
and perseverance," said the politic monarch ; " by 
ravaging the country this year, we shall produce a 
scarcity the next, and then the city may be invested 
with effect.'^ 

An interval of peace, aided by the quick vegeta 
tion of a prolific soil and happy climate, had restored 
the vega to all its luxuriance and beauty ; the green 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Events at Granada^ subsequent to the submission of 

El Zagal. 

Who can tell when to rejoice, in this fluctuating 
world ? Every wave of prosperity has its reacting 
surge, and we are often overwhelmed by the very 
billow on which we thought to be wafted into the 
haven of our hopes. When Yusef Aben Comixa, 
the vizier of Boabdil, surnamed El Chico, entered 
the royal saloon of the Alhambra and announced the 
capitulation of El Zagal, the heart of the youthful 
monarch leaped for joy. His great wish was accom- 
plished ; his uncle was defeated and dethroned, and 
he reigned without a rival, sole monarch of Granada. 
At length, he was about to enjoy the fruits of his 
humiliation and vassalage. He beheld his throne 
fortified by the friendship and alliance of the Cas- 
tilian monarchs ; there could be no question, there- - 
fore, of its stability. "Allah Acbar !" exclaimed he, 
**God is great! Rejoice with me, oh Yusef; the stars 
have ceased their persecution. Henceforth let no 
man call me El Zogoybi." 

In the first moment of his exultation, Boabdil would 
have ordered public rejoicings; but the shrewd Yusef 
shook his head. " The tempest has ceased," said he, 
" from one point of the heavens, but it may begin to 
rage from another. A troubled sea is beneath us, 
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than once heard his name coupled with the epithets 
' of traitor and renegado. 

Shocked and discomfited, the youthful monarch 
-returned in confusion to the Alhambra. He shut 
himself up within its innermost courts, and remained 
a kind of voluntary prisoner until the first burst of 
popular feeling should subside. He trusted that it 
would 50on pass away ; that the people would be too 
sensible of the sweets of peace, to repine at the price 
at which it was obtained; at any rate, he trusted to 
the strong friendship of the christian sovereigns, to 
secure him even against the factions of his subjects. 

The first missives from the politic Ferdinand show- 
^ ed Boabdil the value of his friendship. The Catholic 
monarch reminded him of a treaty which he had made 
when captured in the city of Loxa. By this, he had 
engaged, that in case the Catholic sovereigns should 
capture the cities of Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, he 
would surrender Granada into their hands within a 
limited time, and accept in exchange certain Moorish 
towns, to be held by him as their vassal. Ferdinand 
now informed him that Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, 
bad fallen; he called upon him, therefore, to fulfil 
bis engagement. 

If the unfortunate Boabdil had possessed the will, 
he had not the power to comply with this demand. 
He was shut up in the Alhambra, while a tempest of 
popular fury raged without. Granada was thronged 
by refugees from the captured towns, many of them 
disbanded soldiers, and others broken-down citizens, 
rendered fierce and desperate by ruin. All railed at 



203 AniiioMcii: ok 

Ho:i))ilil, as Uii* real caiix' of thrir inisfortiincfl. IIow 
w:i«i Ik* lo vriiliirc f'orlli in Mirli a hloriii ? — aliovc ail) 
lir>w \v:iM III- lo (alii )o Mirlj iiirii of Kiirrciiclcfr? lu 
liii n*))ly lo Kmliiiaiid, he rcprfhriiti'd the difliculties 
of liis i-i(iiatioii, and lliat, fo far fnitn having control 
over liis Mihjccls, his vrry lif«! wiih in danger frum 
th(*ir tinhuli'iK-r. He* <'ii(n.'at<'d (he king, therefore, 
to rrht ha(i-li('d for \\ir. ptfM'iil with hiri recent con- 
()ur.h(s, proniihint^ him (hal hhould he he a hie to re- 
gain full finpin ov( r his rapi(al and its inhahitantii, 
it would hut h(; to rule over them as vastfal to tiie 
('astilian rrown. 

Ft'i'dinand was not to h(; Katihfied with such a rcpljr, 
'J*he tinje was come to hring his game of |iolicy to a 
close;, and to r.onsuiumate his eon()ueMt, hy seating 
liiinscif on tlie (hronc of (Se Aihandira. Professingto 
considiT lioahdil as a fai(hless ally, wlio had broken 
his |>ligh(ed wrird, he disrarded him fnnn his friend 
Hhi)), and ad<h'ess(;d a sreond let(er, not to that mon 
arrJi, hut (o the commanders am] council of the city 
lie demanded a complete HiuTender of the place 
with all (Ik; arms in (In; possession either of the citi 
/ens or of others who had recently taken refuge within 
its walls. If (he inhaliilaiils should comply with tliis 
summons, he promised (heni the indulgent terms 
which had Ix en grajitcd to Ha/a, (luadix, and Almc- 
ria; if lliey should refuse, he thn;atened them witll 
the fale of lVlala;^a.* 

'J'he message lA' the (*atholic monarch produced 
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tiie greatest commotion in the city. The inhabitants 
of the Alcaiceria; that busy hive of traffic, and all 
others who had tasted the sweets of gainful com- 
merce during the late cessation of hostilities, were 
for securing their golden advantages by timely sub; 
mission : others, who had wives and children, looked 
on them with tenderness and solicitude, and dreaded, 
by resistance, to bring upon them the horrors of 
slavery. 

But, on the other hand, Granada was crowded 
with men from all parts, ruined by the war, exaspe- 
rated by their sufferings, and eager only for revenge; 
with others, who had been reared amidst hostilities, 
who had lived by the sword, and whom a return of 
peace would leave without home or hope. Beside 
these, there were others no less fiery and warlike in 
disposition, but animated by a loftier spirit. These 
were valiant and haughty cavaliers of the old chival- 
rous lineages, who had inherited a deadly hatred to 
the christians from a long line of warrior ancestors, 
and to whom the idea was worse than death, that 
Granada, illustrious Granada! for ages the seat of 
Moorish grandeur and delight, should become the 
abode of unbelievers. 

Among these cavaliers, the most eminent was 
Muza ben Abil Gazan. He was of royal lineage, of 
a proud and generous nature, and a form combining 
manly strength and beauty. None could excel him in 
the management of the horse, and dextrous use of all 
kinds of weapons : his gracefulness and skill in the 
tourney were the theme of praise among the Moorish 
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(l.'iiiif"*, :iit(l liiM |»ro\vc<4H in tin: Th-M had mndc him 
llir (rrror of tiic «'iiririy. Mr ]iiu\ lon^ rrpined at 
the timid polic) "i Koiilxlil, and had f;iidL*av()nrd to 
roiintrr.'ii t iu cik rvatint; (IfiT.tH, and to kf:c|) alive 
thr martial spirit of (iranada. For thifl rcaMon, lie 
had promoted jotists and tiltin^n with tlic rf:cd, and 
III! tlio-r othrr |Hil>lir ^amcH whicli hrar the M;m- 
hianrf: of war. Ilr cndfavond also to innilratc 
into hin rom|iariionM in armn those hif;li chivalroiiii 
M'ntimrnts whirli lead to valiant and magnanimous 
dr('d*<, hut which an: apt to drcline with the indc- 
pcndcnrc of a nation. Thr (^rnerouH cflortH of Mu/a 
had hf-rn in a ^nat mcasnn: Hurcrfisfiil : ha wa<i t^ic 
idol of tlu! youthful ravalirrs; they re^^ardcd him ai 
a mirror of chivalry, and endeavored to imit^&to his 
lofty and heroic, virtiie.-t. 

When Mn/.a heard the demand of Ferdinand that 
they nhould deliver up their arms, IiIh eye flashed 
fire: ^^ Dries the christian kiiif; think that we arc old 
incn/^ said he, "and that Htafis will Hiinire ijh? — or 
that we are women, and eati he. cont(;nted with di.M- 
tad's ? Ii<;t him know that a Moor is horn to the Hpear 
and Kcimitar; to career the ste(ul, hend the how, and 
lanch the javelin: dejirive him of tlu^se, and yoti do 
privc; him of his nature. If the christian kin^ desin-K 
onr arms, let him come an<l win them; hut let him 
win them <learly. For my part, Kwcjeter were a 
^rave Ix^neath the walls of (iranada, on the Hpot I 
had died to defend, than the richest couch within 
her palaces, earned hy suhmission to the nnhcliever/* 

'J'he words of Muza were received with enthusi- 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 211 

astic shouts, by the warlike part of the populace. 
Granada once more awoke, as a warrior shaking off 
a disgraceful lethai^. The commanders and council 
partook of the public excitement, and dispatched a 
reply to the christian sovereigns, declaring that they 
would sufier death rather than surrender their city. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Haw King Ferdinand tumrd hia hoMtUttitM agahui He 

city of iiranada, 

WiiKN kiii{; FVnliiiHiHl rt'rrivfd the defiance of 
the Moore, lie made prepHratioim for bitter hoHtiliiiet. 
The winter HeaKon did not admit of an immediite 
campaign; he contented himnelf, tlierefore, with 
throwing Htrong garrisonH into all hitf towns and f(M^ 
trc*flfieii in the neigh bo rhmid of Cininada, and gave the 
command of all the frontier of Jacn to Inigo Lopes 
dc Mendoza, count of Tendilla, who had shown 
sucli consummate vigilance and address in maintain* 
ing the dangenius post of Alhama. This renowned 
veteran eHtabliuhed his head-(|uaKerB in tlie mountaiD 
city of Alcala la Keal, wilhin eight leagues of the 
city of Granada, and commanding the most impo^ 
tant passes of that ni^^ged frontier. 

In the mean time, the city of Granada resounded 
with the stir of war. 'I'he chivalry of the nation had 
again control of its counr/ilH ; and the populace, 
having once more re.sumed their weapons, were 
anxious to wipe out the dJHgnice of their late pai- 
sive Hubmission, by HJ^^naJ and daring exploits. 

Muza ben Abil (la/an was the soul of action. lie 
commanded tb<: cavalry, wliidi he Imd disciplined 
with uncommon hkiil : he waH surrounded by tlic 
nobleHt youth of Granada, who had caught his own 
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generous and martial fire, and panted for the field ; 
while the common soldiers, devoted to his person, 
were ready to follow him in the most desperate en- 
terprises. He did not allow their courage to cool 
for want of action. The gates of Granada once more 
poured forth legions of light scouring cavalry, which 
skirred the country up to the very gates of the chris- 
tian fortresses, sweeping off flocks and herds. The 
name of Muza became formidable throughout the 
frontier; he had many encounters with the enemy 
in the rough passes of the mountains, in which the 
superior lightness and dexterity of his cavalry gave 
him the advantage. The sight of his glistening 
legion, returning across the vega with long caval- 
gadas of booty, was hailed by the Moors as a revival 
of their ancient triumphs ; but when (hey beheld 
christian banners borne into their gates as trophies, 
the exultation of the light-minded populace was be- 
yond all bounds. 

The winter passed away; the spring advanced, 
yet Ferdinand delayed to take the field. He knew 
the city of Granada to be too strong and populous to 
be taken by assault, and too full of provisions to be 
speedily reduced by siege. " We must have patience 
and perseverance," said the politic monarch ; " by 
ravaging the country this year, we shall produce a 
scarcity the next, and then the city may be invested 
with effect. '^ 

An interval of peace, aided by the quick vegeta 
tion of a prolific soil and happy climate, had restored 
the vega to all its luxuriance and beauty ; the green 
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woiilfl tiol |MTiiii( (lie rfrriiioiiy; hut, hrticlitiK rmm 
Iii<i Niitlillr, (Tiiriniiiily riiit»riH'rfl liitii, litid rf*f|ill!Atf!d 
liiiii lo iniiniitH lii^ nlriMl.* Srvrriil roiirfroiiH ii|ii'f*rh- 
VH pifMifl l>rl\vrrti (lifiii; iiikI Oir rortt'CNii ntifl ritj 
of Atiiift'iii, mill nil ihr rniiiiiiiin^ ivrnior'wn of K\ 
/iii|Mil, wrtr flf-livrn-fl Up in 101111. VVhrti till ivm 
tin oiiiplmlinl, (lir nlil wiiirinr Motir rrtirrcl to i\m 
irioiiiiliiiii>i Willi II liuiiiiriil of tnllirrriiUi, lo nrirk Ut» 
\u'iiy tf-rnlory of Anflnntx, (o Imry Iiin liiiriiiJirttifHi 
frotii llir wnilil, {iiiil III roiinolr liitiiNrir Willi tim 
ullllflffWy llllr of 11 kill)',.! 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Events at Granada, subsequent to the submission of 

El ZagaL 

Who can tell when to. rejoice, in this fluctuating 
world ? Every wave of prosperity has its reacting 
surge, and we are often overwhelmed by the very 
billow on which we thought to be wafted into the 
haven of our hopes. When Yusef Aben Comixa, 
the vizier of Boabdil, surnamed El Chico, entered 
the royal saloon of the Alhambra and announced the 
capitulation of El Zagal, the heart of the youthful 
monarch leaped for joy. His great wish was accom- 
plished ; his uncle was defeated and dethroned, and 
he reigned without a rival, sole monarch of Granada. 
At length, he was about to enjoy the fruits of his 
humiliation and vassalage. He beheld his throne 
fortified by the friendship and alliance of the Cas- 
tilian monarchs ; there could be no question, there- 
fore, of its stability. "Allah Acbar !" exclaimed he, 
"God is great! Rejoice with me, oh Yusef; the stars 
have ceased their persecution. Henceforth let no 
man call me El Zogoybi." 

In the first moment of his exultation, Boabdil would 
have ordered public rejoicings ; but the shrewd Yusef 
shook his head. " The tempest has ceased," said he, 
" from one point of the heavens, but it may begin to 
rage from another. A troubled sea is beneath us, 
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and \vr nrr HiirroiiiKlcfl h\ rorkH niu\ i\mcUnn\\An\ Id 
my lord llir kin^ drfcr njoir 111^*1, until till linn nettled 
into n ralm/^ Kl < 'liiro, liowrvcr, roiiUI not remain 
tnuH|uil, in thin diiy of i'«til(a(ion : \w onlrrcd hii 
hUmmI (i) lir Ninii|>(uoiiH|y ra|>ariHonrd,and, iHHiiingout 
(>r Ihr ^ad^ of (lir Allianilira, drHCrndcd, wilh a glit- 
trrin^ n tinuc, alon^ the avfiinr of (rrcn and fouti* 
(aiiiM, in(o Ihr city, Id riTrivr tJK* arrlamationii of 
till* |Hi|Milarr. An lir rntrrrd tlir ^rrat ii(|iinr(* oftlie 
Vivarraint)la, lir hrhrld rrowdn of |m'(>|»Iv in violent 
agitation; but, an lie a|)|)roarhrd, what waM bin tur* 
|)risr, to lirar ^roauH and nnirniurn and humtii ofvie- 
cnitiont Till* tidini;H Imd Hpn'ad tll^)u^ll (iranadat 
that MiHry Alidalla v\ Za^al had lK*on driven to 
rapitulatr, and that all hin tctritoricR had fallen into 
the liandH of tlir. chrihtianH. No one had inquired 
into the* particularH, but all ( jninada Imd been thrown 
into a fcnnrnt of K^cf and indignation. In tho beat 
of ihit nionicMit, old Mulry wan (!xtollod to the akici 
aN a |)ati'iot prinrr, who had fought to tlie lant for the 
Halvation of liiH country — an a mirror of monarchn, 
Hcornin^ to ron)|>rotniftr tli<! dignity of hin cniwn by 
any art of vaHMala^r. Hoabdil, on the contrary, had 
lo(»krd on rxullinp;ly at tin* Iio|M'I('nh yrt heroic ntnigijle 
of bin unrlr; bi; bad njoirrd in the defeat of tlio 
faithful, and tb(* triumph of nnbelievrm; ho had hided 
in the dismiMnbrrmrni and downfall of the empire. 
Wlirn tbr*y brbcld bitn riding forth in ^orKrouH Htatc, 
on what tla^ rohnidiTr'd a day of humiliation for all 
tnie IVIoHlemH, tbry could not contain their rage; and 
amidttt the clumorH that met liiH ears, Doabdil more 
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than once heard his name coupled with the epithets 
of traitor and renegado. 

Shocked and discomfited, the youthful monarch 
returned in confusion ta the Alhambra. He shut 
himself up within its innermost courts, and remained 
a kind of voluntary prisoner until the first burst of 
popular feeling should subside. He trusted that it 
would 50on pass away ; that the people would be too 
sensible of the sweets of peace, to repine at the price 
at which it was obtained; at any rate, he trusted to 
the strong friendship of the christian sovereigns, to 
secure him even against the factions of his subjects. 

The first missives from the politic Ferdinand show- 
ed Boabdil the value of his friendship. The Catholic 
monarch reminded him of a treaty which he had made 
livhen captured in the city of Loxa. By this, he had 
engaged, that in case the Catholic sovereigns should 
capture the cities of Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, he 
would surrender Granada into their hands within a 
limited time, and accept in exchange certain Moorish 
towns, to be held by him as their vassal. Ferdinand 
now informed him that Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, 
had fallen; he called upon him, therefore, to fulfil 
his engagement. 

If the unfortunate Boabdil had possessed the will, 
he had not the power to comply with this demand. 
He was shut up in the Alhambra, while a tempest of 
popular fury raged without. Granada was thronged 
by refugees from the captured towns, many of them 
disbanded soldiers, and others broken-down citizens, 
rendered fierce and desperate by ruin. All railed at 
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|io:iIhIiI, :i* IIi< M :iI * :i>i>r of ill' If IMi>:rf#ltiJrj<'t!. Ilovr 
V. :i- li« lo Vffiliii< f'lilli in >tjr )i :i r'toriii / :i(>o\ I: Sill, 

\vt\W V.:i- lit lo t:ilk }o :i|r ll riM fl of »^IJIM-Il<l<:r? Ili 
lii^ f {'!> I'' I ' Mllii:iii<l, li< H\t\t>.tu\*'*\ tli<: «llfijf illlK-t 
tt{ lii^ -iliiJiliofi, :ifiil lli:if, i-o f:ii frodi lj:i\j(i;^ foiitr«il 
ovf f III- i-iilijfft-, III- VI ly liff %v:i>: in f]:iii;;<rr frorji 
till ir lijf iiuli ii' I . II' < filfi :it4 <1 iIk: kiii;(, tlii^nrfortf 

to If ^1 >.ililifil fol llif \n*>*\i\ Willi liih li.tJ'.ui iiAi' 
()ii( -l>, |iioijiiMit' Itifii tli^it 9-lioiiltl Ik* Im: :ilil(! (o r- 
(':iili fiiil I l(i)Mif ov< I III-'. ( :i)hI:iI :ilirl ifi*, JulialiifHnti!, 
jl V. oulil Iftjl Ih- \tt lull: ovi-f tlif:(ii uh va.»ti:;j| Ut tlif; 
^ '.i^llll:!!! I lo'.Vh. 

I'l fi|jii:iii«l *.v:i> not fo Iff ^:lli>^J4'fl Willi h.ijfJi a rfr|jl/. 
'JIh: llliir: \v:i> rofri<- lo liiifi^'^ lij:? ^'iillic of Jioliry in H 
I lo^.i-, :ifi<l fo ( oir-.iifiitii:il<r Inn < oiKjijrhl, \ty M^alitlg 
liiiii:^i-iroii till- tliioiK- offjc Allt:iiiihrii. IVorfrriHiuglfi 
I ofii^ifli r I'oiilfilil :i>. :i fiifllilf->:h iilly, who lia«l hrokefl 
Ili:- |ili}'lil< fl wohI, III- ili'.f sinjiil liiiii from \m fiieiid- 
hliijf, ami :ir|ili('i^M'fl :i mi oihI li-lfiT, liol to lli:il iiiofi- 
:iff li, hul fo fill- ( oiiifrrififlfrr'?: :iii<l < ouiiril offlift city. 
Ill: il('tii:iiiil('>l :i < oiii|il< fi- hiifM'fjilirr of fljc jilarCf 
Willi :ill flir :lllll^^ in llic )>o^>i'i^'-ioh cillifrr of (li<; cili' 
'/.i\i> ororofliif?^ wlioliml \ii i'\i\\y f:ik<'ii n-fii^«; williifi 
il.^. ^v:lllr^. 11 llii- iiiti:itiif :inh r^lionld i otii|fly with lliiis 
r.iiiiinion::, hi- |«fofiir-i<l llii in tlir ifiilul^i'tit Utriiv^ 
wliK li li:ifl Im i-n ;'i:iiili(l lo |i:i/:i, ^ jii:iilix, .'iml AluM:' 
ri:i ; il iIk y ^lionM n fii-r^ In: lliri'jifi-nrd tiji'fn with 
llii- /':ili' of M:il:.:':i.* 

'i'lii* iuvi-.>.:\yy ol (lie ( .'.illiolic iiionan:li |)ro<llJO:<l 
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the greatest commotion in the city. The inhabitants 
of the Alcaiceriaj that busy hive of traffic, and all 
others who had tasted the sweets of gainful com- 
merce during the late cessation of hostilities, were 
for securing their golden advantages by timely subj 
mission : others, who had wives and children, looked 
on them with tenderness and solicitude, and dreaded, 
by resistance, to bring upon them the horrors of 
slavery. 

But, on the other hand, Granada was crowded 
with men from all parts, ruined by the war, exaspe- 
rated by their sufferings, and eager only for revenge; 
with others, who had been reared amidst hostilities, 
who had lived by the sword, and whom a return of 
peace would leave without home or hope. Beside 
these, there were others no less fiery and warlike in 
disposition, but animated by a loftier spirit. These 
were valiant and haughty cavaliers of the old chival- 
rous lineages, who had inherited a deadly hatred to 
the christians from a long line of warrior ancestors, 
and to whom the idea was worse than death, that 
Oranada, illustrious Granada! for ages the seat of 
Moorish grandeur and delight, should become the 
abode of unbelievers. 

Among these cavaliers, the most eminent was 
Muza ben Abil Gazan. He was of royal lineage, of 
a proud and generous nature, and a form combining 
manly strength and beauty. None could excel him in 
the management of the horse, and dextrous use of all 
kinds of weapons: his gracefulness and skill in the 
tourney were the theme of praise among the Moorish 
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(laiiir?^, aiifl his prowr^is in the field had mndc hin 
thr Icirnr (if tlir riirinv. I h; h:i(l loii^ ivpiitod at 
(he timid )>f)h<'y oj' ISoahdil, and had endeavored to 
roiuifcrirt il^ (IK rvatin;^ ctfi'i'ts, and lo keep alive 
the martial hjiiril of (iraiiada. For ihifl rea*ion, be 
had pt'omotrd jmihts and tiltin^i^s with the reed, and 
all tliohc otluT puhlir. pimiM which hear the ficm- 
hiance of war. Ih; endravorcd also to inculcate 
into liiA companions in arms those hif^h chivalrous 
M'litimentH which lead to valiant and magnanimous 
deeds, hut which are apt to decline with the inde- 
pendence of a nation. 'J'he ^eneroiiii efTorts of Muza 
had heen in a great measure Huc<:eiiNful : he wa8 the 
idol of the youthful cavaliers; they regarded him as 
u mirror of chivalry, and endeavored to imitate his 
lofty and heroic \irtue.-). 

When Mu/a heard the* demand of Ferdinand that 
they should deliver up their arms, his eye flanhed 
fu'e: ** Does the chrihtian king think that we arc old 
imui,^^ said he, ^^ and that stalls will Huflice us?— or 
that we ar<: women, and can he contc^nted with dis- 
tatls ? Let him know that a iVIoor is horn to tlic Hpear 
and scimitar; to career the steed, hnnd the how, and 
lanch the jav(din: deprive him of these, and you de- 
prive him of his nature. If the christian king desires 
our arms, let him couw and win them; hut let him 
win iUcm dearly. For my part, sweeter were a 
grave heneath the walls of (Jranada, on the spot I 
had died to defend, than the richest couch witliin 
her palaces, earned hy suhmission to the unbeliever.^* 

The words of Muza were received with entliusi- 
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;ic shouts, bj the warhke part of the populace, 
^anada once more awoke, as a warrior shaking off 
fcgraceful lethargy. The commanders and council 
rtook of the public excitement, and dispatched a 
ply to the christian sovereigns, declaring that they 
>uld suflfer death rather than surrender their city. 
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ClIArTKU XXXIX. 

Haw King Ferdinand turned his hoMtiUties againM ik 

city of (aranada. 

WiiKN kin*5 FrnlitiJiiKl n'ccivrd Hm; dr^fiancc (if 
tlu: Moors, he; iiiiulr prcpanilioiis for hiUfr hostilities. 
Tlie winter k<;:isoii did not athnii of an immediate 
campaign; he contented himself, therefore, with 
throwing Htron;^ garrisons into all hin townH and for- 
tresHes in the neiglihorltood of (inmada, and gave tlie 
command of all the frontier of Jacn to Inigo I^pez 
de Mendoza, count of ^1 endilla, who had filiown 
mich conHiunniate vigilance an<l addrcHs in maintain- 
ing the dangfTous post of Alhania. 11u8 renowned 
vetenm eRtahlished his h(*ad-(|uarterR in the mountain 
city of Alcala la Real, within eight leagues of the 
city of Granada, and connnanding the most impor- 
tant pasHCH of that rugged frontier. 

In the mean time, the city of Cjranada resounded 
with the stir of war. The chivalry of the nation liad 
again control of its councils ; and tiie populace, 
having once more resumed their weapons, were 
anxious to wipe out the disgrace of their lute pas- 
sive submission, l>y signal and daring exploits. 

Muza hen Abil (jiazan was Ihc soul of action. lie 
commanded th<; cavalry, which he had disciplined 
with uncon)mon skill : he was surrounded hy the 
noblest youth of (jranada, who had caught his own 
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generous and martial fire, and panted for the field ; 
while the common soldiers, devoted to his person, 
were ready to follow him in the most desperate en- 
terprises. He did not allow their courage to cool 
for want of action. The gates of Granada once more 
poured forth legions of light scouring cavalry, which 
skirred the country up to the very gates of the chris- 
tian fortresses, sweeping off flocks and herds. The 
name of Muza became formidable throughout the 
frontier; he had many encounters with the enemy 
in the rough passes of the mountains, in which the 
superior lightness and dexterity of his cavalry gave 
him the advantage. The sight of his glistening 
legion, returning across the vega with long caval- 
gadas of booty, was hailed by the Moors as a revival 
of their ancient triumphs ; but when (hey beheld 
christian banners borne into their gates as trophies, 
the exultation of the light-minded populace was be- 
yond all bounds. 

The winter passed away; the spring advanced, 
yet Ferdinand delayed to take the field. He knew 
the city of Granada to be too strong and populous to 
be taken by assault, and too full of provisions to be 
speedily reduced by siege. " We must have patience 
and perseverance,'' said the politic monarch ; " by 
ravaging the country this year, we shall produce a 
scarcity the next, and then the city may be invested 
with effect.*^ 

An interval of peace, aided by the quick vegeta 
tion of a prolific soil and happy climate, had restored 
the vega to all its luxuriance and beauty ; the green 
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v/itli /Iff' ts :iri«l )if r<l>' . iKi hl'f'#rniii(/ rrf h^ir'U 'j^w 
^ttitttti^f iti iilf'ifi'l.ihf (cnl, iifi«l III'- oprn pUin fV4« 
Yfavtittf y/ilh np< fifiii/ "/rn. 'lli'- firri'' v/;** ^f ^i;ia4 
f'f |>>if Ml fli« aiiUU- :iri'l r< :i)f lh«' (('«M# n h;frv^4 
wIm'Ii KifUU n\y » t'lriMif fif v/:ir * nrttt- n'^^ffMt^ 
«1'fV/fi /rdrri llif rrioiiiil.iMi? ; :in«l I < rfhrf:iri/l, wiffi 4f» 
hrrny '^f fiv fli'fiis.uiW tcirs' ;ifi'l fw-nfy fff'/tfciir»4 
f'lfft, ii|f|i« :iM iM»« fori till v/iilU fff ^«r;iri:i'l;i, M#' h^^ 
UU fli«- '|iM « ri :in«l |ifMir(SQ ut tlif forlr«-c« of M^f^lfrif 
hfi'l f iiriM- iitffrnlff) hy l)i<- *\tt\t* of ,M«^/|fri;i ^tif|//rif4, 
III* rriur'|>M« of ''.ifl»/, llii- fri:if«|'if'« <!«' VtlU'Ui*^ ihf. 
#oiiriU fff t'ff n;i tiri'l 'iilir;!, f)frri Aloh/o '!«• AvMibrf 
hrifl fflli« r M'riov/ri««l MiviiliMa. On fhi^ orr;i«if^, 
bfrf(( I'VirlfntifMl /or Ol^ fifcl tiror k<l Im* «om prinr^ 
Jti»n into tlir fif'M, ^hhI |irQtow«-«1 dpon him f)M: /lit(- 
hifjr o/ kfif|/lifliorff|. Aq i/ Io «tirrHiliitr him it, yrjtttni 
9ii \m VI tttt'h^^i^ til* < rrr rnony took \thit r on fh«' l^fiU 
of fhf (/riMMl Miniil, uhnoef lir nrjilh fli«' f-rnh^ltM 
w»\U fif tlhit v/iirlikr f ffy, thr olijf r t #ff «if# h «1;irfrrt( 
rnlrrpricf s, fin<l in tli'- iiinUi of lli;it ftimoiu vr^ 
will' h hii'l hfMi f}i« Im lrl fif «o rniiny « liiviilroii« r^' 
|floifq. Ahovf tlif in elionr m s)ilMiflf-nl thr rMMowf*f!k 
frf tlif ADiiinilMii, MQint/ /rotn iininUI fh'lir ion* [rrttrf^f 
v/Mli fh'^ etsih'JMMl of Miilionift w(ivin(/ fMinnrrr f/» 
III'- ' hrUtiiin iiMMQ 

'Mir 'Ifilf* of .M« rliriJi .^iMloriMi, tiri'l IImt vti\mi 
f?o<l« nt/o \'i,ni i *|i f .' on, Mi(if'|ii' « of ( 'ti'li/, wi-fft 
.j.'inc/fi3; iif|f| 111) llif I III Villi y of flir ftirnp w(i« il«' 

Bf iiilil' /I /III ll|( or Mi::frMi. '1 Im pmi' '', (ifff'T h^ 'ASl« 

kni^lifcl, l»i«fov/iil fhr c'jinr lionoi on atvvrtK] voufb 
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fill cavaliers of high rank, just entering, like himself, 
on the career of arms. 

Ferdinand did not loiter, in carrying his desolating 
plans into execution. He detached parties in every 
direction, to lay waste the country; villages were 
sacked, burnt, and destroyed, and the lovely vega 
once more. laid waste with fire and sword. The 
ravage was carried so close to Granada, that the city 
was wrapped in the smoke of its gardens and ham- 
lets. The dismal cloud rolled up the hill and hung 
about the towers of the Alhambra, where the unfor- 
tunate Boabdil still remained shut up from the indig- 
nation of his subjects. The hapless monarch smote 
his breast, as he looked down from his mountain 
palace on the desolation effected by his late ally. 
He dared not even show himself in arms among the 
populace, for they cursed him as the cause of the 
miseries once more brought to their doors. 

The Moors, however, did not suffer the christians 
to carry on their ravages as unmolested as in former 
years. Muza incited them to incessant sallies. He 
divided his cavalry into small squadrons, each led by 
a daring commander. They were taught to hover 
round the christian camp ; to harass it from various 
and opposite quarters, cutting off convoys and strag- 
gling detachments ; to waylay the army in its ravag- 
ing expeditions, lurking among rocks and passes of 
the mountains, or in hollows and thickets of tlie 
plain, and practising a thousand stratagems and sur 
prises. 
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Th«* rliri-tian imiy h:iil oni- tlay «prrarl itself out 
rithi-r •iii:ri-(ri!« ill^ . Ill it-* r«'rk^iii(v alxiut tlic vfga. 
A 4 (h** tr'Mi|i4 i-iininui[i«l<-il hv thi: m.iri|(iO!4 of Villena 
nppri'ikt lit i1 t}if -kirt4 of tltt* nioiiritainff, i\u-y bclield 
a iinriilHT i-l' M«i<>ri-h pf it^^anM hiintilv clrivirii^a bcrl 
of iMttlir iiiti' a niirri'W i^lni. Tlit: ikoldir-ni, (.'ai^rr for 
Intiitv. prt-^-f il III |Hir'*iiit <>r thrm. Srarrclv had they 
tMilm-il ilii- u'* ". uIm'ii -iMHit* arn«4« fmni evcrj'side, 
ami tlii'V \\«Tt' t'iiri<i'i-U alfa<'krfl hv -An amhu^radf: of 
h<ir«t' :iih1 l'i»«it. S«im«' <>t*tli<; rhri*tiarw took to (['vjii\; 
nilif-iN «riMiil (li« ir i:riiiiiiil. ami fixji^lit valiantly. The 
MiM»r«< h:iii (Ih- \aiit.i:;«'-i:riiiiml; ?*omr «*liou-rrt-(l dart^ 
ami arri>\v4 tVurn tUv r\i\\'^ ol'tlit? nN-ks^othcn foijj^t 
haihi to ham 1 4Ui tht* plain ; whiit: their caTalnr, rapid 
as li^htnini; in tlii.ir movimcntH, carried Fiavoc aod 
confusion into tho midst of the christian forces. 

The man|iic(i do Villrna, witli his brother Don 
Alon/o d«: I'arheco, at tlio fir^t onjict of the Moon, 
spurred into tlie hottest of the fight. They had 
Htarcn rntfTCfl, whrn Don Alon/o was stnick lifelcsf 
from lii-* hon»«*, hrfonr tJio rvrs of his brother. Eh* 
(f'\an dt; Fji/oii, a gallant captain, fell fij^litin^ bravely 
by the sidr of the manpics, who remained, with liis 
cluknibrrlaiii Sojirr and a handful of knights, Mr- 
roiimlfd by the nirniy. Srvcnil cavaliers from otlicr 
parts of the anny hastmed to their a<i!«istance, when 
kin;; Kerdinand, seeing thai the MoorH liad the van- 
ta^^e-groiind and that the rhri*>tianH were .siiireriiif,' 
seven;ly, j^ave sij^iial for retreat. The marcpics obey- 
ed Hlowly and reluctantly, for his heart was full of 
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grief and rage at the death of his brother. As he 
XKras retiring, he beheld his faithful chamberlain So- 
lier defending himself valiantly against six Moors* 
The marques turned, and rushed to his rescue; he 
killed two of the enemj with his own hand, and put 
the rest to flight One of the Moors, however, in 
retreating, rose in his stirrups, and, hurling his lance 
at the marques, wounded him in the right arm and 
crippled him for life.* 

Such was one of the many ambuscadoes concerted 
by Muza ; nor did he hesitate at times to present a 
bold front to the christian forces, and to defy them 
in the open field. King Ferdinand soon perceived^ 
however, that the Moors seldom provoked a battle 
vritfaout having the advantage of the ground ; and that 
though the christians generally appeared to have the 
victory, they suffered the greatest loss ; for retreating 
was a part of the Moorish system, by which they 
would draw their pursuers into confusion, and then 
turn upon them with a more violent and fatal attack. 



* In consequence of this wound, the marques was ever after 
obliged to write his signature with his left hand, though capable 
of managing his lance with his right. The queen one day de- 
manded of him, why he had adventured his life for that of a do- 
mestic? " Does not your majesty think," replied he, " that I ought 
to risk one life for him who would have adventured three for me 
had he possessed them?" The queen was charmed with the 
magnanimity of the reply, and oflen quoted the marques as set- 
ting an heroic example to the chivalry of the age. — Mariana^ lib. 
25. c. 15. 
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lifiw W.I-'. Ill- lo hillt to KIM li tiMii tti •iiirr«'ri(l«'r ? In 
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n\f r III'*- Riilijf f |:i, lin Vf ry lifr vvim in (|:iii^fr from 
llii II liiiliiilf-iK «■. lie (tihisili-fl llic kiii^, flirn'ror^f 
lo ifcl Q.ilp:tif(l ioi Ihi- |iM'(;f-iil Willi lii« rcr.fTiil: loii' 
i|i|i'i-.U, |»foiii|i-.iii!', Iiifii lli:il i(li(»iilfl lie lifr IiMit Io ft.' 
(^llll iull « fii|iifi ovf r lilt r;i|Ml;il (iiifl it^ ililiiilMUiiM, 
il would Imf Im- lo iiilf: ovrr llirin fi« Vii«i«{il to tlir: 
I 'iinliliiiii nowii. 

KrMliiiiind w:!:: iiol lo lif c.;iliitrii'(| with ntirli n r^|il/« 
Tlic liiiM' w;m Miifii- lo III in/, liin ^^iiiii: it( polfrj to A 
( lottf, himI lr> roiiitiiiiiiMiilc lii^ < fiii()ii('M(, \fy urniiri^ 
liinitirirrifi llir lliioiir of t^<' Alliufiihni. Vrttfr%ninf^U» 
roimifl* r IioiiImIiI iit« ii Tiiillili'M iilly, wlio Imfl hroUttn 
liM plii'.lilcfl woffl, he ilhifiinlrd liim fiom lii* fricnrf' 
uliip, iiimI fifMir'Httfwl (I Iter oimI Icllcrf tiot to tli;it mori' 
finli, lull lo Ilir < ofruii^ifKlcf -q hihI i oiinril ofthfT #:iij« 
I If (lrin:ifMlf'f| fi < ofii|ilf-lf Kiiirrhdcr of tlir plnri!, 
Willi (ill IIm* (If irm in llic poxccii'ioii rilli/'r of I)m! r/tU- 
'/.i-iif. Of ofolliffii wli/iliiifl irt'i-ti\\y fcikfii i-iTii(^(! witliin 
il-} w.'tlU. iniif- iiiliiilHhiiiU (diofilil f ornpl^ with tlii« 
Riirnfnofi::, Im* |Moriii^<-f| llnfo llif ifidnl^fMit. t#-rrm 
wliM II Ii:m1 Im «'Ii |',r:iiih-<l lo l':i/:if ^ «ii:iilix, (iiii| AUfif.' 
rt'.i; il lli'-y t'lioiild ff-rii::«', Ik* lliffdlfticd tlirrn with 
llir i'iiii' of M;il;it';i.* 

TIm! rfM'^^;i('r. of IIm! C !;i|lio|{r. inotKin II \tnH\itf:t:A 
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the greatest commotion in the city. The inhabitants 
of the Alcaiceria^ that busj hive of traffic, and all 
others who had tasted the sweets of gainful com- 
merce during the late cessation of hostilities, were 
for securing their golden advantages by timely sub; 
mission : others, who had wives and children, looked 
on them with tenderness and solicitude, and dreaded, 
by resistance, to bring upon them the horrors of 
slavery. 

But, on the other hand, Granada was crowded 
with men from all parts, ruined by the war, exaspe- 
rated by their sufferings, and eager only for revenge; 
with others, who had been reared amidst hostilities, 
who had lived by the sword, and whom a return of 
peace would leave without home or hope. Beside 
these, there were others no less fiery and warlike in 
liisposition, but animated by a loftier spirit. These 
were valiant and haughty cavaliers of the old chival- 
rous lineages, who had inherited a deadly hatred to 
the christians from a long line of warrior ancestors, 
and to whom the idea was worse than death, that 
Granada, illustrious Granada! for ages tlie seat of 
Moorish grandeur and delight, should become the 
abode of unbelievers. 

Among these cavaliers, the most eminent was 
Muza ben Abil Gazan. He was of royal lineage, of 
a proud and generous nature, and a form combining 
manly strength and beauty. None could excel him in 
the management of the horse, and dextrous use of all 
kinds of weapons: his gracefulness and skill in the 
tourney were the theme of praise among the Moorish 
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mstic shouts, bj the warlike part of the populace. 
Graiiada once more awoke, as a warrior shaking off 
a disgraceful lethargy. The commanders and council 
partook of the public excitement, and dispatched a 
reply to the christian sovereigns, declaring that thej 
would sufier death rather than surrender their city. 
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dcr: "Trust," «aid lie, " to tlic magnanimity of the 
Castilian sovcrcignH; they will doubtless grant you 
high and honordble tenns. It is better to yield to 
tiiem as friendM, wliat they must infallibly and before 
long wrest from you as enemies ; for such, my cousio, 
is the almighty will of God !" 

" Alahuma subahana hu !" repeated El Zagal, "the 
will of God be done !" So the old monarch bowed 
his haughty neck, and agreed to surrender his terri- 
tories to the enemies of his faith, rattier than suffer 
Uiem to augment the Moslem power under the sway 
of his nephew. 

Cidi Yahye now returned to Baza, empowered by 
El Zagal to treat on his behalf with the christian 
sovereigns. The prince felt a species of exultation, 
as he expatiated on the rich relics of empire which 
he was authorized to cede. There was a great part 
of that line of mountains which extends from the 
metropolis to the Mediterranean sea, with their 
series of beautiful green valleys, like precious eme- 
ralds set in a golden chain. Above all, there weie 
Guadix and Almeria, two of the most inestimable /ii 
jewels in the crown of Granada. 

In return for these possessions, and for tlic claim 
of El Zagal to the rest of the kingdom, the sovO' 
reigns received him into their friendship and alli*!^^ 
ance, and gave him in perpetual inheritance the te^ '^^ 
ritory of Andarax and the valley of Alhaurin in the 
Alpuxarras, with half of the salinas or salt-pits of 
Maleha. lie was to enjoy the title of king of An- 
darax, with two thousand Mudexarcs, or conquered 
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liloors, for subjects; and his revenues were to be 
mad^ up to the sum of four millions of naarevedies.* 
Ml these he was Xo hold, as a vassal of the Castilian 
crown. 

These arrangements being made, Cidi Yahye re- 
turned with them to Muley Abdalla ; and it was con- 
certed that the ceremony of surrender and homage 
should take place at the city of Almeria. 

On the 17th of December, king Ferdinand depart- 
ed from Baza with a part of his army, and the queen 
soon followed with the remainder. Ferdinand passed 
in triumph by several of the newly-acquired towns, 
ei^ulting in these trophies of his policy rather than 
his t^alor. As he drew near to Almeria, the Moorish 
king came forth to meet him, accompanied by the 
prince Cidi Yahye, and a number of the principal 
inahbitants on horseback. The fierce brow of El 
Zagal was clouded with a kind of forced humility ; 
but there was an impatient curl of the lip, with now 
and then a swelling of the bosom and an indignant 
breathing from the distended nostril. It was evident 
he considered himself conquered, not by the power 
of man, but by the hand of Heaven; and, while he 
bowed to the decrees of fate, it galled his proud 
spirit to have to humble himself before its mortal 
agent As he approached the christian king, he 
alighted from his horse, and advanced to kiss his 
hand in token of homage. Ferdinand, however, re- 
spected the royal title which the Moor had held, ind 



* Cura do los Palacios, cap. 94. 
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would not pf:nnii the* ceremony; but, bending frooi 
hiii HSiddlc, gniciouKly itmUmcAtd him, and rcquefted 
bim to rc:iiioiiiit hiH Htricd.* .S(!venil courteous speecb* 
eH piifhcd l)f;tw<M:ii llicm; and tlic fortrcHH and citj 
of Altiierisi, and all the renianiinf^ territoricfl of El 
Za^il, w<;re delivcnMl up in form. When all wai 
acconipliHhed, the olfl warrior Moor retired to the 
mounlaiuH with a handful of adherenttt, to seek bit 
petty territory of Andarax, to hury hiH bumiliation 
from tin; world, and to couHole himHelf with the 
Hhadowy title of a kin^.t 

* Curndo luM ralaciof, c»p. &X t Pulgar, Gwibay, kc Sdb, 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Events at Granada, subsequent to the submission of 

El Zagah 

Who can tell when to rejoice, in this fluctuating 
world ? Every wave of prosperity has its reacting 
surge, and we are often overwhelmed by the very 
billow on which we thought to be wafted into the 
haven of our hopes. "When Yusef Aben Comixa, 
Ae vizier of Boabdil, surnamed El Chico, entered 
the royal saloon of the Alhambra and announced the 
Ciapitalation of E4 Zagal, the heart of the youthful 
monarch leaped for joy. His great wish was accom- 
plished ; his uncle was defeated and dethroned, and 
he Feigned without a rival, sole monarch of Granada. 
At length, he was about to enjoy the fruits of his 
humiliation and vassalage. He beheld his throne 
fortified by the friendship and alliance of the Cas- 
tilian moniarchs ; there could be no question, there- 
fore, of its stability. "Allah Acbar !" exclaimed he, 
'^God is great! Rejoice with me, oh Yusef; the stars 
have ceased their persecution. Henceforth let no 
man call me El Zogoybi." 

In the first moment of his exultation, Boabdil would 
have ordered public rejoicings ; but the shrewd Yusef 
shook his head. "The tempest has ceased," said he, 
" from. one point of the heavens, but it may begin to 
rage firom another. A troubled sea is beneath us, 

Vol. II. S 



7M5 A I lU.tt'tM I.I, Ol 

(iimI wi- ;iM' Riif i(fiiii'!< fl hy lixl'.:*. :ii»(i (jUM k»;ifiil« I Ui 
wy \ini\ tli( P-iii;'. <!' i* I f )'"' i'i/.^> iiiihl ifli li;m ft«-(ll«T<l 
into :i t :ilfn/' I'J < Iik o, Iio-ai v< i , « f/nM iiol ti'tumu 
fiiiii'|ijil, III tin:; f):iy tti f lulluliou : In- or'l^'fc'l lii< 

rAttt\ Uf \n- Qiiiii|fliioi|.-!ly < :i|iiiiii:f/iii «)^ :ilHlf |s:«iilii|{ «/f|t 
nf tlic (i;:ilf (J llif AIImiiiIm:!. ilf ^f f li«|( flf Willi it |^if^ 
f<-MfiL' It \tintf. ithnu* 111'- :ivi nu'- ol ti<i« iin'l ittnU' 
f.iiii.-^^ ihlo IIm- fily^ t«» fiffivf tin- :i( f |:frii:ilff#i» iti 
tin |i(i|iii|:if <•. A:: lif Mil(|((l llif (".M :il a(|ii:ir(: of fli«; 
V'iv:if r;irnl»l.i, li<- Im Iw I<1 t nr/,iU. t,i |)fff|/|i mi violwit 
ti:Ml;tli<iii ; l»i|l, ii:-. lit: :i|f|ffo;if In d^ wli;if Wii« liU Mir* 
|iii::«, to lii-:ii ^'io:iiin (iiiM loiiriiHlia iifi'l Iftllr.ffe it( trtty 

iriitiofi! 'I li«- tiflifi(/si li;i«j R|ir( ii'l Uiroii/li f«iafi9ii|iiif 
Orit Mulfy Ali(l:ill:i fl /ii{/iil liii'l lircii illlVfrM l/# 
f :f|iittil:it<'| iiimI lli:if (ill liic li'ifiloiM« Ii;ifl r;il|i':ii utUf 
till' li:iiifh of tlir I lifii:h:iii:;. No oim- Iiii«t iii«|iiir(rft 
into till- |iiiiti< iil;iiQ» lull (ill ^ifiiicifld Ii;m1 Ix-fri thrown 
into II fi'iimnt of |/im t ninl iii(li|.;iiiilioii* In tli«^ \nTni 
iti tin* inoifiMit, old Muli-y wna f-ktolli-fl Iff IIm: ftkic^ 
im (I pill not |}|iri« f-| who Ii;ifl foii(/lil to Itn- l:iatt for tli^. 
i::ilv:iltoii ttl inn ronnliy ti^. d iiiiiroi of irioiitinlKf 
ft(oiiiiii(/ \n f ifiii|Moi|ii«i< lli<- (litMiily of III* « loWfi hy 
liny (I' t ol ^itatiitUtyf ISoiilnlilf (»ii tin- <oril mrjr, hail 
lool<f-f| on i-«iillin(/ly :>t (In- Iiojm I< ^..-: yrl liffoir %! ni^f^k 
ol liiQ till! If- , 111 |i:ir| ttytttti\ in tin: «|i-r<'(il of flM; 
liiilliliily (iimI IIm liMiinpli oliinlM-lM'Vfrse; lif. hint tiiilMJ 
in (In- (li::nM rnln iffM III (in<l flov/nliill ol tin: i*rn|fir<r. 
Winn tin y In In Ul Inin inline l';i lli in |j;oi (/f/nik «t;iti:, 
on wliiil lln-y f oii::ifli i« <| n ihiy ol litiiiiili:ition lor nil 
tiuc iMo.-.lrint;^ tln-y ( onM not. i ontdin llnJi ni^o^^ dfiil 
nifinliit tin: (.liiinoiR tlidl iin.l liii: cur'ft, l^iiilnlil ttUttt: 
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than once heard his name coupled with the epithets 
' of traitor and renegado. 

Shocked and discomfited, the youthful monarch 
returned in confusion to the Alhambra. He shut 
himself up within its innermost courts, and remained 
a kind of voluntary prisoner until the first burst of 
popular feeling should subside. He trusted that it 
would -soon pass away ; that the people would be too 
sensible of the sweets of peace, to repine at the price 
at which it was obtained ; at any rate, he trusted to 
the strong friendship of the christian sovereigns, to 
secure him even against the factions of his subjects. 

The first missives from the politic Ferdinand show- 
ed Boabdil the value of his friendship. The Catholic 
monarch reminded him of a treaty which he had made 
vrhen captured in the city of Loxa. By this, he had 
engaged, that in case the Catholic sovereigns should 
capture the cities of Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, he 
would surrender Granada into their hands within a 
limited time, and accept in exchange certain Moorish 
towns, to be held by him as their vassal. Ferdinand 
now informed him that Guadix, Baza, and Almeria, 
had fallen; he called upon him, therefore, to fulfil 
his engagement. 

If the unfortunate Boabdil had possessed the will, 
he had not the power to comply with this demand. 
He was shut up in the Alhambra, while a tempest of 
popular fury raged without. Granada was thronged 
by refugees from the captured towns, many of them 
disbanded soldiers, and others broken-down citizens, 
rendered fierce and desperate by ruin. All railed at 
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ndabdil, ns llir real raiis<' rifllicir niihrortnncfl. How 
NvuM Ik* to Vf'iitiin* forlli in niich a stonii 7 — above all| 
how was lit* to talk to Hiirh rnrti of Hiirrciicler? Id 
li'iM reply to Kcnliiiatid, he n^prcHrntrd the difliculties 
of lif.M Hiliialioii, and Ihat, ho far from having control 
over his Kuhjccts, his very Vifv. whh in danger from 
tli(*ir tiirbulenr(>. lie entreated 1 he king, therefore, 
to rest Katislied for Ihe present with hifi recent con- 
(jiieMfM, proinisin^ him that HJiould he be able to re- 
gain full empire, over his capital and itH inhabitants, 
it would but be to rule over them aH vassal to the 
(/aHtilian crown. 

Ferdinand waH not to be Hatisfied with such a reply. 
The time wan come to bring bis game of policy to a 
cloNC, and to con.summatc his conrpiest, by seating 
hiniHC'lf on the throne of tSe Alhambra. Professing to 
c(mHid(T Roabdil as a faithlcHH ally, who had broken 
bin plighted word, he diHcanb^d him from his rriend- 
ship, and addr(;HH(;d a Hcvoud le.ttcr, not to that mon- 
arch, but to the commanderH and council of the city, 
lie demanded a complete surrender of the place, 
with all the amis in the poHH(!HHion either of the citi- 
z(!nH or of othern who had n;r<:ntly taken refuge within 
itH wall.H. If th(; inhabitants should comply with this 
summons, he promised them the indulgent tcrmfi 
whirh had Ix^en granted to Ha/a, (xuadix, and Almc- 
ria; if lliey slir)iild refuse*, Ihj threatened them with 
the fate of Malaga.* 

'^J'lie message of the (/atholic monarch produced 



* Cura do Iom Talacios, c»p. 00* 
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the greatest commotion in the city. The inhabitants 
of the Alcaiceriai that busy hive of traffic, and all 
others who had tasted the sweets of gainful com- 
merce during the late cessation of hostilities, were 
for securing their golden advantages by timely sub; 
mission: others, who had wives and children, looked 
on them with tenderness and solicitude, and dreaded, 
by resistance, to bring upon them the horrors of 
elavery. 

But, on the other hand, Granada was crowded 
with men from all parts, ruined by the war, exaspe- 
rated by their sufferings, and eager only for revenge; 
with others, who had been reared amidst hostilities, 
who had lived by the sword, and whom a return of 
peace would leave without home or hope. Beside 
these, there were others no less fiery and warlike in 
disposition, but animated by a loftier spirit. These 
were valiant and haughty cavaliers of the old chival- 
rous lineages, who had inherited a deadly hatred to 
the christians from a long line of warrior ancestors, 
and to whom the idea was worse than death, that 
Granada, illustrious Granada! for ages the seat of 
Moorish grandeur and delight, should become the 
abode of unbelievers. 

Among these cavaliers, the most eminent was 
Muza ben Abil Gazan. He was of royal lineage, of 
a proud and generous nature, and a form combining 
manly strength and beauty. None could excel him in 
the management of the horse, and dextrous use of all 
kinds of weapons: his gracefulness and skill in the 
tourney were the theme of praise among the Moorish 
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<1:iiiirs, ami liis provvrss in the field had mndc him 
\Ur tcrrnr (»f Ihr rtiniiy. lli: had loii^ repined at 
(he (iiiiid policy of HoalMlil, and had ondctiviircd to 
roiinlrract ils riirr\aliM'^ rfff'r.tH, and U> kiM*p alive 
\\\r. martial spirit of (iianada. For Ihifl rcaHon, he 
had promoted jousts and liltin;{M with tlic rrscd, and 
all those f>ther piihlir ^amcH \vhi<'.h hear (ho ficm- 
hlancc of war. lie endeavored also to incnlcalc 
into hi.s rompanioiiH in arnm those high cliivalnius 
Nfuitime.nt.M which lead to valianl and niaf^nanimouB 
de<!dM, hut which are apt to dirclinc; with the indc- 
pend<;nc.e of a nation. TIk; ^eneroiiH eflortH of Miixa 
had h(*en in a ^real measure HtirceiiHfijI: he waH the 
idol of the yotithfiil eavalierH; they regarded him as 
a mirror of chivalry, and endeavored to imit^itc hii 
lofty and lieroic, virtue.^. 

When Mu/.a heard the; demand of Ferdinand that 
they nhould deliver up their arms, his eye flaHh<!d 
fire: *•*• \}(}CH the christian kin^ think that we are cdd 
men,^^ Haid her, ^^ and that stafls will Huflir.e ijhT — or 
that we an: women, and can he cont(;nted with diH- 
tatls ? Let him know that a Moor \h horn to the Hpear 
and Hcimitar; to car(>er the st(!ed, hend the how, and 
lanch the javfdin: deprive! him of these, and yon de« 
prive him of his naturcr. If the christian kin^ denircH 
our arms, let him come and win tlu^m; hut let him 
win tli(!m dr-arly. For my part, Hwcreter were a 
^rave hencrath the walls of (jranada, on tlie Hpot I 
had died to defend, than the richest couch within 
her palaces, eanic-d hy Huhmission to the unheliever." 

The words of Muza were received with enthusi- 
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astic shouts, by the wariike part of the populace. 
Gnmada once more awoke, as a warrior shaking off 
a disgraceful lethargy. The commanders and council 
partook of the public excitement, and dispatched a 
reply to the christian sovereigns, declaring that they 
would sufier death rather than surrender their city. 
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rilAPTKU XX XIX. 

Itaw Kinff Vr.rdinttnd lurnrd hh hnMlilHiM a^nitut Ik 

rlty iif iirnmida. 

Wfir.iv V\u^ Vvr^\'\^\u\\^\ M'M-iv#'<l llii; liirfiMnrf; iif 
IIm! MoorN, \\v. iriiifh' |>n'|i;ir;i(ioii«i for liitlrr hfrnlilitiiau 
Till: winl«Tr M^nnon <li<l not (KlriiK of un imm<:«li»f<5 
rtimpiii^ti; Im! ronlrtitrd hiriinrir, Wwrv.Unv.^ with 
throwtfi^ iitroii^ ^MrriHonn into all hid towtiN «ii#] for- 
tnT«Mi!N in th<* ni'i^^liliorhfHxl of (iniri;i<ln, nnil pivi; the 
romm»rifl of nil thi! front irr of .l»«rti lo lrli^o I^ypex 
ill! Mi:ndo/fi, i:oiitit of Trinlilln, wlio \\m\ fiiiown 
Mirli i:onfiiiriini»ti! viphinrr (iiM mlilnrM in mfiintMn- 
iii^ tlif; flari^f-roii:! |>oMt of Alti;iirisi. Tliiii rcnowfiad 
vi:li:nifi iTfittilili«li<'<l lii«i \m".u\ (jiuirtrni in tin: ttumuinm 
rifjr of AInihi hi iC<'»t, witliin I'i^ht l<T;i^iir!N of llift 
r,il)' of (ininii<l;t, nn^l rommanflin^ tim rnoHt im|>or- 
tfint |mMi:M of that ni).^(;<'<l front irr. 

In tin*, rnrun tiini!, tlir vMy ttt (irana'la rfMiiirMlfrd 
with th#! iitir of war. TIk^ rhivalry of thr nation \mA 
n^ain control of itn rounriU; anil the |»o|Milai:#r, 
having onrr: hiom: rt-^MUwA \\\v\r w(Ta|;onii, wi:rf; 
nnxioijK to wi|i(T out thf: Hi^tf^rarr. of thrir late pa*' 
%\\v. iiiil)(nir.tion, \ty vij'rial ;infl <l;irin(;rxi»loitii« 

Mii/a h*^u A III! (#a/;in w;m tlir koijI of action. II<t 
rornrnarirli'd the ravalr^, vvhii-h hr had fliHripJinrii 
with iinr.(;niniori ftkill: hi: wan Hifrrounded hy llx; 
nohhrfit j'oiith of (iranada, wlir» had eau/^lit hifl own 
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generous and martial fire, and panted for the field ; 
while the common soldiers, devoted to his person, 
were ready to follow him in the most desperate en- 
terprises. He did not allow their courage to cool 
for want of action. The gates of Granadk once more 
poured forth l^ons of light scouring cavalry, which 
skirred the country up to the very gates of the chris- 
tian fortresses, sweeping off flocks and herds. The 
name of Muza hecame formidable throughout the 
frontier ; he had many encounters with the enemy 
in the rough passes of the mountains, in which the 
superior lightness and dexterity of his cavalry gave 
him the advantage. The sight of his glistening 
legion, returning across the vega with long caval- 
gadas of booty, was hailed by the Moors as a revival 
of their ancient triumphs ; but when they beheld 
christian banners borne into their gates as trophies, 
the exultation of the light-minded populace was be- 
yond all bounds. 

The winter passed away; the spring advanced, 
yet Ferdinand delayed to take the field. He knew 
the city of Granada to be too strong and populous to 
be taken by assault, and too full of provisions to be 
speedily reduced by siege. " We must have patience 
and perseverance," said the politic monarch ; " by 
ravaging the country this year, we shall produce a 
scarcity the next, and then the city may be invested 
with effect." 

An interval of peace, aided by the quick vegeta 
tion of a prolific soil and happy climate, had restored 
the vega to all its luxuriance and beauty ; the green 
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|)ii«iliirrH on Oil* \nm\tr^. «if flir Xt'tw\ w#T#r r.oyt'.ffi 
Willi flfirk*! :itiil Im'mI^ ; llir MfMHiiiii^ on liarfU ^kw 
|»rotniM* of iilfiiti<l:iiit (mil, aiiil \Ur o|»c:ii |iliiin wm 
wiiviii^; willi ri|if-iiiii|'. < oni, Tlir liiiir w»h til itatti 
in |iiit ill i\u: huUU' and n-ap lli«! ^f»li|f*n hsirvfsrf, 
Vf\u'U iiinl(l<-nly a iinnui of war rntiif? iiwrir|iiri;{ 
ilown from tlir inomifainit ; anil Kmlinanfl, willi aft 
nnuy ol* live tlioii>tanfl lioiBr an«l twrnly flioiiiiatKl 
fool, a|)|>ran*fl Ix'fon- IIk* walli oI' (iranada. Iff* hni 
h'h llir (|n«'<-n and jninf i-^h al llii* Unirrtsn of Mfjt.hUf 
nml ranir allrnflnl Uy \\ir dnkr of Mi'dina SUhntti, 
iht'. inanpn'n of (.'aili/, llir twin\urM ilit Villf'nn, Uif; 
r.oiiiiN of fJn-na and ^''ahra, Hun Alon/o dfi A^iifbr, 
niid ollurr n'nown^d ravaliriti. On tliin orcanMHi, 
kin^ I'Vidinand for tlif; lif>l liinf! Ird hiit noii |irifici; 
•linin into llw: fndd, and hi-ttfowi'd upon him Ui« diK' 
iiity of kni^lillioiHl. Ah if to »iliniul»l«: him to mrmii 
nf'hirv<!nM'iilH, llifr fcn-mony lfM»k \iUu:f. on tint hatik* 
of llip f^rand ranal, alniohl licni'alh iUt* itmhatM 
walln of fliaf warlike: rily, IIm* ohjrrl of mtt.U daring 
i«nl«rr|iriitf*H, and in llw niid>il of thai famouii vq^ 
whirh had liircn i\n'. (irld id' no many rhivalroiin n* 
|doitH. Ahovf- Ihi'm nlionc rotidcnfji-nt th«T n:d lowi'fi 
ofthr Alhandfra, lihinc^ rrom amid*;!. drliriouH (^roVfni, 
with thf. fifandtiid of IVIahomf!!. waving tMiuwiti I" 
thf: f hrUtian aniitf. 

TUf (UiUr. tii' lV1<'din:i Sidonia, and th<r vnliafji 
Kodi'iijM, Tont «' d<' lif'on, nian|iiMi id' ^'adi/, wiifn? 
.J»<lh^.ol«; and all lliir i Invalry of Ilir rani|> wau at- 
Minldi'd on (III- III I :i:'ion. 'Hii* jirim i', aCtiT \u* WM 
kni|;lil.i:d, bi::*.(owi'd Ihc icinic linnor f>n tfi:v(:Mil youlb^ 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 215 

fill cavaliers of high rank, just entering, like himself, 
on the career of arms. 

Ferdinand did not loiter, in carrying his desolating 
plans into execution. He detached parties in every 
direction, to lay waste the country ; villages were 
sacked, burnt^ and destroyed, and the lovely vega 
once more. laid waste with fire and sword. The 
ravage was carried so close to Granada, that the city 
was wrapped in the smoke of its gardens and ham- 
lets. The dismal cloud rolled up the hill and hung 
about the towers of the Alhambra, where the unfor- 
tunate Boabdil still remained shut up from the indig- 
nation of his subjects. The hapless monarch smote 
his breast, as he looked down from his mountain 
palace on the desolation effected by his late ally. 
He dared not even show himself in aims among the 
populace, for they cursed him as the cause of the 
miseries once more brought to their doors. 

The Moors, however, did not suffer the christians 
to carry on their ravages as unmolested as in former 
years. Muza incited them to incessant sallies. He 
divided his cavalry into small squadrons, each led by 
a daring commander. They were taught to hover 
round the christian camp ; to harass it from various 
and opposite quartern, cutting off convoys and strag- 
gling detachments ; to waylay the army in its ravag- 
ing expeditions, lurking among rocks and passes of 
the mountains, or in hollows and thickets of tlie 
plain, and practising a thousand stratagems and sur 
prises. 
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TUi'. tUfUiUiU tinny li:i«l him* day M\trf'iul iUHf out 
riillit-r ijii^iiiii<li'<ll)', ill ifii i'inin(iu^ iilioiil lli4: virjjy. 
An IIh' trof>|fH roiiuiiiiiHlifl bjr tin: iii{in|iH-ii of Vill«bt 
ii|)|)ro:ii li<-<l i\u' tiUitin of tin* iiioutiliiiiik, i\u:y lieli^M 
M ihiiiiIm'I' of Mooiinli |M':ihiiiila liantily driving a heri 
of fiiltlr into 11 ijiiMow \.[U'U, 'V\it: i}olilif'i>, fup^i-r (ur 
liooty, |it'fhh<'fl in |fin>uit of flii'in. Srunirly Ijtui ttur) 
4:nt«'rf'fl llic ^Irii, wlifii hlionlh aioM! from i?VM'y fej(i<-, 
liiifl Mji'^ w<'I'<' Uiivmnly t%\iiu kt-A \ty an aiiiljiJM.ailiror 
|joif!it and fool. Sonii' orUitr iliiJAfiaiih took to fli^lit; 
otlii'in tiiittui III! ir ground, aiifl lou^lil valiantJy. 'l\tt: 
Mooi'h had till: vanla^r (/round; hoini* felioW4?n:d iittfi* 
iind aiTowti fioin flir rlilln (ffllii! rorki;, otiii-.n foii|^il 
liand to liand tui Ww. jdain ; wliili; llirir mvalry, ni|iid 
ah li^ljtnin^ in tlnrir niovfiiifmU, <:siiTi4-d havoc luul 
coiifiiAion into th«; inidnl of th<t rhrikLian furce«, 

'J'hti inar«|ij<!ii di: Vilh:nu, witli hin brother Doo 
Aloti/o d<: l'a<:h<:4:o, at the firvt on«i;t of the Moortf, 
HpijiTeil into tiie hothibt of the ti^ht. They but 
«(:ar<:e iMit<;i'ed, when l>on Alon/o wait Htriiek hfeli^w 
from hiri hoi-ne, hefoie llie eyi'is of Iiih brother. Et' 
tevan t\r. I ji/on, a gallant raplain, fell h{;htiii^ hnively 
hy the nide of lh<! niari|ueri, who remained, with lii« 
t:liamlM'rlain Sidier and a handful of kni^htn, nut' 
roinid«:d hy the enemy. Several eavalieiii from oUi<:r 
jiarU of llie army haoti-ned lo their abnitstance^ when 
kin^ l''«'rdinand, hieing thai the Moorb had the van- 
fa^!! --^oound and thai (he diribtiahb were bullerin^ 
heverely, j/ave hi^nal lor ret real. The man|iie« oliey- 
ed blowly and relin:tantly, tor hib heart was full of 
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grief and rage at the death of his brother. As he 
Was retiring, he beheld his faithful chamberlain So- 
lier defending himself valiantly against six Moors* 
The marques turned, and rushed to his rescue; he 
killed two of the enemy with his own hand, and put 
the rest to flight. One of the Moors, however, in 
retreating, rose in his stirrups, and, hurling his lance 
at the marques, wounded him in the right arm and 
crippled him for life.* 

Such was one of the many ambuscadoes concerted 
by Muza ; nor did he hesitate at times to present a 
bold front to the christian forces, and to defy them 
in the open field. King Ferdinand soon perceived^ 
however, that the Moors seldom provoked a battle 
without having the advantage of the ground ; and that 
though the christians generally appeared to have the 
victory, they suffered the greatest loss; for retreating 
was a part of the Moorish system, by which they 
would draw their pursuers into confusion, and then 
tiim upon them with a more violent and fatal attack. 



* In consequence of this wound, the marques was ever aftet* 
obliged to write his signature with his left hand, though capable 
of managing his lance with his right. The queen one day de- 
manded of him, why he had adventured his life for that of a do- 
mestic? " Does not your majesty think," replied he, " that I ought 
to risk one life for him who would have adventured three for me 
had he possessed them?" The queen was charmed with the 
magnanimity of the reply, and often quoted the marques as set- 
ting an heroic example to the chivalry of the age. — Jilariana^ lib. 
25. c. 15. 

Vol. II. T 28 
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Ho cnrnmnnArj] hi* mpfiiitiflf iUrrrforr.^ io iloclme dl 
chullmigiTfi to Hkirriilflli, niid (o piirfific ft necure »jtitm 
of Aenir\»ci\ou^ rnvii^trig Uio country, and doing •! 
poMible injury t^i Iho Gnomji with iliglit risk to 
Ibefmelrei. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

The fate of the Castle of Roma, 

About two leagues from Granada, on an eminence 
commanding an extensive view of the vega, stood the 
strong Moorish castle of Roma, a great place of refuge 
and security. Hither the neighboring peasantry drove 
their flocks and herds, and hurried with their most 
precious effects, on the irruption of a christian force; 
and any foraging or skirmishing party from Granada, 
on being intercepted in their return, threw themselves 
into Roma, manned its embattled towers, and set the 
enemy at defiance. The garrison were accustomed 
to, these sudden claims upon their protection; to have 
parties of Moors clattering up to their gates, so hotly 
pursued that there was barely time to throw open 
the portal, receive them within, and shut out their 
pursuers; while the christian cavaliers had many a 
time reined in their panting steeds, at the very ea- 
trance of the barbacan, and retired, cursing the strong 
walls of Roma, that robbed them of their prey. 

The late ravages of Ferdinand, and the continual 
skirmishings in the vega, had roused the vigilance of 
the castle. One morning early, as tlie sentinels kept 
watch upon the battlements, they beheld a cloud of 
dust advancing rapidly from a distance : turbans and 
Moorish weapons soon caught their eyes; and as the 
whole approached, they descried a drove of cattle, 
urged on in great haste, and convoyed \}j on,e buDr 
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cin'fl ttut\ i'li'iy Mooi:^, wild li f| Willi llii'rn (wo ttiiik 
tiiiii I :i|flivf-ii 111 t lijiiin. 

Wlirii flu* ( :iv;iliM(lii Ii:mI tinivnl tif-ur lo llii' I'Milbr, 
11 MfHMinli f aviilii'i, (fl tinlflf iiiul < <ftnffiuii<liii|(f n$iti$ 

UUt\ ii|)|r||f)ii) iilliM', I'mIi- i||f Iff fill' liriol (inilir lifWrt, 
HUii <!rih<'iifi'fl iiiliiiill:iii( c. Ill- Miitfil lliul llM'jr Wf.fti 
ri'turnih^ with ii« h \u»ii\y itimt u Untiy inlo iUt^ UikU 
ni' tht' ( liimliiiiiii, liul tliiif ll(i' fiicnty wua on tittir 
li'iiri'*, iihfl flif-y (t-.tH'ii ttf he ovf-HiikiMi licforr littf 
rofilfl ii':if li Ciiiihii'la. 'J'lic ci'iiliiiili} tU'ttj-uiUitl iu 
nil lliiati', lillfl Huti^', if|frh I Ik* \fU\i'n, TliCf loflfi; i;ttVlll' 

^iiflii (|f'(ili'(l info f|j«- f oiiiU of llif r (ifellf^, wliifJi wtfft: 
fkitnti U\Uu\ Willi lowiiif/ and lfl<-(iliii|£ Hot k» uml hf;rili| 
Willi Ji<ri({liin|/^ iiikI iiliiiii|»in(/^ »l<'rilii, uti<l wild ti^^ruy 
lo^ibin^ Moor« ffom lli#; inoiinLittm. 'I'lifr luvuiiKf 
who iutil Jtolii-il ufhiiiccion w:t« th<« iUu^i'itiiUa \»ttfif\ 
lu* wiiv t:<itfii'wh(il iiflvtiiif cil id lih-,orii Utfiy uutl ^U 
hint III unii(/, and had wilh hiin ii tioii, u yoiinj^ mMi 
off/ri'Ml hnr and i!|Mnl. T'loci- \iy Ihrm loMow^d Cluir 
two < III iislian < a|fliv<'n, wilh hfokie «:»«! down uimI di»* 
roiiKolati'. 

Thr mdihrri! ol lh<' i/aniisoii hail roi|«i'd lh<'ni«Hv«9 
frtmi llicii i:l«'('{), and w<'i<' hutdy o« ' iifiwd atli'iidiiii^ 
l(i Ihr <allh' wliM h iiowilfd lh<: < oiirU ; wliih? ilitt 
fora{/in{/ paily ilifehihoU d Ihcnikilvi « ahoul lh<^ i.iUlkr, 
til fji'U M hi a>hifii-nl lit ic|Mi>:i'. hudih'idy ti *lifHii 
Sfitfitt't fh:if witti I « ho< d hotn fourl-yaid, ami ImH, 
hiid haflli'iiMnl. 'I hi f-'aiiiKon^ aktotiuhrd mimI U^ 
wddcM'd, would hav<- io«lM-d (o fh< u utut*, hot (oiJli^ 
lh<'fnt:i'lv< ft, ahnotsl Ik/om' Ihcy < ould niak'r rc^feiaetttli'^ 
coni|d<:(<'ly in iUt: |Miw<:r oi an <;tM-niy. 
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The pretended foraging party consisted of Mu- 
dexares, or Moors tributary to the christians; and 
the commanders were the prince Cidi Yahye, and 
his son Alnayer. They had hastened from the moun- 
tains with this small force, to aid the Catholic sove- 
reigns during the summer's campaign ; and they had 
concerted to surprise this important castle, and pre- 
sent it to king Ferdinand, as a gage of their faith, and 
die first fruits of their devotion. 

The politic monarch overwhelmed his new con- 
Ferts and allies with favors and distinctions, in return 
ibr this important acquisition; but he took care to 
dispatch a strong force of veteran and genuine chris- 
tian troops, to man the fortress. 

As to the Moors who had composed the garrison, 
Cidi Yahye remembered that they were his country- 
mea, and £ould not prevail upon himself to deliver 
tbem into christian bondage. He set them at liberty, 
and permitted them to repair to Granada ; — " a 
proof,'' says the pious Agapida, ^ that his conversion 
was not entirely consummated, but that there were 
still fiome lingerings of the infidel in his heart" His 
lenity was far from procuring him indulgence in the 
opinions of his countrymen ; on the contrary, the in- 
habitants of Granada, when they learnt from the 
liberated garrison the stratagem by which Roma had 
been captured, cursed Cidi Yahye for a traitor; and 
ffae garrison joined in the malediction. 

But the indignation of the people of Granada wa« 
destined to be aroused to tenfold violence. The old 
warrior Muley Abdalla el Zagal had retired to his 

T2 
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little mountain territory, and for a Hhort time endea- 
vored to console hiniHelf with liiH petty title of king 
of Andarax. He loon grew impatient, however, of 
tlie quiet and inaction of liiH mimic kingdom. Hii 
fierce Hpirit wan exaHpenited hy lieing shut up within 
•uch narrow limitM, and liiH hatred roHe to downright 
fury agaiuHt Hoal>dil, whom he couHidercd ai the 
cause of his downfall. When tidingn were brought 
him that king Ferdinand wafl laying waste tlie vega, 
he took a Budden resolution. Assemhling the whole 
dispoflahle force of his kingdom, which amounted but 
to two hundred men, he descended from the Alpuxar- 
raa and sougiit the christian camp, content to serre 
as a vassal the enemy of his faith and his nation, so 
that he miglit see Granada wrested from tlie sway of 
his nephew. 

In his blind passion, the old wrathful monarch in- 
jured his cause, and strengthened the cause of his 
adversary. The Moors of (jlranada had been clamor- 
ous in his praise, extolling him as a victim to his pa- 
triotism, and had refused to believe all reportit of his 
treaty with the christians; but when they beheld, 
from the walls of the city, his banner mingling with 
the banners of the unbelievers, and arrayed against 
his late people, and the capital he had commanded, 
they broke forth into curneH and revilings, and heaped 
all kind of stigmas upon his name. 

Their next emotior), of course, was in favor of 
Boa!)(iil. Tlu7 gjithenul under the walls of the Al- 
hanibni, and hailed him as their only hope, as Uic 
sole dependence of the country. Uoabdil could 
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scarcely believe his senses, when he heard his name 
mingled with praises and greeted with acclamations. 
Encouraged by this unexpected gleam of popularity, 
fae ventured forth from his retreat, and was received 
with rapture. All his past errors were attributed to 
the hardships of his fortune, and the usurpation of 
lus tyrant uncle; and whatever breath the populace 
could spare from uttering curses on El Zagal, was 
expended in shouts in honor of El Chico. 
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IhfW Hoahdil d Chiro took the Jlrhl; and hU txpeiitk 

af^airiMt Alkrndin, 

For thirty (hiyfi, hail Wm vr^ been overrun by the 
rhrifltiari forrcfl ; and that vant plain, late no luxuriftlit 
and hraiififiil, wan oiu; wid'! m:v.%\g of desolation. 
Th(! d(^^t^oyirl^ army, having arrompliRhed its task, 
paAAf'd ovrr thn hrid^c of PinoN and wound up into 
the moiftitaihH, on (he way to C/ordova, hearing away 
the npoilH of townn and villager, and driving ofTflocki 
and herd<i in lon^ dtisty roliimnfl. The sound of the 
laKt rhrittian tnimprt dictd away along the side of 
the moil nf a in of Klvira, afid not a hojitile squadron 
was seen glifttefiing on the nionniful fields of the 
ve^a. 

The eyes of Koahdil el ('hiro were at length 
opened to the n^al poliry of king Ferdinand, and he 
saw that he had no longer afiy thing to depend upon 
but the valor of his ami. No time was to be lost in 
haste.niiig to eoiinterart the efTeet of the late chris- 
tian ravage, and in opening the channel for distant 
stipprH's to (iranada. 

Srarrely had the retiring srpjadrons of Ferdinand 
disappeared among the mountains, when Boabdil 
buckled on his armor, sallied forth from the Alliam* 
bra, and prepared to take; the field. When the popu- 
lace beheld him actually in arms against his late ally, 
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both parties thronged with zeal to his standard. The 
hardy inhabitants also of the Sierra Nevada, or 
chain of snow-capped mountains which rise above 
Granada, descended from their heights, and hastened 
into the city gates, to proflFer their devotion to their 
youthful king. The great square of the Vivarrambla 
fihone with the proud array of l^ons of Cavalry, 
decked with the colors and devices of the most an- 
cient Moorish families, and marshalled forth by the 
patriot Muza to follow the king to battle. 

It was on the 15th of June, that Boabdil once 
more issued forth from the gates of Granada on mar- 
tial ienterprise. A few leagues from the city, within 
full view of it, and at the entrance of the Alpuxarra 
mountains, stood the powerful castle of Alhendin. 
It was built on an eminence, rising from the midst 
of a small town, and commanding a great part of the 
v^a, and the main road to the rich valleys of the 
Alpuxarras. The castle was commanded by a valiant 
christian cavalier named Mendo de Quexada, and 
garrisoned by two hundred and fifty men, all season- 
ed and experienced wairiors. It was a continual 
thorn in the side of Granada: the laborers of the 
vega were swept off from their fields, by its hardy 
soldiers ; convoys were cut off, in the passes of the 
mountains; and as the garrison commanded a full 
view of the gates of the city, no band of merchants 
could venture forth on their needful journeys, with 
out being swooped up by the war-hawks of Alhendin. 

It was against this important fortress, that Boabdil 
first led his^ troops. For six days and nights, the for- 
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(ii'HH WiiH t'\iisi'\y l»f*^ir^ril. 'Hu* iiWnyiU* And liii fct* 
mil ^iii'i'iMtii ilcfriiflnl flirtiiHiflvrH viilifinlljr, kutthej 
wi'H' I'kliiiiintrd hy (iifi^iii: iiMil roiiMtiint walcbfut 
iM'hn; i'tn- iUf MooM, liriii^ ronliiiijHlly relieved fajr 
rrchli ff-ffopN Iroiii (iniiiaila, kepi up un unremitted 
uihI vl^flrollh iillark. Twirr the htivUactiu wan forced, 
fiiiil twirr tlic {i»i*f:iiliiiitH wiTe driven forth hfitd* 
toll^ with ekcrnnivi: Iohn. The ^ilrnMon, however, 
WiiH diiiiifii*)h<'d in iiiitiihrr Uy (he kilhrd und wound' 
ed ; Ihrre wmi* no Inn^rr Mildiei'N huffieient to nitll 
\Ur wallif and ^sll(•\vay; and ihe hnive aleayde Wti 
conipellrd lo ii-lirc, wilh hiii Nurvivinf{ force,'to the 
keep fd' lh<t ra'tlle, in which he eonliuucd to make A 
di'Mperate renihlance, 

'I'he Moorri now approached (ho foot of the tower, 
under hheller of wooden McreenH covered witli wet 
hid«!M, lo ward uiY niiHHih;N and eonibuHtikleN. Th^ 
went lo work vi^oroiihly to uiidennine tije tower, 
placing proprt of wood under the foundationf, to fie 
aftfrrwardN net on tire, ho an to ^ive the iMssiegen 
tiuM! to encape hefore lh(! edifice fihould fall. Home 
of llii* MoorM ]»lied their c.roHM-howN and anpiehuMMM 
to dcfi'iid the workmen, and to drive the chriiitiAni 
fioifi tlif^ wall; while thi: latter hhowered down 
hloncH, and dartM, and incited jdtch, and flaming com* 

huhlihlcn, on thr liiitierri. 

'i'lic hravit lV]i-ii(lo de (^iicxada had cant many an 
aiikioijM (•)<• aciofiJi the ve^',a, in liopew of Neeiiig Home 
chriHliaii fon-r hahtenin^ to liiM aHNihtaiice. Not a 
^Icain of Hpcar or helm wari lo he dencried, for no 
one had dieaiiit of thiri Hudden irruption of the 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 227 

►ors. The alcajde beheld his bravest men dead 
wounded around him, while the remainder were 
kii^ with watchfulness and fatigue. In defiance 
all opposition, the Moors had accomplished their 
le; the fire was brought before the walls, that 
s to 'be applied to the stancheons, in case the 
rison persisted in defence. In a little while, the 
^er would crumble beneath him, and be rent and 
•led a ruin to the plain. . At the very last moment, 
brave alcayde made the signal of surrender. He 
rched forth with the remnant of his veteran gar- 
»n, who were ^.11 made prisoners. Boabdil imme- 
tely ordered the walls of the fortress to be razed, 
I fire to be applied to the stanchions, that the 
ce might never again become a strong-hold to the 
istians, and a scourge to Granada. The alcayde 
[ his fellow-captives were led in dejected convoy 
088 the vega, when they heard a h'emendous 
sh behind them. They turned to look upon their 
J fortress, but beheld nothing but a. heap of tum- 
ig ruins, anda vast column of smoke and dust, 
ere once had stood the lofty tower of Alhendin. 
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CHAl'TKU XLII. 

nOAKDIL KL ClIICO folloWlHl Up liill 8UCCCM, bj 

rapturing i\ut two rortr(?!)>sf'N ofMarclicna and Uulduj; 
he tK;nl hin alfii(|iiiH in every direction, to proclaim a 
holy war, and to tiummon all true MoHlcmn of town 
or cahlle, mountain or valley, to saddle Htced anl 
buckle on annor, and huHUtn to the Htandard of the 
faith. The tidingH spread (ar and wide, that Boabdil 
el Chico wai) once more in the field, and was vidO' 
rious. The Moorn of various places, daxzled by tbii 
gleam of success, hastened to throw oflT tlicir swofli 
allegiance to the Castilian cn>wn, and to elevate tk 
standard of I^>abdil ; and tlie youtliful monarch flt^ 
iered himself tliat the whole kingdom was on tbe 
point of returning to its allegiance. 

The fiery cavaliers of Granada were eager to it' 
new those forays into the christian land«, in which 
they had formerly deiiglited. A number of them 
tlierefore concerted an irruption to the north, into 
the UtrviiDry of Jaen, to liarass tlie country about 
Que/ada. 'J'hey had heard of a rich con voy of mef' 
chanl« and wealthy travellers, on tlie way to tbe c^ 
of Ha/a; and they anticipated a glorious conclusioi 
U) their foray, in rapturing this convoy. 

Ahhembling a nuniher of horsemen, liglitly annel 
and fleetly mounted, and one Imudred foot^oldieHf 



THE CONQtJEST OF GRANADA. 229 

these hardy cavaliers issued forth by night from Gra- 
Dada, made their way hi silence through the defiles 
of the mountains, crossed the frontier without oppo- 
sition, and suddenly appeared, as if fallen from the 
clouds, in the very heart of the christian country. 

The mountainous frontier which separate)^ Granada 
from Jaen was at this time under the command of the 
count de Tendilla, the same veteran who had distin- 
guished himself by his vigilance and sagacity when 
commanding the fortress of Alhama. He held his 
bead-quarters at the city of Alcala la Real, in its im- 
pregnable fortress, perched high among the moun- 
tains, about six leagues from Granada, and dominating 
all the frontier. From this cloud-capt hold among 
the rocks, he kept an eagle eye upon Granada, and 
bad his scouts and spies in all directions, so that a 
crow could not fly over the border without his know- 
ledge. His fortress was a place of refuge for the 
christian captives who escaped by. night from- the 
Moorish dungeons of Granada. Often, however, 
ihey missed their way in the deflles of the mountains, 
and, wandering about bewildered, either repaired by 
mistake to some Moorish town, or were discovered 
and retaken at daylight by the enemy. To prevent 
these accidents, the count had a tower built at his 
own expense, on the top of one of the heists near 
Alcala, which commanded a view of the vega and 
the surrounding country. Here he kept a light blaz- 
ing throughout the night, as a beacon for all christian 
fugitives, to guide them to a place of safety. 

The count was aroused one night from his repose, 
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All day they remained concealed in the rarine, 
and for a great part of the following night; not. a 
turban, however, was to be seen, excepting now and 
then a peasant returning from his labor, or a solitary 
muleteer hastening towards Granada. The cavaliers 
of the count b^an to grow restless and impatient; 
they feared that the enemy might have taken some 
other route, or might have received intelligence of 
their ambuscade. They urged the count to abandon 
the enterprise, and return to Alcala. " We are here,'' 
said they, " almost at the gates of the Moorish capital, 
our movements may have been descried, and, before 
we are aware, Granada may pour forth its legions of 
swift cavalry, and crush us with an overwhelming 
force." The count de Tendilla, however, persisted 
in remaining until his scouts should come in. About 
two hours before daybreak, there were signal-fires 
on certain Moorish watch-towers of the mountains. 
While they were regarding these with aniety, the 
scouts came hurrying into the ravine : " The Moors 
are approaching," said they; " we have reconnoitred 
them near at hand. They are between one and^ two 
hundred strong, but encumbered with many prisoners 
and much booty." The christian cavaliers laid their 
ears to the ground, and heard the distant tramp of 
horses and the tread of foot-soldiers. They mounted 
their horses, braced their shields, couched their lances, 
and drew near to the entrance of the ravine where it 
opened upon the road. 

The Moors had succeeded in waylaying and sur- 
prising the christian convoy, on its way to Baza. 
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TUvy had rfiiidirrd n ^rnit iiiiiiibrr of priiioncnii tniile 
aiul fittrmh*, with ^rriit Hlorr of k(»I(1 iiimI ji.*wclii| iiml 
mitiiptiT miilm Imlrri willi rirli inrrcliniidiiio* With 
ili(!M! th<*y Imd iiindi: ii rorrr4l initrrii ovrr till? diin^ 
gf'roufi imrtN of iliu inoiiiitiiiiiN( but now, iitldill^ tlicffl- 
iH*lvf:N no iirur to (tranudu, iUvy faiicird iUt^mneUei 
ill prrfrr.t nrr.iirity. T\u^y loitrrrd nloti^ tlin roadi 
tlirn!rorf*, irrf:f(iilai-|}r and nlowljr, nomn f^inKin^^, r»tlN!n 
laii(;liin|{ and rxnllin^ at ImvitiK rliidird (Im iMmnUsd 
vigilance of \\iv. roiint dn Tondilla; while rvi^r nttd 
nnon wrri: hrard iUv. plaint of lumin fitninlo CMpliire 
bitwailiiiK till! jropardy of Iht honor, mid the liimt/ 
nigliitiK of tlin nif^ndianl at kcdiulding hia |iro|»erty hk 
tlic Kniup of nithliTM fipoilrm. 

Tins count do 1\:n<lilln waititd until fiom<; of Uit 
ftftcort ha<l paiiMrd tlM3 ravinr; tlirii, ((ivifig the niffnal 
for muiault, hin cavaliitm nrX up ^n^at ulioutu nml crieHf 
and chargfTd furiouiily itiUi tho vv.uim of tho Too, Tbe 
obnrurity of the plar.o and tlio hour added to the 
Uirrom of the MirpriM!. T\u\ Moom wen: tlirown into 
confunion; nimio rallied, fought deNprsratrJy, and fii;!! 
covered with woundn. TliiHy'^ix were killed, And 
finy-five were tnade prinonem; Ihe rent, under eot«r 
of the darkneM, made Iheir efieapc Uf tlio rockf and 
defileN of the rriounlairiN. 

The ^ood count unbound the prifionerN, ((laibleri' 
inj^ the Ur.nrin of <he nirn.hantM by renforin^ io tlurm 
their nierflinridiite. To Ihe female rapttv#<« »!«/> lie 
re»if/ired Ihe j<!wr|ii of whi< h Ihey Imd been defi|Kijb 
ed, eiieej;tifi^ ku'Ii a«i had been lout beyond reef>irery« 
Forty-five n^uldle horded, of the (:lioj<;c liarbary brcedf 
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remained ^s captured spoils of the Moors, together 
with costly armor, and booty of various kinds. Hav- 
ing collected every thing in haste, and arranged his 
cavalgada, the count urged his way with all speed 
far Alcala la Real, lest he should be pursued and 
overtaken by the Moors of Granada. As he. wound 
up the steep ascent to his mountain city, the inhab- 
itants poured forth to meet him with shouts of joy. 
His triumph was doubly enhanced by being- received 
at the gates of the city by his wife, the daughter of 
Hie marques of Yillena, a lady of distinguished merit, 
whom he had not seen for two years, that he had 
been separated from his home by the arduous duties 
&{ these iron wars. 
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C'llAnT.U XMII. 

Kxpttlilitm nf lltuihtlil rl Chh'n agtifttai HiiUArrUa^^ 
llxpioit of iiirnamln Vrrrt tirl Vulg^ar. 

Kino ll'iAiinit. fouiMl fli:if lii* iliiiiiiii«h«'fl Irrritory 
Willi Ifio ( liiM'ly i|tiiiiiiiiil«'il liy r|iM>htiii forf rf«M'« hkf! 
All iil.i J:t H«-;il, iitid loo %\\\i\\y wiif< linl hj iri|{ilant 
nil :i)f|f->i likf llir roiinl of TriKlilln, to hv iiblf! to 
iiiiiitifdiii lUfir hy Hilf'riiiil TVMiuwvvn, l\\% fornicfr^f 
f:X|MM|ilifMiN Wf'M! Iiutilf- fo l»r liiff'n-r|iUifl nii#l flrfimt* 
f«l, wliilr \\\v r:ivu('/' off ho v<*(^» liiifl «wir|»f fyfTrrtrrf 
lliitii; oil wliif li \\\tr i\\y (lc|iriif|f-i| for fuliirr! miv 
friiiiiirr. Ifr. fflf flir Wfilil of ii «r»-|}orf, flinHl((h 
wliM h, fin fortrii*rly, In* \u\\t\\\ Icffp o|MTti h romrnuni* 
r;ifioti willi Afii'fi, iiii«l oMiiin rniiforf rrnrrifn ntA 
fiti|i|ili<'ii from iM-^oiifl llir (!«-(i. All lti«i \ntr\% m\A 
li(iil>or*i wrrr in llir ImiMln of flir r lirr^li;iri«« mA 
(inntifhi find ifn n-iiitifinf of rli'prndrnf U'tt\\i9ty wrrn 
r.ornplrfi'ly Ismillof k«'fl. 

Ill fliin rmrryf'iif y, tlif ntlrnlioii of l»o»Mil WM 
tallrd \iy riiruirmliiiirrn fo Ihr ti««ii poif of HiihAm-Tin, 
Thifi rrfloiihtiililr ffiwn Ii;i4 \\\tt\u\y Imwh rn^'ntion'*'! 
ill tlitN r.lirotiir.lf, im ft phirr f|i-rrn«'fl inipr#'(^oftl»k by 
ili«T Moor«; fiiMmitif h Ihtif fhi'lr kiii(/4 wf-rn ftr.ntv 
totnrfl, in liino of |i«'rll, fo k<'<'|i fhi'lr fn'{imir«*4 in 
iU riUiflf;!. If. w»«i %\UM\U\t\ on fi hiffli rorky liill, di- 
viding oiii! of flio^o rir.h lilfir Vf/nct or |d;iin« v/huU 
hb o|icii io fhf: Mf:di(i;rrntu-fin, ImiI mn lik«: il«:#:p 
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green bays into the stem bosoms of the mountains. 
The v^a was covered with beautiful vegetation, 
with rice and cotton, with groves of oranges, citrons, 
figs and mulberries, and with gardens inclosed by 
hedges of reeds, of aloes and the Indian fig. Run- 
ning streams of cool water from the springs and 
snows of the Sierra Nevada, kept this delightful 
valley continually fresh and verdant ; while it was 
almost locked up by mountain barriers, and loffy 
promontories that stretched far into the sea. 

Tbrou^ the centre of this rich vega, the rock of 
Salobrena reared its ru^ed back, nearly dividing the 
{dain, and advancing to the margin of the sea, with 
Jlist a strip of sandy beach at its foot, laved by the 
blue waves of the Mediterranean. 

The town covered the ridge and sides of the rocky 
UU, and was fortified by strong walls and towers; 
while on the highest and most precipitous part stood 
tbe citadel, a huge castle that seemed to form a part 
of the living rock; the massive ruins of which, at the 
present day, attract the gaze of the traveller, as he 
winds his way far below, along the road which passes 
tbrou^ the vega. 

This important fortress had been intrusted to the 
command of Don Francisco Ramirez de Madrid, 
captain^eneral of the artillery, and the most scien- 
tific of all the Spanish leaders. That experienced 
veteran, how.ever, was with the king at Cordova, 
having left a valiant cavalier as alcayde of the place. 

Boabdil el Chico had full information of the state 
of the garrison and the absence of its commander. 
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tn:8tf waH doHcly Ixrsie^fMi. The. alcalde and his ret- 
erui ^arriM)!) ilefciidcd (li(:msclveH valiantly, but tbej 
wi;re ('xliaustcd by fatigue and constant watchfut 
ncKH; for tlic' Moorri, being continually relieved bj 
frchh troopri from Cj ra nuda, kept up an unremitted 
and vigorous attack. Twice the barhacan was forced, 
and twice the assailantH were driven forth head* 
long with exccHsive Iokh. 7'he garrison, however, 
was diininihlied in number by the killed and wound* 
ed ; (here wen; no longer Holdi(*r8 suflicicnt to man 
the walln and gateway; and the brave alcayde wai 
compelled to retire, with his surviving force,'to the 
keep of the cattle, in which he continued to make t 
desperate resistance. 

Tlie Moors now approached the foot of the tower, 
under shelter of wooden screens covered with wet 
hides, to ward off missiles and combustibles. Th^ 
went to work vigorously to undermine the tower, 
placing props of wood under the foundations, to be 
afterwards set on fire, so as to give the besiegen 
time to escape before the edifice should fall. Some 
of the Moors plied their cross-bows and arqucbusses 
to defend the workmen, and to drive the christiaiu 
from the wall; while the latter showered down 
stones, and dartw, and melted pitch, and flaming com- 
bustibles, on the miners. 

'J'he brave Mendo de Qucxada had cast many an 
anxious eye across the vega, in hopes of seeing some 
christian force bastetiiiig to bin assistance. Not a 
gleam of spear or helm was to be descried, for no 
one had dreamt of tliis sudden irruption of the 
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Moors. The alcajde beheld his bravest men dead 
or wounded around him, while the remainder were 
sinking with watchfulness and fatigue. In defiance 
of all opposition, the Moors had accomplished their 
mine; the fire was brought before the walls, that 
was to be applied to the stancheons, in case the 
garrison persisted in defence. In a little while, the 
tower would crumble beneath him, and be rent and 
burled a ruin to the plain. . At the very last moment, 
the brave alcayde made the signal of surrender. He 
marched forth with the remnant of his veteran gar- 
rison, who were ^.11 made prisoners. Boabdil imme- 
diately ordered the walls of the fortress to be razed, 
and fire to be applied to the stanchions, that the 
place might never again become a strong-hold to the 
christians, and a scourge to Granada. The alcayde 
and his fellow-captives were led in dejected convoy 
across the vega, when they heard a tremendous 
crash behind them. They turned to look upon their 
late fortress, but beheld nothing but a heap of tum- 
bling ruins, and a vast column of smoke and dust, 
where once had stood the lofty tower of Alhendin. 
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CIIAPTKH XIAl 

ErplffU if the Count de Tenditta. 

IkMnnir. r,h (Uitcn followfii tip hiv «ocrcM, 1>y 
rnpfiiriri(^ fh<! two forfr#ri^<'n of M Hrrhirna and I3itliltij; 
he nt'tii U'tn H\(H(\uin in vyvry fiirrr.tion, to proclaim a 
holy w»r, »nrl to fitimmon »IJ tnii; Monlcfm of town 
or r;mtl#*, mount a in or vnWv.y^ to Middle ttecd and 
btirklf! on annor, and hapten to the utafidard of the 
faith. 'Dm tiding«i nprcad far and wide, that Boahdil 
el f /hico wan onre more in the field, and wan Ticto* 
rioufi. The Mtjorn of various plaeefi, dazzled bj this 
gleam of ffucceM, hastened to throw off their sworn 
allegianee to the CJaAtilian crown, and io elevate the 
standard of IVmhdil; and the youthful monarch flat^ 
tereil himnelf tliat the whole kingdom was on the 
point of returning to its allegiance. 

The fiery cavalieni of Ci mnada were eager io re* 
new th^Me fomyn int^> the chrintian lands, in which 
they had formerly delighted. A number of them 
therefore c;oncert<;d an irruption to the north, into 
the territ#iry of J«en, to haraM the country about 
Qfif!/,fida. They had heard of a rich convoy of mer* 
chfifilH fifirJ wealthy travellers, on the way to the city 
of l/aza; and they anticipati;d a glorious conclusfoo 
Uf their foray, in rapturing this convoy. 

AHHcmliling a niimher of iKim^^men, lightly armed 
and fleetly mounted, and one hundred fooi-soldicif, 
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these hardy cavaliers issued forth by night from Gra- 
nada, made their way in silence through the defiles 
of the mountains, crossed the frontier without appo- 
sition, and suddenly appeared, as if fallen from the 
clouds, in the very heart of the christian country. 

The mountainous frontier which separate)^ Granada 
from Jaen was at this time under the command of the 
count de Tendilla, the same veteran who had distin- 
guished himself by his vigilance and sagacity when 
commanding the fortress of Alhama. He held his 
bead-quarters at the city of Alcala la Real, in its im- 
pregnable fortress, perched high among the moun- 
tains, about six leagues from Granada, and dominating 
all the frontier. From this cloud-capt hold among 
the rocks, he kept an eagle eye upon Granada, and 
bad his scouts and spies in all directions, so that a 
crow could not fly over the border without his know- 
ledge. His fortress was a place of refuge for the 
christian captives who escaped by night from- the 
Moorish dungeons of Granada. Often, however, 
they missed their way in the deflles of the mountains, 
and, wandering about bewildered, either repaired by 
mistake to some Moorish town, or were discovered 
and retaken at dayhght by the enemy. To prevent 
these accidents, the count had a tower built at his 
own expense, on the top of one of the heights near 
Alcala, which commanded a view of the vega and 
the surrounding country. Here he kept a light blaz- 
ing throughout the night, as a beacon for all christian 
fugitives, to guide them to a place of safety. 

The count was aroused one night from his repose, 
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CIIAPTEll XLII. 

Exphii of the Couni de TendiUa. 

BoARDiL EL Ciiico followc^d up his succets, 
capturing the two fortr^HfinH ofMarcbena and Buldt 
he tent hilt alfaquis in every direction, to proclair 
holy war, and to Hummon all true Monlcms of to 
or caMtIc, mountain or valley, to saddle steed i 
buckle on armor, and hasten to the standard of 
faith. The tidings spread far and wide, that Boal 
el Chico was once more in the field, and was vie 
rious. The Moors of various places, dazzled by I 
gleam of success, hastened to throw off their sw* 
allegiance to the Castilian crown, and to elevate 
standard of Boabdil; and tlie youthful monarch i 
tered himself that the whole kingdom wa« on 
point of returning to its allegiance. 

The fiery cavaliers of Granada were eager to 
new those forays into the christian lands, in wl 
they had formerly delighted. A number of tt 
therefore concerted an irruption to the north, i 
the territory of Jaen, to harass the country all 
Quezada. Tlicy had lieard of a rich convoy of n 
chantH and wealthy travellers, on tlie way to the < 
of Baza ; and they anticipated a glorious concluf 
to their foray, in capturing this convoy. 

Assembling a number of horsemen, lightly an 
and fleetly mounted, and one hundred footn^oldi 
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these hardy cavaliers issued forth by night from Gra- 
nada, made their way in silence through the defiles 
of the mountains, crossed the frontier without oppo- 
sition, and suddenly appeared, as if fallen from the 
clouds, in the very heart of the christian country. 

The mountainous frontier which separate)? Granada 
from Jaen was at this time under the command of the 
count de Tendilla, the same veteran who had distin- 
guished himself by his vigilance and sagacity when 
commanding the fortress of Alhama. He held his 
bead-quarters at the city of Alcala la Real, in its im- 
pregnable fortress, perched high among the moun- 
tains, about six leagues from Granada, and dominating 
all the frontier. From this cloud-capt hold among 
the rocks, he kept an eagle eye upon Granada, and 
bad his scouts and spies in all directions, so that a 
crow could not fly over the border without his know- 
ledge. His fortress was a place of refuge for the 
christian captives who escaped by night from- the 
Moorish dungeons of Granada. Often, however, 
they missed their way in the deflles of the mountains, 
and, wandering about bewildered, either repaired by 
mistake to some Moorish town, or were discovered 
and retaken at daylight by the enemy. To prevent 
these accidents, the count had a tower built at his 
own expense, on the top of one of the heists near 
Alcala, which commanded a view of the vega and 
&e surrounding country. Here he kept a li^t blaz- 
ing throughout the night, as a beacon for all christian 
fugitives, to guide them to a place of safety. 

The count was aroused one night from his repose, 
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CIIAPTEIl XLII. 

Erplnit nf the Cauni de Tendftta. 

BoAfintL %h Ciffco followrd up litii gcsccoHi, 
rnptiiriti^ the; two iorirvMnvn of Marchcn&i and BuM 
he Hftrit tiiN nirHqiiiff in vyvry ilirf'rtion, fo prm:taif 
holy wnr, finci Ui fiiimmon nil true Monlcms of td 
or cuHtlc, nioinitain or valley, to naddlc »tccd \ 
hiickle on armor, and hapten to the Htandard of 
faith. The tidingfi fipread fiir and wide, that Boal 
el Chico wan once more in the field, and wa0 vu 
riou9« The Moon of varioiifi places, daxxled hj 
gleam of iiucceM, hastened to throw oft their sw 
allegiance to the Cantilian crown, and \o elcrvate 
standard of Doahdil; and the youthful monarch 1 
tered himself ttiat the whole kingdom was on 
point of returning to its allegiance. 

The fiery cavaliers of Granada were eager to 
new those forays into the christian lands, in wl 
they had formerly delighted. A number of \\ 
therefore concerted an irruption to the north, i 
the territi>ry of Jaen, to harass the country at] 
Que/ada. They hnd heard of a rich convoy of n 
chants and wealthy travellers, on the way to the i 
of Hn/n ; and they anticipated a glorious conclui 
to their foray, in capturing this convoy. 

Assembling a number of horsemen, lightly am 
and fleetly mounted, and one hundred foot-soldi* 
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these hardy cavaliers issued forth by night from Gra- 
nada, made their way hi silence through the defiles 
of the mountains, crossed the frontier without oppo- 
sition, and suddenly appeared, as if fallen from the 
clouds, in the very heart of the christian country. 

The mountainous frontier which separated Granada 
from Jaen was at this time under the command of the 
count de Tendilla, the same veteran who had distin- 
guished himself by his vigilance and sagacity when 
commanding the fortress of Alhama. He held his 
bead-quarters at the city of Alcala la Real, in its im- 
pregnable fortress, perched high among the moun- 
tains, about six leagues from Granada, and dominating 
all the frontier. From this cloud-capt hold among 
the rocks, he kept an eagle eye upon Granada, and 
had his scouts and spies in all directions, so that a 
crow could not fly over the border without his know- 
ledge. His fortress was a place of refuge for the 
christian captives who escaped by night from- the 
Moorish dungeons of Granada. Often, however, 
they missed their way in the defiles of the mountains, 
and, wandering about bewildered, either repaired by 
mistake to some Moorish town, or were discovered 
and retaken at daylight by the enemy. To prevent 
these accidents, the count had a tower built at his 
own expense, on the top of one of the heights near 
Alcala, which commanded a view of the vega and 
the surrounding country. Here he kept a light blaz- 
ing throughout the night, as a beacon for all christian 
fugitives, to guide them to a place of safety. 

The count was aroused one night from his repose. 
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by nhoiilff and rrif*H, wliich cnrnc up from the town 
and approached (li<; vaailv. walln. ^^ 'J o arm»l to 
arriiMl the Moor Im over the horderP^ wan the cry, 
A chriHlinii Holfiier, pale and emaciated, and wlio still 
bore traces of the Moorifth chaiiiH, wait hrought iMifore 
the count, Ih; had he<tn takc^n aH \^\inUt by tlie Moor- 
ish cavaliers who had sallied from (ininuda, but bad 
escaped from them amf>n^ tlu; mountains, and, after 
much wanderinij, Imd found liis way to Alcala by the 
signal'fire. 

Notwithstanding the hustle and nfptatirm of the 
moment, the count de 7 endilla listened cabniy and 
attentively to the account of the fugitive, and c|ues- 
tioned him minutely as to the time of departure of 
tlie Moors, and the nipicKty and direction of their 
march. lie saw that it was Uh} late to prevent their 
incursion and rava^^e; hut lie determined to await 
them, and give them a warm reception on their return* 
His soldiers were always on tli<! aIeK, and ready to 
take the field at a moment^s warning. Choosing one 
hundred and fifty lances, hardy and valiant men, well 
disciplined and well seasoned, as indeed were all bia 
troops, hit issued f(»rl.h cpiietly Ixtfore break of day, 
and, descending through the dehles of the mountaini, 
stationed his I i tile force in ambush, in a dee|> bar- 
ranca, or dry channel of a torrent, near liar/ina, but 
three leagues from (iranada, on the road by which 
the marauders would have to return. In tlic mean 
time, he sent out scouts, to post themselves upon 
different heights, and look out for the approach of 
the enemy. 
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All day they remained concealed in the ravine, 
and for a great part of the following night; not a 
turban, however, was to be seen, excepting now and 
then a peasant returning from his labor, or a solitary 
muleteer hastening towards Granada. The cavaliers 
of the count began to grow restless and impatient; 
they feared that the enemy might have taken some 
other route, or might have received intelligence of 
their ambuscade. They urged the count to abandon 
the enterprise, and return to Alcala. " We are here," 
said they, " almost at the gates of the Moorish capital, 
our movements may have been descried, and, before 
we are aware, Granada may pour forth its legions of 
swift cavalry, and crush us with an overwhelming 
force." The count de Tendilla, however, persisted 
in remaining until his scouts should come in. About 
two hours before daybreak, there were signal-fires 
on certain Moorish watch-towers of the mountains. 
While they were regarding these with anriety, the 
scouts came hurrying into the ravine : " The Moors 
are approaching," said they ; " we have reconnoitred 
them near at hand. They are between one and, two 
hundred strong, but encumbered with many prisoners 
and much booty." The christian cavaliers laid their 
ears to the ground, and heard the distant tramp of 
horses and the tread of foot-soldiers. They mounted 
their horses, braced their shields, couched their lances, 
and drew near to the entrance of the ravine where it 
opened upon the road. 

The Moors had succeeded in waylaying and sur- 
prising the christian convoy, on its way to Baza. 
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They had captured a great number of prisoners, mak 
and female, with great store of gold and jewels, and 
sumpter mules laden with rich merchandise. With 
these they had made a forced march over the dan- 
gerous parts of the mountains; but now, finding them- 
selves so near to Granada, they fancied themselvei 
in perfect security. They loitered along the road, 
therefore, irregularly and slowly, some singing, otben 
laughing and exulting at having eluded the boasted 
vigilance of the count de Tcndilla; while ever and 
anon were heard the plaint of some female captive 
bewailing the jeopardy of her honor, and the heavy 
sighing of the merchant at beholding bis property in 
the grasp of ruthless spoilers. 

The count de Tendilla waited until some of tbe 
escort had passed the ravine; then, giving the signal 
for assault, bis cavaliers set up great shouts and cries, 
and charged furiously into the centre of the foe. The 
obscurity of the place and the hour added to the 
terrors of the surprise. The Moors were thrown into 
confusion; some rallied, fought desperately, and fell 
covered with wounds. Thirty-six were killed, and 
fifty-five were made prisoners ; the rest, under cover 
of the darkness, made their escape to the rocks and 
defiles of the mountains. 

The good count unbound the prisoners, gladden- 
ing the hearts of the merchants by restoring to them 
their merchandise. To the female captives also he 
restored the jewels of which they had been despoil- 
ed, excepting such as had been lost beyond recovery. 
Forty-five saddle horses, of the choice Barbary breed, 
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remained ^s captured spoils of the Moors, together 
with costly armor, and booty of various kinds. Hav- 
ing collected every thing in haste, and arranged his 
cavalgada, the count urged his way with all speed 
£u: Alcala la Real, lest he should be pursued and 
overtaken by the Moors of Granada. As he wound 
up the steep ascent to his mountain city, the inhab- 
itants poured forth to meet him with shouts of joy. 
His triumph was doubly enhanced by beings received 
at the gates of the city by his wife, the daughter of 
ihe marques of Villena, a lady of distinguished merit, 
whom he had not seen for two years, that he had 
been separated from hib home by the arduous duties 
«f these iron wars. 
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CHAPTER XLllI. 

ExpedUum cf BoabdU el Chico agahut BaUArdUL'^ 
Exploit of Hernando Perex del Pulgar, 

Kino Boabdil found that his diminished territoiy 
was too closely dominated by christian fortresses like 
Alcala la Real, and too strictly watched by vigilant 
alcaydcs like the count of Tendilla, to be able to 
maintain itself by internal resources. His foraging 
expeditions were liable to be intercepted and defeat* 
ed, while the ravage of the vcga had swept offeveiy 
thing on which the city depended for future sus- 
tenance. He felt the want of a sea-port, through 
which, as formerly, he might keep open a conmiuni- 
cation with Africa, and obtain reinforcements and 
supplies from beyond the sea. All the ports and 
harbors were in the hands of the chrhtians, and 
Granada and its remnant of dependent territory were 
completely landlocked. 

In this emergency, the attention of Boabdil was 
called by circumstances to the sea-port of Salobrefia. 
This redoubtable town has already been mentioned 
in this chronicle, as a place deemed impregnable by 
the Moors; insomuch that their kings were accus- 
tomed, in time of peril, to keep their treasures in 
its citadel. It was situated on a high rocky hill, di- 
viding one of those rich little vegas or plains which 
lie open to the Mediterranean, but run like deep 
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green bays into the stem bosoms of the mountains. 
The vega was covered with beautiful vegetation, 
with rice and cotton, with groves of oranges, citrons, 
figs and mulberries, and with gardens inclosed by 
hedges of reeds, of aloes and the Indian fig. Run- 
ning streams of cool water from the springs and 
snows of the Sierra Nevada, kept this delightful 
valley continually fresh and verdant ; while it was 
almost locked up by mountain barriers, and loffy 
promontories that stretched far into the sea. 

Through the centre of this rich vega, the rock of 
Salobrefla reared its ru^ed back, nearly dividing the 
plain, and advancing to the maiigin of the sea, with 
just a strip of sandy beach at its foot, laved by the 
blue waves of the Mediterranean. 

The town covered the ridge and sides of the rocky 
Ull, and was fortified by strong walls and towers; 
while on the highest and most precipitous part stood 
ibe citadel, a huge castle that seemed to form a part 
of the living rock ; the massive ruins of which, at the 
present day, attract the gaze of the traveller, as he 
winds his way far below, along the road which passes 
tbrou^ the vega. 

This important fortress had been intrusted to the 
command of Don Francisco Ramirez de Madrid, 
captain-general of the artillery, and the most scien- 
tific of all the Spanish leaders. That experienced 
veteran, how.ever, was with the king at Cordova, 
having left a valiant cavalier as alcayde of the place. 

Boabdil el Chico had full information of the state 
of the garrison and the absence of its commander. 
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Putting himself at the head of a powerful force, 
therefore, he departed from Granada, and made a 
rapid march through the mountains ; hoping, hj thb 
sudden move, to seize upon SalobreQa before king 
Ferdinand could come to its assistance. 

The inhabitants of Salobrefla were M udexares, or 
Moors who had sworn allegiance to the christians. 
Still, when they heard the sound of the Moorish 
drum» and trumpets, and beheld the squadrons of 
their countrymen advancing across the vega, dieir 
hearts yearned towards the standard of their nation 
and their faith. A tumult arose in the place; the 
populace shouted the name of Boabdtl el ChicOi 
and, throwing open the gates, admitted him within 
the walls. 

The christian garrison was too few in number, to 
contend for the possession of the town: they retreated 
to the citadel, and shut themselves within its massive 
walls, which were considered impregnable. Here 
they maintained a desperate defence, hoping to hold 
out until succor should arrive from the neighboring 
fortresses. 

The tidings that Salobrefla was invested by tbe 
Moorish king, spread along the sea-coast, and filled 
the christians with alarm. Don Francisco Enriquez, 
uncle of the king, commanded the city of Velez 
Mahiga, about twelve leagues distant, but separated 
by ranges of those vast rocky mountains which are 
piled along the Mediterranean, and tower in steep 
promontories and precipices above its waves. 

Don Francisco summoned the alcaydes of bis dis- 
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trict to hasten with him to the relief of this impor- 
tant fortress. A number of cavaliers and dieir 
retainers answered to his call, among whom was 
Fernando Perez del Pulgar, sumamed '*E1 de las 
Hazanas,^^ (he of the exploits,) — the same who had 
signalized himself in a foray, by elevating a handker- 
chief on a lance for a banner, and leading on his 
disheartened comrades to victory. As soon as Don 
Francisco beheld a little band collected round him, 
he set out with all speed for Salobreila. The marcL 
was fugged and severe, climbing and descending im- 
mense mountains, and sometimes winding along the 
edge of giddy precipices, with the surges of the sea 
raging far below. When Don Francisco arrived with 
his followers at the lofty promontory that stretches 
along one side of the little vega of Salobrefia, he 
looked down with sorrow and anxiety upon a Moor- 
ish army of great force encamped at the foot of the 
fortress, while Moorish banners, on various parts of 
fhe walls, showed that the town was already in pos- 
session of the infidels. A solitary christian standard 
alone floated on the top of the castle-keep, showing 
that the brave garrison were hemmed up in their 
rock-built citadel. 

Don Francisco found it impossible, with his small 
force, to make any impression on the camp of the 
Moors, or to get to the relief of the castle. He sta- 
tioned his little band upon a rocky height near the 
sea, where they were safe from the assaults of the 
enemy. The sight of his friendly banner waving in 
their neighborhood cheered the heart of the garrison, 
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and conveyed to Uiein Q«iurancc of spccdjr laccor 
from Uie king. 

In (he mean l!me, Fernando Perez del Pulgur, 
Mrho always burned to difttinguiMb himself by bold 
and Htriking exploits, in the course of a prowling 
expedition along the borders of the Mooriah campf 
remarked a postern-gate of the castle, opening apon 
the Htc<:p part of the rocky hill which looked towaidf 
the mountains. 

A sudden thought flashed upon the daring mind of 
Pulgar: — "Who will follow my banner," said be, 
*^and make a dash for yonder postern?" A bold 
proposition, in time of warfare, never wants for bold 
ftpirits to accept it Seventy resolute men imnoedi- 
ntely stepped forward, i'ulgar put himself at tbetr 
liead; they cut their way suddenly through a weak 
part of the camp, fought their way up to the gate, 
which was eagerly thrown open to receive them; 
and succeeded in making their way into the fortreif, 
before the alarm of their attempt had spread throoglk 
the Moorish army. 

The garrison was roused to new spirit by this un- 
looked-for reinforcement, and were enabled to make 
a more vigorous resiHtance. The Moors had intcUi- 
gcncr, however, that there was a great scarcity of 
wal<:r in the castle ; and they exulted in the idea that 
this additional number of warriors would soon ex- 
haust the cisterns, and compel them to surrender. 
When Pulgar heard of this hope entertained by tbe 
enemy, he caused a bucket of water to be lowered 
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from the battlements, and threw a silver cup in 
bravado to the Moors. 

The situation of the garrison, however, was daily 
growing more and more critical; they suffered greatly 
from thirst, while, to tantalize them in their suffer- 
ings, they beheld limpid streams winding in abun- 
dance through the green plain below them. They 
began to fear that all succor would arrive too late, 
when one day they beheld a little squadron of ves- 
sels far at sea, but standing towards the shore. 
There was some doubt at first whether it might not 
be a hostile armament from Africa; but as it ap- 
proached, they descried, to their great joy, the ban- 
ner of Castile. 

It was a reinforcement, brought in all haste by the 
governor of the fortress, Don Francisco Ramirez. 
The squadron anchored at a steep rocky island, 
which rises from the very margin of the smooth 
sandy beach, directly in front of the rock of Salo- 
brefia, and stretches out into the sea. On this island 
Ramirez landed his men, and was as strongly posted 
as if in a fortress. His force was too scanty to at- 
tempt a battle, but he assisted to harass and distract 
the besiegers. Whenever king Boabdil made an at- 
tack upon the fortress, his camp was assailed on one 
side by the troops of Ramirez, who landed from 
their island, and on another by those of Don Fran- 
cisco Enriquez, who swept down from their rock ; 
while Fernando del Pulgar kept up a fierce defence 
from every tower and battlement of the castle. 
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The attention of the Moorish king was diyerted, 
also, for a time, by an incfTectual attempt to relieve 
the little port of Adra, whicli had recently declared 
in his favor, but which had been recaptured for the 
christians by Cidi Yahye and his son Alnayar. Thiu 
the unlucky Boabdil, bewildered on every hand, lost 
all the advantage that he had gained by his rapid 
march from Granada. While he was yet besieging 
the obstinate citadel, tidings were brought him that 
king Ferdinand was in full march, with a powerful 
host, to its assistance. There was no time for farther 
delay: he made a furious attack with all his forces 
upon the castle, but was again repulsed by Pulgar 
and his coadjutors; when, abandoning tfie siege in 
despair, he retreated with his army, lest king Ferdi- 
nand should get between him and his capital. Od 
his way back to Granada, however, he in some sort 
consoled himself for his late disappointment, by 
overrunning a part of the territories and possessioni 
lately assigned to his uncle El Zagal, and to Cidi 
Yahye. He defeated their alcaydes, destroyed seve- 
ral of their fortresses, burnt their villages, and, leav- 
ing the country behind him recking and smoking with 
bis vengeance, returned with considerable booty, to 
repose himself within the walls of the Albambra. 
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CHAPTER XUV. 

Haw King Ferdinand treated the people rf Gaudix — 
and how El Zagal finished his regal career. 

Scarcely had Boabdil ensconced himself in his 
capita^, when king Ferdinand, at the head of seven 
thousand horse and twenty thousand foot, again ap- 
peared in the vegau He had set out in all haste from 
Cordova, to the relief of Salobreila ; but, hearing on 
his march that the siege was raised, he turned with 
bis army to make a second ravage round the walls 
of devoted Granada. His present forage lasted fifteen 
days, in the course of which every thing that had 
escaped his former desolating visit was destroyed, 
and scarce a green thing or a living animal was left 
on the face of the land. The Moors sallied frequent- 
ly, and fought desperately, in defence of their fields; 
but the woik of destruction was accomplished — and 
Granada, once the queen of gardens, was left sur- 
rounded by a desert 

From hence Ferdinand marched to crush a conspi- 
racy which had lately manifested itself in the cities 
of Guadix, Baza, and Almeria. These recently con- 
quered places had entered into secret correspondence 
with king Boabdil, inviting him to march to their 
gates, promising to rise upon the christian garrisons, 
seize upon the citadels, and surrender themselves 
into his power. The marques of Villena bad re- 
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cjilvi'A iiolirf! of flif ( oii*>j»irary, ;iii<l hail •iii<ldi;iiljr 
ihrowfj hiiiticlf, ivitli a lar^'f forrif, into fjuaiiix. 
IJikIit |int('iirc of making a n*vi<:w of Ihi: itilialiit* 
antii, III! iria<li' tlicrii ••ally forfli info llii: Hi-ld^ hirfore 
tin: t'.liy, VVlicfi tin: wljoli- Mooiiih |iO|>iilatiori raja 
hlf: of bracing ariiih wah tliiii witliout tlii! walU, lie 
onli:ri!il the ^af<'*i to Iw. iilo^irfl. lU: llif:ri iiffrrrfiilled 
tlif:in to I'fili;!', two liy two ami tlircf: \>y llir#M;, ami 
U> taki: foHli tlirir wivi**^, rliililriMi, ami cilirrt''. TIm; 
lioijHi;li'ftN Mooi'N wiTi: fain to inaki: thcrrihC'lvcH tf;in- 
porary hovi;K, in tin? ^anli-iiH ami ori:liarilH about tiw; 
city; tlii;y wi:ri: rlainoroiiH in their corn |i lain tH at 
bein^ IIiijh i;xi:lmli:il h'oni tlii:ir homifH, hut were UM 
they rnuht wait with |iatirni:e uiitiJ the cliai^fut a^iiwt 
tliAfn coiilil be invehtif^aled, and the pIcaHurc of tlic 
kin(( be known.* 

When Kerdinand arrived at Ciuadix, he fi^iund the 
unha|f|iy Mooi-h in their rabinH among the orchards. 
71iey eorn|daini:d biftrtrJy of tin; deception ttiat liad 
been pnictihed upon them, and implored pemuMion 
to return into the eify, and live peaceably in their 
dwellin^^M, an had been promihed them in tlicir arti- 
ch:M of rapitulation. 

Kin^ l'*erdinand liNtened ^niciouHly to tlif;ir com- 
plaints : "My hiendH," Haid he in reply, "I am iii- 
formed thai tlirre lia»» bei-n a conhpinicy among you 
ti> kill my alraydi: and garrihon, and tii bike part 
with my enemy (be kiii^ of (iranada. J hhall make 
a thorough invi^iti^alion of tluH eouhpiraey. Thoi»e 
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among you who ^hall be proved innocent shall be 
restored to their dwellings, but the guilty shall incur 
the penalty of their offences. As I wish however to • 
proceed with mercy as well as justice, I now give 
you your choice, either to depart at once without 
further question, going wherever you please, and 
taking with you your families and effects^ under an 
assurance of safety; or to deliver up those who are 
guilty, not one of whom, I give you my royal word, 
shall escape punishment." 

When the people of Guadix heard these words, 
they communed among thenaselves ; and as most of 
them (says the worthy Agapida) were either culpa- 
ble or feared to be considered so, they accepted the 
alternative, and departed sorrowfully, they and their 
wives and their little ones. " Thus," in the words 
of that excellent and cotemporary historian, Andres 
Bemaldez, commonly called the curate of Los Pala- 
cios — "thus did ttie king deliver Guadix from the 
bands of the enemies of qur holy faith, after seven 
hundred and seventy years that it had been in their 
possession, ever since the time of Roderick the 
Goth; and this was one of the mysteries of our 
Lord, who would not consent that the city should 
remain longer in the power of the Moors ;"~a pious 
and sage remark, which is quoted with peculiar ap- 
probation by the worthy Agapida. 

King Ferdinand offered similar alternatives to the 
Moors of Baza, Almeria, and other cities accused of 
participation in this conspiracy; who generally pre- 
ferred to abandon their homes, rather than incur the 
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risk of an investigation. Most of them relinqobhed 
Spain, as a country where they could no longer live 
in security and independence, and departed with 
their families for Africa ; such as remained were suf- 
fered to live in villages and hamlets, and other un 
walled places.* 

While Ferdinand was thus occupied at Guadix, 
dispensing justice and mercy, and receiving cities in 
exchange, the old monarch Muley Abdalla, sumamed 
El Zagal, appeared before him. He was haggard 
with care, and almost crazed with passion. He had 
found his little territory of Andarax, and hia two 
thousand subjects, as difficult to govern as had been 
the distracted kingdom of Granada. The charm, 
which had bound the Moors to him, was broken 
when he appeared in arms under the banner of Fer- 
dinand. He had returned from his inglorious cam- 
paign with his petty army of two hundred men, fol- 
lowed by the execrations of the people of Granada, 
and the secret repining of those he had led into the 
field. No sooner had his subjects beard of the suc- 
cesses of Boabdil el Chico, than they had seized 
their arms, assembled tumultuously, declared for the 
young monarch, and threatened the life of El ZagaLt 
The unfortunate old king had with difficulty evaded 
their fury; and this last lesson seemed entirely to 
have cured him of his passion for sovereignty. He 
now entreated Ferdinand to purchase the towns and 



* Garibay, lib. 13. cap. 39. Pul^&r, part 3. cap. 132. 
t Cura de los Palacios, cap. 97. 
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castles and other possessions which had been granted 
to him ; offering them at a low rate, and begging safe 
passage for himself and his followers to Africa, King 
Ferdinand graciously complied with his wishes. He 
purchased of him three-and-twenty towns and vil- 
lages in Ihe valleys of Andarax and Alhaurin, for 
which he gave him fire millions of maravedies. El 
Zagal relinquished, his right to one-half of the salinas 
or salt-pits of Maleha, in favor of his brother-in-law 
Cidi Yahye. Having thus disposed of his petty em- 
pire and possessions, he packed up all his treasure, 
of which he had a great amount, and, followed by 
many Moorish families, passed over to Africa.* 

And here let us cast an eye beyond the present 
period of our chronicle, and trace the remaining 
career of El Zagal. His short and turbulent reign, 
and disastrous end, would afford a wholesome lesson 
to unprincipled ambition, were not all ambition of 
the kind fated to be blind to precept and example. 
When he arrived in Africa, instead of meeting with 
kindness and sympathy, he was seized and thrown 
into prison by the king of Fez, as though he had been 
his vassal. He was accused of being the cause of 
the dissensions and downfall of the kingdom of Gra- 
nada ; and the accusation being proved to the satis- 
faction of the king of Fez, he condemned the un- 
happy El Zagal to perpetual darkness. A basin of 
glowing copper was passed before his eyes, which 
effectually destroyed his sight. His wealth, which 

* Conde, part 4. cap. 41. 
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had probably been the secret cause of these cruel 
measures, was coiiBscated and seized upon by his 
oppressor; and El Zagal was thrust forth^ blind, 
helpless, and destitute, upon the world. In thb 
wretched condition, the late Moorish monarch 
groped his way through the regions of Tingitanit, 
until he reached the city of Velez de Gomera. The 
king of Velez had formerly been his ally, and Mi 
some movement of compassion at his present altered 
and abject state. He gave him food and raiment, and 
suffered him to remain unmolested in his dominions. 
Death, which so often hurries off the prosperous and 
happy from the midst of untasted pleasures, spares 
on the other hand the miserable, to drain the last 
drop of his cup of bitterness. El Zagal dragged out 
a wretched existence of many years, in the city of 
Velez. He wandered about blind and disconsolate, 
an object of mingled scorn and pity, and bearing 
above his raiment a parchment on which was written 
in Arabic, ^^ This is the unfortunate king of Anda^ 
lusia."* 



* Marmol, de Rebelione Maar. lib. 1. cap. 16.- Padrasa, Hkt. 
Granat. part 3. c. 4. Saarez, Hift de Obiipadoe de Qoadiz j 
Baza, cap. 10. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

TrepoTcAwM of Granada for a desperate defence. 

How is thy strength departed, oh Granada 1 bow 
is tiby beauty withered and despoiled, oh city of groves 
and fountains! The commerce that once thronged 
(thy streets is at an end; the merchant no longer has- 
tens to thy gates, with the luxuries of foreign lands. 
The cities which once paid thee tribute are wrested 
from thy sway; the chivalry which filled thy Vivar- 
rambla with the sumptuous pageantry of war, have 
fallen in many battles. The Alhambra still rears its 
ruddy towers from the midst of groves, but melan- 
choly reigns in its marble halls; a;nd the monarch 
looks down from his lofty balconies upon a naked 
fvaste, where once had extended the blooming glories 
4of the vega! 

Such is the lament of the Moorish writers, over 
the lamentable state of Granada, which now remain- 
ed a mere phantom of its former greatness. The two 
ravages of the vega, following so closely upon each 
other, had swept off all the produce of the year; and 
the husbandman had no longer the heart to till the 
field, seeing that the ripening harvest only brougU; 
the spoiler to his door. 

During the winter season, king Ferdinand made 
diligent preparations for the last campaign, that was 
to decide the fate of Granada. As this war was 
waged purely for the promotion of the christian faith. 
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lie tlioii^lil it iiKuf Unit lis nirinirM mIkmiIiI Uitir the 
cxpriisrs. lie Ifviril, tlu'ri'forr, a ^I'lirnil fciiitribii* 
lion upon :ill the Jrvvs <lin>ii*;lioii( his kiii^iloiii, by 
H} iiaj^o^iirs and dihlrirtM; and tddi^rd (linn lu rciMlcr 
in llir |»r«)ciMiU, a( tlir c'liy of Srvillr,* 

On (lir I Mil of April, Krrdinand iind iHabfllii dc- 
|iaiicd (or (lir MnoriMli fWuitirr, with the Kolc-mii de- 
tnininalinn (o lay vht^r hir^f to (iranada, unci iicrvifr 
to ipiil i(M walls iiiilil (liry hud planlrd thr Htiiiidard 
of thr i'ailh on thr towrrs of (Ik* AllmiiibrH. Many 
of i\\v. ncdtlrsof (lit* kingdom, particularly tli(M(;rrf»iii 
the* parts n^notr (roin (lir scrnr of action, wraricd by 
thr toils of war, and forrs(>(*in(; (hat this would be a 
trdious sici^c, rn|uirin>; patience; and vigilance rather 
than hardy deeds of arms, contcnt<^d (heinsclvcM with 
Hcndiuf^ tli(*ir vassals, whilu thry staid at home, to 
attend to their domains. Many citi<tM funiished lol- 
dieni at their cost, and the kin^ took (he: field with 
an army of forty thousand infantry and ten thoumind 
llors(\ TIk! principal captiiins who fidlowed the 
kin^ in this campaign, were IN)derif;o l*oncede Leon, 
th(! manpKrs of ( -adi/, (he Master of Santia^^o, the 
inanpiesof Villena; tlu* counts of TtMidilln, (*ifucnt<!ii, 
Oahra, and Drena; and l)(»n Alon/o (h*. Af^uilar. 

(^ue.en Isabella, accompanied by her son tint princo 
Juan, and by the princesses J nana, Maria, and ('atlm* 
lina, her dauj;lil<'rs, proceeded to Alcahi la ReftI, 
ilu\ moimtain fortress and stnui^-ludd of tlui count 
dv 'r(*ndilla. Ilt^re slu* remained, to forward Hunulid 

+ tJiiril.ny, lib. 111. r. :jf>. 
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to the army, and to be ready to repair to the camp, 
whenever her presence might be required. 

The army of Ferdinand poured into the vega, by 
various defiles of the mountains ; and, on the 23d of 
April, the royal tent was pitched at a village called 
Los Ojos de Huescar, about a league and a half from 
Granada. At the approach of this formidable force, 
the harassed inhabitants turned pale, and even many 
of the warriors trembled; for they felt that the last 
desperate struggle was at hand. 

Boabdil el Chico assembled his council in the AI- 
hambra, from the windows of which they could 
behold the christian squadrons glistening through 
clouds of dust, as they poured along the vega. The 
utmost confusion and consternation reigned in the 
council. Many of the members, terrified with the 
horrors impending over their families, advised Boab- 
dil to throw himself upon the generosity of the chris- 
tian monarch: even several of the bravest su^ested 
the possibility of obtaining honorable terms. 

The wazir of the city, Abul Casim Abdel Melic, 
was called upon to report the state of the public 
means for sustenance and defence. There were 
suf&cient provisions, he said, for a few mopths^ sup- 
ply, independent of what might exist in the posses- 
sion of merchants and other rich inhabitants. ^' But 
of what avail,^^ said he, ^ is a supply for a few months, 
against the sieves of the Castilian monarch, which are 
interminable ?'' 

He produced, also, the lists of men capable of bear- 
ing arms. "The number." said he, "is great; but 

32 
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what ran ho (ix\u-rU'(\ from mem citizcn-floldicntlU 
T\u-y vaiiiii and menace, in lime of Hafety; none anjt^ 
HO arro^an(, wlien the enemy is at a diHtance — ^batH 
when the din of war thunders at their gates, thej I i''< 
hide themselves in terror." I S 

When Mij/a heard the»e wordn, he rofie with gen- 
erouH warmth: "What n^ason have we/' ftaicl he, "to 
despair? The hlood of those ilhiHtriouH Moont, the 
con<|iierorri of Sjiain, still flowH in onr veinH. I^t ui 
be true to ourselves, and fortune will a^ain be witk 
iiA. We have a vetenin force, both horee and foot, 
the flower of our ehivalry, HeaMoned in war and scar 
red in a thousand battles. A» to tlie multitude of our 
citizens, spoken of so slightly, why should we doubt 
tlieir valor? 'J*here are twenty thousand young men, 
in the fire of youth, for whom I will engage, that 
in the defence of their homes they will rival the 
most valiant veterans. Do we want provisions? Our 
horses are fleet, and our horsemen daring in the 
foray. Let them scour and scourge the country of 
those apostate iVIo<dems who have surrendered to the 
christians. Let them make inroads into the lands of 
our enemies. We shall soon see them returning with 
caval^adas to our ^ates; and, to a soldier, tliere is no 
inor.sel so sweet as that wrested with linrd fighting 
from the foe." 

Boahdii el C/hieo, thoui^di he wanted finn and dura- 
ble coiini;^r!, was readily excited to sudden emotions 
of bravery. He. eaiit^lit a i^lrivv-^f resolution from 
tlu; noble ardor of Mu/a. " Do what is needful,^* 
said he to his commanders; " into your Imnds I con* 
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fide the common safety. You are the protectors of 
the kingdom, and, with the aid of Allah, will revenge 
the insults of our religion, the deaths of our friends 
and relations, and the sorrrows and sufferings heaped 
upon our land."* 

To every one was now assigned his separate duty. 
The wazir had charge of the arms and provisions, 
and the enrolling of the people. Muza was to com- 
mand the cavalry, to defend the gates, and to take 
the lead in all sallies and skirmishings. Nairn Reduan, 
and Muhamed Aben Zayde, were his adjutants. Ab- 
del Kerim Zegri, and the other captains, were to 
guard the walls; and the alcaydes of the Alcazaba, 
and of the Red Towers, had command of the for- 
tresses. . 

Nothing now was heard but the din of arms, and the 
bustle of preparation. The Moorish spirit, quick to 
catch fire, was immediately in a flame ; and the popu- 
lace, in the excitement of the moment, set at nought 
the power of the christians. Muza was in all parts 
3f the city, infusing his own generous zeal into the 
bosoms of the soldiery. The young cavaliers rallied 
round him as their model ; the veteran warriors re- 
garded him with a soldier's admiration; the vulgar 
Lhrong followed him with shouts, and the helpless 
part of the inhabitants, the old men and the women, 
:iailed him with blessings as their protector. 

On the first appearance of the christian army, the 
principal gates of the city had been closed, and sc- 

* Condo. 
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cured with bare and bollH and heavy chains: Muzt 
DOW ordered them to be tlirowii open ; ^ To me and 
my cavaliers/^ said he, ^^ is intru8tc*d the defence of 
tlie gates; our bodies shall be their barricrt/* He 
stationed at each mate a strong guard, chosen from bis 
bravest men. His horsemen were always completely 
armed, and ready to mount at a mementos warning: 
their steeds stcK>d saddled and caparisoned in the 
stables, with lance and buckler beside them. On 
the least approach of the enemy, a squadron of horse 
gatliered within the gate, ready to laiich forth like the 
bolt from the thunder-cloud. Muza made no cmptj 
bravado nor haughty threat; he was more terrible io 
deeds than in words, and executed daring exptoits, 
beyond even the vaunt of the vain-glorious. Such 
was the present champion of the Moon, Had thej 
possessed many such warriors, or had Mwia risen to 
power at an earlier period of the war, the fate of 
Granada might have been deferred, and the Moor for 
a long time have maintained his throne within the 
walls of the Alhambra. 
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CHAPTER XLVl 

How King Ferdinand conducted the siege cauHously; and 
how Queen Isabella arrived at the camp. 

Though Granada was shorn of its glories, and 
nearly cut off from all external aid, still its mighty 
castles and massive bulwarks seemed to set all attack 
at defiance. Being the last retreat of Moorish power, 
it had assembled within its walls the remnants of the 
armies that had contended, step by step, with the 
inraderS) in their gradual conquest of the land. All 
that remained of high-bom and high-bred chivalry, 
was here ; all that was loyal and patriotic was roused 
to activity by the common danger; and Granada, 
that had so long been lulled into inaction by vain 
hopes of security, now assumed a formidable aspect 
in the hour of its despair. 

Ferdinand saw that any attempt to subdue the city 
by main force, would be perilous and bloody. Cau- 
tious in his policy, and fond of conquests gained by 
art rather tlian valor, he resorted to the plan which 
had been so successful with Baza, and determined 
to reduce the place by famine. For this purpose, 
his armies penetrated into the very heart of the Al- 
puxarras, and ravaged the valleys, and sacked and 
burnt the towns, upon which the city depended for 
its supplies. Scouting parties, also, ranged the moun- 
tains behind Granada, and captured every casual 
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convoy of provisions. The Moore became more dar- 
ing, as their situation became more hopeless. Never 
had Ferdinand experienced such vigorous sallies and 
assault^. Mu/a, at the head of his cavalry, harassed 
the borders of the camp, and even penetrated into 
the interior, making sudden spoil and ravage, and 
leaving his course to be traced by the slain and wound- 
ed. To protect his camp from these assaults, Fer- 
dinand fortified it with deep trenches and strong 
bulwarks. It was of a quadrangular form, divided 
into streets like a city, the troops being quartered 
in tents, and in booths constructed of bushes and 
branches of trees. When it was completed, queen 
Isabella came in state, with all her court, and the 
prince and princesses, to be present at the si^e. This 
was intended, as on former occasions, to reduce the 
besieged to despair, by showing the determination of 
the sovereigns to reside in the camp until the city 
should surrender. Immediately after her arrival, the 
queen rode forth to survey the camp and its envi- 
rons : wherever she went, she was attended by a 
splendid retinue ; and all the commanders vied with 
each other, in the pomp and ceremony with which 
they received her. Nothing was heard, from morning 
until night, but shouts and acclamations, and bursts of 
martial music ; so that it appeared to the Moors as if 
a continual festival and triumph reigned in the chris- 
tian camp. 

The arrival of the queen, however, and the men- 
aced obstinacy of the siege, had no effect in damping 
tlie fire of the Moorish chivalry. Muza inspired the 
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youthful warriora with the most devoted heroism: 
" We have nothing left to fight for," said he, " but the 
ground we stand on ; when this is lost, we cease to 
have a country and a name." 

Finding the christian king forbore to make an 
attack, Muza incited his cavaliers to challenge Ihe 
youthful chivalry of the christian army to single coin- 
bat, or partial skirmishes. Scarce a day passed with- 
out gallant conflicts of the kind, in sight of the city 
and the camp. The combatants rivalled each other 
in the splendor of their armor and array, as well as 
in the prowess of their deeds. Their contests were 
more like the stately ceremonials of tilts and touma- 
menta, than tlie rude conflicts of the field. Ferdi- 
nand soon perceived that they animated the fiery 
Moors with fresh zeal and courage, while they cost 
the lives of many of his bravest cavaliers : he again, 
therefore, forbade the acceptance of any individual 
challenges, and ordered that all partial encounters 
should be avoided. The cool and stem policy of 
the Catholic sovereign bore hard upon the generous 
spirits of either army, but roused the indignation of 
the Moors, when they found that they were to be 
subdued in this inglorious manner : " Of what avail," 
said they, ^' arc chivalry and heroic valour ? the crafty 
monarch of the christians has no magnanimity in 
warfare ; he seeks to subdue us through the weakness 
of our bodies, but shuns to encounter the courage 
of our souls." 
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CHAPTER XLVII 

Cf the insoUfU defiance of Yarft the JIfoor, and the dot' 
ing exploit of Hernando Perez del Pvlgar, 

When the Moorish knights beheld that all coar^ 
teous challenges were unavailing, thej sought various 
means to provoke the christian warriors to the field. 
Sometimes a body of them, fleetly mounted^ would 
gallop up to the skirts of the camp, and try who 
should hurl his lance farthest within the barriers, 
having his name inscribed upon it, or a label affixed 
to it, containing some taunting defiance. These bra- 
vadoes caused great irritation, but still the Spanish 
warriors were restrained by the prohibitiaD of the 
king. 

Among the Moorish cavaliers was one named Yarfe, 
renowned for his great strength and daring spirit ; but 
whose courage partook of fierce audacity, rather than 
chivalric heroism. In one of these sallies, when 
they were skirting the christian camp, this arrogant 
Moor outstripped his companions, overleaped the 
barriers, and, galloping close to the royal quarters, 
lanched his lance so far within, that it remained 
quivering in the earth close by the pavilions of the 
sovereigns. The royal guards rushed forth in pursuit, 
but the Moorish horsemen were already beyond the 
camp, and scouring in a cloud of dust for the city. 
Upon wresting the lance from the earth, a label was 
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found upon it, importing that it was intended for the 
•queen. 

Nothing could equal the indignation of the chris- 
tian warriors, at the insolence of the bravado, and 
the discourteous insult offered to the queeit. Hernando 
Perez del Pulgar, surnamed "he of the exploits," was 
present, and resolved not to be outbraved by this 
daring infidel : " Who will stand by me," said he, " in 
an enterprise of desperate peril?" The christian cav- 
aliers well knew the harebrained valor of Hernando 
del Pulgar, jet not one hesitated to step forward. He 
chose fifteen companions, all men of powerful arm 
and dauntless heart. In the dead of the night, he led 
them forth from the camp, and approached the city 
jcautiously, until he arrived at a postern-gate, which 
jopened upon the Darro, and was guarded by foot- 
soldiers. The guards, little thinking of such an un- 
ivonted and partial attack, were for the most part 
asleep. The gate was forced, and a confused and 
chance-medley skirmish ensued : Hernando del Pulgar 
stopped not to take part in the affray : putting spurs 
to his horse, he galloped furiously through the streets, 
striking fire out of the stones at every bound. Ar- 
rived at the principal mosque, he sprang from his 
horse, and, kneeling at the portal, took po^ession of 
the edifice as a christian chapel, dedicating it to the 
blessed virgin. In testimonial of the ceremony, he 
took a tablet which he had brought with him, on 
which was inscribed in large characters, " Ave 
Maria," and nailed it to the door of the mosque with 
his dagger. This done, he remounted his steed, and 

Y2 33 
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galloped back to the ^nlo. Tlie alarm had been given 
— the city was in an uproar — soldiers were gatherii^ 
from every direction. They were astonished at see- 
ing a christian warrior galloping from the interior 
of the city. Meniando del Pulgar overturned some, 
cut down others, rejoined his companions, who still 
maintained po6sc*ssion of the gate by dint of hard 
^hting, and all made good their retreat to the camp. 
The Moors were at a loss to imagine the meanii^ of 
this wild and apparently fruitless assault ; but great 
was their exasperation, on the following day, when 
the trophy of hardihood and prowess, the "Ave 
Maria,'^ was discovered thus elevated in bravado in 
the very centre of the city. The mosque thos boldly 
sanctified by Hernando del Pulgar was actually con- 
secrated into a cathedral, after the capture of Gim- 
iiada«* 



* In commemoration of thii daring feat, the emperor Cbariei 
v., in ailer years, conferred on Pulgar and hii deacendanti the 
light of lepulture in that church, and the privilege of ritting in 
the choir during high man. This Hernando Perez del Pulgar wis 
a man of letters, as well as arms, and inscribed to Charles V. a smn* 
mary of the achievements of Gonsalvo of Cordova, sumamed the 
great captain, who had boon one of his comrades in arms. Hs 
is oflon confounded with Hernando del Pulgar, historian and 
secretary to queen Isabella. — See note to Pulgar*s Chron. of the 
Catholic Sovereigns, part 3. c. iii. edit. Valencia, 1780. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

How Queen Isabella took a mew of the city of Granada 
— and how her curiosity coat the lives of many Chris^ 
liana and Moora, 

The royal encampment lay at such a distance from 
Granada, that the general aspect of the city only could 
be seen, as it rose gracefully from the vega, covering 
the sides of the hills with palaces and towers. Queen 
Isabella had expressed an earnest desire to behold, 
nearer at hand, a city whose beauty was so renown- 
ed throughout the world; and the marques of Cadiz, 
with his accustomed courtesy, prepared a great mili- 
tary escort and guard, to protect the queen and the 
ladies of the court, while they enjoyed this perilous 
gratification. 

It was on the morning after the events recorded in 
the preceding chapter, that a magnificent and power- 
ful train issued forth from the christian camp. The 
advanced guard was composed of legions of cavalry, 
heavily armed, that looked like moving masses of 
polished steel. Then came the king and queen, with 
the prince and princess, and the ladies of the court, 
suiTOunded by the royal body-guard, sumptuously 
arrayed, composed of the sons of the most illustrious 
houses of Spain ; after these was the rear-guard, com- 
posed of a powerful force of horse and foot ; for the 
flower of the army sallied forth that day. The Moors 
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gazed with fearful admiration at this glorious pageanti 
wherein the pomp of the court was mingled with 
the terrors of the camp. It moved along in a radiant 
line, across the vega, to tlie melodious thunders of 
martial music ; while hanner and plume, and silken 
scarf, and rich hrocade, gave a gay and goi^eoiis 
relief to the grim visage of iron war, tliat lurked 
beneath. 

The army moved towards the hamlet of Zubia, 
built on the skirts of the mountain to the left of Gra- 
nada, and commanding a view of the Alhambra, and 
the most beautiful quarter of the city. As they ap- 
proached the hamlet, the marques of Villena, the 
count Urcfia, and Don Alonzo de Aguilar, filed off 
with their battalions, and were soon seen glittering 
along the side of the mountain above the village. In 
the mean time, the marques of Cadiz, the count de 
Tendilla, the count de Cabra, and Don Alonzo Fer- 
nandez, Senior of Alcandrcte and Montemayor, drew 
up their forces in battle array on the plain below the 
hamlet, presenting a living barrier of loyal chivalry 
between the sovereigns and the city. 

Thus securely guarded, the royal party alighted, 
and, entering one of the houses of the hamlet, which 
had been prepared for their reception, enjoyed a full 
view of the city from its terraced roof. The ladies 
of tlic court gazed with delight at the red towers 
of the Alhambra, rising from amidst shady groves, 
anticipating the time when the Catholic sovereigns 
should be enthroned within its walls, and its courts 
shine with the splendor of Spanish chivalry. " The 



THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA. 261 

teverend prelates and holy friars, who always sur- 
rounded the queen, looked with serene satisfaction,^' 
says Fray Antonio Agapida, ^^ at this modem Babylon, 
enjoying the triumph that awaited them, when those 
mosques and minarets should be converted into 
churches, and goodly priests and bishops should suc- 
ceed to the infidel alfaqtiis/' 

When the Moors beheld the christians thus drawn 
forth in full array in the plain, they supposed it was 
to ofier them battle ; and they hesitated not to accept 
it In a little while, the queen beheld a body of 
Moorish cavalry pouring into the vega, the riders 
managing their fleet and fiery steeds with admirable 
address. They were richly armed, and clothed in 
ihe most brilliant colors, and the caparisons of 
flieir steeds flamed with gold and embroidery. This 
was the favorite squadron of Muza, composed of the 
flower of the youthful cavaUers of Granada. Others 
succeeded, some heavily armed, some a la ginete 
with lance and buckler ; and lastly came the l^ons 
of foot-soldiers, with arquebuss and cross-bow, and 
spear and scimitar. 

When the queen saw this army issuing from the 
city, she sent to the marques of Cadiz, and forbade 
any attack upon the enemy, or the acceptance of 
any challenge to a skirmish; for she was loth that 
her curiosity should cost the Hfe of a single human 
being. 

The marques promised to obey, though sorely 
against his will ; and it grieved the spirit of the Span- 
ish cavaliers, to be obliged to remain with sheathed 
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swords while bearded hj the foe. The Moon covU 
not comprehend the meaning of this inacticMi of the 
christians, after having apparently invited a batde» 
They sallied several times from their ranks, and ap* 
preached near enough to dischai^e their arrows ; but 
tiie christians were immovable. Manj of the ]loo^ 
ish horsemen galloped close to the christian ranks, 
brandishing their lances and scimitars, and defying 
various cavaliers to single combat ; but king Ferdi- 
nand had rigorously prohibited all duels of the kind, 
and they dared not transgress his orders under bb 
very eye. 

While this grim and reluctant tranqmllity prevaSad 
along the christian line, there rose a minted shout and 
sound of laughter near the gate of the cityt A Mooiidi 
horseman, armed at all points, issued forth, IbUowed 
by a rabble, who drew back as he approached the 
scene of danger. The Moor was more robust and 
brawny than was common with his coontrymeiL Hii 
visor was closed; he bore a huge backter and a 
ponderous lance ; his scimitar was of a Damascni 
blade, and his richly ornamented dagger was wrooj^ 
by an artificer of Fez. He was known by his device 
to be Yarfe, the ipost insolent, yet valiant, of the 
Moslem warriors — the same who had hurled into the 
royal camp his lance, inscribed to the queen. As be 
rode slowly along in front of the army, his very steed, 
prancing with fiery eye and distended nostril, seemed 
to breath defiance to the christians. 

But what were the feelings of the Spanish cava 
liers, when they beheld, tied to the tail of his steed 
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and dragged in the dust, the very inscription, "Ave 
Maria,^^ which Hernando Perez del Pulgar had affix- 
ed to the door of the mosque ! A burst of horror and 
indignation broke forth from the army. Hernando 
del Pulgar was not at hand, to maintain his previous 
achievement ; but one of his young companions in 
arms, Garcilasso de la Vega by name, putting spurs 
to his horse, galloped to the hamlet of Zubia, threw 
himself on his knees before the king, and besought 
permission to accept the defiance of this insolent 
infidel, and to revenge the insult ofiered to our bless- 
ed Lady. The request was too pious to be refused : 
Garcilasso remounted his steed ; he closed his helmet, 
graced by four sable plumes, grasped his buckler of 
Flemish workmanship, and his lance of matchless 
temper, and defied the haughty Moor in the midst of 
his career. A combat took place, in view of the 
two armies and of the Castilian court. The Moor 
was powerful in wielding his weapons, and dextrous 
in managing his steed. He was of larger frame than 
Garcilasso, and more completely armed; and the 
christians trembled for their champion. The shock 
of their encounter was dreadful ; their lances were 
shivered, and sent up splinters in the air. Garcilasso 
was thrown back in his saddle — his horse made a 
wide career, before he could recover, gather up the 
reins, and return to the conflict. They now encoun- 
tered each other with swords. The Moor circled 
round his opponent, as a hawk circles whereabou 
to make a swoop ; his Arabian steed obeyed his 
rider, with matchless quickness ; at every attack of 
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the infidel, it seemed as if the christian knight miut 
sink beneath his flashing scimitar. But if Garcilaiso 
ivere inferior to him in power, he was superior in 
agility : many of his blows he parried ; others he re- 
ceived upon his Flemish shield, which was proof 
against the DamaHcus blade. The blood streamed 
from numerous wounds received by either warrior. 
The Moor, seeing his antagonist exhausted, availed 
himself of his superior force, and, grappling, endeav- 
ored to wrest him from his saddle. They both fell 
to earth ; the Moor placed his knee upon the breast 
of his victim, and, brandishing his dagger, aimed a 
blow at his throat. A cry of despair was uttered by 
the christian warriors, when suddenly they beheld 
tlie Moor rolling hfeless in the dust Garcilasso had 
shortened his sword, and, as his adversary raised hii 
arm to strike, had pierced him to the heart ^li 
was a singular and miraculous victory/^ says Fray 
Antonio Agapida; ^^but the christian knight was 
armed by the sacred nature of his cause, and the 
holy virgin gave him strength, like another David, to 
slay this gigantic champion of the Gentiles.^^ 

The laws of chivalry were observed throughout 
the coml)at — no one interfered on either side. Gar- 
cilasso now despoiled his adversary ; then, rescuing 
the holy inscription of "Ave Maria" from its degrad- 
ing situation, he elevated it on tlie point of his sword, 
and bore it off as a signal of triumph, amidst the rap- 
turous shouts of the christian army. 

The sun had now reached the meridian ; and the 
hot blood of the Moors was inflamed by its rays, and 
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by the sight of the defeat of their champion. Muza 
ordered two pieces of ordnance to open a fire upon 
the christians. A confusion was produced in one 
part of their ranks : Muza called to the chiefs of the 
army, " Let us waste no more time m empty chal- 
lenges — let us charge upon the enemy: he who as- 
saults has always an advantage in the comhat^' So 
saying, he rushed forward, followed by a lai^ body 
of horse and foot, and charged so furiously upon the 
advance guard of the christians, that he drove it in 
upon the battalion of the marques of Cadiz. 

The gallant marques now considered himself ab- 
solved from all further obedience to the queen^s com- 
mands. He gave the signal to attack. ^^ Santiago 1^* 
was shouted along the line ; and he pressed forward 
to the encounter, with his battalion of twelve hun- 
dred lances. The other cavaliers followed his ex- 
ample, and the battle instantly became general. 

When the king and queen beheld the armies thus 
rushing to the combat, they threw themselves on their 
knees, and implored the holy virgin to protect her 
faithful warriors. The prince and princess, the ladies 
of the court, and the prelates and friars who were 
present, did the same; and the effect of the prayers 
of these illustrious and saintly persons, was imme- 
diately apparent. The fierceness with which the 
Moors had rushed to the attack was suddenly cooled ; 
they were bold and adroit for a skirmish, but unequal 
to the veteran Spaniards in the open field. A panic 
seized upon the foot-soldiers — they turned, and took 
to flight Muza and his cavaliers in vain endeavored 
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to rally ihcfn. Some took refngc in the moantaini ; 
but the greater part fled to the city, in such confu- 
lion that they overturned and trampled upon each 
other. The chriMtiaiifi puniued them to the very gates. 
Upwards of two thousand were either killed, wound 
ed, or taken prinoneni ; and the two pieces of ord 
nance were brought off, as trophies of the victory. 
Not a christian lance but was bathed that day in the 
blood of an infidel.* 

Such was the brief but bloody action, which was 
known among the christian warriors by the name of 
"the queen^s skirmish;" for when the marques of 
Cadiz waited upon her majesty to apologize for break- 
ing her commands, he attributed the victory entirely 
to her presence. The queen, however, insisted that 
it was all owing to her troops being led on by so 
valiant a commander. Her majesty had not yet re- 
covered from her agitation at beholding so terrible a 
scene of bloodshed ; though certain veterans present 
pronounced it as gay and gentle a skirmish as they 
had ever witnessed. 

To commemorate this victory, the queen after- 
wards erected a monastery in this village of Zubia, 
dedicated to St. Francisco, which still exists; and in 
its garden is a laurel, planted by the hands of her 
majesty, t 



♦ Cura do low Palarion. 

t Tho hoiiwo from whrnro iho kirijy and qtiocti contomplated 
tho baltlo, in likowido lo bo Horn al Iho preHont day. It i« in tho 
first itroot, to tho right, on entering tho village Urom the vega ; 
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and the royal arms are painted on the ceilings. It is inhabited 
by a worthy farmer, Francisco Garcia, who, in showing the 
house, refuses all compensation, with true Spanish pride ; offer- 
ing, on the contrary, the hospitalities of his mansion to the stran- 
ger. His children are versed in the old Spanish ballads, about 
the exploits of Hernando Ferez del Fulgar and Gardlasso de la 
Vega. 
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CHAPTER XLK. 

Conflagration of the Christian camp. 

The ravages of war had as yet spared a little por- 
tion of the vega of Granada. A green belt of gar- 
dens and orchards still flourished round the city, ex- 
tending along the banks of the Xenel and the Darro. 
They had been the solace and delight of the inhab- 
itants in their happier days, and contributed to their 
sustenance in this time of scarcity. Ferdinand deter- 
mined to make a fuial and exterminating ravage to 
the very walls of the city, so that there should not 
remain a single green thing for the sustenance of man 
or beast The evening of a hot July day shone 
splendidly upon the christian camp, which was in a 
bustle of preparation for the next day's service — for 
desperate resistance was expected from the Moors. 
The camp made a glorious appearance, in the setting 
sun. The various tents of the royal family and the 
attendant nobles, were adorned with rich hangings, 
and sumptuous devices, and costly furniture; forming, 
as it were, a little city of silk and brocade, where 
the pinnacles of pavilions of various gay colors, sur- 
mounted with waving standards and fluttering pen- 
nons, might vie with the domes and minarets of the 
capital they were besieging. 

In the midst of this little gaudy metropolis, the 
lofty tent of the queen domineered over the rest like 
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a stately palace. The marques of Cadiz had cour- 
teously surrendered his own tent to the queen: it 
was the most complete and sumptuous in Christen- 
dom, and had heen carried about with him through- 
out the war. In the centre rose a stately alfaneque or 
pavilion in oriental taste, the rich hangings being sup- 
ported by columns of lances and ornamented with 
martial devices. This central pavilion, or silken 
tower, was surrounded by other compartments, some 
of painted linen lined with silk, and all separated 
from each other by curtains. It was one of those 
camp palaces which are raised and demolished in an 
instant, like the city of canvas that surrounds them. 

As the evening advanced, the bustle in the camp 
subsided. Every one sought repose, preparatory to 
ihe next day's trial. The king retired early, that he 
mi^t be up with the crowing of the cock, to head 
the destroying army in person. All stir of military 
preparation was hushed in the royal quarters; the very 
sound of miuistrelsy was mule, and not the tinkling 
of a guitar was to be heard from the tents of the fair 
ladies of the court. 

The queen had retired to the innermost part of her 
pavilion, where she was performing her orisons be- 
fore a private altar; perhaps the peril to which the 
king might be exposed in the next day's foray, inspir- 
ed her with more than usual devotion. While thus 
at her prayers, she was suddenly aroused by a glare 
of light, and. wreaths of suffocating smoke. In an 
instant, the whole tent was in a blaze: there was 
a high gusty wind, which whirled the light flames 
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from tent to tent, and wrapped the whole in one 
conflagration. 

liabella had barely time to nave herself by instant 
flight Her first thouglit, on being extricated from 
her tent, was for the safety of the king. She rushed 
to his ti!nt, but the vigilant Ferdinand was already 
at the entrance of it. Starting from bed on the first 
alarm, and fancying it an assanlt of tlie enemy, be 
had seized his sword and buckler, and sallied forth 
undressed, with his cuirass upon his arm. 

The late gorgeous camp was now a scene of wild 
confusion. The flames kept spreading from one 
pavilion to another, glaring upon the rich armor, and 
golden and silver vessels, which seemed melting in 
the fervent heat. Many of the :>oldiere had erected 
booths and bowers of branches, which, being diy, 
crackled and blazed, and added to the rapid con- 
flagration. The ladies of the court fled, shrieking 
and half-dressed, from their tents. There was an 
alarm of drum and trumpet, and a distracted hurry 
about the camp of men half armed. The prince 
Juan had been snatched out of bed by an attendant, 
and conveyed to the quarters of the count de Cabra, 
which were at the entrance of the camp. The loyal 
count immediately summoned his people, and those 
of his cousin Don Alonzo de Montemayor, and form- 
ed a guard round the tent in which the prince was 
•heltered. 

The idea that this was a stratagem of the Moon, 
soon subsided; but it was feared tliat they might take 
advantage of it, to assault the camp. The marques 
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of Cadiz, therefore, sallied forth with three thousand 
horse, to check any advance from the city. As they 
passed along, the whole camp was a scene of hurry 
and consternation — some hastening to their posts, at 
the call of drum and trumpet; some attempting to 
save rich effects and glittering armor from the tents, 
others dragging along terrified and restive horses. 

When they emerged from the camp, they found 
the whole firmament illuminated. The flames whirl- 
ed up in long light spires, and the air was filled with 
sparks and cinders. A bright glare was thrown upon 
the city, revealing every battlement and tower. Tur- 
baned heads were seen gazing from every roof, and 
armor gleamed along the walls; yet not a single 
warripr sallied from the gates : the Moors suspected 
some stratagem on the part of the christians, and 
kept quietly within their walls. By degrees, the 
flames expired ; the city faded from sight ; all again 
became dark and quiet, and the marques of Cadiz 
retained with his cavalry to the camp. 
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CHAPTER L. 

The last ravage before Granada. 

When Ihc day dawned on the christian camp, 
nothing remained of that beautiful assemblage of state- 
ly pavilions, but heaps of smouldering rubbish, witb 
helms and corselets and other furniture of war, and 
masses of melted gold and silver glittering among the 
ashes. The wardrobe of the queen was entirely de- 
stroyed, and there was an immense loss in plate, 
jewels, costly stuffs, and sumptuous armor of the 
luxurious nobles. The fire at first had been attribut- 
ed to treachery, but on investigation it proved to be 
entirely accidental. The queen, on retiring to her 
prayers, had ordered her lady in attendance to re- 
move a light burning near her couch, lest it should 
prevent her sleeping. Through heedlessness, the 
taper was placed xvf.^oihev part of the tent, near the 
hangings, which, b^Mlf^blown against it by a gust of 
wind, immediatdf took fire. 

The wary Ferdinand knew the sanguine temper- 
ament of the Moors, and hastened to prevent their 
deriving confidence from the night's disaster. At 
break of day, the drums and trumpets sounded to 
arms, and the christian army issued from among the 
smoking ruins of their camp, in shining squadrons, 
with flaunting banners and bursts of martial melody, 
as though the preceding night had been a time of hi^ 
ivity, instead of terror. 
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The Moors had beheld the conflagration with won- 
ier and perplexity. When the day broke, and they 
coked towards the christian camp, they saw nothing 
)ut a dark smoking mass. Their scouts came in, with 
he joyful intelligence that the whole camp was a 
\cene of ruin. Scarce had the tidings spread through 
)ut the city, when they beheld the christian army 
idvancing towards their walls. They considered it 
i feint, to cover their desperate situation and pre- 
pare for a retreat. Boabdil el Chico had one of his 
mpulses of valor — ^he determined to take the field in 
)erson, and to follow up this signal blow which Allah 
lad inflicted on the enemy. 

The christian army approached close to the city, 
ind were laying waste the gardens and orchards, when 
3oabdil sallied forth, surrounded by all that was left 
>f the flower and chivalry of Granada. There is 
me place where even the coward becomes brave — 
hat sacred spot called home. What then must have 
)een the valor of the Moors, a people always of 
iery spirit, when the war was thus brought to their 
faresbolds ! They fought among the scenes of their 
oves and pleasures ; the scenes of their infancy, and 
he haunts of their domestic life. They fought under 
he eyes of their wives and children, their old men 
ind their maidens, of all that was helpless and all 
hat was dear to them ; for all Granada, crowded on 
»wer and battlement, watched with trembling heart 
he fate of this eventful day. 

There was not so much one battle, as a variety of 
battles ; every garden and orchard became a scene of 
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Muza endeavored to retrieve the fortune of the 
field. He threw himself before the retreating infan- 
try, calling upon them to turn and fight for their 
homes, their families, for every thing that was sacred 
and dear to them. It was all in vain: — they were 
totally broken and dismayed, and fled tumultuously 
for the gates. Muza would fain have kept the field 
with his cavalry ; but this devoted band, having stood 
the brunt of war throughout this desperate campaign, 
was fearfully reduced in numbers, and many of the 
survivors were crippled and enfeebled by their 
wounds. Slowly and reluctantly Muza retreated to 
the city, his bosom swelling with indignation and 
despair. When he entered the gates, he ordered 
them to be closed, and secured with bolts and bars ; 
for he refused to place any further confidence in the 
archers and arquebusiers who were stationed to de- 
fend them, and he vowed never more to sally forth 
with foot-soldiers to the field. 

In the mean time the artillery thundered from the 
walls, and checked all further advances of the chris- 
tians. King Ferdinand, therefore, called off his 
troops, and returned in triumph to the ruins of his 
camp, leaving the beautiful city of Granada wrapped 
in the smoke of her fields and gardens, and surround- 
ed by the bodies of her slaughtered children. 

Such was the last sally made by the Moors, in de- 
fence of their favorite city. The French ambassa- 
dor, who witnessed it, was filled with wonder, at the 
prowess, the dexterity, and daring of the Moslems. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

BuHding of the city of Santa F& — Despair of the Moors, 

The Moors now shut themselves up gloomily with- 
in their walls ; there were no longer any daring sallies 
from their gates ; and even the martial clangor of the 
drum and trumpet, which had continually resounded 
within that warrior city, was now seldom heard from 
its battlements. For a time, they flattered themselves 
with hopes that the late conflagration of the camp 
would discourage the besiegers ; that, as in former 
years, their invasion would end with the summer, and 
that they would again withdraw before the Autumnal 
rains. 

The measures of Ferdinand and Isabella soon 
crushed these hopes. They gave orders to build a 
regular city upon the site of their camp, to convince 
the Moors that the siege was to endure until the sur- 
render of Granada. Nine of the principal cities of 
Spain were chained with this stupendous undertak- 
ing; and they emulated each other, with a zeal wor- 
thy of the cause. " It verily seems," says Fray An- 
tonio Agapida, '' as though some miracle operated to 
aid this pious work, so rapidly did arise a formidable 
city, with solid edifices, and powerful walls, and 
mighty towers, where lately had been seen nothing 
bat tents and light pavilions. The city was traversed 
by two principal streets in form of a cross, terminat- 
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ing in four gates facing the four winds ; and in the 
centre was a vaHt H()uare, where tlic whole army 
might he a.s.scnil)led. To this city it was proposed 
to give the name of Isahella, ho dear to the army and 
Uie nation ; ^^ hut that pious princess/^ adds Antonio 
Agapida,"raning to mind the holy cause in which it 
was erected, gave it the name of Santa Fe, (oi'the 
City of the Holy Faitli ;) and it remains to this day, 
a monument of the piety and glory of tlic Catholic 
Bovereigns." 

Hither the merchants soon resorted, from all points. 
Long trains of mules were seen every day entering 
and departing from its gates; the streets were 
crowded with magazines, filled with all kinds of 
costly and luxurious merchandise ; a scene of bustling 
commerce and prosperity took place, while unhappy 
Granada remained shut up and desolate. . 

In the mean time, the besieged city began to suffer 
the distress of famine. Its supplies were all cut off; 
a cavalgada of flocks and herds, and mules laden with 
money, coming to the relief of the city from the 
mountains of the Alpuxarras, was taken by the mar- 
ques of Cadiz, and led in triumph to the camp, in 
sight of the suffering Moors. Autumn arrived ; but 
the liarvests had been swept from the face of the 
country ; a rigorous winter was approaching, and the 
city was almost destitute of provisions. The people 
sank into deep despondency. They called to mind 
all that had been predicted by astrologers at the birth 
of tlieir ill-starred sovereign, and all that had been 
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foretold of the fate of Granada at the time of the 
capture of Zahara. 

Boabdil was alarmed by the gathering dangers from 
without, and by the clamors of his starving people. 
He summoned a council, composed of the principal 
officers of the army, the alcaydes of the fortresses", the 
xequis or sages of the city, and the alfaquis or doctors 
of the faith. They assembled in the great hall of 
audience of the Alhambra, and despair was painted 
in their countenances. Boabdil demanded of them, 
what was to be done in their present extremity ; and 
fheir answer was, " Surrender." The venerable 
Abul Cazim Abdel Melic, governor of the city, repre- 
sented its unhappy state : " Our granaries are nearly 
exhausted, and no further supplies are to be expected. 
The provender for the war-horses is required as sus- 
tenance for the soldiery ; the very horses themselves 
are killed for food ; of seven thousand steeds which 
once could be sent into the field, three hundred only 
remain. Our city contains two hundred thousand 
inhabitants, old and young, with each a mouth that 
calls piteously for bread." 

The xequis and principal citizens declared that the 
people could no longer sustain the labors and suf- 
ferings of a defence : "And of what avail is our de- 
fence," said they, " when the enemy is determined to 
persist in the siege ? — what alternative remains, but 
to surrender or to die?" 

The heart of Boabdil was touched by this appeal, 
and he maintained a gloomy silence. He had cher- 
ished some faint hope of reUef from the soldan of 
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Egypt or the Barbary powers : but it was now at an 
end ; even if such assistance were to be sent, he had 
no longer a sea-port where it might debark. The 
counsellors saw that the resolution of the king was 
shaken, and they united their voices in ui^ng him to 
capitulate. 

The valiant Muza alone arose in opposition: ^It 
is yet too early," said he, " to talk of a surrender. 
DuT means are not exhausted; we have yet one 
source of strength remaining, terrible in its effects, 
and which often has achieved die most signal vic- 
tories — ^it is our despair. Let us rouse the mass of 
ihe people — let us put weapons in their hands — let 
us fight the enemy to the very utmost, until we rush 
upon the points of their lances. I am ready to lead 
the way into the thickest of their squadrons; and much 
rather would I be numbered among diose who fell in 
the defence of Granada, than of those vdio survived 
to capitulate for her surrender!" 

The words of Muza were without effect, for they 
were addressed to broken-spirited and heartless men, 
or men, perhaps, to whom sad experience had tau^t 
discretion. They were arrived at that state of 
public depression, when heroes and heroism are no 
longer regarded, and when old men and their coun- 
sels rise into importance. Boabdil el Chico yielded 
to the general voice ; it was determined to capitulate 
with the christian sovereigns; and the venerable 
Abul Cazim Abdel Melic was sent forth to the camp, 
empowered to treat for terms. 
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CHAPTER LII. 

Capitulation of Granada, 

The old governor, Abul Cazim Abdel Melic, was 
received with great distinction by Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, who appointed Gonsalvo of Cordova and Fer- 
nando de Zafra, secretary to the king, to confer with 
him. All Granada awaited, in trembling anxiety, the 
result of his negotiations. After repeated conferences, 
he at length returned with the ultimate terms of the 
Catholic sovereigns. They agreed to suspend all 
attack for seventy days, at the end of which time, if 
no succor should arrive to the Moorish king, the city 
of Granada was to be surrendered. 

All christian captives should be liberated, without 
ransom. 

Boabdil and his principal cavaliers should take an 
oath of fealty to the Castilian crown, and certain 
valuable territories in the Alpuxarra mountains should 
be assigned to the Moorish monarch for his main- 
tenance. 

The Moors of Granada should become subjects of 
the Spanish sovereigns, retaining their possessions, 
their arms and horses, and yielding up nothing but 
their artillery. They should be protected in the 
exercise of their religion, and governed by their own 
laws, administered by cadis of their own faith, under 
governors appointed by the sovereigns. They shoulu 
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be exempted from tribute for three yean, after which 
term they Bhould pay the same that they had been 
accustomed to render to their native monarchs. 

Those who chose to depart for Africa within three 
years, should be provided with a passage for them- 
selves and their cfTectji, free of charge, from what- 
ever port they should prefer. 

For the fulfilment of these articles, four hundred 
hostages from the principal families were required, 
previous to the surrender, to be sul>sequently restor- 
ed. The son of the king of Granada, and all other 
hostages in possession of the Castilian sovereigns, 
were to be restored at the same time. 

Such were the conditions that the wazir Abul 
Cazim laid before the council of Granada, as the 
best that could be obtained from the besieging foe. 

When the members of the council found that the 
awful moment had arrived when they were to sign 
and seal the perdition of their empire, and blot them- 
selves out as a nation, all firmness deserted them, and 
many gave way to tears. Muza alone retained an 
unaltered mien : *' Leave, seniors,^' cried be, ^ this 
idle lamentation to helpless women and children : we 
are men — we have hearts, not to shed tender tears, 
but drops of blood. I see the spirit of the people so 
cast down, that it is impossible to save the kingdom. 
Yet there still remains an alternative for noble minds 
-—a glorious death ! Let us die defending our liberty, 
and avenging the woes of Granada. Our mother 
earth will receive her children into her bosom, safe 
from the chains and oppressions of the conqueror ; 
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Of, should any fail a sepulchre to hide his remains, 
he will not want a skj to cover him. Allah forbid, it 
'should be said the nobles of Granada feared to die in 
her defence !^' 

Muza ceased to speak, and a dead silence reigned 
in the assembly. Boabdil el Chico looked anxiously 
round, and scanned every face ; but he read in them 
all the anxiety of care-worn men, in whose hearts 
enthusiasm was dead, and who had grown callous to 
every chivalrous appeal. "Allah Acbar! God is 
great!" exclaimed he; "there is no God but God, 
and Mahomet is his prophet ! It is in vain to stru^le 
against the will of Heaven. Too surely was it writ- 
ten in the book of fate, that I should be unfortunate, 
and the kingdom expire under my rule.*' 

" Allah Acbar! God is great i" echoed the viziers 
and alfaquis ; " the will of God be done T' So they 
all accorded with the king, tliat these evils were pre- 
ordained; that it was hopeless to contend with them ; 
and that the terms offered by the Castilian monarchs 
were as favorable as could be expected. 

When Muza saw that they were about to sign the 
treaty of surrender, he rose in violent indignation : 
** Do not deceive yourselves," cried he, " nor think 
the; christians will be faithful to their promises, or 
their king as magnanimous in conquest as he has been 
victorious in war. Death is the least we have to fear. 
It is the plundering and sacking of our city, the pro- 
fanation of our mosques, the ruin of our homes, the 
violation of our wives and daughters — cruel oppres- 
iion, bigoted intolerance, whips and chains, the dun- 
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gcon, the fagot, and the ntakc — such arc the tnifierici 
and indignities we shall see and stifler; at least, those 
grovehng souls will see them, who now shrink from 
an honorahlc death. For my part, by Allah, I will 
never witness them I" 

With these words he left the council-chamber, and 
strode gloomily through the Court of Lions and the 
outer halls of the Alhambra, without deigning to speak 
to the obsequious courtiers who attended in them. 
He repaired to his dwelling, armed himself at all 
points, mounted his favorite war-horse, and, issuing 
forth from the city by the gate of Elvira, was never 
•een or heard of more.* 

Such is the account given by Arabian historians, of 
the exit of Muza ben Abel Gazan ; but the venerable 
Fray Antonio Agapida endeavors to clear up the 
mystery of his fate. That very evening, a small 
party of Andalusian cavaliers, somewhat more than 
half a score of lances, were riding along the banks of 
the Xenel, where it winds through the vega. They 
beheld in the twilight a Moorish warrior approach- 
ing, closely locked up from head to foot in proof. 
His visor was closed, his lance in rest, his powerful 
charger barbed like himself in steel. The christians 
were lightly armed, with corselet, helm, and target; 
for, during the truce, they apprehended no attack. 
Seeing, however, the unknown warrior approach in 
this hostile guise, they challenged him to stand and 
declare himself. 

* Condo, part 4. 
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The Moslem answered not, but, chai^ng into the 
midst of them, transfixed one knight with his lance, 
and bore him out of his saddle to the earth. Wheel- 
ing round, he attacked the rest with his scimitar. 
His blows were furious and deadly; he seemed re- 
gardless what wounds he received, so he could but 
slay. He was evidently fighting, not for glory^ but 
revenge— eager to inflict death, but careless of surviv- 
ing to enjoy victory. Near one-half of the cavaliers 
fell beneath his sword, before he received a dangerous 
wound, so completely was he cased in armor of proo£ 
At length he was desperately wounded, and his 
steed, being pierced by a lance, sank to the ground. 
The christians, admiring the valor of the Moor, would 
have spared his life ; but he continued to fight upon 
his knees, brandishing a keen dagger of Fez. Find- 
ing at length he could no longer battle, and deter- 
mined not to be taken prisoner, he threw himself, 
widi an expiring exertion, into the Xenel, and his 
armor sank him to the bottom of the stream. 

This unknown warrior the venerable Agapida 
pronounces to have been Muza ben Abel Gazan, 
and says his horse was recognised by certain con- 
verted Moors of the christian camp : the fact, how- 
ever, has alway remained in doubt. 
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CHAPTER LIII. 

Commotions in Granada. 

The capitulation for the surrender of Granada was 
signed on the 25th of November, 1481, and produced 
a sudden cessation of those hostihties which had raged 
for so many years. Christian and Moor might now 
be seen mingling courteously on the banks of the 
Xenel and the Darro, where to have met a few days 
previous would have produced a scene of sanguinary 
contest Still, as the Moors might be suddenly arous- 
ed to defence, if, within the allotted term of seventy 
days, succors should arrive from abroad ; and as they 
were at all times a rash, inflammable people, the wary 
Ferdinand maintained a vigilant watch upon the city, 
and permitted no supplies of any kind to enter. His 
garrisons in the sea-ports, and his cruisers in the 
Straits of Gibraltar, were ordered likewise to guard 
against any relief from the grand soldan of Egypt, or 
the princes of Barbary. There was no need of such 
precautions. Those powers were either too much 
engrossed by their own wars, or too much daunted 
by the success of the Spanish arms, to interfere in a 
desperate cause ; and the unfortunate Moors of Gra- 
nada were abandoned to their fate. 

The month of December had nearly passed away ' 
the famine became extreme, and there was no hope 
of any favorable event within the term specified in 
the capitulation. Boabdil saw, that to hold out to tho 
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end of the allotted time would but be to protract 
the miseries of his people. With the consent of his 
council, he determined to surrender the citj on the 
sixth of January. On the 30th of December, he 
sent his grand vizier Yusef Aben Comixa, with the 
four hundred hostages, to king Ferdinand, to make 
known his intention ; bearing him, at the same time, 
a present of a magnificent scimitar, and two Arabian 
steeds superbly caparisoned. 

The unfortunate Boabdil was doomed to meet with 
trouble, to the end of his career. The very next day, 
the santon or dervise Hamet Aben Zarrax, the same 
who had uttered prophecies and excited commotions 
on former occasions, suddenly made his appearance. 
Whence he came, no one knew ; it was rumored that 
he had been in the mountains of the Alpuxarras, and 
on the coast of Barbary, endeavoring to rouse the 
Moslems to the relief of Granada. He was reduced 
to a skeleton ; his eyes glowed like coals in their 
sockets, and his speech was little better than frantic 
raving. He harangued the populace, in the streets 
and squares ; inveighed against the capitulation, de- 
nounced the king and nobles as Moslems only in 
name, and called upon the people to sally forth 
against the unbelievers, for that Allah had decreed 
them a signal victory. 

Upwards of twenty thousand of the populace 
seized their arms, and paraded the streets with shouts 
and outcries. The shops and houses were shut up 
the king himself did not dare to venture forth, but 
remained a kind of prisoner in the Alhambra. 
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Tho turbulent multitudo continued roaming tnd 
shouting and liowling about the cityt during the daj 
and a part of tlic nig^t I lunger, and a wintrjr tern* 
pent, tnmod their freiixy ; and when morning came, 
the cnthtmififtt wlio luid led them on had diMippeared. 
Whether lie had l>ecn diNpoMMl of bjr the emiMariei 
of the king, or by ttie lending men of the city, it not 
known : liin diHappoRmnce rcmnint a myvtery.^ 

The Moorinli king now innued from the Alhambra, 
attended by bin principal noblen, and harangued the 
populucc. lie vet forth tlio necesiity of complying 
wiUi the capitulation, from the famine that reigned 
in the city, tlie futility of defence, and from tlie iiof- 
tages having already been delivered into the liandf 
of the bcfiiegeni. 

In the dejection of his spiriti, tlie unfortunate Bo* 
abdil attributed to himiielf the miierief of the country 
^ It wai my crime in ancending the throne in rebel 
lion against my father,** said he, mournfully, ** which 
hail brought thcffc woes upon the kingdom; but Allah 
has grievously visited my sins upon my bead. For 
your sake, my people, I have now made this treaty, 
to protect you from the sword, your little ones from 
fiimine, your wives and daughters from the outrages 
of war ; and to secure you in the enjoyment of your 
properties, your liberticN, your laws, and your religioDf 
under a soventigti of happier destinies than the iU- 
starrc<i Hoabdil.** 

I'hc versatile population were touched by the btt' 

^ MsiisAS* 
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mility of their sovereign — ^they agreed to adhere to 
the capitalation, and there was even a faint shout of 
"Long live Boabdil the unfortunate!" and they all 
returned to their homes in perfect tranquillity. 

Boabdil immediately sent missives to king Ferdi- 
nand, apprizing him of these events, and of his fears 
lest further delay should produce new tumults. He 
proposed, therefore, to surrender the city on the fol- 
lowing day. The Castilian sovereigns assented, with 
great satisfaction; and preparations were made in 
city and camp for this great event, that was to seal 
the fate of Granada. 

It was a night of doleful lamentings, withm the 
walls of the Alhambra ; for the household of Boabdil 
were preparing to take a last farewell of that delight- 
ful abode. All the royal treasures, and the most 
precious effects of the Alhambra, were hastily packed 
upon mules ; the beautiful apartments were despoiled, 
with tears and wailings, by their own inhabitants* 
Before the dawn of day, a mournful cavalcade moved 
obscurely out of a postern-gate of the Alhambra, 
and departed through one of the most retired quar- 
ters of the city. It was composed of the family of 
the unfortunate Boabdil, which he sent off thus pri- 
vately, that they might not be exposed to the eyes 
of scoffers, or the exultation of the enemy. The 
mother of Boabdil, the sultana Ayxa la Horra, rode 
on in silence, with dejected yet dignified demeanor; 
but his wife Zorayma, and all the females of his 
household, gave way to loud lamentations, as they 
looked back upon their favorite abode, now a mass 

Bb 37 



290 A aiRONICLE OF 

of gloomy towers behind them. They were attended 
by the ancient domestics of the household, and by a 
small guard of veteran Moors, loyally attached to the 
fallen monarch, and who would have sold their lives 
dearly in defence of his family. The city was yet 
buried in sleep, as they passed through its silent 
streets. The guards at the gate shed tears, as they 
opened it for their departure. They paused not, but 
proceeded along the banks of the Xenel on the road 
that leads to the Alpuxarras, until they arrived at a 
hamlet at some distance from the city, where they 
halted, and waited until they should be joined by king 
BoabdiL 
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CHAPTER Uy. 

Surrender of Granada. 

The sun had scarcely begun to shed his beams 
upon the summits of the snowy mountains which 
rise above Granada, when the christian camp was in 
motion. A detachment of hors6 and foot, led by 
distinguished cavaliers, and accompanied by Her- 
nando de Talavera, bishop of Avila, proceeded to 
take possession of the Alhambra and the towers. It 
had been stipulated in the capitulation, that the de- 
tachment sent for this purpose should not enter by 
the streets of the city; a road had therefore been 
opened, outside of the walls, leading by the Puerta 
de los Molinos, or the Gate of the Mills, to the sum- 
mit of the Hill of Martyrs, and across the hill to a 
postern-gate of the Alhambra. 

When the detachment arrived at the summit of 
the hill, the Moorish king came forth from the gate, 
attended by a handful of cavaliers, leaving his vizier 
Yusef Aben Comixa to deliver up the palace. " Go, 
senior," said he to the commander of the detachment, 
"go and take possession of those fortresses, which 
Allah has bestowed upon your powerful sovereigns, 
in punishment of the sins of the Moors." He said 
no more, but passed mournfully on, along the same 
road by which the Spanish cavaliers had come ; de- 
scending to the vega, to meet the Catholic sovereigns 
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The troops entered the Alhambra, the gates of which 
were wide open, and all itb splendid courts and halls 
silent and deserted. 

In the mean time, the christian court and army 
poured out of the citjr of Santa F^^ and advanced 
across the vega. The king and queen, with the 
prince and princess, and the dignitaries and ladies of 
the court, took the lead, accompanied by the differ- 
ent orders of monks and friars, and surrounded by 
the royal guards splendidly arrayed. The proces- 
sion moved slowly forward, and paused at the village 
of Armilla, at the distance of half a league frooi the 
city. 

The sovereigns waited here with impatience, Aeir 
eyes fixed on the lody tower of the Alhambra, watch- 
ing for the appointed signal of possession. The time 
that had elapsed since the 4epftrture of the detach- 
ment seemed to them more than necessary for the pur^ 
pose, and the anxious mind of Ferdinand began to 
entertain doubts of some commotion in the city. At 
length they saw the silver cross, the great standard of 
this crusade, elevated on the Torre de la Vala, or 
Great Watch-To wer, and sparkling in the sunbeams. 
This was done by Hernando de Talavera, bishop of 
Avila. Beside it was planted the pennon of the glori- 
ous apostle St James, and a great shout of ^Santiago ! 
Santiago!" rose throughout the army. Lastly was 
reared the royal standard by the king of arms, with 
the shout of ^^ Castile! Castile! For king Ferdinand 
and queen Isabella!" The words were echoed by 
the whole army, with acclamations that resounded 
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across the vega. At sight of these signals of posses- 
sion, the sovereigns sank upon their knees, giving 
thanks to God for this great triumph; the whole 
assembled host followed their example, and the 
choristers of the royal chapel broke forth into the 
solemn anthem of " Te Deum laudamusj*'^ 

The procession now resumed its march with joy- 
ful alacrity, to the sound of triumphant music, until 
they came to a small mosque, near the banks of the 
XeneL, and not far from the foot of the Hill of Mar- 
tyrs, which edifice remains to the present day, con- 
secrated as the hermitage of St Sebastian. Here 
the sovereigns were met by the unfortunate Boabdil, 
accompanied by about fifty .cavaliers and domestics. 
As he drew near, he would have dismounted in token 
of homage, but Ferdinand prevented him. He then 
proffered to kiss the king's hand, but this sign of 
FaRsalage was likevdse declined; whereupon, not to 
be outdone ia magnanimity, he leaned forward and 
kissed the right arm of Ferdinand. Queen Isabella 
also refused to receive this ceremonial of homage, 
and, to console him under his adversity, delivered to 
him his son, who had remained as hostage ever since 
Boabdil's liberation from captivity. The Moorish 
monarch pressed his child to his bosom with tender 
emotion, and they seemed mutually endeared to each 
other by their misfortunes.* 

He then deUvered the keys of the city to king Fer- 
dinand, with an air of mingled melancholy and resig- 



* Zurita, Anales de Aragon. 

Bb2 



394 A ciiRoivicxB or 

nation : " Tlicnc kcy«," hh'kI ho, ♦• arc the last rclici 
of the Anibiun empire in Spain : tliinc% oh king, are 
our trophies, our kingdom, and our person. Such 
is the will ofCiod I Uoceivc them with the clemency 
thou hfiHt promised, and wtiicli we look for at thy 
hands."* 

King Ferdinand restrained his exaltation into an 
air of serene magnanimity. *^ Doubt not our prom- 
ises," replied he, ^^ nor that thou shalt regain from 
our friendHhip the prosperity of which the fortune of 
war has deprived thee." 

On receiving the keys, king Ferdinand handed 
them to the queen ; she in her turn presented them to 
her son prince Juan, who delivered them to the count 
de Tendiila, Uiat bravo and loyal cavalier being ap- 
pointed alcayde of the city, and captain-general of 
tlie kingdom of Granada. 

Having surrendered the last symbol of power, the 
unfortunate Boabdil continued on towards the Alpux- 
arras, that he might not behold the entrance of tlie 
christians into his capital. His devoted band of 
cavaliers followed him in gloomy silence ^ but heavy 
sighs burst from their bosoms, as shouts of joy and 
strains of triumphant music were borne on the breeze 
from the victorious army. 

Having rejoined his family, Boabdil set forward 
with a heavy heart for his allotted residence in the 
valley of Purchena. At two letigucs^ distance, the 
cavalcade, winding into the skirts of the Alpuxarras, 



♦ Aharca, Analos do Aragon, liey 30. c. 3. 
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ascended an eminence commanding the last view of 
Granada. As they arriyed at this spot, the Moors 
paused inyoluntarily, to take a farewell gaze at their 
beloved city, which a few steps more would shut 
from their sight for ever. Never had it appeared so 
lovely in their eyes. The sunshine, so bright in that 
transparent climate, lit up each tower and minaret, 
and rested gloriously upon the crowning battlements 
of the Alhambra; while the vega spread its enameled 
bosom of verdure below, glistening with the silver 
windings of the Xenel. The Moorish cavaliers>gazed 
with a silent agony of tenderness and grief upon that 
delicious abode, the scene of their loves and pleasures. 
While they yet looked, a light cloud of smoke burst 
forth from the citadel, and presently a peal of artil- 
lery, faintly heard, told that the city was taken pos- 
session of, apd the throne of the Moslem kings was 
lost for ever. The heart of Bpabdil, softened by mis- 
fortunes and overcharged with grief, could no longer 
contain itself: "Allah Acbar! God is great !^^ said he ; 
but the words of resignation died upon his lips, and 
he burst into a flood of tears. 

His mother, the intrepid sultana Ayxa la Horra, 
was indignant at his weakness : " You do well,^^ said 
she, " to weep like a woman, for what you failed to 
defend like a man!^^ 

The vizier Aben Comixa endeavored to console 
his royal master. "Consider, sire," said he, "that 
the most signal misfortunes often render men as re- 
nowned as the most prosperous achievements, pro- 
vided they sustain them with magnanimity." 
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The iinhappj monarch, however, was not to be 
consoled ; his tears continued to flow. ^^ Allah Ac- 
bar 1"" exclaimed he ; ^^ wlien did misfortunes ever 
c<|ua1 mine 7^* 

F*rom this circumstance, the hill, which is not far 
from ttic Padut, took the name of F'eg Allah Acbar: 
but the point of view commanding the last prospect 
of Granada, is known among Spaniards by the name 
of El ultimo Bwpiro del Moro^ or, ^^Tbe last sigh of 
the Moor/' 
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CHAPTER LV, 

How the CastUian Sovereigns took possesnon of 

Chranada, 

When the Castilian sovereigns had received the 
keys of Granada from the hands of Boahdil el Chico, 
the royal army resumed its triumphant march. As it 
approached the gates of the city, in all the pomp of 
courtly and chivalrous array, a procession of a differ- 
ent kind came forth to meet it This was composed 
of more than five hundred christian captives, many of 
vrhom had languished for years in Moorish dungeons. 
Pale and emaciated, they came clanking their chains 
in triumph, and shedding tears of joy. They were 
received with tenderness hy the sovereigns. The 
king hailed them as good Spaniards, as men loyal and 
brave, as martyrs to the holy cause ; the queen dis- 
tributed liberal relief among them with her own 
hands, and they passed on before the squadrons of 
the army, singing h3rmns of jubilee.* 

The sovereigns did not enter the city on this day 
of its surrender, but waited until it should be fully 
occupied by their troops, and public tranquillity 
insured. The marques de Villena and the count de 
Tendilla, with three thousand cavalry and as many 
infantry, marched in and took possession, accompa 

* Abarca, lib. sup. Zorita, &c 

38 
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nicd bj the proselyte prince Cidi Yahye, now known 
by tlie christian appellation of Don Pedro de Granada, 
who was appointed chief alguazil of the city, and had 
charge of the Moorish inhabitants, and by his son the 
late prince Alnayar, now Don Alonzo de Granada, 
who was appointed admiral of the fleets. In a little 
while, every battlement glistened with christian 
helms and lances, the standard of the faith and of 
the realm floated from every tower, and the thun- 
dering salvoes of the ordnance told that the subjuga- 
tion of the city was complete. 

The grandees and cavaliers now knelt and kissed 
the hands of the king and queen and the prince Juan, 
and congratulated them on the acquisition of so great 
a kingdom ; after which, the royal procession returned 
in state to Santa F6. 

It was on the sixth of January, die day of kings and 
festival of the Epiphany, that the sovereigns made 
their triumphal entry. The king and queen (says 
the worthy Fray Antonio Agapida) looked, on this 
occasion, as more than mortal : the venerable eccle- 
siastics, to whose advice and zeal this glorious con- 
quest ought in a great measure to be attributed, moved 
along with hearts swelling with holy exultation, but 
with chastened and downcast looks of edifying hu- 
mility ; while the hardy warriors, in tossing plumes 
and shining steel, seemed elevated with a stern joy, 
at finding themselves in possession of this object of 
so many toils and perils. As the streets resounded 
with the tramp of steed and swelling peals of music, 
the Moors buried themselves in the deepest recesses 
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of their dwellings. There they bewailed in secret 
the fallen gloiy of their race, but suppressed their 
groans, lest they should be heard by their enemies 
and increase their triumph. 

The royal procession advanced to the principal 
mosque, which had been consecrated as a cathedral. 
Here the sovereigns oflFered up prayers and thanks- 
givings, and the choir of the royal chapel chanted a 
triumphant anthem, in which they were joined by 
all the courtiers and cavaliers. Nothing (says Fray 
Antonio Agapida) could exceed the thankfulness to 
God of the pious king Ferdinand, for having enabled 
bim to eradicate from Spain the empire and name of 
that accursed heathen race, and for the elevation of 
the cross in that city wherein the impious doctrines 
of Mahomet had so long been cherished. In the 
fervor of his spirit, he supplicated from Heaven a 
continuance of its grace, and that this glorious tri- 
umph might be perpetuated.* The prayer of the 
pious monarch was responded by the people, and 
even his enemies were for once convinced of his 
sincerity. 

When the religious ceremonies were concluded, 
the court ascended to the stately palace of the Al- 
bambra, and entered by the great gate of Justice. The 
balls lately occupied by turbaned infidels now rustled 
with stately dames and christian courtiers, who wan- 
dered with eager curiosity over this far-famed palace, 



* The words of Fray Antonio Agapida are little more than an 
echo of those of the wortliy Jesuit father Mariana, (L. 25. c. 18.) 



aoo A cHRomcue or 

admiring its verdant courts and gushing fountains, its 
halls decorated with elegant arabesques and storied 
with inscriptions, and the splendor of its gilded and 
brilliantly painted ceilings. 

It had been a last request of the unfortunate Bo- 
abdil, and one which showed how deeply he felt the 
transition of his fate, that no person might be permit- 
ted to enter or depart bj the gate of tibe Alhambra, 
through which he had sallied forth to surrender his 
capital. His request was granted; the portal was 
closed up, and remains so to the present day — a mute 
memorial of that event* 

The Spanish sovereigns fixed their throne m the 

* Chiribaj, Compend. Hiit lib. 40. o. 42. The existence of 
thb gratewaj, and the itory oonnooted with it, tre perhaps known 
to few; bat were identified, in the reaearchea made to verify thtf 
history. The gateway is at the bottom of the great tower, at 
some distance from the main body of the Alhambra. The tower 
has been rent and ruined by gunpowder, at the tame when the 
fortress was evacuated by the French. Great missei Ik around, 
half covered by vines and fig-trees. A poor man, hj the name of 
Matteo Ximenes, who lives in one of the halls among the ruins of 
the Alhambra, where his family has resided for many generations, 
pointed out the gateway, still closed up with stones. He remem- 
bered to have heard his father and grandfather say, that it had 
always been stopped up, and that out of it king Boabdil had gtme 
when he surrendered Granada. The route of the unfortunate 
king may be traced from thence across the garden of the convent 
of Los MartyroB, and down a ravine beyond, through a street of 
gipsy cavofi and liovelfl, by the gate of Los Molinos, and so on 
o the Ilorniitago of St. Sebastian. None but a.n antiquarian, 
however, will be able to trace it, unless aided by the humble his- 
torian of the place, Matteo Ximenes. 
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presence-chamber of the palace, so long the seat of 
Moorish royalty. Hither the principal inhabitants of 
Granada repaired, to pay them homage and kiss their 
hands in token of vassalage ; and their example W9A 
followed by deputies from all the towns and fortresses 
of the Alpuxarras, which had not hitherto submitted. 
Thus terminated the war of Granada, after ten 
years of incessant fighting ; equalling (says Fray An- 
tonio Agapida) the far-famed siege of Troy in dura- 
tion, and ending, like that, in the capture of the city. 
Thus ended also the dominion of the Moors in Spain, 
having endured seven hundred and seventy-eight 
years, firom the memorable defeat of Roderick, the 
last of the Goths, on the banks of the Guadalete. 
The authentic Agapida is uncommonly particular in 
fixing the epoch of this event This great triumph 
of our holy Catholic faith, according to his compu- 
tation, took place in the beginning of January, in the 
year of our Lord 1492, being 3655 years from the 
population of Spain by the patriarch Tubal ; 3797 
from the general deluge; 5453 from the creation of 
the world, according to Hebrew calculation ; and in 
the month Rabic, in the eight hundred and ninety- 
seventh year of the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet; 
whom may God confound I saith the pious Agapida. 
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APPENDIX. 



FATE OF BOABDIL EL CHICO. 

The Chronicle of the Con<iij£8T of GranIda is finish- 
ed ; but the reader may be desirous of. knowing the subse- 
quent fortunes of some of the principal personages. The 
unfortunate Boabdil retired to the valley of Purchena, where 
a small but fertile territory had been allotted him, com- 
prismg several towns, with all their rights and revenues. 
Great estates had likewise been bestowed on his vizier Yusef 
Aben Comiza and his valiant relation and friend Yusef Yen- 
egas, both of whom resided near him. Were it in the heart 
of man in the enjoyment of present competence to forget past 
splendor, Boabdil might at length have been happy. Dwell- 
ing in the bosom of a delightAil valley, surrounded by obe- 
dient vassals, devoted friends, and a loving family, he might 
have looked back upon his past career as upon a troubled 
and terrific dream, and might have thanked his stars that he 
had at length awaked to sweet and tranquil security. But 
the dethroned prince could never forget that he had once 
been a monarch ; and the remembrance of the regal splendors 
of Granada, made all present comforts contemptible in his 
eyes. No exertions were spared by Ferdinand and Isabella, 
to induce him to embrace the Catholic religion ; but he re- 
mained true to the faith of his fathers, and it added not a 
little to his humiliation, to live a vassal under christian 
sovereigns. 

It is probable that his residence in the kingdom was equally 
irksome to the {oolitic Ferdinand, who could not feel perfectly 
secure in his newly conquered territories, while there was 
one within their bounds who might revive pretensions to the 
throne. A private bargain was therefore made,, in the year 
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1496, between Ferdinand and Yuscf Aben Comixa, in which 
the latter, ad vizier of Boabdil, undertook to di^poec of his 
inaiitcr's scanty territory, for eighty thousand ducata of gold. 
Thin, it is affirmed, was done without the consent or know- 
ledge of Boabdil ; but the Tizior probably thought he was 
acting for the best. 

The shrewd Ferdinand does not appear to have made any 
question about the right of the vizier to make the sale, but 
paid the money with secret exultation. Yusef Abon Comixa 
loaded the treasure upon mules, and departed joyfully for 
the Alpuxarras. He spread the money in triumph before 
Boabdil : ^ Senior/* said he, ** I have observed that as long 
as you live here, you are exposed to constant peril. The 
Moors are rash and irritable ; they may make some sudden 
insurrection, elevate your standard aa a pretext, and thui 
overwhelm you and your friends with utter ruin. I have 
observed also that you pine away with grief, being continu- 
ally reminded in this country that you were onoe its sover- 
eign, but never more must hope to reign. I have put an end 
to these evils. Your territory is sold— behold the price of it 
With this gold you may buy far greater possessions in Africa, 
where you may live in honor and security." 

When Boabdil heard those words, ho burst into a sudden 
transport of rage, and, drawing his scimitar, would have sac- 
rificed the officious Yusef on the spot, had not the attendants 
interfered, and hurried the vizier from his presence. 

Boabdil was not of a vindictive spirit, and his anger soon 
passed away. He saw that the evil was done, and he knew 
the Spirit of the politic Ferdinand too well to hope that he 
would retract tlie bargain. Gathering together the money, 
therefore, and all his jewels and proctous clTects, he departed 
with his family and household for a port where a vessel had 
been carefully provided by the Castilion king to transport 
hem to Africa. 

A crowd of his former subjects witnessed his embarkation. 
As the sails were unfurled and swelled to the breeze, and the 
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vessel piaited from the land, the fipectators would fain have 
given him a parting cheering; hut the humhled state of their 
once proud sovereign forced itself upon their minds, and the 
ominous surname of his youth rose involuntarily to their 
tongues : << Farewell, Boahdil ! AUah preserve thee, El Zogoy-- 
bi /" hurst spontaneously from their lips. The unlucky ap- 
pellation sank into the heart of the expatriated monarch, and 
tears dimmed his eyes as the snowy summits of the moun- 
tains of Granada gradually faded from his view. 

He was received with welcome at the court of his relation, 
Muley Ahmed, king of Fez, and resided for many years in 
his territories. How he passed his h&, whether repining or 
resigned, history does not mention. The last we find record- 
ed of him is in the year 1536, thirty-four years after the sur- 
render of Grauada, when he followed the king of Fez to the 
field, to quell the rehellion of two hrothers named Xerifes. 
The armies came in sight of each other, on the hanks of the 
Gu&diswed, at the ford of Bacuha. The river was deep, the 
hanks were high and broken ; for three days the armies re- 
mained firing at each other across the stream, neither ven- 
turing to attempt the dangerous ford. 

At length the king of Fez divided his army into three bat- 
talions ; the first led on by his son, and by Boahdil el Chico. 
They boldly dashed across the ford, scrambled up the oppo- 
site bank, and attempted to keep the enemy employed until the 
other battalions should have time to cross. The rebel army, 
however, attacked them with such fury, that the son of the 
king of Fez and several of the bravest alcaydes were slain 
upon the spot ; multitudes were driven back into the river, 
which was already crowded with passing troops. A dread- 
ful confusion took place ; the horse trampled upon the foot ; 
the enemy pressed on them with fearful slaughter ; those who 
escaped the sword perished by the stream; the river was 
choked by the dead bodies of men and horses, and by the 
scattered baggage of the army. In this scene of horrible 
carnage fell Boahdil, truly called El Zogoybi, or the un- 
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1 III Icy ;— nn iiiHliinT, Myii tlm anrirint rhronicler, oftftfMicom- 
I'lil r-nprif I' of ti>rtiin«% Hjriri(( in Aufvurt* of tlio kintfdom of 
•iiiiihiT, iiMi'r wmitiiifr ii|iirit to tUa in tU:ihwM of hiii own."* 

* MarHMil, f>r«rn|i. dm AUtrUf p. 1,1. S. r« 40. Idem, lliit K«b. de iof 
Miifiw, lili. I. f. '/I. 

Niirr.^*A |Hirirail uf II'mMiI til <'biro i« to \m mttm in the ^Hdiire-fiU 
\mtf lA till* ttriHTiilifii. 11** i« rr|irnM«iilm| with a mild hmiMtfloriM fiwe, a 
fair t iiiii|ili<«iiin, sinI yrlliiw limr. Iliii ilmiiii ii of yrlkiw brorjuk, relicrr«d 
wiiii Mm k vi'lvf'i, mill hr liaii k hUi-k fHvft rap, mirfiKnintfMl wilh acrfmn. 
Ih I hit ■riiHiry lA \ln*\tu\ %rv twft miila iif iniKir, Mid to have t*f;lf;ng'Ml to 
hiiii. Om* i« iiT milid Mr**!, with vrrjr hltl« firiiafn(»it, f)i«i helmet cIawnI. 
Kiimi ihi« priipmiuiiM iiT thnmi Miiti of ■nnor| he inuat have beea of fufl 
■letiini eiid vi|iinMia fiiriiii 
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DEATH OF THE MARQUES OF CADIZ. 

The renowned Roderigo Ponce de Leon, Marques, Duke 
of Cadiz, was unquestionably the most distinguished among 
the cavaliers of Spain, for his zeal, enterprise, and heroism 
in the great crusade of Granada. He began the war by the 
capture of Alhama ; he was engaged in almost every inroad 
and siege of importance, dunng its continuance ; and he was 
present at the surrender of the capital, which was the closing 
ficene of the conquest. The renown he thus acquired was 
sealed by his death, which happened in the forty-eighth year 
of his age, almost immediately at the close of his triumphs, 
and before a leaf of his laurels had time to wither. He died 
at his palace in the city of Seville, on the 27th day of August, 
1492, but a few months after the surrender of Granada, and 
of ah illness caused by the exposures and iktigues he had un- 
dergone in this memorable war. That honest chronicler, 
Andres Bernaldes, the curate of Los Palacios, who was a 
ccmtemporary of the marques, draws his portrait from actual 
knowledge and observation. He was imiversally cited (says 
he) as the most perfect model of chivalrous virtue of the 
age. He was temperate, chaste, and rigidly devout ; a be- 
nignant commander, a valiant defender of his vassals, a great 
lover of justice, and an enemy to all flattereiSi liars, robbers, 
traitors, and poltroons. 

His ambition was of a lofly kind — he sought to distinguish 
himself and his family, by heroic and resounding deeds ; and 
to increase the patrimony of his ancestors, by the acquisition 
of castles, domains, vassals, and other princely possessions. 
His recreations were all of a warlike nature ; . he delighted 
in geometry as applied to fortifications, and spent jnuch time 
and treasure in erecting and repairing fortresses. He relished 
music, but of a military kind — ^the sound of clarions and sack- 
buts, of drums and trumpets. Like a true cavalier, he was 
a protector of the sex on all occasions, and an injured woman 
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nied by the proselyte prince Cidi Yahye, now known 
by the christian appellation of Don Pedro de Granada, 
who was appointed chief alguazil of the city, and had 
charge of the Moorish inhabitants, and by his son the 
late prince Alnayar, now Don Alonzo de Granada, 
who was appointed admiral of the fleets. In a little 
while, every battlement glistened with christian 
helms and lances, the standard of the faith and of 
the realm floated from every tower, and the thun- 
dering salvoes of the ordnance told that the subjuga- 
tion of the city was complete. 

The grandees and cavaliers now knelt and kissed 
the hands of the king and queen and the prince Juan, 
and congratulated them on the acquisition of so great 
a kingdom ; after which, the royal procession returned 
in state to Santa F6. 

It was on the sixth of January, the day of kings and 
festival of the Epiphany, that the sovereigns made 
their triumphal entry. The king and queen (says 
the worthy Fray Antonio Agapida) looked, on this 
occasion, as more than mortal : the venerable eccle- 
siastics, to whose advice and zeal this glorious con- 
quest ought in a great measure to be attributed, moved 
along with hearts swelling with holy exultation, but 
with chastened and downcast looks of edifying hu- 
mility ; while the hardy warriors, in tossing plumes 
and shining steel, seemed elevated with a stern joy, 
at finding themselves in possession of this object of 
so many toils and perils. As the streets resounded 
with the tramp of steed and swelling peals of music, 
the Moors buried themselves in the deepest recesses 
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of their dwellings. There they bewailed in secret 
the iallen glory of their race, but suppressed their 
groans, lest they should be heard by their enemies 
and increase their triumph. 

The royal procession advanced to the principal 
mosque, which had been consecrated as a cathedral. 
Here the sovereigns offered up prayers and thanks- 
givings, and the choir of the royal chapel chanted a 
triumphant anthem, in which they were joined by 
all the courtiers and caValiers. Nothing (says Fray 
Antonio Agapida) could exceed the thankfulness to 
God of the pious king Ferdinand, for having enabled 
bim to eradicate from Spain the empire and name of 
that accursed heathen race, and for the elevation of 
the cross in that city wherein the impious doctrines 
of Mahomet had so long been cherished. In the 
fervor of his spirit, be supplicated from Heaven a 
continuance of its grace, and that this glorious tri- 
umph might be perpetuated.* The prayer of the 
pious monarch was responded by the people, and 
even his enemies were for once convinced of his 
sincerity. 

When the religious ceremonies were concluded, 
the court ascended to the stately palace of the Al- 
bambra, and entered by the great gate of Justice. The 
balls lately occupied by turbaned infidels now rustled 
with stately dames and christian courtiers, who wan- 
dered with eager curiosity over this far-famed palace. 



* The words of Fray Antonio Agapida are little more than an 
echo of those of the worthy Jesuit father Mariana. (L. 25. c. 18.) 
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ndmiririg itn Ti*rfl«nt r.oiirtii hw] ((nrfiing fofintairMi Hi 
hall* iU'vothUzA with <'l<*((ant firn\}v.m\u^,n arnl ftforied 
with iniir.ri|»tiori<i, and th«; uplcrxlor of iU gildevl and 
hriliiantly painted vvMmi^n, 

It had )H'.r.n a lafit Tin]un%i ot (he anrortrinatG Bo* 
aMil, and ori<! which fihowfrd how d<*f;plj he felt the 
transition of hi* fati?, that im^ pemon mi^ht hf; pf^rmit' 
ti*d to rntiT or drpart l>j thi? f^atc of fhr; AUfambn, 
throii(()i which hr* liad fiaHird forth to aiirrcndcT bin 
capital. llfH rr!f|tfr«t wan f(rantc;d ; the p^^rfal was 
clofvcd up, and rr!mainfi no to t^ic prcficnt daj — a mute 
merwiriai of timt event.* 

TIm; Spanish aovereigna fixed their throne in the 



* finrihajr, Cmnp<»n4, flint. )H», 40. o« 49. T)m imMmiea c^ 
thift ipttowiijr, And \hti nUtrj (Mmn«Gt«fl willi it« ftrw p«rliApfi known 
to ffiir ) but fr«r« iil«ntiA«d, in tho rfiMftrclMW tna^Ui to ircrrify ttdf 
hiivtor/. Th« fCAtoWAjr in hi th^i iKvttom of th« gr«At tow«rf it 
•oroA (liiitAncA frmn th«i rnnin tKHljr of (hi> AlhtmbrA. Tb« towiT 
Um t»Mn r«mt iin<1 rtiinnd hy Kunirowdifrf At thA tinM wb«n lfc« 
forlrf«Mi WAN ftim/'tiiifAd )ry th« FrAmrh. OrtAt mAMM lie Afotn>4f 
hiiir fiovf rAfl bjr rinM nnA %-tr««v. A poor mAn, by tlie nAimi cfT 
Mii(t«<o Xim^nM, who IfrM in one ofihfi IiaIIa Among the rain* of 
t)io AHiflrnlfrA, w}i«irnhiN farriiljr hMrMiflAd for niAny {jfenAfAfioMif 
pti'inirt] out thn Kflt^wnj, ^i11 f]fnmt] up with Mtoniw. Ma rfitmmt' 
\mrpt\ to hnirn hftArd h'ln fiithAr iiml (^rranilfAthflr Mjr, tbAt H hAd 
ftlwiif n hnon nUtp^tm) tip, ami ihAt oiitof it kin^ BoAhdil hMdf(tm& 
whfln hn fitirrpfiH#irf)f) (^mna^lA. Thfl routo of Iho nnfortiinAto 
kifiji; tnny hn Unt.*'t\ frttm fh^'fico tw.rtum fhfl K»irrl*m of fhfi rr^v#^T»l 
of liO» Mnrtyroff, nn/l *1own a rflvirifi ht^yotul^ throrii^h a xfrwtof 
U'lfHiy ^•.ntr^n nm] hovrN, hy fhn giifo of f,o« Molinofi, nn'l »»o on 
o fh« Mrtrrriifni/fl of Hf. Hnhwfian. Norift hut an anfKjfiarifinf 
hownvAff will hi hhfn to tnu-.*^ it, firilfimi Aided hy tiie haioblo lii** 
tf^riari of tiie placo, Maitoo Xiiiiciios. 
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presence-chamber of the palace, so long the seat of 
Moorish royalty. Hither the principal inhabitants of 
Granada repaired, to pay them homage and kiss their 
hands in token of vassalage ; and their example w?:^ 
followed by deputies from all the towns and fortresses 
of the Alpuxarras, which had not hitherto submitted. 
Thus terminated the war of Granada, after ten 
years of incessant fighting ; equalling (says Fray An- 
tonio Agapida) the far-famed siege of Troy in dura- 
tion, and ending, like that, in the capture of the city. 
Thus ended also the dominion of the Moors in Spain, 
having endured seven hundred and seventy-eight 
years, from the memorable defeat of Roderick, the 
last of the Goths, on the banks of the Guadalete. 
The authentic Agapida is uncommonly particular in 
fixing the epoch of this event This great triumph 
of our holy Catholic faith, according to his compu- 
tation, took place in the beginning of January, in the 
year of our Lord 1 492, being 3655 years from the 
population of Spain by the patriarch Tubal ; 3797 
from the general deluge; 5453 from the creation of 
the world, according to Hebrew calculation ; and in 
the month Rabic, in the eight hundred and ninety- 
seventh year of the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet; 
whom may God confound! saith the pious Agapida. 
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FATE OF BOABDIL EL CHICO. 

The Chronicle or the Conquest or GranXoa is finish- 
ed ; but the reader may be desirous of. knowing the subse- 
quent fortunes of some of the principal personages. The 
unfortunate Boabdil retired to the valley of Purchena, where 
a small but fertile territory had been allotted him, com- 
prising several towns, with all their rights and revenues. 
Great estates had likewise been bestowed on his vizier Yusef 
Aben Comixa and his valiant relation and friend Yusef Yen- 
egas, both of whom resided near him. Were it in the heart 
of man in the enjoyment of present competence to forget past 
splendor, Boabdil might at length have been happy. Dwell- 
ing in the bosom of a delightful valley, surrounded by obe- 
dient vassals, devoted friends, and a loving family, he might 
have looked back upon his past career as upon a troubled 
and terrific dream, and might have thanked his stars that he 
had at length awaked to sweet and tranquil security. But 
the dethroned prince could never forget that he had once 
been a monarch; and the remembrance of the regal splendors 
of Granada, made all present comforts contemptible in his 
eyes. No exertions were spared by Ferdinand and Isabella, 
to induce him to embrace the Catholic religion ; but he re- 
mained true to the faith of his fathers, and it added not a 
little to his humiliation, to live a vassal under christian 
sovereigns. 

It is probable that his residence in the kingdom was equally 
irksome to the{)ohtic Ferdinand, who could not feel perfectly 
secure in his newly conquered territories, while there was 
one within their bounds who might revive pretensions to the 
throne. A private bargain was therefore made,, in the year 
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1406, between Ferdinand and YtiiM^f Aben Comixa, in wbich 
tlio lattiT, afl vizier of Jloab<Ul, midcrtcMik to diM{)oiio of liii 
niojitfir'H Hcanty territory, for cif^hty tliouKand dticata of gold. 
Thin, it in aflinned, was done wittiout tlie conaent or know- 
ledge of Boabdil ; but the rizier probably thought he wu 
acting for the beat. 

T\u) alirewd Ferdinand does not appear to have made any 
qucHtion about the right of the vizier to make the sale, but 
paid the money with secret exultation. Yusef Abon Comixa 
loaded tlie treasure upon mules, and departed joyfully for 
the Alpuxarras. lie spread the money in triumph before 
Boabdil t ^ Senior/* said he, ** 1 have observed that as long 
as you live here, you are exposed to constant peril. The 
Moors are ra«h and irritable ; tliey may make some sudden 
insurrection, elevate your standard as a pretext, and thui 
overwhelm you and your friends with utter ruin. I have 
observed also that you pine away with grief, being continu- 
ally reminded in this country that you were once its sover- 
eign, but never more must hope to reign. I have put an end 
to these evils. Your territory is sold — ^behold the price of it 
With this gold you may buy far greater poasossioos in AiVica, 
where you may live in honor and security." 

When Boabdil heard these words, ho burst into a sudden 
transport of rage, and, drawing his scimitar, would have sac- 
rificed the officious Yusef on the spot, had not tlie attendants 
interfered, and hurried the vizier fVom his presence. 

Boabdil was not of a vindictive spirit, and his anger soon 
passed away. He saw that the evil was done, and he knew 
the spirit of the ]>olitic Ferdinand too well to hope that he 
would retract the bargain. Gathering together tlie money, 
thoroforo, and ull hix J()W(;1h atid jirociouBenoctH, he departed 
with IiIh family and hotiHc^hold for a jM)rt whore a vesnol had 
been carefully provided by tlio CaHtilian king to transport 
hem to Africa. 

A crowd of his former subjects witnoHscd IiIh embarkation. 
As the sails wore unfurled and swelled to the breeze, and the 
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vessel parted fh)m the land, the spectators would fain have 
given him a parting cheering; but the humbled state of their 
once proud sovereign forced itself upon their minds, and the 
ominous surname of his youth rose involuntarily to their 
tongues : *< Farewell, Boabdil ! AUah preserve thee. El Zogoy^ 
bi /" burst spontaneously from their lips. The unlucky ap- 
pellation sank into the heart of the expatriated monarch, and 
tears dimmed his eyes as the snowy summits of the moun- 
tains of Granada gradually faded from his view. 

He was received with welcome at the court of his relation, 
Muley Ahmed, king of Fez, and resided for many years in 
his territories. How he passed his h&, whether repining or 
resigned, history does not mention. The last we find record- 
ed of him is in the year 1536, thirty-four years after the sur- 
render of Granada, when he followed the king of Fez to the 
field, to quell the rebellion of two brothers named Xerifes. 
The armies came in sight of each other, on the banks of the 
Gru&diswed, at the ford of Bacuba. The river was deep, the 
banks were high and broken ; for three days the armies re- 
mained firing at each other across the stream, neither ven- 
turing to attempt the dangerous ford. 

At length the king of Fez divided his army into three bat- 
talions ; the first led on by his son, and by Boabdil el Chico. 
They boldly dashed across the ford, scrambled up the oppo- 
site bank, and attempted to keep the enemy employed until the 
other battalions should have time to cross. The rebel army, 
however, attacked them with such fury, that the son of the 
king of Fez and several of the bravest alcaydes were slain 
upon the spot ; multitudes were driven back into the river, 
which was already crowded with passing troops. A dread- 
ful confusion took place ; the horse trampled upon the foot; 
the enemy pressed on them with fearful slaughter ; those who 
escaped the sword perished by the stream; the river was 
choked by the dead bodies of men and horses, and by the 
scattered baggage of the army. In this scene of horrible 
carnage fell Boabdil, truly called El Zogoybi, or the un- 
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lucky ; — an instance, sayi the ancient chronicler, of the ecoro- 
ful caprice of fortune, dying in defence of the kingdom of 
anotlicr, alter wanting spirit lo die in defence of his own."* 

* Mannol, Deecrip. de Afiiea, p. 1* L f. c« 40. Idem, Hist Reb. de loi 
BI«)r<M, lib. 1. c. SI. 

Note.— A portrait of Boabdil «1 Cbioo if to be eeen in the picture-gil- 
lery of the Generelife. He ie repreeented with a mild handeome fitce, a 
fair complexion, and yellow hair. His dreee it of yellow brocade, retiered 
with black velvet, and he haa a black velvet cap, surmounted with a crown. 
In the armory of Madrid are two auita of armor, eaid to have belonged to 
him. One it oT eolid iteel, with very little ornament, the hehnet closed. 
Fttm the proportione oT theae auita of armor, he must hare beeo of fiill 
iUture and vigaroui form. 
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DEATH OF THE MARQUES OF CADIZ. 

The renowned Roderigo Ponce de Leon, Marques, Duke 
of Cadiz, was unquestionably the most distinguished among 
the cavaliers of Spain, for his zeal, enterprise, and heroism 
in the great crusade of Granada. He began the war by the 
capture of Alhama ; he was engaged in almost every inroad 
and siege of importance, dunng its continuance ; and he was 
present at the surrender of the capital, which was the closing 
ficene of the conquest. The renown he thus acquired was 
sealed by his death, which happened in the forty-eighth year 
of his age, almost immediately at the close of his triumphs, 
and before a leaf of his laurels had time to wither. He died 
at his palace in the city of Seville, on the 27th day of August, 
1492, but a few months after the surrender of Granada, and 
of aii illness caused by the exposures and iktigues he had un- 
dergone in this memorable war. That honest chronicler, 
Andres Bernaldes, the curate of Los Palacios, who was a 
contemporary of the marques, draws his portrait from actual 
knowledge and observation. He was universally cited (says 
he) as the most perfect model of chivalrous virtue of the 
age. He was temperate, chaste, and rigidly devout ; a be- 
nignant commander, a valiant defender of his vassals, a great 
lover of justice, and an enemy to all flattereiSi liars, robbers, 
traitors, and poltroons. 

His ambition was of a lofty kind — he sought to distinguish 
himself and his family, by heroic and resounding deeds ; and 
to increase the patrimony of his ancestors, by the acquisition 
of castles, domains, vassals, and other princely possessions. 
His recreations were all of a warlike nature ; . he delighted 
in geometry as applied to fortifications, and spent much time 
and treasure in erecting and repairing fortresses. He relished 
music, but of a miUtary kind — the sound of clarions and sack- 
buts, of drums and trumpets. Like a true cavalier, he was 
a protector of the sex on all occasions, and an injured woman 
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lucky ;— an iiuUnce, sayi the ancient chronicleri of the acorn- 
ful caprice of fortune, dying in defence of the kingdom of 
aiM>thcr, alter wanting spirit lo die in defence of hia own.*'* 

* Mumol, Deecrip. de Afiiea, p. 1* L f . c« 40. Idem, Hist Reb. do loi 
BI«)r<M, lib. 1. c. SI. 

Note.— A portrait of Boabdil «1 Chioo if to be eeen in the picture-gil- 
lery of the Generelife. He ie repreeented with a mild handaoiDe fiue, a 
fair comptexion, and yellow hair. His dreaa b of yeUow brocade, reliered 
with black vtUvet, ami he haa a black velvet cap, lurmounted with a crown. 
In the armory of Madiid are two auita of armor, laid to have bdonged to 
him. One ia of aolid ateel, with very little ornament, the hdroet cloied. 
Fttm the proportione oT iheae auita of tmor, he moat have beeo of fiiU 
iUture tod viforoui form. 
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DEATH OF THE MARQUES OF CADIZ. 

The renowned Roderigo Ponce de Leon, Marques, Duke 
of Cadiz, was unquestionably the most disting^shed among 
the cavaliers of Spain, for his zeal, enterprise, and heroism 
in the grreat crusade of Granada. He began the war by the 
capture of Alhama ; he was engaged in almost every inroad 
and siege of importance, dunng its continuance ; and he was 
present at the surrender of the capital, which was the closing 
scene of the conquest. The renown he thus acquired was 
sealed by his death, which happened in the forty-eighth year 
of his age, almost immediately at the close of his triumphs, 
and before a leaf of his laurels had time to wither. He died 
at his palace in the city of Seville, on the 27th day of August, 
1492, but a few months after the surrender of Granada, and 
of an illness caused by the exposures and fatigues he had un- 
dergone in this memorable war. That honest chronicler, 
Andres Bernaldes, the curate of Los Palacios, who was a 
contemporary of the marques, draws his portrait from actual 
knowledge and observation. He was universally cited (says 
he) as the most perfect model of chivalrous virtue of the 
age. He was temperate, chaste, and rigidly devout ; a be- 
nignant commander, a valiant defender of his vassals, a great 
lover of justice, and an enemy to all flatterers, Uars, robbers, 
traitors, and poltroons. 

His ambition was of a lofty kind — he sought to distinguish 
himself and his family, by heroic and resounding deeds ; and 
to increase the patrimony of his ancestors, by the acquisition 
of castles, domains, vassals, and other princely possessions. 
His recreations were all of a warlike nature ; he delighted 
in geometry as applied to fortifications, and spent much time 
and treasure in erecting and repairing fortresses. He relished 
music, but of a military kind — ^the sound of clarions and sack- 
buts, of drums and trumpets. Like a true cavalier, ho was 
a protector of the sex on all occasions, and an injured woman 
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never applied to liim in vain for redress. His prowess was 
so well known, and his courtesy to the fair, that the ladies of 
the court, when they accompanied the queen to the wars, 
rejoiced to find themselves under his protection ; for wherever 
his hanner was displayed, the Moors dreaded to adventure. 
He was a faithful and devoted friend, but a formidable ene- 
my ; for he was slow to forgive, and bis vengeance was per- 
severing and terrible. 

The death of this good cavalier spread grief and lamenta- 
tion throughout all ranks, for he was universally honored and 
beloved. His relations, dependants, and companions in arms, 
put on mourning for his loss ; and so numerous were they, 
that half of Seville was clad in black. None, however, de- 
plored his death more deeply and sincerely than his friend 
and cliosen companion, Don Alonzo de Aguilar. 

The funeral ceremonies were of the most solenm and sump- 
tuous kind. The body of the marques was arrayed in a costly 
shirt, a doublet of brocade, a sayo or long robe of black vel- 
vet, a marlota or Moorish tunic of brocade that reached to 
the feet, and scarlet stockings. His sword, superbly gilt, 
was girded to his side, as he used to wear it when in the 
field. Thus magnificently attired, the body was inclosed in a 
coffin, which was covered with black velvet, and decorated 
with a cross of white damask. It was then placed on a sump- 
tuous bier, in tlie centre of the great hall of the palace. Here 
the duchess made great lamentation over the body of her 
lord, in which she was joined by her train of damsels and at- 
tendants, as well as by the pages and esquires, and innumer- 
able vassals of the marques. 

In the close of the evening, just before the Ave Maria, the 
funeral train issued from the palace. Ten banners were borne 
around the bier, the particular trophies of the marques, won 
from tlie Moors by his valor in individual enterprises, before 
king Ferdinand had commenced the war of Granada. The 
procession was swelled by an immense train of bishops, 
priests, and friars of different orders, together with the civil 
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and military authorities, and all the chivalry of Seville, headed 
by the count of Cifuentes, at that time intendente or com- 
mander of the city. It moved slowly and solemnly through 
the streets, stopping occasionally, and chanting litanies and 
responses. Two hundred and forty waxen tapers shed a light 
like the day about the bier. The balconies and windows 
were crowded with ladies, who shed tears as the funera 
train passed by ; while the women of the lower classes were 
loud in their lamentations, as if bewailing the loss of a father 
or a brother. On approaching the convent of St. Augustine, 
the monks came forth with the cross and tapers, and eight 
censers, and conducted the body into the church, where it 
lay in state until all the vigils were performed, by the differ- 
ent orders ; after which it was deposited in the family tomb 
of the Ponces in the same church, and the ten banners were 
suspended over the sepulchre.* 



The tomb of the valiant Roderigo Ponce de Leon, with his 
banners mouldering above it, remained for ages an object of 
veneration with all who had read or heard of his virtues and 
achievements. In the year 1810, however, the chapel was 
sacked by the French, its altars overturned, and the sepul- 
chres of the family of the Ponces shattered to pieces. The 
present duchess of Benevente, the worthy descendant of this 
illustrious and heroic line, has since piously collected the 
ashes of her ancestors, restored the altar, and repaired the 
chapel. The sepulchres, however, were utterly destroyed ; 
an inscription in gold letters, on the wall of the chapel, to the 
right of the altar, is all that denotes the place of sepulture of 
the brave Ponce de Leon. 

* Curt de Im Paladoi, c 104. 
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TOE LEGEND OF THE DEATH OF DON ALONZO 

DE AGUILAR. 

To 0uch tm feci an interest in the fortunes of the Taliant 
Don Alonzo de Aguilar, the chosen friend and companion in 
arms of Ponce de Leon, luarqueH of Cadiz, and one of the 
motft dlHting^uLBhed heroes of the war of Granada, a few par- 
ticulars of hid remarkable fate will not be unacceptable. 
They are found among the manuscripts of the worthy padre 
Fray Antonio Agapida, and appear to have been appended 
to ttiis Chronicle. 

For several years after the conquest of Granada, the coun- 
try remained feverish and unquiet. The zealous efforts of 
the catholic clergy to effect the conversion of the infidels, 
and the pious coercion used for thatj>urpose by government, 
cxai<pcratcd the stubborn Moors of the mountains. Several 
missionaries were maltreated ; and in the town of Dayrin, two 
of them were seized, and exhorted, with many menaces, to 
embrace the Mofdem &ith ; on their resolutely refusing, they 
were killed with staves and stones, by the Moorish women 
and ciiildren, and their bodies burnt to ashes.* 

Upon this event, a body of christian cavaliers assembled in 
Andalusia to the number of eight hundred, and, without 
waiting for orders from the king, revenged the death of these 
martyrs, by plundering and laying waste the Moorish towns 
and villages. The Moors fled to the mountains, and their 
cause was espoused by many of their nation, who inhabited 
those rugged regions. The storm of rebellion began to 
gather, and mutter its thunders in the Alpuxarras. They 
were ecliood from the Scrraiiia of lionda, ever ready for 
robollion ; but the tjtrongost hold of the bisurgents was in the 
Bierra Vcrmeja, or chain of Red Mountains, which he near 



* Cura de lot Palacioi, o. 165. 
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the sea, and whose savage rocks and precipices may be seen 
from Gibraltar. 

When king Ferdinand heard of these tumults, he issued 
a proclamation ordering all the Moors of the insurgent re- 
gions to leave them within ten days, and repair to Castile ; 
giving secret instructions, however, that those who should 
voluntarily embrace the christian faith might be permitted 
to remain. At the same time, he ordered Don Alonzo de 
Aguilar, and the counts of Urena and Cifuentes, to march 
against the rebels. 

Don Alonzo de Aguilar was at Cordova, when he received 
the commands of the king. " What force is allotted us for 
this expedition?" said he. On being told, he perceived that 
the number of troops was far from adequate. " When a 
man is dead," said he, " we send four men into his house 
to bring forth the body. We are now sent to chastise these 
Moors, who are alive, vigorous, in open rebellion, and en- 
sconced in their castles ; yet they do not give us man to man." 
These words of the brave Alonzo de Aguilar were afterwards 
frequently repeated ; but though he saw the desperate nature 
of the enterprise, he did not hesitate to undertake it. 

Don Alonzo was at that time in the fifty-first year of his 
age. He was a veteran warrior, in whom the fire of youth 
was yet unquenched, though tempered by experience. The 
greater part of his life had been passed in the camp and in 
the field, until danger was as his natural element. - His mus- 
cular frame had acquired the firmness of iron, without the 
rigidity of age. His armor and weapons seemed to have 
become a part of his nature, and he sat like a man of steel 
on his powerful war-horse. 

He took with him, on this expedition, his son Don Pedro 
de Cordova, a youth of bold and generous spirit, m the 
freshness of his days, and armed and arrayed with all the 
bravery of a young Spanish cavalier. When the populace o 
Cordova beheld the veteran father, the warrior of a thousand 
battles, leading forth his youthful son to the field, they be 
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thoimrht thenieelves of the fkmily appeDation : « Behold,** 
cried they, ** the eagle teaching his young to fly ! Long lire 
the valiant line of Aguilar !"* 

The prowess of Don Alonzo, and of his companions in 
arms, was renowned throughout the Moorish towns. At their 
approa«h, therefore, numbers of the Moors submitted, and 
hastened to Ronda to embrace Christianity. Among the 
mountaineers, however, there were many of the Gaudules, 
a fierce tribe from Africa, too proud of spirit to bend their 
necks to the yoke. At their head was a Moor named £1 
Fori of Ben Estepar, renowned for strength and courage. 
At his instigations, his followers gathered together their fam- 
ilies and most precious effects, placed them on mules, and, 
driving before them their flocks and herds, abandoned their 
valleys, and retired up the craggy passes of the Sierra Ver- 
meja. On the summit was a fertile plain, surrounded by 
rocks and precipices, which formed a natural fbrtresB. Here 
£1 Feri placed all the women and children, and all the prop- 
erty. By his orders, his followers piled great stones on the 
rocks and cliflb which commanded the defiles and the steep 
sides of the mountain, and prepared to dolbnd every paas that 
led to his place of refuge. 

The christian commanders arrived, and pitched their camp 
before the town of Monarda, a strong place, curiously forti- 
fied, and situated at the foot of the highest part of the Sierra 
Vermeja. Here they remained for several days, unable to 
compel a surrender. They were separated from the skirt of 
the mountain by a deep barranca or ravine, at the bottom of 
which flowed a small stream. The Moors, commanded by 
El Feri, drew down from their mountain height, and remain- 
ed on the opposite side of the brook, to defend a pass which 
led up to their strong-hold. 

One afternoon, a number of christian soldiers, in mere 
bravado, seized a banner, crossed the brook, and, scrambling 

* AgwUxr — the Spanish for Eagle. 
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np the opposite bank, attacked the Moors. They were fol- 
lowed by numbers of their companions, some in aid, some 
in emulation, but most in hope of booty. A sharp action 
ensued on the mountain side. The Moors were greatly su- 
perior in number, and had the vantage-ground. When the 
counts of Urena and Ciluentes beheld this skirmish, they 
asked Don Alonzo de Aguilar his opinion : << My opinion," 
said he, ^ was given at Cordova, and remains the same ; this 
is a desperate enterprise: however, the Moors are at hand, 
and if they suspect weakness in us, it will increase their 
courage and our peril. Forward then to the attack, and I 
trust in God we shall gain a victory." So saying, he led his 
troops into the battle.^ 

On the skirts of the mountain were several level places, 
like terraces ; here the christians pressed valiantly upon the 
Moors, and had the advantage ; but the latter retreated to 
the steep and craggy heights, from whence they hurled darts 
and rocks upon their assailants. They defended their passes 
and defiles with ferocious vsIot, but were driven from height 
to height, until they reached the plain on the summit of the 
mountain, where their wives and children were sheltered. 
Here they would have made a stand ; but Alonzo de Aguilar, 
with his son Don Pedro, charged upon them at the head of 
three hundred men, and put them to flight with dreadful car- 
nage. While they were pursuing the flying enemy, the rest 
of the army, thinking the victory achieved, dispersed them- 
selves over the little plain in search of plunder. They pursued 
the shrieking females, tearing oflf their necklaces, bracelets, 
and anklets of gold ; and they found so much treasure of 
various kinds collected in this spot, that they threw by their 
armor and weapons, to load themselves with booty. 

Evening was closing. The christians, intent upon spoil, 
had ceased to pursue the Moors, and the latter were arrested 
in their flight by the cries of their wives and children. Their 



* Bleda, L. 5. e. £6. 
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fierce leader El Feri threw himielf before them : ** 
foldiers," cried be, " whither do you Hyt Whither can yoa 
seek refu£;e, where the enemy cannot follow you? Your 
wives, your children, are behind you — ^tum and defend them; 
you have no chance for safety, but from the weapons in your 
hands." 

The Moors turned at his words. They beheld the chris- 
tians scattered about the plain, many of them without ar- 
mor, and all encumbered with spoil. ** Now is the time !" 
shouted £1 Fori ; " charge upon them, while laden with your 
plunder. I will open a path for you !'* He rushed to the 
attiick, followed by his Moors, with shouts and cries that 
echoed through the mountains. The scattered christians 
were seized with panic, and, throwing down their booty, b^ 
gan to fly in all directions. Don Alonzo de Aguilar advanced 
his banner, and endeavored to rally them. Finding his horse 
of no avail in these rocky heights, he dismounted, and caused 
his men to do the same ; he had a small band of tried follow- 
ers, with which he opposed a bold front to the Moors, callmg 
on the scattered troops to rally in the rear. 

Night had completely closed. It prevented the Moors from 
seeing the smallness of the force with which they were con- 
tending ; and Don Alonzo and his cavaliers dealt their blows 
so vigorously, that, aided by the darkness, they seemed multi- 
plied to ten times their number. Unfortunately, a small cask 
of gunpowder blew up, near to the scene of action. It shed 
a momentary but brilliant light over all the plain, and on 
every rock and cliff. The Moors beheld, with surprise, that 
they were opposed by a mere handful of men, and that the 
greater part of the christians were fljdng from the field. 
They put up loud shouts of triumph. While some continued 
the conflict with redoubled ardor, others pursued the fugi- 
tives, hurling after them stones and darts, and discharging 
showers of arrows. Many of the christians, in their terror 
and their ignorance of the mountains, rushed headlong from 
the brinks of precipices, and were dashed in pieces. 
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Don Alonzo de Aguilar still maintained his ground ; but, 
while some of the Moors assailed him in front, others galled 
him with all kinds of missiles from the impending clifis. 
Some of the cavaliers, seeing the hopeless nature of the con- 
flict, proposed that they should abandon the height and re- 
treat down the mountain : " No," said Don Alonzo, proudly; 
** never did the banner of the house of Aguilar retreat one 
foot in the field of battle." He had scarcely uttered these 
words, when his son Don Pedro was stretched at his feet. A 
Btcme hurled from a cliff had struck out two of his teeth, and 
a lance passed quivering through his thigh. The youth at- 
tempted to rise, and, with one knee on the ground, to fight 
by the side of his father. Don Alonzo, finding him wounded, 
urged him to quit the field. " Fly, my son !" said he ; " let 
us not put every thing at venture upon one hazard. Conduct 
thyself as a good christian} (md live to comfort and honor 
thy mother." 

Don Pedro still refused to leave his side. Whereupon 
Don Alonzo ordered several of his followers to bear him off 
by force. His friend Don Francisco Alvarez of Cordova, 
taking him in his arms, conveyed him to the quarters of the 
count of Urefia ; who had halted on the height, at some dis- 
tance from the scene of battle, for the purpose of rallying and 
succoring the fugitives. Almost at the same moment, the 
count beheld his own son, Don Pedro Giron, brought in 
grievously wounded. 

In the mean time, Don Alonzo, with two hundred cava- 
liers, maintained the unequal contest. Surrounded by foes, 
they fell, one afler another, like so many noble stags encircled 
by tlie hunters. Don Alonzo was the last survivor, without 
horse, and almost without armor — liis corselet unlaced, and 
his bosom gashed with wounds. Still he kept a brave front 
towards the enemy, and, retiring between two rocks, de- 
fended himself with such valor, that the slain lay in a heap 
before him. 

He was assailed in this retreat, by a Moor of surpassing 
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strength and fierceneii. The contefft was for Bome time 
doubtful i but Don Alonzo received a wound in the head, and 
another in the broa«t, that made him stagger. Cloeing and 
grappling with hia foe, they had a desperate struggle, until 
the christian cavalier, exhausted by his wounds, fell upon his 
back. He still retained his grasp upon his enemy : << Think 
not," cried he, ** thou hast an easy prize ; know that I am 
Don Alonzo, he of Aguilar!" — ^* If thou art Don Alonzo," 
replied the Moor ^ know that I am £1 Fen of Ben Estepar." 
They continued their deadly struggle, and both drew their 
daggers ; but Don Alonzo was exhausted by seven ghastly 
wounds : while he was yet struggling, his heroic soul depart- 
ed from his body, and he expired in the grasp of the Moor. 

Thus fell Alonzo de Aguilar, the mirror of Andalusian 
chivalry— one of the most powerful grandees of Spain, for 
person, blood, estate, and office. For forty years he had made 
successful war upon the Moors— in childhood by his house- 
hold and retainers, in manhood by the prowess of his arm, and 
in the wisdom and valor of his spirit. His pennon had always 
been foremost in danger ; he had been general of armies, vice- 
roy of Andalusia, and the author of glorious enterprises, in 
which kings were vanquished, and mighty alcaydes and war- 
riors laid low. He had slain many Moslem chiefs with his own 
arm, and among others the renowned Ali Atar of Loxa, fight- 
ing foot to foot, on the banks of the XeneL His judgment, 
discretion, magnanimity, and justice, vied with his prowess. 
He was the fifth lord of his warlike house, that fell in battle 
with the Moors. 

" His soul," observes the worthy padre Abarca, " it is be- 
lieved ascended to heaven, to receive the reward of so chris- 
tian a captain ; for that very day, ho had armed himself with 
the sacraments of confession and communion.'"" 

Tlie Moors, elated with their success, pursued the fugi 
tive christians down the defiles and sides of the mountains. 

* Abtrca, Aoales de Aracon, Rejr izi. cap. ii. 
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It was with the utmost difficulty that the count de Urefia 
could bring off a remnant of his forces from that disastrous 
height. Fortunately, on the lower slope of the mountain, 
they found the rear-guard of the army, led by the count de 
Cifuentes, who had crossed the brook and the ravine to come 
to their assistance. As the fugitives came flying in headlong 
terror down the mountain, it was with difficulty the count 
kept his own troops from giving way in panic, and retreating 
in conf\ision across the brook. He succeeded however in 
maintaining order, in rallying the fugitives, and checking the 
fury of the Moors: then, taking his station on a rocky emi- 
nence, ho maintained his post until morning ; sometimes sus- 
taining \«olent attacks, at other times rusliing forth and 
making assaults upon the enemy. When morning dawned, 
the Moors ceased to combat, and drew up to the summit of 
the mountain. 

It was then that the christians had time to breathe, and to 
ascertain the dreadful loss they had sustained. Among the 
many valiant cavaliers who had &llen, was Don Francisco 
Ramirez of Madrid, who had been captain-general of artil- 
lery throughout the war of Granada, and had contributed 
greatlyby his valor and ingenuity to that renowned conquest. 
But all other griefs and cares were forgotten, in anxiety 
for the fate of Don Alonzo de Aguilar. His son, Don Pedro 
de Cordova, had been brought off with great difficulty from 
the battle, and afterwards lived to be marques of Priego ; but 
of Don Alonzo nothing was known, except that he was lefl 
with a handful of cavaliers, fighting valiantly against an 
overwhelming force. 

As the rising sun lighted up the red cliffs of the mountains, 
the soldiers watched with anxious eyes, if perchance his pen- 
non might be descried, fluttering from any precipice or defile ; 
but nothing of the kind was to be seen. The trumpet-cal 
was repeatedly sounded, but empty echoes alone repUed. A 
silence reigned about the mountain summit, which showed 
that the deadly strife was over. Now and then a wounded 

Dd2 
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warrior ctzne dragging his feeble steps from lonotig the clefls 
and rocks; bat, on being questioned, be shook his head 
mournfully, and could tell nothing of the &te of his com- 
mander. 

The tidings of this disastrous defeat, and of the perilous 
situation of the survivors, reached king Ferdinand at Gra- 
nada i he immediately marched, at the head of all the chivalry 
of his court, to the mountains of Ronda. His presence, with 
a powerful force, soon put an end to the rebellion. A part of 
the Moors were suffered to ransom themselves, and to em- 
bark for Africa; others were made to embrace Christianity; 
and those of the town where the christian missionaries had 
been massacred, were sold ^ slaves. From the conquered 
Moors, the mournful but heroic end of Alonzo de Aguilar 
was ascertained. 

On the morning afler the battle, when the Moors came to 
strip and bury the dead, the body of Don Alonzo was found, 
among those of more than two hundred of his followers, many 
of them alcaydes and cavaliers of distinction. Though the 
person of Don Alonzo was well known to the Moors, being so 
distinguished among them both hi peace and war, yet it was 
so covered and disfigured with wounds, that it could with 
difficulty be recognised. They preserved it with great care, 
and, on making their submission, delivered it up to king Fer- 
dinand. It was conveyed with great state to Cordova, amidst 
the tears and lamentations of all Andalusia. When the fu- 
neral train entered Cordova, and the inhabitants saw the 
coffin containing the remains of their favorite hero, and the 
war horse, led in mournful trappings, on which they had so 
lately seen him sally forth from their gates, there was a 
general burst of gnef throughout the city. The body was 
interred, with great pomp and solemmty, in the church of 
St. Hypolito. 

Many years afterwards, his grand-daughter, Dofia Catalina 
of Aguilar and Cordova, marchioness of Priego, caused his 
tomb to be altered. On examining the body» the head oi a 
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lanoe was found among the bones, received without doubt 
amoqg the wounds of his last mortal combat. The name of 
this accomplished and christian cavalier has ever remained a 
popular theme of the chronicler and poet, and is endeared to 
the public memory by many of the historical ballads and songs 
of his country. For a long time the people of Cordova were 
indignant at the brave count de Urefla, who they thought 
had abandoned Don Alonzo in his extremity ; but the Castil- 
ian monarch acquitted him of all charge of the kind, and con- 
tinued him in honor and office. It was proved that neither 
he nor his people could succor Don Alonzo, or even know of 
his peril, from the darkness of the night. There is a mourn- 
ful little Spamsh ballad or romance, which breathes the pub- 
lic grief on this occasion ; and the populace, on the return of 
the count de Urena to Cordova, assailed him with one of its 
plaintive and reproachful verses: — 

Count Urena ! count Urena ! 
Tell us, where is Don Alonzo I 

(Dezid Conde de Urena ! 
Don Alonzo, donde queda?)* 

♦ Bleda, L. 5. c. te. 



THE END. 
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